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| Lareteally those of two socleties—the Society
| [of Cunterbury Colonists, which existed |
{'| prior’ to ‘the departure of the Canterbury
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INITIAL STEPS IN LONDON, 2’0
AN INTERESTING RECORD. .
iy s

iy S ]
In' the minute-book of the “Spciety of
Canterbtiry Culoists,” avhich has been lent

the Jubilee ce'lebmﬁ_nnl-hav'_e secured a relic
of the beginnings of the Canterbury settle-
ment of great value, and of absorbing in-’

terest. Within the parchment covers (one ||

of which, by the way, shows signs of having

been cut) of this foolscap wolume are in- |

dicated the aspirations and ideas of jthe
men who were the backbone of the infant
settlement, The writing in which the
/minutes are recorded varies, but is still as
\legible ns when it was penned. The minutes

pilzrims, and of the Society of Purchasers
of Land in Canterbury, wiich took the place

vived at Lyttelton,

The inscription on the first page of the
bock resds:—“Minutes drawn up by the
first body of the Canterbury colonists ab
‘the.s sooms, 1A, Adelphi Terrace.” Then
foliewa_.—'%;p Socrefefof«Canterbury Colo:
nists, Aprif@5ch, 1850." “The first meeting
the minafes of which are recorded, was held
il an March 18th, 1850, and amongst the de-
‘cigions arrived at was:—

“That meetings be held every Tuesday and
Thureday at 12 o'clock for the purpose of
| muking suggestions and expressing the
opinions of the ecolonists npon matters re-
latiag to the welfare of the proposed
| colony.” *

Another resolution placed on record the’
colonists’ high sense of the services ren-
dered by Mr W. (. Brittan by his constant
| attendance at 4he rooms and the trouble he
| bad taken in answering enquiries of persons
calling and writing for information.

The minutes of the next meeting, held on
"April 25th, record the names of those pre-
sent who were noted in the following order:
—Messrg. Hart, Sewell. Phillips, Rowley,
g alix, Wakefield, W. Laurgnce, James
Townsend, Edwurd Townsend; C. L. Rose,
"f'adwa.:'d Ward, W. G. Brittan, Clifford, J.
‘Longden, FitzGersld, W. F. Eldin, H.
Diaper, Wm. Bendett, (. Tocks, C. B.
‘Fooks, Carrington, Alfred Wills, J. B. Aus-
tin, J. J. W, Cookson, Dampier, Lieu-
tenint-Colonel Campbell, Harman, Gerard,
' Spooner, Joseph Dickin, C. T. Moule, H.
T, Way, Rev. J. Paulon, Henry Ward,
\H. Le Cren, Edward Power, Captain Martin,
Henry Barrett, Arthur Jackson. i
f At this mesting the Society apparently
took definite form, and those breg)el:laf wu,'{
lp:ons’oit-nt,ed the first members, and the fol-
lowing were appoinded a Committee of
‘Management:—Messrs W, @, Brittan,
Lisutenant-Colonel ~ Campbell, James Kd-

ard FitzGerald, Rev. Dr. Rowley, Henry
\Bhillips, C. L. Rose, Henry Sewell, and
Hdward Ward. The {ollowing, who were
"stated to have suiled for the settlement—
though in subsequent minutes it is shown
that at least the Bishop-elect had not sailed
l—were elected honorary members: — The
.Fshop-elect. the Archdeacon and clergy, |
i

essts John Robert Godley, Augustus Per-
ival, . Pollard, and Henry Tancred. At
#his mesting a letter was read from the
seeratary of the Management Committee of
the Canterbury Association (Mr H. F. Al-
| ston) in which the Committee expressed
their pleasure on learning of the formation
of the Colonists’ Society and offering them
the nse of the Association's rooms for
‘l*!‘é:aru._l_ und Committee meetings. Having
(dad ‘ta. form & library for the new
seltlement, ha fitst gift of hooks, which
[was from the Rev. (. Mathins, was ac-
knowledged at this meeting, Afterwards,
when it was decided to have a library. in
| contiection with the proposed. coliege,” tle-
’ Society resolved to hand over all #he hooks
they had received as gifis to the college
m' on the understanding that. the hooks:
#uld be accessible to the seftlers, At the,

for exhibitién, the Historical Committea of |

of the other society when the settlers ar- |

——

nexy meeting nits ot books from Messrs
Rose, Ldwud Gibhon Wakefield, and Vaux
werg received.

Mr Brittan was the chairman of (he mest-
ings, and the rapid incresse in the attend-
ance is shown by the fact that on May 16th
there were about 50 present (including Lord
Lyttelton, the Dean of Canterbury, Lord
John Munuers, and Sir Walter James); on

| I'f;-“f 15th there were 97 presens, and a week
; N er thers ware TT0 i artaiafose: .
{ At the meeting on May 16th a letter was
" read from the Association, announcing their
intentions with regard to the endowment of ||
a college. {
society, and introduced the Bishop-eleii, the
Right Rev. Thomas Jackson, who also gave |
fn address. :
One can almost imagine the simmer of ex-
citement at the next meeting (May 23rd),
when the chaimman annotmced that two
ships “had been taken up,” and recom-
mended applicants to engage. The fares
wei'-a‘”stab'e_dp to have been fixed at:—Chief
cabin, £42; intermediate, £25; and, steer-
age, £15. Each passenger was to be al-
lowed haif a ton measurement of cargo space.
At this meeting u letter was read from Mr
Frederick Moore, on the subjeet of steam
communication with New Zealand, and it
was decided to recommend the subject to
the Associntion.  Subsequently, the so-
ciety petitioned Parliament on the matter.
My Brittan gave notice at the meeting, on
May 30th. that he would intreduce the sub-
ject of the name of the capital town of the
| gettlement. He proposed, on JJuney 6th,
that the capital should be named Lyttelton,
wgnd menticned that some chjected to the
proposal to cal it C hurch.  Mr Fitz-
Gerald said that as there was to be a large
college in the settlement, the name “Christ-
church” had Ween chosen, and, also, partly
because that was the name of the eathedral
church of Canterbury. On his suggestion,
in which Mr Brittan agreed, further discus-
sion of the subject was postponed. On
June 13th, Mr Brittan’s motion was. on a
show of hands, agreed to. The society then |
recommended the adoption of the name “Tiyt-
telton” to the Management Committes of the
Asgociation, which arrived at the following
decision: —“The Committee, although they
do not, themselves, see the necessity or ex-
pediency for the change of name, in com-
pliance with the wish of the in-
tending coloniste, will readily assent’thereto
—if heing understood that the college which
will be established in the seitlement will be
called Christ Chureh.” In the minutes of
the Society of Purchasers of Land in Can-
‘terbury, the conclusion of this question is

tion o e Phillip: and Ward, it was re-
sl —" ast this nieeting is of opinion
that of the two sites offered to their selec-
‘tion by the Assaciation for the capital, that
‘marked on ‘the map by the name of Christ
'Church is the more ible, and that Mr
Godler be requested td declare immediately
that the capital of the settlement will be
fixed on that site,” J

lonists’ Bociety, the following nteresting
centryiis found in the récord of the meeti
of.)%gy gﬁr— the esting
. "The wan read to the ting the
minuté of the Committee of_(t}];[mggmegt. of
Jf May 25th. explaining the present and future
| relations between the Association and the
colonists.

. “Mr Simeon, M.P., a member of the Asso-
cittion present, adcrscsed tha meeting on
the principal objest of the document just
read, which, he explained, ariginated from
Jitl}s anxiety which the Association felt to
ive everything, and to place EVETY POwer

‘they could. into the handsysf O colonists, | .

Lord Lyttelton addressed the |}

found wher, ¢n December 20th, on the mo- ||

_On turning back to e mindtes of the (%- ||

-—

aial seli-government; the ouly principle on |

takén a part in a colonisation society.”

Ab subsequent meetings the question of
| the appropriation of the ecclesiastical and
educational funds of the settlement was dis-
cussed, and ab the meeting on August 22nd a
lengthy communication was received from
the Association; which dealt with the matter
clearly und evidently satisfnctorily.

The following ilems, taken from the
minutes of different meetings are interest-

u%‘n June 13th a letter was read from Mr
L]mk. of Oxford, which accompanied the
gift of a handsome ams-box for the use of
‘| the first cathedral church in Lyttelfon,
July 18th-—Oh account of the death of the

which he (Mr Simeon) would ever havel

New Zealind Association, the Can
Association were taking steps to get a Bi
passed through Parliament, giving them sole
authority over the land in the Canterbury
settlement. ’

August Ist—A letter was read from Mr
Ravenscroft concerning the establishment of
% paper in Lyttelton. The Chairman sup-
ported the suggestion, which he considered
o most important #ne, and one which would
greatly affect the future interests of the
colony.  After discussion, it was decided
that a paper should be established,

A\hg'nst 22nd—The last meeting prior to
the departure for the colony, i
exf:ressting the deep obligation of the
colonists to the Association was passed. Mr
BSimeon returned thanks on behalf of the
Associwtion. At o meeting on June 27th
a motion had been d to that after th
sailing of the first ships the meetings of the
Society shall be adjourned until the arrival
of the first ship at Canterbury.

The first mesting, of whiich anything is
recorded, held after the arrival of the set-
tlers, was on Decemb¥r 20th, 1850, and it
details the proceedings of the Society of
the Purdharsers of Land in Canterbury. The
minutes of the proceedings of this Society
have %}uniim as much Q?I &?tamst. in them, but
space permits of a few extracts:—

I}ecemger 20th—Mr Godley, in reply to
questions, stated—That Sumner wasaot
reserved for a port town. That As-
sociation's boats were let out to iter
sEecuIntm—s. who should be free to churge
their own prices—the maximum only being
fresm-ﬂ:ed. viz., 20s per ton to Sumnenr,
0s from Sumner to istchurch, and 1g
{Jor_pﬂisengers to and from ships in the har-

our ;

In o letber read at a subsequent meeting
Mr Godley wrote:—A run shall be consider-
ed as stocked if cme__lrreedin{g ewe for every
twenty acres, or one head of breeding cattle

for_every 120 norefy be placed upon it
" The printing press Was €
befors it started operations, Yo (
the minute book are the printél rules of the |
Society. The last minute recorded in the
batk is of a mesting held on January 22nd,
1852, and it briefly records that Mr'W. (.
Bmittan was appointed President of the
Society.

A motion
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

OF THE

SOCIETY OF LAND-PURCHASERS IN THE CANTERBURY
SETTLEMENT.

General Meeting in each year, who shall r#fain
office until others be appointed ; and in case
any vacancies occur from death, resignation,
non-residence within the Settlement, or from
any other cause, that such vacancies shall be
filled up at the next ordinary General Meeting.

That the Socie 'ty be composed solely of
hntl -owners who shall have purchased Lmd of
the Canterbury Association,

That agents, or persons holding written
authorlum or powers of attorney, be at liberty
to exercise all the privileges of Members, their
principals being at such time absent from 8. That the President and the Council be
the Settlement. elected by open voting, or by written voting-
papers signed and witnessed ; and that no per-
son shall be eligible for election, whose name
shall not have been publicly announced at least
fourteen days before the day of election.

3. That all Members register their names with
the Secretary before they can take any part in
the proceedings of the Society.

. That a general Meeting of the Mem-
bc ers be held four times at the least in ev ery
year, that is to say, on the first Thursday in the
months of InnumJ, April, July, and October :
and that Special-General ] Meetings may be call-
ed by the President, the Council, or by the Se-
oretaries upon a written requisition signed by
ten Members of the Society. That 14 days’
publu. notice of any such Special General Meet-
ing be given in the Colony; and that the subjeets
for which such Meeting is called, be specified
in such Notice; and that no other business he
brought before such Meeting.

9. That the Council be empowered to conduet -
all negotiations on the part of the Land-Pur-
chasers, with the Canterbury Association, and
with the Government, and become the organ of
all communications in their behalf, s gxpressing
the collective views and sentiments, of the
Land-Purchasers, and shall present a report
upon all such mattersto every ordinary General
Meeting of the Society,

10. That Meetings of the Council be held once
a week, and that three be a quorum; and that
a Special Meeting of the Council may be called
by the President, or by any two of its Members :
three days' notice of such Meeting having been
given, either by circular letter left at the ordi-
nary place of residence, or by public adver-
tisement in the Journals,

5. That at all General Meetings, fifteen Mem-
hprs shall form a quorum; that all guestions
shall be decided by a majority of the Members
present ; that no Member shall, under any ecir-
cumstances, have more than one vote ; and that
the Chairman shall have the casting vote.

11. That all expenses of the Society be paid by
a Rate to be voted at a General Meeting, and
that any Member not having paid his share of

6. That at the First (Jr:lnmr\ General Meeting
in each year, a President shall he elected, who
shall hold office for one year, and shall be ez the rate so voted, shall be disqualified from

afficio Chairman of the Council and of the taking any part in the proceedings of the
General Meetings. Society.

7. That the proceedi ings of the Society be con-
ducted by a Council, consisting of twelve
Members, to be elected at the first ordinary

12. That a balance-sheet of the re ceipts and
expenditure be laid before each Quarterly Gene-
ral Meeting of the Society.
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Quarterly Report of the Council to the General
Meeting.

The Council have the honour to report that|

since the last General Meeting, several impor-~
tant questions relating to the prosperity of the
settlement have come before them, i

1. They have requested Mr, Godley to fur-
nish them with an estimute of the expense of
completing the whole road from Lyttelton to the
Ferry over the Heatheote, and as soon as they
shall have received that estimate, they propose
applying themselves seriously to the task of as-

certaining whether any plan may be devised for |

| completing the road as speedily as possible.
The Society is aware that the amount of land
hitherto sold by the Association has pot sup-
plied funds sufficient for the purpose: the
council are of opinion that it would be highly
impolitic fo wait until funds may arise from
that source, before making an effort to finish the
road. The accomplishment of this great work,
so that there may be at all times a safe and
certain communication between the portand the

— L S

plains, will probably exercise a more powerful
influence than anything else upon the rapid de-
velopement of the resources of the colony.

The couneil forbear at present to suggest
any plan by which this may be effected 5 but
they conceive that the prospective land sales,
which cannot but be materiully increased by
the completion of the road,—the surplus of the
public revenue above the expenditure, which
the council have reason to believe is even al-
ready accumulating with considerable rapidity ;
and “the tolls which may be imposed on the
traffic passing along the road when finished,
offer three sources of security, all of which may
be made collaterally available for the repayment
of any sums of money which it may be neces-
sary to borrow in order to finish the road.

As soon as the council are prepared with a
definite plan, they will lose no time in laying it
before the land-purchasers, and if necessary,
will call a special meeting for that purpose.

9. The council bave also taken into their
consideration the whole question of the pasturage
regulations of the Association. They appointed
a special eommittee to draw up a report on the
subject. This report was adopted, and has been
forwarded to Mr, Godley. The couneil now
lay the report upon the table for the perusal of

- any of the members of the society, and especially
invite the attention of those who are interested
in the pasturage of the district, to the recom-
mendations which the council have made to the
Association. The council confidently anticipate
that this report, having been prepared with
great care, and with the advice of those who are
most experienced in such matters, will meet
with general approval by the land-purchasers.

Since, however, the carrying into effect these
recommendations involves the passing of a new
Act of Parliament for the purpose. Some time
must necessarily elapse before the colonists can
know the result,

3, The council having had their attention direc-
ed to the subject of the cutting of timber in the
bushes belonging to the Association,thounghtright
to communicate with Mr. Godley on the subject,
and the arrangements which have been made in
eomsequence met with their approval. These ar-
rangements provided in the first instance free
license to all parties to cut timber for firewood
and building purposes without any charge what-
ever. This was done with the view ol affording
every assistance to the first body of settlers to
get temporary dwellings erected with as little
delay as possible. Three months free license
seemed, however, sufficient for this purpose.
The peculiar circumstances requiring it have
now in a great measure passed; and it being
found that the woods of the settlement, (which
from their limited extent require great care in
their preservation,) were being cut to great
waste, overrun by idle and dissolute characters,
and the free licences becoming in a great mea-
sure monopolised by men who made a trade of
them, realizing considerable profits, without in
any material degree lessening the price of tim-
ber to the consumer, it has been determined,
and the council think wisely, to charge in fu-
ture a moderate sum for such licenses.

The council have been given to understand
that this measure has already had a beneficial
effect in clearing the woods of many bad cha-
racters, and in checking the wanton eutting and
waste of timber ; and whilst it has not been fol-
lowed by any sensible increase in the market
price of timber, it promises to afford a certain
increase to the revenues and resources of the

| Association,

| It has been, however, matter for considera-
tion whether the present charge made for the
licenses, one pound per month for each man, be
not too high, and the Council haye reason to ex-
pect from representations which have been
made on this head, that after the present month
the charge will be reduced to 10s. per month for
each licence.

4. The question of the dues charged for
wharfnge by the Association also! came before
the council. Dues were being levied upon all
goods landed or taken'to sea from any part of
the sea wall in front of the town of Lyttelton.
The couneil were of opinion that it was right
and necessary that some charge should be made
sufficient to keep these public premises in re-
pair, but that there should bhe one place at
which persons should be able to land small goods
free of any charge. Mr, Godley, upon a com-

munication to this effect from_ the council, im- |

mediately set apart a place opposite one of the
slips, as a public landing place, and the coun-
cil are satisfied that this is the best urrangement
which can be made.

5. The next point which the council h'avc
had under their notice, is that of the ecclesias-
tical arrangements which have been made.

The council are commissioned to express on
the part of the bishop designate of the settle-
ment his great regret that he was unable to
meet the society during his brief stay in the

colony. A special meeting was called for the

purpose on the 11th inst,, but the violence of the |

weather, and the state of the roads, vendered it
impossible to be held. The object, however,
for which the hishop designate came out, has
been accomplished. The school and college

have been set on foot, with such temporary ac- |

comodation as could be obtained in so early a
stage of the colony. Arrangements have been

made for the performance of the Church Ser- |

vices in the most populous places, and above

all, Dr. Jackson has concerted such measures }

with the Bishop of New Zealand, as it is con-

fidently expected will ‘remove the difficulties *
which stood in the way of his consecration be-

fore he left England.

6. The council have taken such steps as will
lead to the establishment of public reading
rooms at Christehurch and at Lyttelton. They
recommend that there should be public reading
rooms which all subscribers shall be entitled to
avail themsclves, They will be supplied with
newspapers and periodieals from England and
the neighbouring colonies to the extent which
the number of subseribers will admit of. Mr.
Godley has placed rooms at the disposal of the
council for the purpose. At Christchurch in
the land offices, and at Lyttelton in that part
of the Emigration Barracks which isahoutto be
set apart for the college. - It is hoped that the
books ‘presented to the colonists in Lon-
don, which they gave to the collegellibrary
as well as those presented immediately to the
College library will be placed in the reading
rooms and be at the services of the subscribers ;
Under such regulations, however, as the college

authorities may consider it necessary to enforce, |
for the safe custody of the volumes committed |

to their trust.

The council have prepared, and annexed to '
this report, an account of the expences which

they have mcurred since the last general
meeting, together with an estimate of those
which it is thought they will have to meet
duving the next six months. In [this estimate
the Society will perceive an item amounting to
121, 10s. for the services of a clerk. The coun-
cil are of opinion that the appointment of such
an office has become absolutely necessary.

The secretaries have been compelled to re-

sign, nor ean any one be expected, without ad- |

equate remuneration, to give up his time upon

which there is sp large a demand at this active |

period, to attend efficiently to the business of
the society. ‘The couneil therefore recommend
the appointment of a clerk to the eouncil at a
galary of 250 a year; and they have reason to
believe that they shall be able to ohtain the ser-
vices of a gentleman in every way most compe-
tent for the task.

For this purpose the council recommend
that a subseription: of 5s. be levied npon every
member of the society for the expenses of the
next six months.

The council in conclusion wounld press upon
every member of the society that upon their
active and regular attention to the public affairs
of the society, will depend the influence which

the colonists will be able to exercise in the at- |

tempt to gain a municipal government in the
settlement.

That the colonists have well and wisely
managed all their affairs already within their
control, and that they have cheerfully contri-
buted the funds requisite for the purpose, will
afford the strongest evidence of their ability to
undertake the direction of all the local affuirs of
the colony.

On behalf of the Council,
W. G. Brrrrax, Chairman,

Arpenpix.—Estimate of expensesof the So-

ciety for thie six monthis ending October 3rd, |

1851.
L. s d.
Expenses incurred since the
last General Meeting * 1 (2]
Printing and Stationary . - & 0 0
Sulary of Clerk to the Council 12 10 0
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