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An address deliversd bafore
the Rotary Club on Tuesday
27th June, 1922,




; I claim the distinotion of
being the oldest member of the Clud - a dis-
tinotion I am sure no one wishee to Qhal-
mo but although the cldeost mecabor of the

f am not the oldest resident of the
City of Christehuroh. My old frient Amirew
Anderson, .mmz l'n?r than I am, wne
born here, but first fifteen years of
ay 11fe were pasced slsewhore.

I was born in Nolson and ar-
rived with my Nother and Aunt as a small
boy between three and four years of ags.

We came to Port Levy in a littie cutter
called the "Supply® and wers fiftesn days
on the voyaze. We now grusble if the
farry boat is an hour late.

. The official set len::;oot
u“lm, e from ’ 3
whan the *First Four Ships' arrived, but
there ware a nusber of eettlers here
before the arrival of these shipe., Auck-
land, Welll » Belson and Taranaki were
all founded from eight to ten yoars prior
to Canterbury, and s oonsiderable nusboy
of sattlere fros those parts had drifted
South in antioipation of the Cantsrbury
sottlement,

Quite a nuaber of well-known
names were hers before she arrival of the
ts. The original John Dsans, tha
and the Hanson families ali onze
out in the same ship that carried sy Pather
and Nother - the "Thomas Harrison" to Helson
in 1842. The Hays family were here; H. and
G. Rhodes and many other well known names.




- The Franch settlers wsere
siec in Akarca, and a ocnslderable number
of old whalers were soattsrod about, loat
of this populatich wap on the Penlnsula.

A very consideravle tradas
oxisted between Sydney snd the wvarious
ports of New Zealand. The old firm of Poa-
cook & Co,, Cooper & Levy, from whom Port
Cooper and Port Lovy wers named; Swin-
burne, and othar trading firms were wmell
known in those days.

Peacock & Co'a. ships ran
to varicus ports and thay rendered great
service afterwards to sarly settlers, both
in bringing to Lyttelton and Saking
asay our siona.

I do not wish to introduss

any dotalil as te the Constitusion of Can-

s OF any other matters of that kind.
They are on record; but I suet refer to
John Robert Gedloy, vhose Status is in the
, and who is oallad the *"Founder of
Canterbury”. Few psople realles how ashors
a time he really lived in Cantorbury. He
arrived a fer wonths only bafore the fires
four shipe, having left Engiand in she Jan-
uary that the shipe srrived hsre in the
Daecember.

E

When he arrived at Lyttel-
ton he found that Captain Thomas, OChief
Sarveyor, had done & lot of fine work,
built the wharf, laid out ths Bridle Path,
arscted barrsoks and other bulildingas. Wr.
Godley found that he had spent the nmonay

ing remaining. He there-
up to Well for a few monthas
discussing the position with the GCovernment




of the day, Sir George Grey beiny Covornor,
ae to the comstitution umder m Provinelal
wOork.

When be heard that the
first ships had ealled from London. be oame
back to Canterbury to mest them, having
first negotiated a loan in Wellington for
£% ,000 ::p his own m&hmm. Godl

yaars ", and le
m:. 1852,

A farewall bunquet wmas
given him in Hagley Park by the residents,
the banguet be prepared by N¥r. Hart of
the "White Hart " as it was galled.
dr. Godley made a noble epeagh., It must
be remombersd that thoy had not been a per-
feotly happy family. had been a

great deal of fighting and difference of
opinion on aany points with the early =et-
tiere, but Ur. Godley had besn most tact-
ful and kept everythivg w=ell in hand,

- His farewsll speecch ie
worth reading, and 1t ssoms So me that she
last paragraphs are ~orth re-printing, if
only to show that the same conditions exist
to-day an theay did then, and that his words
88i1) hold good 3~

"Tursoil, agitation and strife ars
inseparable for the working of a popular
gonstitution.

You sunt remsmbor that wo wore
Rover meant to enjoy quiet liwves. Quiet
livoe are for beings of s highser of lower
asture than msan'e.

It 12 the business of man to work,
” l.. “ .“‘“.

(e 18 & Battle - not a feast,




reign as t for the terbury Aesocia- |
ticn (which was a London Assooistion not |
formdd for commergial purposes, but with ‘
the h et ldeale of coloninl coloniea~ u

li During lMr. Godley®s |
|

|

. %ion) shipn arrived bringing 3.500 pas-

evary=he '
I ldan ships and old settlere only knee it i|
I by that nasme and 18 gave its namo to the I ’
| chassa exported. Port Cooper Choosse was N
i the best known article in Sydnay. Onily a
few years ago - not sore than tweive - I I'
‘ saw outsids a store in Sydney cheese la- |
: belled *Port Cooper Cheese". There muat |
” have besen something in the namse after all,




and 1t ie eetimated that Cantorbury loet
500 people in this way. In the firet
few years shat could ba pro-
Guced, in the way of producs or any other
artum‘thn could be transferrsd there
were sent.

It ie recorded that two
draye waere hauled ovar the Bridle Path
from ths Heatheote ley - no mat-
ter - and shipped to bm.%
ware bringing fabulous prices share,

After a few yoars of
gquietness the noxt great rush sas to Ga-
briel®s Gully in the early 60's. Thesa
diggings were almost the richest alluvial
diggings disgovered in the world, and im-
mense waslth was gathered from the claime
and in the easieet fashion too.

Great atories oould be
told in ths usunl way of one man making a
fortune and amothor wman within a few faot
of him getting nothing. All the old boat-
mon from Lyttalton eleared out and every-
ons that could gat aboard a schouner or
cutter, or those who could travel round by
road (and many did -~ some by way of She
Backenzie Country) went off,

- ‘Mu:hlomm:;‘m-
a8 a great deal of good resul
uﬁ'mad“tamﬁhium
i ausande; i seoryining Eoat s

' wo
had to : 'omulmkot,
and in tisme many of thoase who laft us
came baok sgaln -~ some ri , 8048 poorer.
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"Clan-
8he

in the distancs.
John and Andrew Andoraon
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the one sanager.

r. C. ¥, Turnsr was aocnt
to England to inaugurate the London bus-
iness. Je bought Shree or four eslling '
shipe andi established the London businsss
on a sounti foosing, appolating kr. 0. R.
Strickland as the manager, aml he romajlnsd

aanager in Londen for many ymrs.

Steam was introduceda
iittie later Dy the chartering of the firet
ehip "British Quesn”, and this was the
firet dircot steam comsunioation betwesn
England and Hew Zealand. She arrived at
Lyttelton as her first port of call and
this was also her port of departure,

' Other stoamers followed. How no asteamer

' ever arrives from England direct to Lyt- I
telton and no eteamer aver leaves Lyttel-
ton for London dircot.

the day may coma,
when the Otira Tunnel gcompleted and the
northera trunk ral furthor extendad,
when Christohu-ch will taks her place ae |
s rallway csntrs, and we may yot &ee shipe |
bound for Lyttelton and outward bound for ,
England and slsewhere.

Later on the Companiess

| bought and built saveral very fine shipe

| and finer ones still fellowsd. It is a

. mattar for regret that al the Bow |
Zoaland Shipping Cosmpany®s ofiloes are
831l in the ssse old bullding in Heroford .
8treet, it is no longsr controlled hsra, I
but is part and parcel of the P. & 0.

i asslgasation.

The original Cobb & Oo's
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and 1t is amus to read it. One iten
was a prise of £2. for a test bDetween bonas
fide oart horses. The rasing, however,
tock a higher level as it went along, and
Nelson was the stroaghold of the racing.

The Redwoods, Staffords
halled from there with very fine horses,
y of them imported from Australia, and
Canterbury very soon followed suilt.

The Canterbury Jook
Club was formed in 1858, muuum.; en-

¥
came hr;‘ﬁ'u the Mtr-u::u
England , a very strong
years eut was the
district of New Jealand.
t only hadi these m themselvas from

we held the lead. Cricket
t ie still, our naticnal




They played

E.M.Grace ,{brother to W.
also

Eleven.

I remsuber the arrival of
{a

England

- Tom Loo
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thousands of times,
She must have col-

» and they literally

in rowing.

keld, and thore was a tresendous intersst
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cghurch at the old Royal Hotal - about
olght bouya, and somn very fine male voloas.
Wa wero olad in Eton costs and orthodox
ooliaras, but whore se got these Eton coats
from I cannot for the iifs of mo remssber.
I am gartain I did not oon one orthe othor
boys. Ue must have borrowed thes,

A Tt entariainer
who travelled all » (the digeings par-
ticularly) was Thatoher. He was one of
the olevercat mon that ever cams to the
Coloniee, He could enter a city or tomn,
and in an hour's time he would collact
the names of weli-knowm individuales and
their uliarition and that night they
would in song and very claverly writ-

A sample of Thatoher's
vorses is as followas., At the tims that
the Maori prisoners were Rept in s hulk in
Auckland Hsrbour, about 150 of thea as-
eaped, Sir Qeorge Grey being then the Gov-
ernor, and eupposed tc be oontrolling the
whole Haori War. The laoris ssoaped,
evary sother'e son of tham. Thie was good
for s and I well remsaber the rs-
fr:te of his song to the tune of “"Hellie
Gray® -

"Kakens Geo Grey. You lat ua get asay
And you'll never, never soe us nore .
Huch obliged to you we are, and you'll
find us in a Pah,
Riflo~pitted on the Taranaki Shore."

What I want to say next
I would not have said at all, had 1t not
been for the little Rotary notioe Assued
to-day which contaline asong other iteas,
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"Rotary Bensfits - Enlightened as to other
men'es work, problems, and successes" (and
“failures" xm be added). With that
paragraph staring me in the face, I thought
I would give you in tabloid form just my
own 60 years' experionce as a business man.

You know the old saying -
*Do not put all your eg:s in one basket"
which has since been wodernised to - "Put
all your eggs in one basket, but watoh
that basket carefully". Well, my opinion
ie that if your sole objeot is to acowmu-
late this world's posseseions, you will
do it better by following the wodern ver-
sion, and in keeping to one basket, but
in do 80 you will probably be worth
very little to your town or your country.
You will y be leading a life of
selfishness, studying yourself only, with-
out considering others. If you are to
help your place, you are bound to have
sowe of your in other baskets, and
some of your orts.

My oareer in business
commenced when I was between 1% and 15
years of age by my being duly apprenticed
to the oid fira of Peacook & Co., oon-
sieting then of ir. J.T.Poagook and Wur.
Beverley Buchanan, Mr. C. W. Turner
Joined the firm later when Mr. Peacook
retired.

My indenturcs were
drawn up in the orthodox old-fashioned
way for three years, to learan the bus-
inees of a merchant. The firet year's

W to bes a peppercorn if demanded.
an active iife among the ships




and shipping. This life appealed S0 =8 a5 i !
I came from seafaring antestors. IS must '
have been in the blood., I was sometimes
sent to Port Lovy to we in potatoes for
the old “lountaln Fald* for Syiney, or to
waigh Port Cooper cheese, also for Sydney. 1]
Down on the wharves to waigh out whalosbone I
fros Hugh Buohanan®s station at Paraki; |
often boarding ehipa, of whioh cur firm was L
sometimes the agent, with the ship's papers; |
mixed up with the serohandics - anything |
and evarything.

In =y ninetesnth year I "*.

was appointad super-carge on the old brig i

. “Winihover” balonging to the same firs, i
| and eent to Valparaisc, South Aserica, to

out this end, one i 8 ¥
ing delivered to Lane's Mill on . |
Izland at Hersford Street, axd the other !
' carpge to Wood's Hill at Riooarton. -

I I shen hal cxperiende . \'i
| amonget merchandise of every kind and i |
| salesmanship. I remsmber =sll thal we . il
I dealt largely in liquore at Shat tise. it
I I a= noting this just %o rofer to the ‘

in what people drink.

Whiskey in the early
I was not wuch known - in fact I do not i
| romember whiskey in the first inetance. It \. 1Kl
' wae Brandy and Genova, red.casad J,D.K.Z. i
| Thie case from Holland, and was the almost :’

;
a
5
§

|

g

versal spirit, and rum. Whiskey was a
ter mnovation.




On one cocasion Nr, Tar.
nor (with whom I was at the time) and ¥r.
¥, Hontgomery, isporsaed an entire cargo of
red-cased Geneva dirsat from Rotterdam -
about 15.000 onses., I am sure such a
thing has not cocourrad sinoe, but the pubd-
1ic rose manfully to the occasion and it
was not long before 1t was put inte con-
sunpticn,

He came to Lyttelton and
opensd for thoe Bank of NHew South Wales
eatablished the brancoh in telton
bought the present site in Horeford Stroot,
is being the yesidencs of the Super-
intendent, Ur, W, S, Hoorhouss, and that
remainad tha Bank until the new bullding
erected was gomplsted.

dr. Turnsr was an sxosed-

::?y elever business man, and bhad ships

iing to all parss of the world. He
was the firet to fmport Seas to Hew Zoea~
land direct from Chinaj; he was the first
to isport asugar direct froa Mauritius;
the firat to impurt Oregon Sisbers direct
ta New Zealand, His ramificationa were
very great, but he waz not sucosesful
from a finanoial point of visw, and diad
a poor man, ,

I then cmbarked on ny
own in the leather trade, built a Sannery,




r
and in boot manufacture in 1te . !
various forme; bullt a sammill at Little :
River, and clearsd the land. Altognther
I have cleared in Hew Zoalond upwards of

LS00 aorsa of buah land and made a lot of
iades of grase grow where none grow before;
cwnad sheep and cattle; and sy connection
with the Littls River Mil)! Lrought me into
touch with cocksfoot in the first instance. |

' This was & wonderful

Jeot 50 yenre ago. The late Willias Wil-

son was the firet man o introduoe the seed
| to the Penlnsala, snd 1t beoams a wonderful i
: Andustry. I wos one of She first shippers | VLR
| of cocksfoot to England, and 3o the Con- : i
, tinent, and I remeubasr eell 8 coneldor- : i

abhls parosl by cable ome day Tor Densark. il

They wrote $8c say i 11
w%mmxy. They asked for il &
*Akaron” foot, and thi=s seed with its ' MR
» beosme the standard for the world. - :
They wrots te uz it had besn distributed

e Maptag 4o Thet thwes yoree
. yaars |
have baen importing cocksfoot from Den- |
probably the product of the very ;
sant them forty years ago. :

E

:

for one man, I a=
surviving mesber of the first
Dirsctors of the Xnizpoi Woollen
.y BE I have not been cone
with the for yoars, |
am the sols survivor of the fir=t Board
4 n%mto—a of the Christchurch Tr
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tha first two seoretarios. I a= alone.
We built the lins from Papanul to Sumner,
and lte varicus branches. This line has
now all disappearsd and the pressnt splen-
did electric service takee ite place.

I assistad in founding
the Iniustrial Asscoliation - the first in
New Zealand. I was its firet President,
and presided over two exbibitions, includ-
: ing the Canterbury Jubilee Exhibision in
| 1900, when we opensd the Caaterbury Hall, |
andy n8 a Commissionsr of the Iaternational
Exhibition of 1906.

' I have gerved on a Road
Board; I was for nine years a meaber of
the Lyttelton Harbour Board, and there
again every member of that Board has die-
appeared. The Hom. Ed. Richardson was

, ite Chalrman, and I om the only survivor -

“ the Engineer; Hr. Napier Bell the Harbowr

| Haster, having all pasced away.

: Thic analyaing of my
. gonnasction with those o0ld things is rather
|| pathetic, but it seema incvitable. I wae
aleo one of the founders of the Union Row- |
” Cilub. T wns ons of a committes of four |  *
I whioh met in the Bank of New South Walea
: in the office of the Inspeoctor - iir. Oe~
I wald Gilchrist, who was a keen rowing man. |

” We decided on She nams
‘ of the Club - there was no Union Stesaship
‘ Co. in those days. We did not copy thex- ‘

theoy muet hava oopled us. I was the

i Ciubte firet Traasurer; Nr. Ollivier was
. its first Ssoretary, and I Shink thare are
| only about five survivors of the original
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