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Dobson, and in a few minutes, will aek him
to address ue on a subjeot which, T am
Sure, will be of the greatost intercet to
evary membar pragent,”*

Canterb Wast ﬂg E one ame most
Imrﬁ% and intersnting events associat-
ed #ith the connsotion of the East and
Feat Consts of the South Island of New
Zonland., Only soant regords are available
and ¥r. Dobson's gontribution will beconme
vary valusble, more sspacially as he was
the plonear, and to his stremsucus
and daring work the mountain pass waa
found which w#iil probably to the end of
tiae Donar nis name.

——— .

¥r. A. Dudicy Dobson - |

You know of course that :
this Isiand 1s 9alled by the Haoris ‘h :
¥ahi Pounamu* - the place or locus, of the
Pouriamu, or greenstone, and the sctual |
icei were the rivers Teremakau and Arahura,

a ragion that, in Hsori timss, was always :
debatabilie ground.

Sose of the Maoris from
the Horth Island came all the way by sea
in thalr ing oanoes for the such-

iged grumm; others grossed Cock®s
trait in cancss, oame down She sast
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short, but were reecucd by the Haorils sho
provided Shem with 2nough foud to take
them to the Buller.

IS sould bz a long story
to tel! you of the R'urmyu from Nelson
made by dr. (later ) Willlam Fox; by
Mr. Hoaphy; and by ir. James inckay, who
went to negotiate for the purchnes of
lands from the lsoria,

"~ Ha was followad almost ia-
mediately by Dr. (later Sir Juliuve) von
Haast, who was ac ed by ur. tt,
2 mining surveyor. went as far ase
the Crey and reported on the country from
a geologlonl and mining point of view.
Theeo mum, howovar, nover got such
below Grey and really never antered
tha West Coast part of Cantarbury.

In 1862 or 1863 the Pro-
vinolal Qovernment of Canterbury dsocided
to establish a reiief store at the Groy.
Gold had been found sil through the Bul-
ieor and Upper Grey and the diggers were
beginning to work down the Grey Valley.

A listle bafore thie
tine, Whitoombs, an engineer, had crossed
the ranges and reached Hokitika. Jis ami
2 man nased Louper wors dromned in attempt-
ing %o orcess the Toremakau - an attempt
they eshould not have sade.

The Covernment sont a
vessel, named, I thiak, the "Occan Wave®
to establivh a reiiof atore, and a party
in eharge of Mr, Charlton Howitt, a son
of the celebrated suthors - ¥illlam and




- was sent %o Diase a line

along the old ¥mori route. The Maoris
did not sake a track beoause that would
have allowad Shelr snemics to follow them -
they always hid the svidonoss of their mowve-
msonte as muoh as posaible and mad: thelr
Journeys through the bush, the bad

of the Terssakau to the coast, t being
the easliest Trouts, they could finl,

At the baginning of 1863,
the Government decided that they must know
scmething about the West Const and adver-
tized for surveyors to survey it from the
Groy %o the southern boundary. This area
was divided into two - one 75 milea long
from the Crey to Abut Haad; and the second
from Abut Head to the scutherm boundary.

I sas then just over twonty-
one yoars of age and thought that At was
time I did something, and I tondered for the
firat seotion and got it. The man #ho got
the other seotion lsughed at a Doy taking on
such a job. He was a middla-aged man of con-
sidarable experienve, The Government evi-
dently did not thibk that I was Coo young SO
undertake the job.

iy first conoera was %o get
an cutfit together . a matter that took
about six weaks to accomplish. I went to
Helson and ehartoered a ilttle sohooner as
none of the ospers of boats would under-
take to convey me and my party down the
coast for a fized sum.

If I had known then a8 much
as I do now, I would have bought the wessel
and put her ashors about the alddle of my




contract. - A3 a aatter of faot I paid for
the charter about twioe as much as the
vasrel wae worsh.

I packad all storas in
drapery cases, putting in ozee flour,
bacon, tea, sugar, other neopeearies
in the required proportions, Ths zino
lininges of the oases ware carcfully eol-
dored and =ell secured with iron hocops.
The stores wers thme thoreoughly seocured
from water and rats.

¥e esilad from Nelson on

&th s the gonaist of twelve
man. E mmcmo- small vesecel
was, I gay that the oabin was £ ft. by
6 3. wore six bunke in it which
sare mors lilks beo gells than berths, If
I wantod to turn on ny pillow I had o
pull my piliow out first. The first day
out w8 struck heavy weather off Separation
Point, and wo lay the first night in Tonga.

On the 10%h we were out in
the Strait: and, meeting with hesvy weather,
ware Gompelled to Tun baok and shelter at
the Croixeliievs, where we spont two days.

On the 13th we sallod again
and got off Cape Farewslil, but again met
with very heavy ssather and we ran back to
P'Urville Isiand and sholtered in Greviile
Harbour on the weatern side of the Island,
Thie harbour hae a little boulder bank
similar to the one at Neleson, axdi is an
excellent place So take shelter.

After 1 there for a weesk,
whioh we spent fi pig-hunting, wa
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We sorasbled ashore snd on
the baach we found s nuaber of Nasoris and Ur
Townahend and Swe of bis men walting to as
siet us. Hr. Townehond was An charge of thae
Covarnment relief store at the Crey.

We got all the carge out of
the boat and took it to the camp I eetabd-
lished in the bush on ths southsrn bank of
the Grey. We oxaminoed ths boat but found
it all stove-in. bargain with the ownar
waa that he was to land me, so whan she
#ant ashore, that emnded the wholse business
as far as any obligations on my part were
gongarned.

The orew aade their way
back to the Buliasr whore there was a oon-
eldorable township at Westpori, and where
amuch gold-digging waa goling on.

When ny casp had been
fully established my msen wsre set to work.
The first job was to start a survey of the
Grey. I had gootl bush hands with me and

cut buesh lines. T got a half-cante -
Fred. Reid, who knew enough Engiish to
make himsolf understood in very sisple
things, and a Hsori, who rejoiced in Sthe
name cf John Wesley, and his wife, and we
want down the beach to ses what the coun-
try waa like and So ascortaln ths beat
-“?ac! starting the sork in that re-
' -

When I got back to ths Gray,
the first thing I heard was that Townshend
and one of his men had been drowned while
attempting to bring a whale boat, in whioh
they had coms from Hokitika, owar the Cray
Bar. Two of my men were old whalars and




signalled o Kr. Townshend to Gome ashore
oen the bsash; but declided %o try the
bar on which they ozapeised.

Of the five in the boat
three wars drowned - a shite aan named -
Fin and a Maori nased Simecn managed to got

ashora. When Simeon reschod the beagh, his
wife, who was utung osoking and looking
on, saild %o him : "S » e's your

T° He repifed - *"In the boat*. She
sald "0o and got it*, and Simeon imeediste-
ly mads for the boat, and, whan the waves
tuarned it right side up, ho got in, undid
tho swag and swam ashore with is.

Shortly afterwards a san
came down froe Lake Bruaner and reportsd
that he was the ouly ons left of Howitt's
party. They had gone eeling nsar the ous-
12t of the lake into the river - Kotuku-
knokao (the Arnold) in a greon cance.
When they got to the south of the river
(i.e. the cutlet of the Brumner) the cance
Gapelzed.

The only san saved was the
gook and he would have been with the par-
ty, but for the fagt that s had cut hie
foot with sn axe.

This news so disheartened |
uy men that they decided to leave, and !
sdvised me to toe, saying that we -
all be die-uz. I padd off the man
and they sads their way to the Buller.,

I sent to the Haori Pah
at the Groy shers Ter i was chief. He
was a dignifisd rangit of the old school -
quite a gentlesan in his way, very dignified




and hospitable. He sald to me - "You
groat fool %o ocome here with white men;

you should E“ Heoris; white men all gett-
ing drowned”.

By this time I had cosie
to realise that the work oouid be done sat-
1sfactorily only by Maoris, but befors I
gculd employ them 1t wan necessary that I
should know Sthe language.

I found a Testasant in

Haori at the Pah, and as I had been, in

younger days, Shree yearas with ay Uncle

Roev. Charles Dobson, of Buskland, Tas
mania, and as I had to learn the coliot
and pospel overy Sunday during thas per-
icd, I knew a great deal of How Tes-
tament by heart, conasquently when I got
a copy of the Testament in the linori
languaze, I was able, in a fortnight,
with very little ssalstanoe from . .
Reid as to how to use the werbs, to oarry
on an ordinary cunversation ia Maori with
anss.

At once I got together
a party of Haoris who knew where mussels
ware to bo found on the beach and whore
woodhens and sels culd be got inland.
told them that they had to look after
and ay field books, or otherwise Sthere
would be no pay for thesm,

The result was that I
1ived 1ike a Tighting cook and never had
a wat blanket, nor ever was in any serious
danger when oreesing rivers. :

1 found the nativee




vary amusing fellows - they sang and
danoed, and generaliy provsd ﬂnmu
hands for the kind of work I was engaged
upon.

tha
surveysd the whole of the beach and had
eatablished caspe st the mouthe of the
rivers, I had %o survey. In

Haoris got tired of the work, though I gave
than ¢o, and on no day

to work very hard.
woathar they spent

ing in their tente, but they had sarned
iittle money and wantsd to go to Kalapol
to spend it. -

g8
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I Sherafore arr
tham %o carry the survey up the Teremskau
as far as Lake Sumner, Shus jJoising up She
East and ¥West Consts surveys.

When this was complatad I
wont to Christchuroh S0 report progress

and also %o got horses whioh I iatended
taking over the Hurumul Saddle to the Coust.
Terapuhi had told me that there was a low
pass into the Walmakariri, but that it was
a difficult route.

1o onh Soor e ki o
upstrean » ths of Tfind a bet-
tar pase than the Hurumui. I went up the
tributary of the Walsmkariri that I named
the Bealey, and disgowsrcd the pass now
known as Arthur'e Pasa. T 4id not, how-
evar name i,

I namod Mount Rolleston.
I found that the pass wae quite lsprastio-
abla for horsee in the abeence of a road.




m GCovernment, my late brother, Wr.
Gearge Dobson, wans sent by the Covern-
mant to report on all the passes at the
hond of the Wnlimakariri, and he raeported
that the best one wns "Arthur's Pusa® and
from that reforence the Pase got 1%s name.

Shen I found that I could
not get horses to the coast by this routs,
I took them over via the Hurunui Saddle,
swimming them Acwn the Teremakau Gorpe to
the bensch.

By thie time I knew She re-
gquiremsnts of the goaat work, and I took
white men with »e - gallors who were usad
to rough work.

I finished the Job within a
fow weaks of the contraot tice and I re-
osived an offioial lettar froam Ur, Cnss,
the Chief Surveyor, thanking as for the
manner in which I had oarried 1t out and
conmonding me for having aocomplished
the work in suoh 4Aifrfioult circusstanges,

That wanc what the boy did.

Phat about the asn sho undertoock the other
part of the const? He attempted to do it
in boats and drowned half his men. In
four montha he was back and was asking for
a8 Gosmpassionate allowances for his losses,
as he had done no work for which he could
olala payment.

By the time I had finished,
thbt;md\hthemerdtggtngam

In Srying a prospect of ths black
onmuﬁ ona of my sen sald




that ;rn.umwhtmwum
make a fortune., I - the
nscensity for Mls botton Af you have
found the gold?* *If you had your
Bibia you would have ssen that an-
gient paoples saved simliliar gold on sheep-
gkina” .

Afterwards all this ground
was worked and the geold was savad, at
first on blankets and aftersarde on quick-
sllversd platee.

An inatangce of Hsori super-
stition which came under my own obaorva-
tion, will probably interost you.

There 18 a plage near the Jjuno-
tion of the Arnold and the Grey - about
¢laine up the river, whioh had a vary bad
name asongoet the Maoris. I wanted to camp
there, but Terapuhi sald to sme - "Do not
camp 2. It %8 a vory bad plags®.

I sadd - "I do not see why I
should not". *Well”, he sald "if you do,
I will como too". We on ths epot
and it oame on to rain, told my moen
that we wmere golng to have 2 flood, and
two or three daye rain, and as it me no
use them eating up the tudker, I Stold thea
they had Letter go to the Orey. This they
dida.

Terapubi sald there wmould Lo
waske of bad weather., I sald - *I°11
stay here”. Terapuhi sald - "Don't stop
here by yourself. If you 80, something

terrible will happesn to you. If you stop,
I'11 stop too".




The first and second nighta
nothing bappenad; the third night Tera-
puhi said: "There's something wery bad".

I sadd "What is 187" He replied - *"Taspo".
This word is from the varh “tas”, to ar-
rive, and, connooted with "po", means any
fuarsome thing that arrives at night.

I sald - "Ask Taspo to oome
in". Terapuhl a big, powerful, athletic
man began to shako; homvmrtlgmcul.
" I come to your side and sleop with

1T" he asked. There wers two logs on
eagh side of the Maori whare with a fire in
niddle. fcrwmmtoxuﬂc;
mmlmuth!m. He sald "He is

in™.
1 asked; "What 18 he 1ike?*
Ha replied - "He's like a pig. He is putt.-
his head bundles of raupoc; now
his shoulders are in; now all of him 18
How his hend is turning into & man's
hosad; now hie fore-legs are like a man's
“{’ now he is quite 1ike a little man;
;:' h is sitting down on the log by the
re*,

I nekad - "Can you see his
fave?® He repliied "No, Af =0 ses his fage,
we shall die, but he has his back to us®.

By this time Terapuni

in a state of sost terrific funk,
suid; "He is going"” and desor
m & san to

I thank you for listening
1ittle narrative; it 18 not always
I get such an atientive andisnos.




Ihe Prosident :

I am sure we are much indebted to
dr., Dobaon for the very intarcsting ao-
m’ t he has given of hies early esxper-

anges.

#r. Dobson has sx-
pressed his willingness toc ansser any
gonloan that he possibly can iX any

tarian decires any further information.

8aid he wanted to ask
#hy he A?ﬂ not finish hies story
what he {(the speaker) gunsidered
asmstic of it - that fifey

Mr. Dobson
:Lun
®moat
years after lic, disoovered Arthur’s
Pase, Joe. Orimmond of Ross, orawled

through the aix siles and a half tunnel
under Arthur's pass,

Retarian Geo. X. Booth :

asked #hat #25 the area,
or w.‘ oximate area, that ¥r. Dobscn sur-
veyed.

Er,. Dobson said that it

w28 about 2,000 square miles from the Grey
to Abut Head and inland S0 the wmatershed.

- -




Sald be waz sudh in-
. tarested in Nr. Dobson'a narrative. Wr.
| Dobson was a gold-mine of information Af
I they only handled his right.

* Thare sere asny mat-
ters oonnectod with early Canterbury and
| Mr. m::- :-n mrtioular u:kﬁt::tm
. ough plaged on record w
| of no other institution, buid- the Ro-
tary Club, that could got that information.

" He looked upon Mr. Dob-

! son a8 probably their most distinguished

| citisgen and a man whooe iife was an objeot

I :::untommg.:nmuy. lr.nob:n 'i

started ness again though

. wae eldest man in the room. That he I

. should take up thiec engineering work as a f
matter of Gourse, after retir from his
groat work in coanection with Etate,
was a oredit to bim and to those he lived

ARODZGE . ;

! Hr. Dobsen : '.

Jeot
| West Coast, wvia Arthur's Pass, was made
. shortly after the Pass was disgovered - it
mast have Dean in 18565,




On the President®s sotion, and
by acclasation, a hearty wvota of thanks
was acgorded to Mr. Dobson.

In acknoxladging ths wvote of
thanks, Mr., Dobson said that he would be
only too pleasad, Af the Ciudb so dosired,
to give another address doaling with in-
cidenta that cocurrsed in thoss old Simes.

- e

Upon she call of Rotarian Alpers,
Gheors wore given for ths Shree typioal
oariy sesilers present -

Besars. Robert Allan

Andrews Anderson
A. Dutley Dobason.
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