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Thece adirasses constitute
a most valuable gontribetion to the story
that #iil, ons may hope, one day be writ-
ten of the vie intime of thas Canterbury
Pilgrime in the early days.

Their's was no coloniaation
eghens of the commorcial lrgo. undertaken
nerely with & viow to profit or even with
the higher motive of Empire Expansion. It
wae the exprescion of an ideal, conceivad
by some onthusiasts at the universi-
11 a4 She okkgo 3 sitoe o7

so Ang. a8 a oe ©
Engiand out from top to botton",

Selected on thies basls, and
inspired by sush motives, the Canterbury
-an.wg:o Fron the

univarsity and pub men among the
leadere, to the husmblest artisan in the
ranke, they stood for all that was best in
British oharacter in the Early Victorian
xth. and the wives, mothers and daughters

agcompaniad the ‘upiu wars worthy
matee in sugh an snterpriee.

Te presorve a knowledge of
their ldeale swi thelr charaoters; every
ingident in the iife of the settlors;
their hardebips and thelr courage; their
energy and their resourcefulness; the
prayers they uttered, and the songs they
sang, are of imestimable value to the his-
torian,

The details of thelr enter-
prisse, the foundation of their institu-
tions - all thie may bo gathersd from the
arohives. It i& interceting to hear how




- gsome of the ngtual
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but many of thelr sone.

it is
-
»

many
Pilgrine
Among them may be several with the eame

happy gift of narrative ans 12 displayed

in thess addreaces,
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There is nothing more
intaresting to the historian of a new sattle-
mont Shan the first doings of its first
settlers; their hardships; their mods of
iife and sShelr ideals.

Out of all ths numerous
goldonies founded by the British Race in the
lact thres canturies the Provingce of Can-
terbury stands cut as having beon the del-
ibarate oreasion of idealists.

The founders set out %o
satatlish & new Britain at the extremities
of the earth.

. The addiresses given to the
Rotary Club by Robert Allan, Andraw Anderson
and Arthur Duiley Dobson have given us vivid
picturas of the wvery aarly gomdiitions that
provalled,

The dotalls that are given
snsble us to almcet pioture the scsnas that
wore of everyday cocurrenos. Such records
as w» have here suet be Ainwvaluable in the
futurs, and thoe adirassos make us realise
how great has been the adwvance in matorial
confort during the lasi saventy years.

Rotarinns themselvss ¢an
judge whather we as the ocltizene of to-day
can attampt to rates cur ideals at the same
high level of cur early plonsaers.

H. D. feland.
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An address deliversd bafore
the Rotary Club on Tuesday
27th June, 1922,




; I claim the distinotion of
being the oldest member of the Clud - a dis-
tinotion I am sure no one wishee to Qhal-
mo but although the cldeost mecabor of the

f am not the oldest resident of the
City of Christehuroh. My old frient Amirew
Anderson, .mmz l'n?r than I am, wne
born here, but first fifteen years of
ay 11fe were pasced slsewhore.

I was born in Nolson and ar-
rived with my Nother and Aunt as a small
boy between three and four years of ags.

We came to Port Levy in a littie cutter
called the "Supply® and wers fiftesn days
on the voyaze. We now grusble if the
farry boat is an hour late.

. The official set len::;oot
u“lm, e from ’ 3
whan the *First Four Ships' arrived, but
there ware a nusber of eettlers here
before the arrival of these shipe., Auck-
land, Welll » Belson and Taranaki were
all founded from eight to ten yoars prior
to Canterbury, and s oonsiderable nusboy
of sattlere fros those parts had drifted
South in antioipation of the Cantsrbury
sottlement,

Quite a nuaber of well-known
names were hers before she arrival of the
ts. The original John Dsans, tha
and the Hanson families ali onze
out in the same ship that carried sy Pather
and Nother - the "Thomas Harrison" to Helson
in 1842. The Hays family were here; H. and
G. Rhodes and many other well known names.




- The Franch settlers wsere
siec in Akarca, and a ocnslderable number
of old whalers were soattsrod about, loat
of this populatich wap on the Penlnsula.

A very consideravle tradas
oxisted between Sydney snd the wvarious
ports of New Zealand. The old firm of Poa-
cook & Co,, Cooper & Levy, from whom Port
Cooper and Port Lovy wers named; Swin-
burne, and othar trading firms were wmell
known in those days.

Peacock & Co'a. ships ran
to varicus ports and thay rendered great
service afterwards to sarly settlers, both
in bringing to Lyttelton and Saking
asay our siona.

I do not wish to introduss

any dotalil as te the Constitusion of Can-

s OF any other matters of that kind.
They are on record; but I suet refer to
John Robert Gedloy, vhose Status is in the
, and who is oallad the *"Founder of
Canterbury”. Few psople realles how ashors
a time he really lived in Cantorbury. He
arrived a fer wonths only bafore the fires
four shipe, having left Engiand in she Jan-
uary that the shipe srrived hsre in the
Daecember.

E

When he arrived at Lyttel-
ton he found that Captain Thomas, OChief
Sarveyor, had done & lot of fine work,
built the wharf, laid out ths Bridle Path,
arscted barrsoks and other bulildingas. Wr.
Godley found that he had spent the nmonay

ing remaining. He there-
up to Well for a few monthas
discussing the position with the GCovernment




of the day, Sir George Grey beiny Covornor,
ae to the comstitution umder m Provinelal
wOork.

When be heard that the
first ships had ealled from London. be oame
back to Canterbury to mest them, having
first negotiated a loan in Wellington for
£% ,000 ::p his own m&hmm. Godl

yaars ", and le
m:. 1852,

A farewall bunquet wmas
given him in Hagley Park by the residents,
the banguet be prepared by N¥r. Hart of
the "White Hart " as it was galled.
dr. Godley made a noble epeagh., It must
be remombersd that thoy had not been a per-
feotly happy family. had been a

great deal of fighting and difference of
opinion on aany points with the early =et-
tiere, but Ur. Godley had besn most tact-
ful and kept everythivg w=ell in hand,

- His farewsll speecch ie
worth reading, and 1t ssoms So me that she
last paragraphs are ~orth re-printing, if
only to show that the same conditions exist
to-day an theay did then, and that his words
88i1) hold good 3~

"Tursoil, agitation and strife ars
inseparable for the working of a popular
gonstitution.

You sunt remsmbor that wo wore
Rover meant to enjoy quiet liwves. Quiet
livoe are for beings of s highser of lower
asture than msan'e.

It 12 the business of man to work,
” l.. “ .“‘“.

(e 18 & Battle - not a feast,




reign as t for the terbury Aesocia- |
ticn (which was a London Assooistion not |
formdd for commergial purposes, but with ‘
the h et ldeale of coloninl coloniea~ u

li During lMr. Godley®s |
|

|

. %ion) shipn arrived bringing 3.500 pas-

evary=he '
I ldan ships and old settlere only knee it i|
I by that nasme and 18 gave its namo to the I ’
| chassa exported. Port Cooper Choosse was N
i the best known article in Sydnay. Onily a
few years ago - not sore than tweive - I I'
‘ saw outsids a store in Sydney cheese la- |
: belled *Port Cooper Cheese". There muat |
” have besen something in the namse after all,




and 1t ie eetimated that Cantorbury loet
500 people in this way. In the firet
few years shat could ba pro-
Guced, in the way of producs or any other
artum‘thn could be transferrsd there
were sent.

It ie recorded that two
draye waere hauled ovar the Bridle Path
from ths Heatheote ley - no mat-
ter - and shipped to bm.%
ware bringing fabulous prices share,

After a few yoars of
gquietness the noxt great rush sas to Ga-
briel®s Gully in the early 60's. Thesa
diggings were almost the richest alluvial
diggings disgovered in the world, and im-
mense waslth was gathered from the claime
and in the easieet fashion too.

Great atories oould be
told in ths usunl way of one man making a
fortune and amothor wman within a few faot
of him getting nothing. All the old boat-
mon from Lyttalton eleared out and every-
ons that could gat aboard a schouner or
cutter, or those who could travel round by
road (and many did -~ some by way of She
Backenzie Country) went off,

- ‘Mu:hlomm:;‘m-
a8 a great deal of good resul
uﬁ'mad“tamﬁhium
i ausande; i seoryining Eoat s

' wo
had to : 'omulmkot,
and in tisme many of thoase who laft us
came baok sgaln -~ some ri , 8048 poorer.
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"Clan-
8he

in the distancs.
John and Andrew Andoraon

mark® disappearing
sunveying
to Seotland to loarn their

homae

Andereon and his
(as shs was then).
profess.

Was no cther way of getting out) when I
oversook the late lir. John
tor - Hies Anderson
old ship

daugh
%e atood and watohsd the

was
ions as engineers.

in i:: old
settlers thers

arrived ,
than Kr, “ ire.

I canrot pass this with-
further allusion to their father
Hayor of the

y
I have no hansi
y

erason. He was
2}
ing that of all those earl

city when the Duks of

and ho sntertainad Bbi
Andorson., When they died hundreds falt

¥r., John

Town Hall.

wae no ona sore beloved

they had lomt thelir best friends.
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the one sanager.

r. C. ¥, Turnsr was aocnt
to England to inaugurate the London bus-
iness. Je bought Shree or four eslling '
shipe andi established the London businsss
on a sounti foosing, appolating kr. 0. R.
Strickland as the manager, aml he romajlnsd

aanager in Londen for many ymrs.

Steam was introduceda
iittie later Dy the chartering of the firet
ehip "British Quesn”, and this was the
firet dircot steam comsunioation betwesn
England and Hew Zealand. She arrived at
Lyttelton as her first port of call and
this was also her port of departure,

' Other stoamers followed. How no asteamer

' ever arrives from England direct to Lyt- I
telton and no eteamer aver leaves Lyttel-
ton for London dircot.

the day may coma,
when the Otira Tunnel gcompleted and the
northera trunk ral furthor extendad,
when Christohu-ch will taks her place ae |
s rallway csntrs, and we may yot &ee shipe |
bound for Lyttelton and outward bound for ,
England and slsewhere.

Later on the Companiess

| bought and built saveral very fine shipe

| and finer ones still fellowsd. It is a

. mattar for regret that al the Bow |
Zoaland Shipping Cosmpany®s ofiloes are
831l in the ssse old bullding in Heroford .
8treet, it is no longsr controlled hsra, I
but is part and parcel of the P. & 0.

i asslgasation.

The original Cobb & Oo's
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and 1t is amus to read it. One iten
was a prise of £2. for a test bDetween bonas
fide oart horses. The rasing, however,
tock a higher level as it went along, and
Nelson was the stroaghold of the racing.

The Redwoods, Staffords
halled from there with very fine horses,
y of them imported from Australia, and
Canterbury very soon followed suilt.

The Canterbury Jook
Club was formed in 1858, muuum.; en-

¥
came hr;‘ﬁ'u the Mtr-u::u
England , a very strong
years eut was the
district of New Jealand.
t only hadi these m themselvas from

we held the lead. Cricket
t ie still, our naticnal




They played

E.M.Grace ,{brother to W.
also

Eleven.

I remsuber the arrival of
{a

England

- Tom Loo
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thousands of times,
She must have col-

» and they literally

in rowing.

keld, and thore was a tresendous intersst
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cghurch at the old Royal Hotal - about
olght bouya, and somn very fine male voloas.
Wa wero olad in Eton costs and orthodox
ooliaras, but whore se got these Eton coats
from I cannot for the iifs of mo remssber.
I am gartain I did not oon one orthe othor
boys. Ue must have borrowed thes,

A Tt entariainer
who travelled all » (the digeings par-
ticularly) was Thatoher. He was one of
the olevercat mon that ever cams to the
Coloniee, He could enter a city or tomn,
and in an hour's time he would collact
the names of weli-knowm individuales and
their uliarition and that night they
would in song and very claverly writ-

A sample of Thatoher's
vorses is as followas., At the tims that
the Maori prisoners were Rept in s hulk in
Auckland Hsrbour, about 150 of thea as-
eaped, Sir Qeorge Grey being then the Gov-
ernor, and eupposed tc be oontrolling the
whole Haori War. The laoris ssoaped,
evary sother'e son of tham. Thie was good
for s and I well remsaber the rs-
fr:te of his song to the tune of “"Hellie
Gray® -

"Kakens Geo Grey. You lat ua get asay
And you'll never, never soe us nore .
Huch obliged to you we are, and you'll
find us in a Pah,
Riflo~pitted on the Taranaki Shore."

What I want to say next
I would not have said at all, had 1t not
been for the little Rotary notioe Assued
to-day which contaline asong other iteas,
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"Rotary Bensfits - Enlightened as to other
men'es work, problems, and successes" (and
“failures" xm be added). With that
paragraph staring me in the face, I thought
I would give you in tabloid form just my
own 60 years' experionce as a business man.

You know the old saying -
*Do not put all your eg:s in one basket"
which has since been wodernised to - "Put
all your eggs in one basket, but watoh
that basket carefully". Well, my opinion
ie that if your sole objeot is to acowmu-
late this world's posseseions, you will
do it better by following the wodern ver-
sion, and in keeping to one basket, but
in do 80 you will probably be worth
very little to your town or your country.
You will y be leading a life of
selfishness, studying yourself only, with-
out considering others. If you are to
help your place, you are bound to have
sowe of your in other baskets, and
some of your orts.

My oareer in business
commenced when I was between 1% and 15
years of age by my being duly apprenticed
to the oid fira of Peacook & Co., oon-
sieting then of ir. J.T.Poagook and Wur.
Beverley Buchanan, Mr. C. W. Turner
Joined the firm later when Mr. Peacook
retired.

My indenturcs were
drawn up in the orthodox old-fashioned
way for three years, to learan the bus-
inees of a merchant. The firet year's

W to bes a peppercorn if demanded.
an active iife among the ships




and shipping. This life appealed S0 =8 a5 i !
I came from seafaring antestors. IS must '
have been in the blood., I was sometimes
sent to Port Lovy to we in potatoes for
the old “lountaln Fald* for Syiney, or to
waigh Port Cooper cheese, also for Sydney. 1]
Down on the wharves to waigh out whalosbone I
fros Hugh Buohanan®s station at Paraki; |
often boarding ehipa, of whioh cur firm was L
sometimes the agent, with the ship's papers; |
mixed up with the serohandics - anything |
and evarything.

In =y ninetesnth year I "*.

was appointad super-carge on the old brig i

. “Winihover” balonging to the same firs, i
| and eent to Valparaisc, South Aserica, to

out this end, one i 8 ¥
ing delivered to Lane's Mill on . |
Izland at Hersford Street, axd the other !
' carpge to Wood's Hill at Riooarton. -

I I shen hal cxperiende . \'i
| amonget merchandise of every kind and i |
| salesmanship. I remsmber =sll thal we . il
I dealt largely in liquore at Shat tise. it
I I a= noting this just %o rofer to the ‘

in what people drink.

Whiskey in the early
I was not wuch known - in fact I do not i
| romember whiskey in the first inetance. It \. 1Kl
' wae Brandy and Genova, red.casad J,D.K.Z. i
| Thie case from Holland, and was the almost :’

;
a
5
§

|

g

versal spirit, and rum. Whiskey was a
ter mnovation.




On one cocasion Nr, Tar.
nor (with whom I was at the time) and ¥r.
¥, Hontgomery, isporsaed an entire cargo of
red-cased Geneva dirsat from Rotterdam -
about 15.000 onses., I am sure such a
thing has not cocourrad sinoe, but the pubd-
1ic rose manfully to the occasion and it
was not long before 1t was put inte con-
sunpticn,

He came to Lyttelton and
opensd for thoe Bank of NHew South Wales
eatablished the brancoh in telton
bought the present site in Horeford Stroot,
is being the yesidencs of the Super-
intendent, Ur, W, S, Hoorhouss, and that
remainad tha Bank until the new bullding
erected was gomplsted.

dr. Turnsr was an sxosed-

::?y elever business man, and bhad ships

iing to all parss of the world. He
was the firet to fmport Seas to Hew Zoea~
land direct from Chinaj; he was the first
to isport asugar direct froa Mauritius;
the firat to impurt Oregon Sisbers direct
ta New Zealand, His ramificationa were
very great, but he waz not sucosesful
from a finanoial point of visw, and diad
a poor man, ,

I then cmbarked on ny
own in the leather trade, built a Sannery,




r
and in boot manufacture in 1te . !
various forme; bullt a sammill at Little :
River, and clearsd the land. Altognther
I have cleared in Hew Zoalond upwards of

LS00 aorsa of buah land and made a lot of
iades of grase grow where none grow before;
cwnad sheep and cattle; and sy connection
with the Littls River Mil)! Lrought me into
touch with cocksfoot in the first instance. |

' This was & wonderful

Jeot 50 yenre ago. The late Willias Wil-

son was the firet man o introduoe the seed
| to the Penlnsala, snd 1t beoams a wonderful i
: Andustry. I wos one of She first shippers | VLR
| of cocksfoot to England, and 3o the Con- : i
, tinent, and I remeubasr eell 8 coneldor- : i

abhls parosl by cable ome day Tor Densark. il

They wrote $8c say i 11
w%mmxy. They asked for il &
*Akaron” foot, and thi=s seed with its ' MR
» beosme the standard for the world. - :
They wrots te uz it had besn distributed

e Maptag 4o Thet thwes yoree
. yaars |
have baen importing cocksfoot from Den- |
probably the product of the very ;
sant them forty years ago. :

E

:

for one man, I a=
surviving mesber of the first
Dirsctors of the Xnizpoi Woollen
.y BE I have not been cone
with the for yoars, |
am the sols survivor of the fir=t Board
4 n%mto—a of the Christchurch Tr

P

f

bh

8."




tha first two seoretarios. I a= alone.
We built the lins from Papanul to Sumner,
and lte varicus branches. This line has
now all disappearsd and the pressnt splen-
did electric service takee ite place.

I assistad in founding
the Iniustrial Asscoliation - the first in
New Zealand. I was its firet President,
and presided over two exbibitions, includ-
: ing the Canterbury Jubilee Exhibision in
| 1900, when we opensd the Caaterbury Hall, |
andy n8 a Commissionsr of the Iaternational
Exhibition of 1906.

' I have gerved on a Road
Board; I was for nine years a meaber of
the Lyttelton Harbour Board, and there
again every member of that Board has die-
appeared. The Hom. Ed. Richardson was

, ite Chalrman, and I om the only survivor -

“ the Engineer; Hr. Napier Bell the Harbowr

| Haster, having all pasced away.

: Thic analyaing of my
. gonnasction with those o0ld things is rather
|| pathetic, but it seema incvitable. I wae
aleo one of the founders of the Union Row- |
” Cilub. T wns ons of a committes of four |  *
I whioh met in the Bank of New South Walea
: in the office of the Inspeoctor - iir. Oe~
I wald Gilchrist, who was a keen rowing man. |

” We decided on She nams
‘ of the Club - there was no Union Stesaship
‘ Co. in those days. We did not copy thex- ‘

theoy muet hava oopled us. I was the

i Ciubte firet Traasurer; Nr. Ollivier was
. its first Ssoretary, and I Shink thare are
| only about five survivors of the original
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*Earlier Christohurch

Rotarinn Andrew Andorson

Charter Neoumbaorx.

- —

An addrese deliversd before the
Rosary Ciub on Tusaday
7%t June, 1922.




BRICKS :

¥hen the settlers from the
first four ships came over the Hills to the
Plains, they, of a ocnsiderable nusbear of
thes, oampad on a site on the southern bank
of the River Avon, near shere the Barbadoess
Street Bridge now la.

This sottlement was Oalled
*The Brickse” and waas so oalled bDecause a
boatlond of bricks had boen dischar
thero, and even a pile of bricks e a
landmark in those days. The River was
largely uvesd at firast for ths conveyanca
of the settlers' heavier goods, and that
waa probably the reason for the selection .
of this aite. ‘:

Aftor o year or 80 at "The .
Bricke® the settlers moved out %o tha sec- .
tions they purchased in warious parte of I




A Cully (one of several
inoluded in the town site) ran from near
St. Miohsals Chureh to near the Bank of
H.2. and crosesd Cashel Street at its in-
terssotion with Colombo Strest. This
Gully was n sarioud obstacle and the resi-
dents, without ealling for Govermment or
other assistance, turned out and filled in
the Cully themselvesa,

I was very young at
the time, but I turnsd out too, and worked
until some man MJ““ away and sald
1 was only digging and not furthering
the work. I cannot resosber any metal on
any of the strects at that time, but High
Streat was the maln , being
continuntion of the Ferry , and it




muat have had motal of some =sort.

Any desoription of our
atrects in thoe early days would bs inoom-
without reference to ths Bullock
s which were so froguently to bo seen

on them, Farmers froa the surm:.
district on cartain days brought in ir

and took back their storss.

the mud of winter time, no cther
conveyance was posaible.

The teams gensrally oon-

sisted of about six to oight bullocks,
but often more, Thay were often laft
with an indifferent satoh when ths driver

l was doing his business. Although as a
rule gquist and even soamolent, somotimes
the bullocks took a fanoy for a run. They
wore not sasily stopped, and it was a great
joy to the youngsters when a toam got away.

UATER LYING:
In the wintar, a great deal
of water lay in parts of the town aite.
One lake stretohed from Hason Struthors®
corner to Tuam Strect and Manchester
- | Streect. Deap ditohes were in varicus
' gtrects to relieve this condl

#oorhounse Avonus and that
mmmwmmonmu
1 was swamp. Traffic was con-
fined in theers parts to emall boys like
ummww
on their or mnlawful
ogoasiona.
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The said small boys 1§

peregrinated a good deal on stilts when the I

water was lying - not effeminate stilts with 1§ e

= shafts for handles, but stiits out off o

tlad with flax to the lag below the

knee - plenty of freasdoms of ac then.

idges over

wore few. I think Victoria Strast waa the
firast, but Colombo Street Br wns the
Ty el T A Ry B

y. it was &0
used beoause the Poat Office mas close
1%, at or near the corner of Colombo and
Cheater Streots.

sng the river wma by ‘Foris: oo pEiseAeL
river was ",

ford was in Heraford Strset mtﬂm the

Taland which afterwardis ms the site of In-

wood's Flour Mill.

Another near the Royal
Hotel wne ealled Flsharts Ford from Dv.
Fisher who lived on Oxford Terrace nearby,
and uaed 1t a great deal. Dr. Fisher's
2i%e, or a site cloas by, has Doen cGOu~
pied by = Dootor aver eince his day.




the Wesl Churoh.
the itself, and ite site was near
where Petersen®s now is.

' A larger Church wns
built later a little furt,er north

served for some yoears.

Later, the sohool build-
ing was taken bodily to the present West
Christohureh School site and was towed
there on sheals by the boys themselves.

Christ's College had ite
infancy on a site in Lichfield Stroeest op-
posite St. Michasl®s., It was then known
as the CGrascar School. -

Of the people I naturally
remeubor bast those with whos I came in con
taot. My father had bis Sed at the
Eaatern side of his section, 2 his
drelliing was on the Westarn slde.

very difficult to cbtain, and I romomber
him selling us of one ingident whioh is 1l-
lustrative of the difficulties thome early
sattlers had Sc faoe.

He requirsd a bar of

iron of a particular size for an urgent ﬁ.
It #28 in Lyttalton, but the roads ware
e for sheel traffic. He

wvis the Bridie Path, got his iron and




sud of the Ferry Road - desp, tonacious mud
and miles of it - nearly bim, but
at last he got home Shoroughly exhausted,
but wisth his irom.

I have often marvelled
how ay fathar managed to pmm.rt

Poundry Plant. I oan remeasbor the Boiler
in parsicular, because 1t srrived late on
a Saturday, and my btrother John got in-
side it in his Sunday clothes early next
Gg;‘ Hie aotion was unfavourably eriti-
o .

The first cast was the
oocasion of a function whoan all the notables
came. and speeches weres madde. It also

Those whose homess wsre
near the river availed themeeolves of that
glear cocl stresam, but Shose more remote

welle. Thsse were not very deep and
they did not aot as colleesors of water,
hut as a msans of tapping an undergr
strean. Looking down our well, w8
oleose to wheres thie building noce ctands,
wa gould ses the olemr atream running at
the bottos. -

The first Mayor of
Christchureh was &, Un, Wilson - a man of




outatanding avility. s had held some
position on Lord Rosa' eatate and waa
skilled in all satsars relative %o horsti-
culture. Hia garden ocooupled ths whole
blook boundad Dy danoheater, Coshel, Had-
ras and Liohfield Streets, and 1t was,
even in those early dayes, cultivated to
its fullsst axtent.

ir, Wilson married the
sldest dsughtor of Wrs. Filllans, whe 1s
alao worthy of memtion for the grit and
determination she shoved in very trying
oonditions. Her husband diasd suddenly on
tha Port Hille on his first from
Lyttelton to the Plains, lsaving his wife
and large family to make thelir effort
alons 1:3:: :'smmz they 434 moat
succasa y a drapary e3-
tablishmont at She Harket Placs, as Vie-
toria Square was oalled then.

Ancthar clooe nelgh-
bour was ¥r. Thacker, father of our pres-
ent a«-. ¥r. Thacker®s anergles were
dove in the early days %o running vss-
sals up the Hsathoole. Inaurance for
this trade oould not be obtalined,
and Mr. kar sustained heavy losses,
but on ths other hand ha made good profits.

Streat,
and other parts of one
steamers were brought to his ceotlion and
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in the early days.

noned Jacobs

) and his per-

our Towm Hall of aany uses
formance would be gonsidered gocd to-day.




Those, Chairsan, and
folliow rotarians, are a fow recollections
that have cocurrad to me of She periocd of
2y ohildhood. If tise allowed, no doubt
I eould add many more, and probably suo-
@sed In woarying you,

I thank you for the
::lﬂ interaet you have taken in my little
k.







» . ay
Dobson, and in a few minutes, will aek him
to address ue on a subjeot which, T am
Sure, will be of the greatost intercet to
evary membar pragent,”*

Canterb Wast ﬂg E one ame most
Imrﬁ% and intersnting events associat-
ed #ith the connsotion of the East and
Feat Consts of the South Island of New
Zonland., Only soant regords are available
and ¥r. Dobson's gontribution will beconme
vary valusble, more sspacially as he was
the plonear, and to his stremsucus
and daring work the mountain pass waa
found which w#iil probably to the end of
tiae Donar nis name.

——— .

¥r. A. Dudicy Dobson - |

You know of course that :
this Isiand 1s 9alled by the Haoris ‘h :
¥ahi Pounamu* - the place or locus, of the
Pouriamu, or greenstone, and the sctual |
icei were the rivers Teremakau and Arahura,

a ragion that, in Hsori timss, was always :
debatabilie ground.

Sose of the Maoris from
the Horth Island came all the way by sea
in thalr ing oanoes for the such-

iged grumm; others grossed Cock®s
trait in cancss, oame down She sast
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short, but were reecucd by the Haorils sho
provided Shem with 2nough foud to take
them to the Buller.

IS sould bz a long story
to tel! you of the R'urmyu from Nelson
made by dr. (later ) Willlam Fox; by
Mr. Hoaphy; and by ir. James inckay, who
went to negotiate for the purchnes of
lands from the lsoria,

"~ Ha was followad almost ia-
mediately by Dr. (later Sir Juliuve) von
Haast, who was ac ed by ur. tt,
2 mining surveyor. went as far ase
the Crey and reported on the country from
a geologlonl and mining point of view.
Theeo mum, howovar, nover got such
below Grey and really never antered
tha West Coast part of Cantarbury.

In 1862 or 1863 the Pro-
vinolal Qovernment of Canterbury dsocided
to establish a reiief store at the Groy.
Gold had been found sil through the Bul-
ieor and Upper Grey and the diggers were
beginning to work down the Grey Valley.

A listle bafore thie
tine, Whitoombs, an engineer, had crossed
the ranges and reached Hokitika. Jis ami
2 man nased Louper wors dromned in attempt-
ing %o orcess the Toremakau - an attempt
they eshould not have sade.

The Covernment sont a
vessel, named, I thiak, the "Occan Wave®
to establivh a reiiof atore, and a party
in eharge of Mr, Charlton Howitt, a son
of the celebrated suthors - ¥illlam and




- was sent %o Diase a line

along the old ¥mori route. The Maoris
did not sake a track beoause that would
have allowad Shelr snemics to follow them -
they always hid the svidonoss of their mowve-
msonte as muoh as posaible and mad: thelr
Journeys through the bush, the bad

of the Terssakau to the coast, t being
the easliest Trouts, they could finl,

At the baginning of 1863,
the Government decided that they must know
scmething about the West Const and adver-
tized for surveyors to survey it from the
Groy %o the southern boundary. This area
was divided into two - one 75 milea long
from the Crey to Abut Haad; and the second
from Abut Head to the scutherm boundary.

I sas then just over twonty-
one yoars of age and thought that At was
time I did something, and I tondered for the
firat seotion and got it. The man #ho got
the other seotion lsughed at a Doy taking on
such a job. He was a middla-aged man of con-
sidarable experienve, The Government evi-
dently did not thibk that I was Coo young SO
undertake the job.

iy first conoera was %o get
an cutfit together . a matter that took
about six weaks to accomplish. I went to
Helson and ehartoered a ilttle sohooner as
none of the ospers of boats would under-
take to convey me and my party down the
coast for a fized sum.

If I had known then a8 much
as I do now, I would have bought the wessel
and put her ashors about the alddle of my




contract. - A3 a aatter of faot I paid for
the charter about twioe as much as the
vasrel wae worsh.

I packad all storas in
drapery cases, putting in ozee flour,
bacon, tea, sugar, other neopeearies
in the required proportions, Ths zino
lininges of the oases ware carcfully eol-
dored and =ell secured with iron hocops.
The stores wers thme thoreoughly seocured
from water and rats.

¥e esilad from Nelson on

&th s the gonaist of twelve
man. E mmcmo- small vesecel
was, I gay that the oabin was £ ft. by
6 3. wore six bunke in it which
sare mors lilks beo gells than berths, If
I wantod to turn on ny pillow I had o
pull my piliow out first. The first day
out w8 struck heavy weather off Separation
Point, and wo lay the first night in Tonga.

On the 10%h we were out in
the Strait: and, meeting with hesvy weather,
ware Gompelled to Tun baok and shelter at
the Croixeliievs, where we spont two days.

On the 13th we sallod again
and got off Cape Farewslil, but again met
with very heavy ssather and we ran back to
P'Urville Isiand and sholtered in Greviile
Harbour on the weatern side of the Island,
Thie harbour hae a little boulder bank
similar to the one at Neleson, axdi is an
excellent place So take shelter.

After 1 there for a weesk,
whioh we spent fi pig-hunting, wa
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We sorasbled ashore snd on
the baach we found s nuaber of Nasoris and Ur
Townahend and Swe of bis men walting to as
siet us. Hr. Townehond was An charge of thae
Covarnment relief store at the Crey.

We got all the carge out of
the boat and took it to the camp I eetabd-
lished in the bush on ths southsrn bank of
the Grey. We oxaminoed ths boat but found
it all stove-in. bargain with the ownar
waa that he was to land me, so whan she
#ant ashore, that emnded the wholse business
as far as any obligations on my part were
gongarned.

The orew aade their way
back to the Buliasr whore there was a oon-
eldorable township at Westpori, and where
amuch gold-digging waa goling on.

When ny casp had been
fully established my msen wsre set to work.
The first job was to start a survey of the
Grey. I had gootl bush hands with me and

cut buesh lines. T got a half-cante -
Fred. Reid, who knew enough Engiish to
make himsolf understood in very sisple
things, and a Hsori, who rejoiced in Sthe
name cf John Wesley, and his wife, and we
want down the beach to ses what the coun-
try waa like and So ascortaln ths beat
-“?ac! starting the sork in that re-
' -

When I got back to ths Gray,
the first thing I heard was that Townshend
and one of his men had been drowned while
attempting to bring a whale boat, in whioh
they had coms from Hokitika, owar the Cray
Bar. Two of my men were old whalars and




signalled o Kr. Townshend to Gome ashore
oen the bsash; but declided %o try the
bar on which they ozapeised.

Of the five in the boat
three wars drowned - a shite aan named -
Fin and a Maori nased Simecn managed to got

ashora. When Simeon reschod the beagh, his
wife, who was utung osoking and looking
on, saild %o him : "S » e's your

T° He repifed - *"In the boat*. She
sald "0o and got it*, and Simeon imeediste-
ly mads for the boat, and, whan the waves
tuarned it right side up, ho got in, undid
tho swag and swam ashore with is.

Shortly afterwards a san
came down froe Lake Bruaner and reportsd
that he was the ouly ons left of Howitt's
party. They had gone eeling nsar the ous-
12t of the lake into the river - Kotuku-
knokao (the Arnold) in a greon cance.
When they got to the south of the river
(i.e. the cutlet of the Brumner) the cance
Gapelzed.

The only san saved was the
gook and he would have been with the par-
ty, but for the fagt that s had cut hie
foot with sn axe.

This news so disheartened |
uy men that they decided to leave, and !
sdvised me to toe, saying that we -
all be die-uz. I padd off the man
and they sads their way to the Buller.,

I sent to the Haori Pah
at the Groy shers Ter i was chief. He
was a dignifisd rangit of the old school -
quite a gentlesan in his way, very dignified




and hospitable. He sald to me - "You
groat fool %o ocome here with white men;

you should E“ Heoris; white men all gett-
ing drowned”.

By this time I had cosie
to realise that the work oouid be done sat-
1sfactorily only by Maoris, but befors I
gculd employ them 1t wan necessary that I
should know Sthe language.

I found a Testasant in

Haori at the Pah, and as I had been, in

younger days, Shree yearas with ay Uncle

Roev. Charles Dobson, of Buskland, Tas
mania, and as I had to learn the coliot
and pospel overy Sunday during thas per-
icd, I knew a great deal of How Tes-
tament by heart, conasquently when I got
a copy of the Testament in the linori
languaze, I was able, in a fortnight,
with very little ssalstanoe from . .
Reid as to how to use the werbs, to oarry
on an ordinary cunversation ia Maori with
anss.

At once I got together
a party of Haoris who knew where mussels
ware to bo found on the beach and whore
woodhens and sels culd be got inland.
told them that they had to look after
and ay field books, or otherwise Sthere
would be no pay for thesm,

The result was that I
1ived 1ike a Tighting cook and never had
a wat blanket, nor ever was in any serious
danger when oreesing rivers. :

1 found the nativee




vary amusing fellows - they sang and
danoed, and generaliy provsd ﬂnmu
hands for the kind of work I was engaged
upon.

tha
surveysd the whole of the beach and had
eatablished caspe st the mouthe of the
rivers, I had %o survey. In

Haoris got tired of the work, though I gave
than ¢o, and on no day

to work very hard.
woathar they spent

ing in their tente, but they had sarned
iittle money and wantsd to go to Kalapol
to spend it. -

g8
-4
g

I Sherafore arr
tham %o carry the survey up the Teremskau
as far as Lake Sumner, Shus jJoising up She
East and ¥West Consts surveys.

When this was complatad I
wont to Christchuroh S0 report progress

and also %o got horses whioh I iatended
taking over the Hurumul Saddle to the Coust.
Terapuhi had told me that there was a low
pass into the Walmakariri, but that it was
a difficult route.

1o onh Soor e ki o
upstrean » ths of Tfind a bet-
tar pase than the Hurumui. I went up the
tributary of the Walsmkariri that I named
the Bealey, and disgowsrcd the pass now
known as Arthur'e Pasa. T 4id not, how-
evar name i,

I namod Mount Rolleston.
I found that the pass wae quite lsprastio-
abla for horsee in the abeence of a road.




m GCovernment, my late brother, Wr.
Gearge Dobson, wans sent by the Covern-
mant to report on all the passes at the
hond of the Wnlimakariri, and he raeported
that the best one wns "Arthur's Pusa® and
from that reforence the Pase got 1%s name.

Shen I found that I could
not get horses to the coast by this routs,
I took them over via the Hurunui Saddle,
swimming them Acwn the Teremakau Gorpe to
the bensch.

By thie time I knew She re-
gquiremsnts of the goaat work, and I took
white men with »e - gallors who were usad
to rough work.

I finished the Job within a
fow weaks of the contraot tice and I re-
osived an offioial lettar froam Ur, Cnss,
the Chief Surveyor, thanking as for the
manner in which I had oarried 1t out and
conmonding me for having aocomplished
the work in suoh 4Aifrfioult circusstanges,

That wanc what the boy did.

Phat about the asn sho undertoock the other
part of the const? He attempted to do it
in boats and drowned half his men. In
four montha he was back and was asking for
a8 Gosmpassionate allowances for his losses,
as he had done no work for which he could
olala payment.

By the time I had finished,
thbt;md\hthemerdtggtngam

In Srying a prospect of ths black
onmuﬁ ona of my sen sald




that ;rn.umwhtmwum
make a fortune., I - the
nscensity for Mls botton Af you have
found the gold?* *If you had your
Bibia you would have ssen that an-
gient paoples saved simliliar gold on sheep-
gkina” .

Afterwards all this ground
was worked and the geold was savad, at
first on blankets and aftersarde on quick-
sllversd platee.

An inatangce of Hsori super-
stition which came under my own obaorva-
tion, will probably interost you.

There 18 a plage near the Jjuno-
tion of the Arnold and the Grey - about
¢laine up the river, whioh had a vary bad
name asongoet the Maoris. I wanted to camp
there, but Terapuhi sald to sme - "Do not
camp 2. It %8 a vory bad plags®.

I sadd - "I do not see why I
should not". *Well”, he sald "if you do,
I will como too". We on ths epot
and it oame on to rain, told my moen
that we wmere golng to have 2 flood, and
two or three daye rain, and as it me no
use them eating up the tudker, I Stold thea
they had Letter go to the Orey. This they
dida.

Terapubi sald there wmould Lo
waske of bad weather., I sald - *I°11
stay here”. Terapuhi sald - "Don't stop
here by yourself. If you 80, something

terrible will happesn to you. If you stop,
I'11 stop too".




The first and second nighta
nothing bappenad; the third night Tera-
puhi said: "There's something wery bad".

I sadd "What is 187" He replied - *"Taspo".
This word is from the varh “tas”, to ar-
rive, and, connooted with "po", means any
fuarsome thing that arrives at night.

I sald - "Ask Taspo to oome
in". Terapuhl a big, powerful, athletic
man began to shako; homvmrtlgmcul.
" I come to your side and sleop with

1T" he asked. There wers two logs on
eagh side of the Maori whare with a fire in
niddle. fcrwmmtoxuﬂc;
mmlmuth!m. He sald "He is

in™.
1 asked; "What 18 he 1ike?*
Ha replied - "He's like a pig. He is putt.-
his head bundles of raupoc; now
his shoulders are in; now all of him 18
How his hend is turning into & man's
hosad; now hie fore-legs are like a man's
“{’ now he is quite 1ike a little man;
;:' h is sitting down on the log by the
re*,

I nekad - "Can you see his
fave?® He repliied "No, Af =0 ses his fage,
we shall die, but he has his back to us®.

By this time Terapuni

in a state of sost terrific funk,
suid; "He is going"” and desor
m & san to

I thank you for listening
1ittle narrative; it 18 not always
I get such an atientive andisnos.




Ihe Prosident :

I am sure we are much indebted to
dr., Dobaon for the very intarcsting ao-
m’ t he has given of hies early esxper-

anges.

#r. Dobson has sx-
pressed his willingness toc ansser any
gonloan that he possibly can iX any

tarian decires any further information.

8aid he wanted to ask
#hy he A?ﬂ not finish hies story
what he {(the speaker) gunsidered
asmstic of it - that fifey

Mr. Dobson
:Lun
®moat
years after lic, disoovered Arthur’s
Pase, Joe. Orimmond of Ross, orawled

through the aix siles and a half tunnel
under Arthur's pass,

Retarian Geo. X. Booth :

asked #hat #25 the area,
or w.‘ oximate area, that ¥r. Dobscn sur-
veyed.

Er,. Dobson said that it

w28 about 2,000 square miles from the Grey
to Abut Head and inland S0 the wmatershed.

- -




Sald be waz sudh in-
. tarested in Nr. Dobson'a narrative. Wr.
| Dobson was a gold-mine of information Af
I they only handled his right.

* Thare sere asny mat-
ters oonnectod with early Canterbury and
| Mr. m::- :-n mrtioular u:kﬁt::tm
. ough plaged on record w
| of no other institution, buid- the Ro-
tary Club, that could got that information.

" He looked upon Mr. Dob-

! son a8 probably their most distinguished

| citisgen and a man whooe iife was an objeot

I :::untommg.:nmuy. lr.nob:n 'i

started ness again though

. wae eldest man in the room. That he I

. should take up thiec engineering work as a f
matter of Gourse, after retir from his
groat work in coanection with Etate,
was a oredit to bim and to those he lived

ARODZGE . ;

! Hr. Dobsen : '.

Jeot
| West Coast, wvia Arthur's Pass, was made
. shortly after the Pass was disgovered - it
mast have Dean in 18565,




On the President®s sotion, and
by acclasation, a hearty wvota of thanks
was acgorded to Mr. Dobson.

In acknoxladging ths wvote of
thanks, Mr., Dobson said that he would be
only too pleasad, Af the Ciudb so dosired,
to give another address doaling with in-
cidenta that cocurrsed in thoss old Simes.

- e

Upon she call of Rotarian Alpers,
Gheors wore given for ths Shree typioal
oariy sesilers present -

Besars. Robert Allan

Andrews Anderson
A. Dutley Dobason.
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