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The Canterbury (N.Z.) Aviation Co. Ltd.

The First Hundred Pilots .

INTRODUCTORY.

'1' was durin g a vis it to Engl and i ll the l.a tter part of 1908 that my inter est

was first a roused in uvint ion , aurl the possibility of its com in g into use for

p ra cti cal purposes. Oil J anuary 13th of that year, F arman had made

pructicu .l ly th e first aeroplane fligh t , circling round t he Eiffel 'ro wer, in

P ar is. and accompl ishing a distance of 1(;:30 ya rds . A fe w mon ths la ter the Wi-i gh t,

B rot hers, Farman an d Delugrange we re constantly es t ablishing new r ecords, t ill by

the en el of the yea r rlistunces of over fift y miles had been flown. About the sa me t ime

Coun t Zeppel in was ex peri menting wi th hi s fa mo us airsh ips, one of them being

wreck ed hy a sto rm on Au gust 5th .

In H)OD t he political atmosphe re of Europe hecame elec trica l, and the g ift of a

New Zeal and D re nd nou gh t was ma de. Th e Domin ion P arliam ent wa s summo ned on

J'u ne 10th fo r a short session. to enable the Prime Mi ni st er, Sir J oseph 'Yard , to at

tend .an I mperial Conference . On June Ll t h , imm ediately aft er t he Address-in-Repl y

hnd heen mo ved an d seconde d, I spoke in t he L egi sla ti ve Counc il (Hans nr d , Vol. 146,

p. 14 /, ur gi n g t he Go vernment to adopt avi a ti on as a means of na ti onal defen ce , point

ing' 011t the Ge rma n awa kening to t he importance of the subject , and suggesti ng to

the P r im e :\[inister that h e should av ail himself of the opportunity of hi s approaching

vi sit to En gland t o obtain information . 'I'h « sug gest ion was not eve n discu ssed , hut

seven years la t er , i ll Jlay , 1916 , I moved ill the L egi sla tive Counc il :- - " 'I'h at in view

of t he ra pid developmen f of t he sc ie nce of a erial navi ga tion th at ha s taken place 1Il.

recent yea rs. t h is Council suggests tha t th e Go vernme nt sho uld estab lish a schoo l or

schools of flying' in preparation for the formation of an av iation corps for purposes of

na tional defence." (Ha nsa rrl . V01. 175 , p. 213).

The Lender of the Counc il , t he H all. Sir F ra ncis Bell , spea k ing on behalf of

the G(Fe nl lllent , did not oppose th e ' pa ssa ge of t he motion . H e was, a s he always

is, extremely cour te ous, hut h e could ho lel out no hope that it would he acted on. The

estn bl ishm en t of schools of a viation wa s no t, a practi cal necessi t y of th e mom ent , and

his colleague (t he :\fini stel' of Defen ce) , with whom he agreed, th ou ght th at it could

not then with nd vnntn ge he und ertaken hy th e Go vernme nt .
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FOUNDATION OF THE SCHOOL.

Preliminary Work.- T he· P rovisional Board of Direc tors , uppoiuted at tlie in
augural meeting, held offic-e un til the first general meeting of the Company, on Decem
ber ltll, I D1 6. I mm edi ately after its consti t ution, it proceeded to set up committees
to attend to the promotion of the Company ge nerally, to select a site fo r the aviation
ground, to prepare plans and superv ise th e erection' of bui ldings, to order aeroplanes
an d manufacturing and re pa ir ing: machinery , to attend to finance an d office ma nage
ment , to define the relationship of the school to the Defence Depart ment , an d ·t o ob
tain the recoguit.ion of t he ,Va r Office an d t he Hoyal F l,\'ing Corps .

nIl'. C. ,V . Hervey was app oin te d Sec retary, and h is off ce , 59 Cathe dral Sq ua re,
Cln-isteh urch , was registered as the office of t he Company. 'I' lie prospectus was filed
aut ] t he Com pany \ \':1S registered on Sep te mber 20th . On October 21th a sufficient
num her of shares had been applie d for t o enable t he Dir ect ors to proceed to allotment.

Choice of Site for Aerodrome.- It may be tho ught that with the wi(le are a of the
Canterbu ry Plains f rom which t o choose, t here should have been no . difficulty in selec t 
in c a cood aero drome. At least a dozen excellent si tes were offered and in sp ect ed , bu tb t:l _

the difficulty of the pr obl em by in the desire of the Provisional Direct or s to select t he
best site possibl e , and one wh ich could not be eclipsed by fu tu re ri val s. They looked ulieud
to t he ti me, after the war , wh en an aerodrome would be a practical necessi ty for every
city th e size of Clu-istoh uro h , wh en th e postal serv ica would be ca rried by ail' , and
pri'vat e owner s would want the ir han gars and a er~c1r01l1 e just as motori sts now need
a ga ragp. Accessibilit y to the city would t hen become a poin t of primary impor ta nce .
It so happens that Christoliurch is surrou nded by a barrage of suburban res idences
wi th th eir gardens an d orcha rds, and worse than all, fro m a flyin g poin t of view , with
an ent anglement of t elegraph , teleph one and elec tric li ght and power wi re s . '1'he site
fina ll y selecte d is under six miles from th e centre of the city, aud within a few
minutes ' walk of the electr ic trams and of a ra ilway station (Sock burn) . 'I'h e origina l
purch ase cons isted of rather oyer a hundred acres, bu t has since been added to. '1'he
la nd had be,:,n userl as a small g ra zing fa r m, an d was mos t ly in grass, bu t a good deal
of level lin g had to be done to im prove th e s urface , an d the int er sectin g hedges an d a
plan ta ti on taken out . The site possesses -other vspecial advantages . It adjo ins the
Ca nte rbury P ark Trotting ground, whi ch affo rds goo d landin g ground in case . of
emergencyn nd is not likely t o be.built over , and perhap s more imp ortant still, it is
within reach of electr ic li gh t and pow er supply from t he Govern ment install ati on at
La ke Cole ri dge . . Lo oki ng towa rd s th e sout h and east thePort Hills form a fine back-.
g rou nd, while an th e west th e snowy summits of the igreat cha in of the Southern Alps
stre tc h in an un broken line al on g the wh ole horizon . Both ranges are too fnr-aw ny t o
cause any atmospheric di sturban ce at the ae ro dro me . (S u bse quent experience of over
a yea r has enabled ~lr .lIill , the Company 's in struct or , to say that th e cl imate an d
wind conditions are exceptiona llyfavourabl e for flying, and th at hi s pupils haYe been
able to pu-t in far more h ours per week t ha n he could ever get done a t- H endon) . 'I'h a-
by of the ground has allo wed a st raight, level ' course of uearly -u mile to -be laid out,
in a dir ecti on fa vourable t o it s use wh en t he pr evailing wi nd s are bl owing. and . here 
several pupil s ca n practise st ra igh t. flights, 'simul ta neously , ' wi tho ut interfer ing: -with ..
one another.

HENRY F . WIG-RA)I.

Th e rema ind er of th e st ory has been pieced together fr om th e Compa ny 's
m in ute hook s and ot he r records . Beli eving as I do, tha t an und ertaking' so close lv

. .~

a llied to national defence should haYe been esta blished hy t he Gove rnme nt, as has
been cl one in Au stralin , I hnve thought it du e to th e Compa ny wi th whi ch T am associ
a te rl , an d to myself, t o make it clear that we have not jumped t he Governm en ts

cla im, and only inte rve ned after the express refusal of th e Goy erl1lnent to act.

Christchurch , New Zeal and ,
-luue, 1!J18.

1'he Au ckl and school , now known as t he New Zealand :Flying School, is sit uated
on the shore of the harb ou r , and confines its operations to seapla nes . I n addit ion to
these t wo schools, the Governme nt of Ne w So ut h , Vales was fitting up a t hird school at
Hich m01111 , whi ch has since sta rted .

The mot ion wa s allo wed to pass, but the Governments decision had to be
a ccepted as fina l.

At that time t he re were two schools of aviation Il1 Austral asia . 'l'h e pio nee r es
tablishment was t he school at Laverton , near :JIelb oul'lle, which had been fo un ded by
the Conunonwoulth Gover nme nt some three yea rs ea rl ier, and had already sent t wo

a ir sq ua dro ns to assist the ea use in )lesopotamia. 'I'lie second school was t hatat
Kohimnramn , Hear Au ckla nd , a private insti tutio n which had recentl y been started by

)lessl's . W al sl : Broth ers an d Dexter. It is worthy of note t hat the younger '\' alsh
not only bu ilt hi s own machine, bu t tau ght himself to fly it.

Aft er t he passage of t.he motion III t he Legi sla tiv« Cou ucil, t he Minister of De
fence indicuted th nt whil e t he Government was not pr epared to establish n Sout h

Islan d school, it luul no obj ect ion to it s bt'ing undertaken by pri vnte en te rprise . Th e
first st ep was to obtain in formation as t o t he most suita ble make of aer opl an e for
t uition purposes, and to find out wh eth er machines could be obtain ed and shipped .
f1'hanks t o th l:' assist ance of my brother in London , I wns able, on Jul y 8th, to place :111

order fo r t wo Cnud ron biplanes . 'I'li e next step was t o sen d out severa l hundred
copies of a privnte circula r t o those l~kely to be wil lin g and ahIe to assist. The
r-ep lies wer e enco uraging, and on Au gust 22 , 1916, th e meetin g at whic-h th e Com

pa ny may he sa id to ha ve sta r te d was held in the Cha mber of Oomme rce H all , Chr ist
ch urch . Th e )Iayo r of Christc lrurch too k the chair, and a large and influent inl Board
of Dir ect ors was elected.
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The School's Progress.-'rhe scho ol way be sa id to have star te d opera t ions on June
19th, 1917, when the fir st pa ssenger flight s wer e made in Cante rbury. 'I'here was
then only one ma chine, the 60 H .P. tw o-sea ter , and in it nil'. Hill took up , su ccess
ively , the Chairman and )Irs. '\Vigram, and the six pupils the n in resid en ce. A month
later the fir st machine built on the premises became av ailable, and on this machine ,
on August 24, all six pupils t ook their cert ifica tes, flyi ng the mac hine t hey had helped
to build . :Major (no w Colone l) Sl eeman , LG. S . . wa s t he Superv isor, and comp li
mented :Mr . Hill 'o n the excellence of hi s pupil s ' performan ces. Four days la t er }'Ir.
Mercer, wh o had j oin ed th e school a. g reat deal Int er tha n th e ot hers, took hi s "ticket ."
H e had been selected to t ra in fo r t he position of assistant in struct or , and could not
otherwise have entered the school, as he was oye r the ag e (25 yea rs ) at that time t he
maximum allo wed for entry in the R oyal Flying Corps . F or some months the progr ess
of school work was slow, t here were only two mach ines, and one or other wa s often
under r epair , th us only two" t icke ts" were ta ke n in Sep t ember, and the sa me number
in Octob er. After tha t t ime the numbers steadily increased, as mor e mach ines
were provided , and Mr. 1IIercer becam e fully qualified . A third in structor was also

that his health would soon permit him to take up tu ition work . Soon after the election
of the Board , L ieutenan t Scotland definitely declined the po ition on account of health,
and the Boa rd had to look elsewhere. There were se veral candidates for the post, but
before making any appointment the Direc tors asked and obtained the assistance of t he
Government in making enquiries t hro ugh the H igh Commissioner in L on don . The
H igh Commissioner strongly recommende d )11'. C. },I. Hill , who had been ch ief iu
structor in the H all F lying' School, at H endon , England . }lr. H ill was ap pointed, and
arrived in Christchurch on )lay 3, 1917 , about a fo rtn ight after t he first machine had
be en delivered.

Aeroplane Fleet.- One of the fir st acts of the Provi sional Board had been to take
over the contrac t en te re d into by the Chairman for the purchase of tw o Cuud ro n
Anzani ae roplanes . and t o order a third ma chine of the same make. The
fir st machine to arrive, though not t he fir st ordered , wa s a tiU h.p. dual-control,
and after the firs t fe w flights it developed structura l weakness in its engine, and h ad
t o go in to dock for ex te us ive repairs. Whil« these repairs wer e bein g ca rried ou t, ~lr.

Mackie set to work to build a plane for a 4b h .p. engine, orig ina lly impor t ed by Lieut.
Scotland , and afterwards purch ased by the Company. 'I'he pupil s all len t a hand at the
build in g , and the new machine was flown by Mr. Hill on July 21. It was chr is tene d
" \Vhite'Yin gs " by t he boys , and was a great success. a ll t he pup ils fo r the fir st fe w
months ta king their t icke ts on it. ~I r. )1ackie ca me to us fro m the Auckland Sch ool ,
wh ere h e had already establishe d a reputa ti on as a builder of ae roplanes . Since he
ha s heen with us h e has built several m or e pl an es , whi ch a re not on ly che aper t han the
imported models , but cons iderably li gh ter and possessing g rea te r stability, so much so
in fact, that we are now importing engines on ly, an d building our own planes. },lr
~Iackie has been equa lly successful as a ma ker of propell ers, so that except fo r
en g ines the Company is ind ependen t of the impor ted article. The t wo other machines
originally or dere d arr-ived later , and othe rs have since been im ported, so that at pre
sent th e Compa ny ha s a sufficient reserve of machines to ensure the continua nce of
training without interruption.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Elect ed at the first Gene ra l Meetin g of th e Company , December 7, 1916 , all of

whom are still in office .

The .P ro vis ional Board of Director s did valuabl e service to th e Com pany, and
wh en the tlll~e came for t hem t? relinquish t he ir office they had not on ly secured a site
and placed orde rs fo r three machines, but ha d collected information whi ch was of g reat
use to the P erma nent Hoard which succeeded them .

HON. H. :1" . \YIGHA~I , M.L. C., Cha ir man.

RICHARD ALLEN, Riccarton Mills.

ROHERT BELL, now Managing Director of th e" Lyttelton Times" Co.

A. \V. BEAVEN, of the en gineer ing' firm of Andrews and Heaven.

COL , R. A. CH AF F E Y , Officer Comma nding the Can te rbury Military District.

C. H. HE\VLE'r'l' , Can te rbury (N .Z.) Seed Co., Ltd., now President of the
Can te r bury Cha mber of Commerce .

GEORGE H MPHREYS, of th e firm of Fletch er, Humph re ys and Co.

S . G. RAYlIIOND , K. C.

C. \V. REID, of the firm of P yne and Co.

T echnical Advi ser: PROFESSOH, R J SCO'l''l' "'\1 I CE f C tIC 1. ., . " 1\ .. . . , 0 an er HU'y 0-

lege, Christc h urc h.

Auditor: \LU:rER.r. )IOORE, F.P ,A. , N.Z.

13ankers: THE BANK OF NE\V ZEA r~AND, LTb:"

Secretary a nd Uflice : C. " - . HERYEY; 5D Cathe dral Square , Chr is tc h urch .

The new Board had a 'very busy tim e for the first few months. It had first to
plan th e lay-out of th e whole works , th e hangars, th e repairing sh op, th e pupils' quar
ters , and those of the sta ff, and or de r the plant and machinery . " One of th e first
difficulties met with wa s the delay in obtaining shipment of th e aeroplanes ordered.
It ch anced that both th e French and British Gov ernments were concerned , as the
engines came from France, and the planes from England, and the consen t of innumer
able departments of eac h Gov ernmen t had to be obtained. W earv ~lOnths went by
'~hile o~u' L ondon agents wer e strug gli ng wi th Gov ernment r ed t ap e', and it was n~'t
till Ap1'1l , 1917, th at .th e fir st ma chine arrived. 'r he delay had one advantage, the pr e
paratory work at thi s en rl had not t o be hurried , and time wa s accorrl in trlv triv en t o
the conside ra t ion of eYery detail. b " "

Instructor.- Another.matter which engaged the ea rl y attent ion of the Board wa s
the appoin tme nt .of an .in struct or. It h ad been conte mpla te d th a t th e posi ti on sho uld '
be offer ed t o Fhght-Lleu t puan t Scotl an~l, a yo ung N ew Zealander wh o had brou gh t .
out an ae ro pla ne, and had ma de some pi oneer fligh t s h er e, and at the outbreak of war
had volu nteered for se rv ice and heen se nt to Mesopot amia , wh ere h e serYe<i with tIlE'
R oyal Flying Corps . H e had b een invalid ed hack to N ew Zealand , and it was tho u g bt
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'l'he Corn pn ny, so far, ha s not received one penny from ex hibit ion s, a nd th e only
passen g er flights have heen given in recognition of assistance re nde red to th e school,
Mr. Hill ' s t ime bein g fully t ak en up in at.tenrl iri g t o hi s pupils .

The D efen ce Departmen t practically ac ts as ag ents in New Zeal and fo r t he
Royal Flyi ng Corps (now t he Ro yal Air Service ) . '1'he Director s hav e t here fore en
deavoured to carry on the schoo l as if it wer e a branch of t he Defen ce D epartment.
In order to do so they have submitted drafts ·of any proposed regulations for the con
du ct of the scho ol t o the officers of t he Department , and hav e accepted an y amend
ment s or alterations proposed . They have only receiv ed pupils approved by the
Departmen t as suitable, an d made it a condit ion of admiss ion that they sh ould sign an
undertaking to enlist in th e H..F. C., as soon as th ey gained their pilot's cer t ificat e .
('1'he re has heen on e ex ception made, that of Mr. Mercer, who , as mentioned above, wa s
spec ially t ra ine d as an assi stant in struct or ).

Canterbury School of Aviation and the Defence Department.- The primary oh
ject with whi ch t he Com pany was founded was to train airmen for ser vice with the
R oyal l~l'ying Corps, an d everything else !1[I S been subordinated to t hat purpose .

111 the or igiual building accommodation for tw elve pupils was provided, but t his
accommodation has been since in cr ea sed to keep pace with t he growin g requirements
of the school.

engaged, :Mr. Da wsou , who had learnt his flying ut the Au ckland school. 'rhus, from
November to J anua ry of th e present year Lie cer t ificates averaged seven per month,
and from February to May , t he average jump er! to t welve per month. E ighty-t wo
pupils had ticketed by ~lay 31st, and the inst ru ctional sta If began to h ope that t he
hundredth pupi l would pass by June 19th the first anniversary of th e opening of the
school. On the Gth of .June, six. pupils were really for th eir tests, and passed very
creditably . Two days later fo ur more tickets were record ed , an d on J'une 12th, th ree
more wer e added to the school regi ster , making a to ta l of thirteen t ic ke ts within se ven
days . 'I' he remain ing five pupils t icketed on )10nday , t he 17th of June, g iving a. di s
play of correct flying , with goo d landi ngs.

Actual Flying T ime.-'1'he record s of t he school show that the fir st hundred
pupils ma de 14,7Dl disti nct flig hts, both dua l-control an d solo, an av era ge of nearly
150 fligh ts per pupil. 'I'l ie re wer e 353 ·hours 46 m inutes · of du al- control in struction in
the air , and 286 h ours 26 minut es of solo flying . At the av er age spee d of the ma chines
this re presented abo ut 30, 000 miles flow n. These fig ures, it is under st ood , represent a
libera l fly ing ti lDe for the pupi l compa red with th e course at H endon , but nea r Christ
church t he weat her is extremely fa voura ble for flyi ng, especia lly in autumn an d win ter ,
wh en t here is a succession of frosty ni ght s an d d ear sunny days ; bu t even in th e more
windy summe r weather , t he hi gh-power ed t raining ma chines hav e enabled pupils to
go up in fairly strong winds. It was estimated at fir st t hat t he avera ge t ime of tui
t ion would he abo ut two months, but as more machines nud instructors wer e pro
vided the t ime was steadily reduced , and now averages, probably, one mon th.

'I'h e Defen ce Department , on its side, h as g iven th e Compan y valuable as sist
. an ce , and Sir J'ames Ali en , Minister of Def ence , has on se vera l occa sions invoked th e



L Hinge photo.
(The fir st a e ri al photogmph ta ken in Ca nterbur y . N.Z.)

HANGARS AND S CHOOL BUILDINGS FROM ABOVE TH E A ERODROM E,

/ 7th [anuaru, / 9/ 8 .
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help of the Hi gh Com miss ione r in L ondon , notablv in the engageme nt of JI r . Hill ,
and in the purch ase of engine s and in obtaining permi t s t o sh ip. Th e Gover nme nt as
a whole have been fri endly di sp osed tow ard s the school, a nd ha s admitted i ts aero
planes, etc. , fr ee of duty, and supplied pow er and li ght ing f rom Lake Cole r idg« on
favourable term s.

1lany member s of t he Cabine t ha ve visit ed th e se11001, a nd tw o of them (the H on.
\V . D. S. )lacDonaltl and t he Hon. '1'. :M. "\Vilfor(l ) , hav e trust ed them selv es to Mr. Hill ' s
guidance in the air .

THE FIRST H UNDRED PILOTS.

Course of Instruction.- The primary object of the school be ing to teach flying ,
wh en t he weather is suitable, everyth ing has to g ive place to th is . But wh en the wind
is too strong for flying, the pu pils are taken in hand in the worksh op by Mr. H ill an d )1r.
1Iackie, and taught the principles of const r uct ion and r epai r , and g iven pract ical in
struction in the care and maintenance of aeroplanes and engines . 'I' he Defen ce De
partment has also arranged for a course of chill mid of instruct ion in military subjects .
It was or ig inally hoped to arrange for cou rses of lectu re s on such kindred subjects as
map reading, wireless telegraphy, sig na ll ing, ob servation, machine-gunnery , ph ot o
graphy, etc., but the cur tailme nt of th e av erage length of the training has com
pell ed a r evision of the original programme. Moreov er, all these s ubjects fo rm
part of the course that the pupils will hav e to undergo after their arriva l in England .
'r he position, as the Directors under stand it , is that the Hoyal Ai r Se rvice asks us to
sern l cer t ifioated pilots, as many and as soon as possible ; if th ey have som e knowled ge
of the const ruc t ion of the engines and planes they use, a nd of the eleme nts of military
drill , so much the better, but their departure ought not to be dela yed for instructi on
III other subjects, which in any case they w i ll have to take up at Home.

"The Waiting List."-Up to the present time, th ere have been m or e pupils
offering than could be accommodated , and some of t hose wh o wished to en te r co uld
not afford time to wait, perhaps being called in the ballot, or for other rea sons . 'I'h e
services of these intending pilots were lost t o th e .Air Service . 'I'lri s was un avoid a ble :
no time or ex pense was sp ared in obtaining tui tion machines and inst ruct or s , hu t for
reasons already given , th e Directors harl t o he patient . But the schoo l is now gradu
ally overtaking its arrears , and wh en th e ae ro planes now on the water arrive, and
perhaps other instructors are appointed , it is hoped that pupils ca n be taken in as
fast as they may offer them selves .

" After the War."- It is not intended here to attempt any forecast of th e fu ture
of aviation, but mer ely to refer to the prospects which may r eason abl y be anticipntod
for the Company. U ndoub t edly there will r eturn to New Zealand sco res, perhap s
h un dreds of young aviators who will be anxious t o con t inue their call ing . Som e of the m
probably will continue in th e Defen ce Forces, some wil] act as mailmen , some as
ch auffeur aviators £01' wealthy owner s , some will own an d drive their own 'buses . J t
is tolerably cer tain that an aerodrome will be ne eded in each centre, wi th a ran ge of
hangars and a repairing shop . There will st ill he young m en eager tD learn to fly ,
though for reasons grv en above they wi ll not be so numerous as at presen t. It may be

(
.'

GROUP OF PUPILS AND STAFF.

PASSING PUPILS FOR THEIR CERTIFICATES.
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THE FIRST HU , 'D RED PILOTS.

1. WILDIX G, E. A. F. Opawu , Christ church Au g . 2·1. 1917

2 . H "\WKlm, H . N . Xc\\" Ihighton Au g. 2-1 , HJl7
3 . srtcv icxs, .T. E. XCII' Brighton Aug. ~.J, 19U

4. IIle FADDEN. C. J . St. A lbn ns , Ohrist ch urch A ug. ~,I , I!H7

5. LIl\IBRI CK, L . A . Xapier Aug. 2·1, 19 17

6. OR R , F .T . Xa pier Aug . 2.\, 1U1 7

7. 1\1 Imm :H , .1. C. Wa ika r i Aug. 28, 1917

8. SU TH E ll LAX D, Eo T . Ash lnn -st. Pal mors ton North Sept. '1;"5 , ]!1l7

9 . BUODIE, R. Ha ng it a ta Sept . 15, 1917

10. NICHOL LS, G . A . Gis horue Oct. 13, 1917

11. LOCI-IH E"\ D , .T. F. St . Al hu us, Clu -is tc hu rc h Oct. 13. 1917

12. SLOSS, .T . D. Ch evio t Nov . 8, 191'!

1:3. G HANT, R . A Fairlio No\'. 1.J. 19 17

1.J. ADAIII S , H. C. Olu -istc hurch :\o\'. 19, 1917

15. LAU HK',SON, IlL D, Sum ne j- XO\·. 19, 1917

16 . IIIACDONALD, A . W, Hleuheim XO\'. 'N 1917-~ ,

17 . TEIIIPLET ON , .1. S . Sprevdon , Christch urch Nov . 26, 1917

18 . D A L\\' OO D, H. P . Add ing t on , Christ church Xo\'. 26, 1917

]9 . CHA PIIIA K, Il l. L . P . t . Al ba n s, Ch ristchurch XO\·. 26, 1917

20. L IGHTllODY, K . R. Linwood, Ch ris tc h urch Dec. <)9 1917-~,

21. NAPlER, R . F L in wood , Ch r is tc h a rch De c . 'N l!J17-- ,
22. HHI STIE , H . D . Meri vaie, Olu-istc lunch Dec. :W, 19]7

23. IIlTLL ER , K H. .T . P ah ia t ua Dec . 2U, 191'1
2,1. I>A v IS , .1. L . Ri clu u ontl , Clu-ixtchurch Dec. 2U, 1917
2."5. IH:N:\IN GTON . S C. Gora l di n;~ Dec. ar, ID1'i

:!u. i\lEH CER, A . F' Spreyd ou. Ch t-istc h urch .Jan . 7, HllH
27. IU:EVES , KW. Clu-istehureh .Jan . 17, 1918
28. L UC EKA , H . L. Ta ra na k i .l n n , 17, 1918
29. RA \Y:\SLEY . I. E. \Vel lin gtou .Ia n , <)- 1918_ I ,

ao. IIIeDO:\OCC H. Ill. Ch ri s te hurph .l a u , 30, 1l)] 8

31. IIIeKE:\DHY, .1. H Lv mlh ur -.t : Sou th Ca ,iterbu ry .Ja 11. :10 . l!J13
32 . HAHHI S . L . H. " 'olliug t on .Ia n. :IU, l!J18
33 . H OXALDSOX, H. 1" Clu -ist r-hurt -]. Fe l,. (i. ] l)1 '

:H . llOYDS, .1. E. Fondn Iton , Clnist r-hu rc h 1'0". n. lUI '
85 . HIGH , w. C: . St. Al ha ns, Chr'istc hu rc h 1' ( 1). 6. lUIS
36. GREC:O H IE , D. 0 Puhint ua Vrol ,. U. ]!JI S

37 . KNI GH T , .J . T. Oh r istc h urch 'Fph. 19, 1918
as. S IXCLAI R , H. .1. P nh iut ua VP" . 19, 1913
39. FYVE. C. A. Du ned in Fp!). If), 1918

..

Date of
Qualifica tion

Add ress.Name .

Particulars re Pupils.
- - - - - - - - - - - - -

some time before ae ro -en g iues can be built locally, but, as has been demonstra ted , we
can build the planes, and we may be able t o secure the agency of one of the first -class
aero-engines . P robably for . some time to come the public will be ready to support
ex h ibit ions of flying, and there will be a demand for j oy rides . The Company claims
that with a well-appointed aerodrome within tw enty minutes' ride in an ele ctric t ram
ca r of the centre of the city, it shoul d be well placed to supply these various demands,
and also g ive occasional exhibitions at othe r centres . Already , aud without inter
fering with the work of the school, the ground is being laid out an d planted, wit h the
view of it s becoming one of t he m ost attractive sports grounds wi thin rea ch of t he
cit izens of Clnistchurch.

HENRY J? WIGRAM , Chairman.

The First Hundred.- 'l'he fir st brood of t he sc hool's an-me n wer e taken fo r the ir
maid en t rip in the air 0 11 J'un e 19, and passed t he H..F .C. test o n Au gust 24, 19li.
'I' he hundred th pilot too k his certificate on ,June 1j , H1l8 , and by a curious coinci
dence, he happened to be the hundred th p upil to cu te r the sc hoo l. Only oue of the
first hun dred to enter fai led to qualify. H e was t aken ill soon after en te ring, and hau
to give up , 'and as it was no fa ult of his own t he g reater part of his fees was refunde~ .

The first certificate was taken by Edwrn Wilding , a yo unger brothel' of the lat e Captaiu
Anthony Wildiug, an old Ch risf. '» College hoy, and t he h un dre dth by L . A. Stewart ,
who came from ' Va ngan u i Coll ege. The first. h undred were not all ' . College" boys ;
many were sk illed mechanics. Une, who gave promise of becoming a dar ing ai rman,
was a )IaOl'i, but taken as a whole, they wi ll be found to represent a fine type
of young New Zealand manhood . )Iany of the earlier pupils ha ve written from England
01' Egypt, expressing t he ir appre ciation of the training they received at the Canterbury
School , and in particular of )Ir. H ill ' s metho d of in stru cti on. These un

solicited testimonial s, coming as they do from our boys after they have had experience
of other schoo ls and ot her inst ruct ors , are very gratifying to th e executive officers
of the Com pany. W e , at t his en d, desire to k eep track of the pupi ls wh o 11(\\ 'e
passed through our hands , and to establish and mai ntain an "esprit de corps" amongst
them , past , present an d f uture; with that ob je ct we hav e establishe d a schoo l register,
in which every pupil has hi s page, beginning' wi th the da te he entered the school
an d the date he too k his pil ot ' s ce rt ifica te , to he followed by suc h records as hi s
subseq uent career may affor d. L etters receivell fro m ex-pupils are type wr itten and
circula te d amo ngst the pr esent pupils , by wh om th ey ti re m uch appreciate d . A li st
of t he firs t hundred pil ot s is printed helow.



'10. "'O~CHJEFF, .T. IL Brooklyn, \\' ellington . Fe b. 19, Wl~

"noBAZLETT, F. In vorcargill Feu. 19, 1918

42. SH IEL, W . L . ~ Cla ir, Duu orlin F eu. 25, 1918.. t .

ra lW SSELI., .J . F Au ckland F eu. 23, 1918~ .

'J4 SM ITH, G. 1\ . Duncdin March .) 1918~ ,

45. TAPPEH, C. .1. Dunedin l\I ar ch 2, 1913

40. WJLSON , .T. B . Avonsid e, Chris t ch urc h March 5, 1913

47. CH EC K LE Y, D . Akaroa March 5 1918,
48 . BARNES, D. Waipara Murch 13, 1918

49. GORDON, C. 1'1. Chris tchurc h March 13, 1918

50. MA (JKAY, D. Sp reydo u, Christ chu rch l\larch 25, UH8

51. BROW N, W . B Wellington Ma rch 25, UJ18

52 . DUNLOl', W. D . Wanganui March 25, 1918

53. HARSTON , N. F. Napior March 25, UJl8

54. WEHSTEll , A. U. Little R iver March 'r 1918zo,

55 . H UNT, A. Christch urch April 9 , 1918
;')0. B UCKHliIl ST , W . II . 11 Cluis tc h urc h April 9 , 1918

57 PORTEIl , IL G. Stratford April 9, 1918

58 . WAIWELL, N . S. Ch ristc hu rc h April 9, 1918

59. l'AJtSON, A . C. Ri ccarton , Ohris tc hurch April 11 , 1913

6U. ;\IACLAIlEl\ , .1. E. C lu -ixtch urc h April 11, 1918

01. l\:ElTH , 1. H . :\ . Napier April 12, H1l3

02. 1UCHAIWS, .1. O. P arnassu s April 12, 1918

cs. HENDERSON, A Oxford April 12, 1918

64. ULAJ)STONI~ , A. \" . Riccarton, Ch ris t cln u'ch April 2G, 1918

G,3 . .\L\GF'AIl LAN E, W . H. Riccarton, Christchnrch April 20, 1913

uO. HAM Ir/rox, H . r\ . Riccarton, Clu-is tcluu-ch April 27, 1918

07 ;\l cKI.;NZJE, K . 1\ . Ch ris tch u rc h April 27, 1918, .
08 . UALLI CHAN, S. A. Manawatu 1\Iay 4, 1918
(m. lUTCHl E, •1. A. D. W ellingtoll May 7, 1918

70. l\l cAHTH un A. F . Papanui, Ohri stchurch May 7, 1DIR

71. mWWN, W . 1'1T'TS 'Vellingtoll May 7, 1918
7'J VALE, N . L . Riocarton, Chr ist churc h May '7, 1915t z .

'i 3. CU RTIS, 1\1. W. Ashburton May 7, 1918
74. HALL, R . H. D. New Brighton May 12, 1918

75. MAXHlHE, }!. A. S . Spreydon, Christchurch May 12, 1918

7G. HANDLEY, C. D. Wanganui Ma y 12, 1915

77. E DTE , O. L . A. Arrowtown May 12, 1918

78 . FULTON , F. .J . A . W ellington May 12, 1918

~9 . l\IACDONALD, A. E. W Invercargill Ma y 19, 1918

SO. ALLA N , A. T. Waikari May 19, 1918

81. H OPKJNS, W . A. Linwood, Christchurch Ma y 19, 1918

THE CANTERHUR Y (N.Z.l A VIA'l'ION CO.• LTD.
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PARTICULARS j'e PUPI LS- ( Coutinned ),

Address. Date of
Qualification

\Vall ganui May 19, Wl 8

~'catherston .Iune 6, 1918

Cluistchurch .Tune 6, 1918

Wclling ton -luue G, 191 '

Dunedin .Iunn 6, 1915

Dunedin .I u no o, 1918

Ka itungata .Tune 6, 1913

Cluistchu rch .I u no S, ImS

Gore .Iune S, 1913

AUJUry June S, 1913

Lincoln .luuo 8, 1913

L inwo od, Chri stc hurch .Iu ue 12, uns
Hororata .Juno 12, 1918

Wellington .Jun e 12, ]918

Iu gl ewood .Iu ne 17, 1918

1"arna ssu s .Iune 17, 1913

::\[arl borough .Iune 17, W 18

:\ Iotu eka .I une 17, 1913

're Tuhi, 'Yangulllli .Tullc 17, 19]8

CO ULL, \Y. G.

In:YNOLDS, R. B.

CART E Il , G.

SPEXCE. n. G.

8G.

87.

88.

89.

cA~I~ll\~I~I~\il~\ 1~\II~~lil ~\\II\\~ [I~I~: Y~
C80544967

82. }lOHSE, H . G. "\.

83. Hli}IE, G. G.

8 1. STAHK, H. A .

8,3. KEI':NX A. H .

Name.

DO. DIDAL, G. P .

91. BAI\:ER, H. P .

~12 . WTTHELL. w. W.

D:J. BOON, A. 1\ .

94. OLIVER, .I .

9;3. CL AR K E, F . xr.
9G. \\'INFn~LD , D.

97. STANFOnn, O. B.

98. PARSOXS, H. R.

99. McCARTHY. .1. E.
100. S'J'E WART, L . H.

T H E FlU ST H UXDHED PILOTS.

Dale of
QualificationAddress.

PARTICULAI~S I'~ PUPILS - ( C()J{ t il/ ued).

Na me .

10


