
4 THE SUMMIT ROAD. 

to make 11i;:111~ · mor<' c•xcnrsiom; h.'· t h0 summit ronte. and 
lrar11t to enjO ,\' mor0 and more the heauty ol' the virm:; to he 
ser11 at almost 01·er.'· t11rn. 

11hen tlH• quN;tion of access to rliffrr0nt parts of the Port 
llills n1·osc. anrl this lNl to an examination of' the olcl maps. 
From th<'se it was cliRc·oyered that the roflcl resen·e whirh 
led from o,·er'k Pnss to Hoon Jfa ,. Vallry ·was. in m<rn.'· 
plar·rs. nt a;1 irnpossihlr grade. f-lo ·the ow;1ers of the lflnd 
1 h rongh wh ie·h tlrnt reH1c1 pnRsecl wrrc approncbcd. in onle·r 
to sPrurc their consent to sueh nrccssnry clevintions AS "·onhl 
providr n hrtter graclc•. Fnrth0r shicl.'· ol' 1hr old rnnps RhowPcl 
tlint along n cons i<.l en1hle part of thr wri.'· 110 resPrve 1·01.· n 
10ad lrn<.l hee·n set aside. and th11R thr icle<l origiirntc>d of 
foyrni11g a co 11ti1111011s path 1·i ght from Gofllr.'· Tfeacl to Gc>bhie's 
Priss. whir·h w011kl i1Hi1m1tc>IY be wi<.lr11ecl so ns to hc•<·ome 
av<1ilahle fol' clrivin g. · 

On going into the rn;:itter in clrtnil in orrlrr to see ho\\· 
ffi1' exist-i 11 g l'OH<.l rc•sp1·vc•s co11 lcl he> tflkPn n<hr111tagc• of. ii' tlw 
~1 1rnrnit· Herne] \\'. CJ'r to rnritericilizc•. it wris founcl tlrnt therP was 
;1 gap nt the• Rnrn1wr e11cl. lwh,·rrn ?llount Pleasf!nt ;:incl B1·<rns' 
PrisR. anrl nnothrr hrtwre n Hoon Il<1.\· Vallr~- nnd Coopr r's 
Knoh. 'I'hr follm1·i11g ownPL'R an<l trnsfrps or thr Janel to Jw 
acqnirrcl . when approarhrcl , ::it onrc fell in with tlw propos11l. 
c·o nsP11t. i11 g that thP rcrnll should he rarriPcl 1hrongh thrir 
prop<:'rtirs : l\fl' RRrs. J. Crarroft -Wilson, ~\. R V. l\forfrn, R. 
J\f. D. Morten, .A. T~OC'. R. Allan and i~11 11 gclr1lc. thr Hon. R. 
H eaton Rhnfll'R and l\Icwlamrs .J. Cracroft ·Wilson. Gra~- flll<l 
J\llan. 

Jn ron elnding thiR hrirf introrlndion . refrrenrr mnst lw 
rna<lr to thr Yalunhlr work prrformPcl h~· l\fessrs. G. TI. ~r. 
J\[cClnrr. A. G . .:\llom and E. clrC. DrHn, who s1irv0YNl cliffc'r
rnt partR of the road. ancl to the Yai:icrnR Cornmi~Rin n erR rif 
Cro" ·n J~;:incls and officrrs of the Snrvr~r Departrnrnt. who rrn
clc>recl rnnrh willing aRsir;tance. ::\Inch s:YmpAthrtic hrlp has 
alRo hc'rn rc>nclrrecl hy the Hon. E. C. J. RtcvPns. l\fr. TT. T-'. 
Hill, l\Jr. JJcnr~' Cotteri ll , l\fajor II. S. E. JTohcla~' . l\fr. G. U . N. 
IIdrnon•, and ::\[r. E. .J. RoRR. 'ro l\fr. ·walter Rohinr;on the 
p11hlic arc inrlrhtell for the> Yer.\· fine Panoramir Profile of 
the hillR visible from a point on the Snmrnit Road- whrre 
the> road tnrns eastward on Sngar T~oflf Spur. .As the rrsnH 
of mneh la honr. Mr. Edgar LovPll-Smith h ar; prncl need a Y<'r)· 
inr;trnrtive Rrlic>f ::\Iap of the Port HillA. 'l1 0 ::\fr. S. F. Wchb 
<lll<l to l\fr. Charle•;:; Brken the thflnlrn of the pnhlic arr clue 
for thr prc>tiy and i1rntrn ctiYl' views o-f' the hills. 

HG. ELL. 
Christchurch , l\IHrch 10th, 1914. 
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ISI~G sudcl<:'nl)' np from a corner of the 
Canterbur,· Plains. the Port Hills rear for 
rn iles along· the sk,,· their tawny, semi-circular 
rampart of rocky and jagged crests, and send 
clown into the flat a succession of long, 
tawn~· spurs. enclosing long. tawny-green 
valle.Ys. Their fantastic sky-line suggests at 
once a volcanic origin ; and they are. in 

fact. really the outl,\·ing spurs of Banks P eninsula, that 
orlcl. volcanic excrescence upon the east coast of the South 
Island of ?\ew Zealand. 'fhe height of them reaches 
sornetinws an altitnde of nearl.v two thousand feet ; it is 
never less than one thousand ; aocl close to their snrnrnits all 
th e way. truncating onl~· some of th e higher pc>aks, overlook
ing now the Harbour. now· the Plains. rnns the smooth and 
easv track known as the Summit RoHcl Tt leads from the 
Jigl~thonse at Goclle~· Iknrl to Cooper's Knob-a di -tai1ce l)f 
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