
24 THE SUMMIT ROAD. 

be made to save thern fro111 <'Xterrnination. The 'ummit Roa<l 
R rsPn es proviclc tlw ncc;pss<11',\. haven for r efuge and thi is 
hy no means the least wol'thy of the aims for \Yhi ch such have 
be<'n estab lislwd. ~o 111u1·h h.1· wa~· of introdu etio n. · 

Let us 110\Y stroll leist 11' <' l.1· along the road itself. deviating 
Bt times to right or left . and examining \\·hat plants may 
strike th eye so as to get n bo"·ing a ·qnaintanee. no mean 
privil ege. with some few s1w(·ics of pel'haps the most r emark
able tior<l of the t emperatP zo ne . 

The first Yi t' \\. of tlw laiHlseape gives th e impression of 
a brO\rnish grnss-coYering merel.1' . But let ns look more 
closel 1·. and in the oprn Rpaees bet" ·een the prevalling tussocks 
variot~s he1·hs will be noti('Pcl . while h re and there . hrubs rise 
Rhove the mass of n'g<'h1tio11. 

First, as to the herbs. H ere 1 • th e Lowland Bluebell 
CWahl('nbergia g racilis ) n foot or mor tall. it stC'ms sl<'nder 
and angled , th e leaV('S tl<trTow irnd the ft.o\Yers small . lwll · 
slH1pNl an l hlul' or whit<'. I 11 man~· pla ·es. cr eeping close to 
tlw gronnd. the Yellow \Vood-sorrel ( Oxnlis corni cul a ta) 
ma.1· he easi l.1· rP<.:ognisPd b.'· its sma 11 IC'af of th n P leaflets, 
so ur to th e taste, its r:;rnall bri ght ~ -('lhrn· Ho\Yers <rnd th e stout 
seerl-potl. \\'lti <.: h. on bursting. sc atte rs the seeds on all . ides. 
Next. a littl e 1 nrf-nrnking plant ma.1· m eet th e e.1·C'. having 
deepl,\'-c nt. hai".'" · aro111;1ti c leavPR nnd .-mall bntton-like pale
vellow flo\\'("r-heacls on sle11cl<"r s1.allrn. 'l'his is lfa ast 's Cotula 
'r otnla ITaastii) . a Yery r an' plant except on the Port II ills. 
Ha ther mor(• eonspicnon.- is the Ground Con YolYnlns (Con
volYnlns C' rnbescens ) \Yincling round the grasses an d bearing 
" ·hite bPll-shape i tlo\\'rrs ont'-third to three-quarfrn; of an 
inc·h across. and h eart- or Rpear-sbaped lraYe. half an in ch in 
kngth. r\11oth er plant of the same famil.' · that we shall cer
taiuh· find is the Creeping Diehondra (Di chondra r epens) . · 
You ·"·ill kno"· it h~- the brond patclws of creepin g and rooting 
stems bearing kidne~'-shaped leaYes a qnarte1· to oue inch 
across, and silky ba ck ancl front. and the widel:·-open greenish
yellow :flo\Yers one sixth of an inch in diameter. Let us keep a look ont for a stra oge looking plant \\·ith stiff leave. ·with 
sharp. needle-like points in an erect ro.-dfr and tlw 111assi.-_e 
flmYer-stalk hrn or three fe<>t tall. \Vh o cn n guess that 1t 
belongs to th C' Carrot fami l~ · '! But plant relationships depenrl 
on floral stnll'tnre. not on genernl hal it or r Yen form of 
leaf. lt is the Spear-gras. (Aciph.l'lla sqnarrosa ) . th e name 
"grass " hei1w misleading, as it ha. nothin g in comrn o.n wi.th 
real gras,. es. ThiR ~·ellow flo,Yer that w e n ext examm e, J~s 
petals not joined together nnd itR . tamen. nnm er o_ns. JS 
the common )l cw .Zeal nncl Bntterrnp (Rannn cn hrn h 1rtu. ) . 

ITS BOTAi'\Y. 

N'ote the ereet st<:>m and the loug- ·ta lked hairy lecwer:; divid C'll 
into three leaflets. whi<.:h aee. again, eut iuto segments. [f 
we examin e the tussoek eloselv we ·hall see that ther are tin> 
specie . one the Common or 'silver Tussock-O't'a ·s (Poa ca es
pitosa ) \\'ith ·mooth stems and outer floral kaf " ·ithout a 
bristle. and the other the Hard Tu.- ock-grass (Festuca nornc
zealandiae ) \\'ith slightly rough terns and oute1· tiornl leaYes. 
with bristle. '. 'r!1e tlll'f-makino· grass. \rhieh is ('Very11·h<·n' 
anr1 ~·ear hy ~-e ar becoming mor e abundant. i ~ ; th e Com111on 
Oat- grass (Danthonia semiannttlaris ) . ]f the Ho\\·C'r he 
exam in ed \Yith a ptH·kd lens . t\\·o tean.-Yersl' rings of silk.1· 
h airs can be r;eP n. If. how eY<' r. tlw1·<· <11'! ' only 1 \\"() t11fts of 
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hair. not rings. the pl ant will be Danthonia pilosa. B.1· 
farmers both species are ca ll ed " Danthonia," not\1·ithstand
ing in most places th e latter is .far the more valnahlC' fodder 
plant. By this timr, if it be micl-snmnwr. or later . the gar
T!l entR of the plant-hunting peclestrinn w ill be eovel'Ccl hC'lO\Y 
" ·ith th e brown. clinging burrs of thC' Recl-fl<m·e red Piripi r i 
(Acaena no 1·ae-zealnncliae), a speeies that ne r> d." no forth e t? 
description. Earli er on. its reel fhrn- C' r-hearls a r·e cfo:;tinetl,,
pleasing. 

And now to the shruhs of th t' op (' n. This one with dark, 
i11ter-lacing stems arHply furuish ecl with stout. \Yoocl.v spinrR. 
is the Wilrl Iri hma11 (Di.- aria t nmaton ), whil e this, without 
l ea.-es, but with erPet. gn•en stems. whi ch. in clue season. bear 
rath er pretty purple. pea-likr flowers. is th e Common 'ew 
Zealand Broom (Cnrmichaelia subnlata ). Th e genus would 


