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shapt>tl. and whitP-spotted \\·ith purple. The "lwrr.'· ·· i · 
flc>sh.r. a quarter-of-an-inc·h long. and reddish-purple. 

As i11 all :\p"· .% ealand forests. cl imbin g plants are a 
special frature. Th esl' ma.'' be divide<1 into :crnmhlrrs. root
clim h r rs . winding-plants. and tendril-c:l im hers. '!'he Bn. h
law_\·er (Rubns anstralis and other speeies) is a scrambler 
which climbs by means of the hooked priekl1•s on its l!'af
stalk. and midribs. l n the L aftess lawyrr (Rnbns eis1>oide.· 
Yar. panperatu1> ) t lw l!'af-hlaclt's may lw Yirtually wanting. 
an<1 th e leaf red111·Pc1 to midribs. This is tlw form of the ope11. 
bnt. in the for!'st-shadP. red11tec.l and tr11P Jpa ,·c•s oc·1·m· on 
the same phrnt. hut it is on l.1· from shoots hearing tlw latter 
that flower: arise>. ThP speti es of Clemat is c;limb b.1· 1n eans 
of l eaf-te ndrils. Tlw onP \Yith large white ftowPrs is 'lprna
tis indiYisa. Tlw most common on the Port Hills is th1· in
aptly name<l Gi!'matis fo et id a. with its profosiou of sweet
srnelling : ·ellowisb flow ers. 'L'hPrP are two spPC'i1•s of ~e\\· 
Zealand .JasminP (Parsonsia ). l3oth are " ·i nding elimbers 
and are sepan1tecl from other forPst-plants by th('it· mllTO\Y 
kidn ey bran like sepd-e<Hws. four to six i 1H'lws long. \\·hieh 
:finall~· split 01w n <incl sd fr N• the m1nwro11s spec1s. eat h tippecl 
\Yith a tnft of long. silky hairs. Parsonsia hdProph.1·Jla 
bas hroad. a tl11lt leaY1's and white fi<rn·t' t'S. wlw1·p;1s in Par
i:;onsia capsnlaris tlw leavps Ht't' natTowe1· and tlw ftmn·rs 
r eddish and s1m1l lPr. 'l'lw species of :.\fuchlenbe<.:kia <He also 
" ·inders. Th e lt•a vps <ll'P n1riahle in form. Hoth sp r <·ies are 
r ccogoisPd h.\· tlwir slllall. hla (: k. thr<'e-s idt>cl se<'cl parll)· en
closed in a translttt'.Plll sut ·1tl ent covr ring. 'L'ht' largt'-leaved 
. pecirs is ::\[nehknlwc·kie1 au. tralis. and the Slllall - leaved 
:\ln ehlenbeekia tornµlcxa; its ftowrrs. too. are far fr"·er to
geth er than tho .. e of the former. Th e latter spPcies. " ·h en 
gro\Yiog in the 01w n. forms ·onspie11ow; ronncled bushes. 

'rhere arc o ln·iousl.1· ma n.1· rnorc' pl ants left 11 ndescribecl 
than haYe been l ealt with . for 1 hav e only attempted t o give 
the uninitiated i11 non -t eelrni e<'l l lan g ua ge a clne to thr nanws 
of those pl n nt .. the.'' a 1'C' most likely to see. f have ntkmpted . 
too to sliow that th err are interests on the 8 1unm it Roa cl other 
tha~ tho. e of sccnen· a nd exer c ise . and that the re arc trea:nres 
to h religions]~· g{ian1<'d. J.Jearning the nam es is m erely a 
preliminar.1' in plant acqu a intanceship. 'L'here is llOt ~ne 
species of the whol e two hnndrctl and :fiyr of the Port 1111.1 
bnt can. if w e s11(·c-eed in la:·ing bare its secrets, tell ns. m 
the history of it· lifr nnd its r elati onship. , a . tory of nnsnr
passing interest. 
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OT the lea1>t of th1• iutet'!'sts J>l'PSPnted by the 
Yi e'" Eron1 the S11mmi t H<rn<l is that fnrnished 
bv a eo nsid er atio11 of the thre<· ehi1•f fi>atures 
of tlw h1ndsc«1pP. e1ncl ho1\· thP.\' han· origina
le<l. In the fal' clistnm·e li t• tlw S outhern 
~\lps, "·ith ew n sk)· lin P and hold e.-; ·arpment 
faeing tlw Plains. affording an excellent 
exampl e of the re:11lts of those st11pendous 

forces \rhi eh crush thP rocks and fold thc·m 11p into long 
ri<1ges as if they w er e sheets of parc·hrn !' nt. r\ t th e ba e of 
the range lit's th e broad expanse of plain. s uggest ing to the 
·casnal observer the stagnation of all geological activity, bnt 
yet due to a ·au c which eoutiunes nnobtrusivcl~r and, acting 
for long . paces of tim e. produces th e grl'ate:t change: to which 
the earth 's surface is ubj ect. \\hi le all Hl'onnd w ear r eminded 
of voleauic action, an agene.v whieh appals \Yith its parox~·srns , 
yet by compari:on with the two fornwr i.' of r pl ativel:' 
. mall moment. One single flood in the Rakaia or Waimakariri 
probably produces more p erman ent change than half a c1ozcn 
-0£ the orc1inary eruptions which at one t ime d evastated th e 


