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Te Whakatakanga-o-te-Ngarehu a Tamatea-'T'hat portion of the 
Port U i lls cresl exlen ling [rom the high peak above Rapak i. to 
Okeleupoko (Lytlelton). lt means the pl ace where Tamatea l eft t h e 
ashes of his camp fi r e. '!'his ancient explor er camped one ni gh t 
somewhere near where the ol d quarry is at the foot o[ Witch Hil l. 

Om awete-Coope1"s Knob-4. series of cr ags rising to an altitude 
of 18, 0 feet, was named by the i\gaitahu natives, Omawete. This 
name memorises, like so many others. an incident of lhe ancient 
wars. After Rangi-whakaputa and his men had conquered the various 
Xgati-'-\lamoe pas around the harbour, over two centuries ago. they 
found frequent diversion in hunting out the fugitive hapus. One day 
there ,1·as a skirmish in the forest at the foot of the tall vol canic 
pile of Cooper's Knob , and a chief of the Ngati-Mamoe, one Mawete, 
from Manuka pa, was k illed ther e, and h i s name, with the pr efix 
" O," meaning •·Pl ace of," was given to the spot where h e fel l. 

Rapaki, (not Raupaki , as it i s er roneousl y spelled on the maps), 
the small Maori vi llage on Lyttel ton Har bour , is a contracti on o f the 
[nil name Te Rapak i-a-Te Rangi-whak aputa, meaning "The waist-m at 
or Te eangi-whakapula." H. T. Tikao, the ch ief man of Rapaki , 
says that two hunclerd years ago the warrior Te Rangi-whakaputa 
settled here awhile when the harbour-side fighting was clone. He 
was one of the northern invaders, a k insman and contempor ary of 
;\1oki, Tn-rakau-tahi and other Kgai-Tabu conquerors at the encl of 
lhe seventeenth century. On the beach below the present vi llage 
he left his waist-garment, a ki l t of flax or toi l eaves, probably in 
connection with the act of "tapa " -ing the place as hi s possession. 
and Crom the fact of this " r apaki." which would be a " tapu " one, 
heing cast there the place received its name. 

Te Poho-o-T amatea and Te Upoko-o-Mahuraki- The sharp , r ock y 
p0ak overl ooking the Maori v illage of R apaki. Th e fi r st name, mean 
ing "Tamatea·s l lreast," was gi ven by the Maori chief and expl or er. 
Tamatea, who came from the Eastern Pacific in the canoe Takiti mu, 
ancl who travelled overl and to th is d istrict from Southl and five cen
lnries ago. A later-comer endeavoured to displace the famous name 
of Tamatea by giving his own to this peak. This man was l\fahuraki 
(a clialetical variant of the northern l\lahurangi). a L'\gai-Tahu sub-ch ie[, 
who liYed three to four generations ago. The name by which he 
christened it, •· 1'e poko-o<Vlahuraki." means "l\laburaki's Head." 
nut although this name is r emembered an cl occasionally used by the 
people of Rapaki. it is the Poho-o-Tamatea that is most honour ed ancl 
most often quoted. 

Orongomai-'I'he ol d Ngai-Tahu name oC Cass Peak, th e trachyte 
height which rises 1780 feet above t h e water s of Governor 's Bay, 
over-looking t he remnant of the ancien t for est at Kenned y's Bush. 
I t means "the place where vo ices ar e heard," or , li ter ally, " Place of 
souncl ing-hitherward." '!'he story is t hat when T e Rangi-wbak apu ta 
and his followers landed, in their sear ch fo r the 1 gati-M.amoe, after 
taking the pa at Ohin tahi, in Governor's Bay, the scouts entered 
1.he bnsh, ancl at the foot of Cass Peak hear d the voices of a party 
of men in the bnsh ; these men wer e Xgati-Mamoe, w ho had come 
across from their pa at Manuka, on the Plains side of the r ange. 
Led by the scouts-the "torot.oro "-the invaders ru shed upon the 
Ngali-l\Iamoe, some of whom they ki lled. 'I'he su r v ivors fled over 
the hills to l\1anuka, a large pa which it is belie1· d stood on a knoll 
at the foot of the range not fa r from Tai Tapu. 
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L YTTEL TON BAY NAMES. 
Corsair Bay anti Cass Bay, as Hone Taare Tikao t lls us, have 

Maori names which contain a refer ence uot only to 1.he ancient forests 
which clothed the slopes of the Port Hills and descended to 1.he 
beach, but to one of the Yanished practices of 1.he Native people, 
fire-making by wood-friction. Corsair Bay was named b~· Te Rangi
whakaputa, Motu-kauati-iti, meaning ··Little Fire-making Tree-grO\'e," 
and Cass nay was :\lotu-kauati-rahi, or ·· Great Fire-making Tree
GroYe." The bays were so designated because on the shores and 
slopes above there were plentiful thickets of the kaikomako (pen
nantia corymbosa), the small tree into which Mahuika, a Maori 
Prometheus, thr ew fire from his finger-tips, iu 1"1aori-Poynesian 
mythology, so that it should not be extinguished by Maui"s delu"'e. 
F ire was obtained by the process of tak ing a dry block of the wo~d 
and rubbing a groove in it with a stick of hardwood-with an i ncan
tation to give m ore power to the elbow-until the dust ancl shavings 
became igni ted. T he kaikomako wood is used as the .. kauati," the 
pi ece wh i ch is rubbed ; the pointed rubbing stick which the operator 
work s to and f r o is 1.he "kaurirna." " Motu •· in these two names 
is a tree-clump or grove. There are none of the ancient fire trees 
on the bay shores nowadays ; the pakeha's JJinus insignus and cocks
foot grass have long supplanted them. 

JAS. CO\VA.'.\', in "Canterbury Times," 11 February, 19H. 

DISTANCES ALONG SUMMIT ROAD. 
F r om 

From 

From 

From 
From 

DYER'S P.ASS to \Vbite's (Rapaki) Road 
Rapaki Road to Bri el l e Path 
Briel l e Path to T he Cutting 
The Cutt ing 1.o Hornbrook's 
Hor nbrook's to R i chmond Hill Spur 
R ichmond Hill Spur to Evan's Pass (Zig Zag) 
Dyer's Pass to Evan's Pass (Zig-Zag) 
Evan's Pass to Lighthouse 
DYER'S PASS to Kennedy's Bush House 
Kennedy 's Hush to Cooper·s Knob 
Coopl'1"s Knob to Ahuriri Dush 
DYER'S PASS to Ahuriri Bush 
GODLEY llEAD L IGHTHOI:SE to Ahuriri Bush 

A ROUND TRI P. 
F r om CHRTSTC J-JUR H POST OFFICE to

H illhyr st 
Duff's Store 
Tram Terminus 
Dyer's Pass 
Governor's Bay 
Lyttelton Railway 
Z ig-Zag or Evan's Pass 
Sumner Post Office 
Heathcote Bridge 
Christchurch Post Office 

Packwood's to Duff's Store, via Dyer's Pass 
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MJs. Chs. Ycls. 
il 17 12 
4 9 Ill 
4 54 1 
G 64 1 
8 39 1 

14 29 1 
16 62 1 
18 77 1 
22 13 1 
26 30 0 

0 70 0 


