
f f; , ~.. eon ..j ..till fl' of' beech, nsh, oak :w (l r-lm. wore introduced ~).\" )-1....', \'\~ . I ' ll i .. · B.'ill.l n ;
TI1t~ r.t ~ 0 \ ..t~~. ntit v \\ (';~ brouzht 1,,- the latc lli~hop.DC"slgnl\te,-n,~hop J :,H.'l. ..fHI 'JIll ~Oon.

811d ..n fttt.~:'ilt~f' ~':~'::Nl on rct unlin g to Englruul: allll gay(' th e t reos to ~[r. Dea n~ . h~ "" h.-),) , th~j
aner his rr1d . , I I bberi t It iccar ton nnd nrc now' toler ably lof rv trees, pco, IIl':01l2 ,ce I, In
were planlt

f
l

111 t)le '" ln~ rl~t' n, nr~ b~.inl'Y" :ll1~tr('l Y raised and plllnt etl,1,,: whi ch it ir' : ' f1oll ill 'von
abund lice. rom" lI'nCf' ) oun~ fCC-"' ~ .. • eo eo. ..
become po ed of plnntutions of ra lunble timber. . "

The lil""t K I'nn' ", ~ "(Iling - t l"aWhf'rry~ the onl." fl·all.," produ ctive nod ~'alua~lc T'an~ll.'i ... l ~ l '·': III ' -:'iet
I I' .' ce we introduced h)' mvself trom Auckl and . III I8hl , to """re lL 11.", " -st

been !)rollghtlt;.> t ICc. rOI \1111 .' I ' " I 1,"II'e He" 'tl!: COltOIl. P rior to th e nrrival of rhi- 1')'" i" 'I'''''I'olb-en iinporte: rrn ru r~n(J' 1101 In .... , oJ • •• • ed . I l'
. Ir wlx-rrie hluiu"eJ~ deemed unproductive in S ew 7~'aI 11!1~1 , and so report nt )J t It' :\1l4'~llnd

vl'{'" ~Y' II I ' . I this lrowever soon superseded the Cluh and other unpr..01" ,' ''''· l,,, .I_. lndorncu ura :"OCII' y: ~ . ". .
produced fruit in the ~renle,t po -ible 1"'Of,,,,,ou. . .

I wa ,,1'0 the fir-t to introduce from Aueklnndl he bri lliant scnrh-t blossomed l», ·tI.,,,,·,: "':" "', lh~
Tcrv hUllfl~UH' t of nil ornnun-ntal dwarf fft'C's for It gr:L"':; lawn. ~h.e:-:: c are now numero us In I .•" r 1'''\ IrH't',
"If " ill oon heCOII1£' one of its most admired plants . Th e Ol:lgmni tre e, b:'on ght fl 'olfl \ l1 .~J.I'II;d. was

6U ) ,lied to ~[ r. Pritchnrd , and i.. now ~tt\nl1ing in D r . Stedman s. gn r(!f-n In Cranmc; . 5l{ U't .':. I I ,I"u
're~J lrofu~('h' nlld hellI':' nu nhundnnec of hnws en'l':" season: It }$, however, a p CCU..I. l ' l l"lly 11,1 Ill,' ..t·:.t r!et
tho·ml• that n~l;ullclrcd thonc;:nncl plnnts mig-ht be rni~e<1 f1'OUl l t~ own o;:ced, find yC"t eYe~:· tHIP. " I ti ll>" , "-" 'lid
(Inll- he the rommon milk .whilC tho rn of the hetl .~es . The ~c~u·let h!os 'l o~~c1 tLOl>n IS &I p III,.p l.\ Ut·I.' U'il'u t:\l
nuict .r ~ whiJ... h ('nn onl)" be pC'rpC't l1ntl'd by budding or graftmg h"'lg S of It upon st,,(:l;.. ,,' ll l i" t:.. t lllll (,n

th oro .
Tho me..it of lir 'l inlt'o' lncing the pinll." le.. fir· tree is fllil'ly ,!ue to the RC\"". n. Cot ,",·ill. ,d ,.. r'"rt".hcd,

in H3.'i2, n fj llnlll it r of the 8("('(13 of thi .'l hanrb o.me cn~rg'rccn hmbrl' t1'(,O t.o )rBs~rs , I1 H f lll ll ll ,Iud 1):+VIe',
who rai l'ci uncI di~ t ribukd n Im·'''(' nlllllbcr of pmtlst crs from a gard en whcre Cookham l rllll":" n..w 'bnd~J
nml close ".l· which six of ti ll' o,~gina l I..,'es, nbout 20 f"" t high, still remnin.

To n r. Earle, of Ihe (Jran~l', an ,l Dr. Dar~ ,'r, of ChriSleh\ll"r1~ , jointly, nrc fairly till"~ , 10" ,·,'.·oIi, " ,'. ' i l'~ 1
rai.ing aIHI pro\' ing in Cunterr, Il\'~ Ihe exeeedlllg Yalne an,1 rap Id gro ~\· th of t~e bl~o ~ ""l. jI ". 1 ', Il! I ~
plnnt, whi('h ru~ lil'sl, in pO,int of lmw, b.v ron 1ll0!lth o~' two onl)\ WI1,,~ hrst obtmned III a \ ,·r.'" P·'I·II.llar
mnnncr, li p hUll bought from tne some \ nn D lClllC'U :; Land onlOn ,.:('c'(l, am OD O' th e .\'0 11 11;; pl:nd .. ft"lm
which th rc n/,penred a young pl:mt. SUPI?o,cd to bo; an .gn~lish hone)"sllckle, whiell, at 11.:" ,·.rl.,· , I;, ' ~" ,"' <\3
greatJ)· pri7.f'C I.)(·cun ~e of th(' scnrclty 01 plants ot a .:::inu llnr dns~ j H'r,~' soon~ h<:)\ve\'"e.l.': 1l. ~"' l" 11' " ,,1 1\'J"l ~
that. it WII!l not a Ihllle\· Ilckle, out a robust gro,nug- forest trce ot ast01l1sllmgly fa 'l d grll ,.\., h. ~ )fJU

ftUl\iuing n height of t>onll' four or fin' fect. An .i~u~.tra1i:ln ~ettlc~· hnrpeuin g-to :;;('0 i~ .. fll ·tH lttl lf h. ·. ·,j it at
once to b~ th~ Yan Diel\1en' , Lnnd blue gum, nnd mlnnated th ,,!' trom Its ra pul growlll. " votol.! 1>. , " m"sl
uJJ('fulnnu ornamental trOl' in ~ ~('W 7...cnlnnd gardcn~ . ~ome ~hort time nftE'r, seed.. lit" tl ll ' plUllI W" ~f:

olJtninl'il from ..\ ustrnlin. which wrre ea~('r1~· .ought for, the priers heing as high n£ ·~o .!·ll i n .. ·..;o- a ''' 'lin, :
in one in~fnncc that "l um wact paid for nine OUDec ,

1,oUlhanh' an,l l,ln"k It alian poplnrs, which nl'e scm'eely Ics< m lunble from th eir .''''f''' '''' !"a" i,lii'.l of
growtb, were' first hrou~bt to this l' royinee, f"om "'dl iu~ton, b.v "lr. ITenr y l'hillip. "n ,! " '."" ,1 1' sir.," l·
t:lllcousl.\·. Thece 'H're mpidl)" incrca(;,Nl from cuttingt:. auel carly forlfied one of th" 1I11l ~t pl"o llliH~nt

ft'ut IIrl.\i in nnd nround Christehul"ch, thereby rdicring our Illnd:"icllpe in Fome slnnll .(~ ~I-' " II f i .. j h'-n
dreurJ mOl1otoD)·, nnd surrounding our housrs with the lin '])" green folingc peculiar to Eng' l i ~ ll t,JI'.·..t (r;':-~:

which at fhut. l'nrl~- prriod uf the history of our province was dcrnlNl no ineonsidf>l'.lhlt> M.I,liti" '1 I n ur
liUlit"d comforl. ,

The poplnr, how","er, nllll l'sp~"ially the black Itulian poplnr, is not merel)' " nlunbl" ,;" Ii ,.. ,·""iliity
(If it gro wtll, for it!ol l"heltcr. and for its ornument, but it i:-i still 11101"(' villunule. fl'om lli p I'h,ll-" I'Io'r II it
timloer, whil·h ",'r y spe('dil}' nltains to n Inrge jze, );eld ing planks from four to (i'-e fpet in ", iii , It, ..r ,. ,.,lIowish
colour , Tcr)" ea(;,i ly wrough t, nlld ypry enduring for ull sort~ of inside work , such ns floor;ng ) i\lld 1't' ....:(O(;,o:ing
tbe Jel fur ther ndmnlag, · Ihat it is nil but:iUlpo,si ble for it to enteh lire-for, althUlI It it m.,." ",,,..,, Id,>r, it
will not blnzr; nnd it "as for t hi~ par ticular sccur ity no-Rinst R('('i(lcu t from firc that it ,,",I " ": l'lh ,,, ·d . (Winy

Y('f\rs ngo! for till' Hooring nIHI other in terio r woodwork of th e drawing room~~ dining 1'{\nl l l": . ~-tl ll i hlher

rooms in the fOpnt'ioliS H1I11Ision 01' cust le of th e tli, lingnishcd scientific l~nrl of Hosse. uL 1',. r..oll:"f (' WH . in
l"']nn,I, nnd in man)' other mnn sions nud houses through out the United Kingdom.

. Tho P~l'ttlg~I laurel Rnd ~~l~ COnlll1 ~l1 EUl?h8h lnurcl -two of our hnJ~d~OIl~cst , ev c J'g"; 'I" ' I I,'; Iy, ' I'P li rd
IIItrOllueeol, 111 H:l"O. hy _\ It·, \I Illllllll GUIse nrlttnn, who bro ught them 'nt h hun III a " 1l1', looi" ,. " " . f"om
London, hy on,' IJf Ih" fir.ttilUI· . h ips : Ihese were the pnrcnt s of a large propor tiou of Ih" I",,· I", tro' . ' l OW
ill aUtl around Chl'i:;tchurl'1l : for, nlthotl1rh the orj~il1l\ 1 plants weh~ lost th l'Oll rrh somE' m i1:"HWlllig"'111 I'nt i n
Ul('lr rCJ.no\"l\! ~om~ J enrs nft,'rwnrds fl'o~ ) Ir. l Jr ltt nll 8 r(':'lidclIce, .where the "L)'tf elt on IHlI,.1 no\\ ..:j-'ln(Lio:

l
a qunntlt)" 01 cUtl.ll1g:o: had flJrlunntcl,Y been taken fron~ them pl'lOr to 1'.emoYol; t hese roolt"] BlId g'ro
frpcl.>:, RUlI ~a\'Ctl !or 118 t" 0 of 0111' noLlest (' \' ergl'cen~, wInch nrc now pll'nh(ul, and will h el ' p;l th :r t.lf: IHI'f)"t.'l .
1U I,d In ornnmclltmg our gra ss InwJl.'l, in filling our shr nbbl' r.r Lordrl'tol, an d in forming 1e;utliflll IlI-.. (II)·t· ~1 f\
once hl~hly ornnlDentnl an<1 wellndnpted for the purposes of affording yery e/lici"nt shellel". ~

To the . n1l\e gentll'mnn Cilllterhury is inolebteol for th e introduction of th e b"au tiful v ,./" ,t ..., .."".!" 0
.trn"h,.~·.v tree, which wns brou~hl from 1,on<1on in the snme " -nrdiun en,o along with ,he la,"·" I. , ';'/1
iII'bul" , IS one of the hnndso!U('sl of English evergreeng, and is inynrinbly accor ded. !l,e nll ,-j J".".,'inent
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nosition on all English lawns, and in all j udiciously planted shru bber ies, because of its handsome foliage,
I~ numerous bunches of beautiful flowers of a waxy whiteness, aud st ill more especially so from its
~umerous brig-ht scarlet berries, exnctly like highly coloured strawberries, wluch nrc usually found on the
tree in all stnzes of grow tb, from tho newly form ed bun ch of gr een berries to th e brilli an t scarlet rip e frui t ,
which at one~ attracts the eye and rolls forth unqualified. admiration. The original tr ee is sttll go,,;n~ in
~at benuty at Eng!e~eld, t~e former residence of ~lr. "V;. ? D:itt~n , ~ut now th . property of Mr , J.
rilmpbell Aikman. This tree IS b)' far th e finest specimen of Its kind in 1'\ew Zealand.

Anoth er of our most beautiful flowering plants is the clianthus pun iceus, or parrot' s beak ; thi s plant
"'II' first brought into th e province from Au ckland by myself, in 1S;;I ; one of th e original plants is still
!'!'Owing and flowering in great beauty, trained up some ten feet h igh, in front of ~[r. Slater's hom e, in
Lchfi~ld.st reet. It produces a feat profusion of bril liant scarl et bloom, which con t rasts hand somely with
its lively gre~n foliag«, Traine against a wall, or o?- nn espal ier rail, in the form of a hedge, closely
trimmed in , It has a most gorgeous appearance when in bloom. It was , from a yery early period of tho
historv of the colony, found grow ing in wild profusion on the island of Kawai, n small island some 30 mil es
north'of Auckland, from wh ence copper ore has, for mnny yenrs , .been export ed in tolerable ubunda neo, It
is however, verv questionabl e wh ether th is handsome plant can be claimed as indigen ous, for nlthong h
;~nerally belieycd to be so, Yet th e colour of its flowers and th e lively green of its lenyes arc en tire ly unlike
i'h~ general character of Ne;" Zealan d YegetntlOn.

Amongst highly ornnmental e"ergreem introduced from Englnnd th ere is none more deserriu~ of our
admirntion thn n the "hododelldroll, oue of our noblest e" ergreens, possessing a hnndsome foha~e, nud
yi~ld ing nnn ually n brillinnt displny of splendid bloom in all sharl es of eolonr, from the purple " ponhcum "
to tho white" maximum," 0 1' th e brillinnt senrlet "nlto clnr ense," well suited for plnnt sto,·e .forcing
in winter to ornament the greenhonse in Yer." early sprin~ with their bcau tiful bloom, which Can be
readily prolong ed th roug hout n grent portion of the summer it the plllnts bo judiciously introtlueed by eon 
s~~uti,'e inst alments, which IlllYe been less or more submitted to the well. known proeess of retardation,
For the first introd ue tior. of th is hnnd some evergreen the thanks of tb e province nrc due to Mr. Thomas
Polts, of Goyernor's DllY, th e Yiee· President of this Soeiet)', who, in 1853, imm edia tely before his own
arriYnl, sent out two ' Vnrdinn enscs filled with ,·hododendroll.• in exce llen t henlth, nnd embracing ma ny of
tho more benutiful yari eti es. These were originnlly planted in th e gnrden of th e He,'. Henry Jneobs, from
where the)' were nf'terwards r emoyed to R ockwood, and arc nolV Inrge, handsome bus hes, under the skilful
rorc of Mr. Henry Phillips.

Next amon gst ornamentnl plants-handsome alike in foliage nnd ill flower, nncl fondl}' esteemed
becnuse of the recollecti on of its home nssociations-is the "ib es sa"!lu i"ea, or scarl et flowering cur rant,
which I hnd th e hon or of introducing into thi s province from Au ckland, in 1851, whil e it was yet a great
favour eyen there to secure thi s w~lI kn own plnnt nt n high pric e. It is now .abundnnt amo ngst us, an,l
gr~li!ly enliyens ou r shrubberie s in enrly summer with it s benutiful crim son blos soms.

It wns nt thi s time also thnt th e ha ndsome climbing plnnt, kn own by th e nnme of the doUchos li!l"osis,
a leguminous plan t, with papilionac eous flowers of a pretty pink nnd whit e colour, well suited for eoyermg
the columns of Yernndahs, for which purp ose it is lar g-e1y used in Auckland, but hero i t W I\.' found to be
too t ~nder to surviye the th en severe winters; it s eultimtion is consequ ently confined to cold f rames or
greenhouses . Now, however, th nt th e elimnt e is so mueh improved, and th e win ters much milder, its
acclimatization m ay yet be efleeted, with a little protection afforded du ring the mon th s of June and Jul)' of
the firs t winter. The sam e remnrks nnd mode of trentm ent nre equnlly npplicable to the pa ssijlO1'a edu /is,
one of the pnssion lIowers, whi ch produces in Au ckland a pr ofusion of eat " ble fruit of a most peculiar
Asveur, ,dth broad glossy green leaYes, an d well suited for th e purposes of an ornamentnl climbing plant.

Ano th er timb er tree of consid erable importnnee for th e int erests of the pro"inee was introduced by
myself, in 185·1; it is th e salix alba, or ITIIDtingdon willow. I hnd mnd e seye ral prt'Yious unsuccessfu l
altempts to introduce this valuable tree, bu t at Inst succeeded in getting out from London thr ,e liye plan ts
in n glaz~d Wardian case, which hnd eontnined several ynr ieti es of poplars, n qu nnt ity of the dwarf edgi ng
box, nnd some roots of th e liIy-of.the-Ylllley . The /<Iass of th e case, howeYer, had been neciden tally broken
on the yoynge, the sen hnd swept th e deck nnd filled the case wilh sni t wat er, aud on arrivalllll the plauts
w~re dend except three Huntingdon willows, amI the roots vf tho liIy.of.the-Yftlley . The thr ee willows
propagated yery rap idl)' , nnd nrc now abundant in nurseries, nnd will soon become extensively plnnted, for
it glows with grent rnpidi ty, and soon atlnins a height of from ~o to GO fee t, pr odu emg planks of from
three to four feet in d inmeter, of n remnrknb ly ligh t timber, nnd so white thnt It is used for th e purposes

.of inlnying in enbinet work; nnd beenu se of the same qUlllilies of ligh tness nnd wh ileness, it is st ill more
largely used in th e dairy for such purposes as milk pnns, milking pails, an d skimmi ng cups. 11 is alao
used to n cons iderable ex ten t as hnndl es for r eaping hooks nnd SICkles, in nibs for scy thes, nUll even for
scythe handles, nnd many other pur poses of u tility.

I hny e here referred to th e lil),-of- th e-yalley . I nm fairly bound, howeYer, to say this wns not the first
period of it s introdu eti ou. I belie"e the meri t of first br ing ing to Cnnterbury, and successfully eult iynting
this, the most gr aceful and fra gr nnt of all our benutiful spring flowers, is du e to the Rey. "V,lIiam Ayl mer.
of Maroa, who brought it with him from Irelnnd, in 1851, nlong wit h n deep crimson rose, well su ited for
the columns of a Yeran dnh, and some other English plan ts, of which he was th e successful introduc er.
The lily -of-the-vall ey is now grmving in full perfection in his yery benutiful grounds at Akaroa, pr odue ing
annually a profusion of its lovely wh ite blossoms pnrt ia lly h id amongst its bandsome gr een leaves, and
~ndellIed to us not less by it s beauty and fr agrance than by its numerous pleasing home associations.


