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. N ow is.a sui table s~a~on to commence pla n tinS" esch~lot s, garlic, and .pot~to or underground onions,
first mnn ur mg and chggl,!g t~le gro und, th en laying It off m beds four feet m widt h, with four rows in th e
bed, and from seven to .nm.emcl~es from set to set . The bed may th en be topped off wit h a thin coverin g
of wood-ashes-s-a material III which all bulb ous roots, whether useful or orn amental, seem to lu xuriate.

N ew plantations of rh ubarb may now be made. Th e usual mode is to plant two rows in a bed four
fect wide, and two feet apart in th e rows.

Asparagus beds may now be formed, not in th e costly mann er often resorted to in England but by
amply manuring and digg ing a piece of good lan d, then mark ing it off in four-and -a-half-feet beds ' on each
of whi~h plant three Ii.ne, of one-year- old root s at ni ne inch distance, th cn shovel from the inter,-ening
paths.Just sufficl~nt soil t? c?ver th e crowns of th e plant s, th en gl,e a heavy dr cssing with salt, and finish
off With a covenng of SIX inches of well-decomp osed manure. Beds so planted will yield several good
ga~her~!;s the second summ.er a~ter plantin.g, and from the. third seasoJ.' will afford an abu ndan t su pply of
thi s delicious vegetable, which III no portion of the world IS produ ced m great er perfection than in New
Zeala nd,

Fl owering bulbs, such as crocuses, snow -drops, j onquils, hyacinth s, narcissus, and tuberous-rooted plants
such as a!1emones and ranunculus, and even more fib~·ons .rooted plan ts, like lily-of-th e-valley and other
courallnrins, should now be plan ted ; for the early sprlll"" blossoms of these lend to th e flower bord ers the ir
first attraction, and when j udiciously blended with th e ~hoieer sort s of au tumn sown ann uals ar c capable
ofawakening in every true lover of floral beaut y a deep feelin g of admiration, . '

?leecntly plan ted tr ees au~1 shrubs of large size, to insur e their greate r stability, may possibly no w
requ Ire to be staked or oth erwise supporte d, for strong sont h..wosters! accompa nied with dr enchin g rains,
h ave a tendency to layover newly-pl anted tr ees, th ereby breaking th eir recen tly form ed roots which careful
staking will entirely obviate. • ,

:\I ain tain in the greenhouso as dry a tempera ture as the charnctcr of th e weat her will allow, taking
advan tage of every fine do)' to give plen ty of air .

y ines which have fll~ly r iponed th eir wood, an d from wh.ich !he grapes have been gathered, will now
re qu ire .to be prllnN~; tin s ' nil be best. perfor~ed 1))" spur rlllg int o two eyos each of the side -shoots, an d
short ening th e loading cane to one-third of Its length . The out er ro ug h bark , presen ting a ragged
appearance on the old woocl of th o VillC, may now be romo"ed, afte r whi ch overy inch of the vin e should
bo offeetua lly bru~hecl with a ha!'d b~ush, so as to dislodge the .existenee of insect lifc, which usually harbour
beneath the loose bark of th o YlIle, m a state of torpor, durmg tho dormant mon th s of winter ready to
emerge into acti ,e lifo ' Yilh the first warm weather of ear ly sum mer. '

p hoice plants stm~dillg. UpOIl grass I~wns ma:r now requi r.o som.e dcgroe of protection, to cnablo them
to Withstand the SeYerlty ot the fm sts which occasIOnall)' pr oYfill durmg this and th e succeoding month.

. 'Wh cre the pla~t, to bo protectcd arc of.moderat~ or of small size only, th e simpl ost means of protcotion
IS a eanyas awmn~ III the form of a pyramId, SU.mClOnt to coyer t.he plan t ;. or a still simpler mean s is to
plaeo stakes arounct the plont to bo protected, meetmg th em at a pomt above Its top, and fillmg in, oYer,and
aroun d the plan t wi th dry fern .

JULY:

. .. :a.lysterious ronnd! what skill, \l"hat force dh'ino
Deep.felt in these appear! a simple train,
Yet so delightful mixed, wilh such kind art,
Such beauty and beneficence combiued.-TnOMSOl'r,

lJTintm' F "osts-Sow.Peas alld B eans, O".ess, .lrn~tm'd, B adisll, and Sp inaeh- 0011l illenee Plantillg E al'ly
P otatoes-P"lInmg and Tr ansplantmg Fr,.,t Tr ees, SllI'nbs and H ed.ge Plants-Beds f 01' Bllubal'b
and A sp Cl1'agus- R emov8 Sea·Kale-][anure-Tlw Flowel' Gm'don-Plant Bu.lbs, <te.-PI'une and
Trall.plant B oses-Sow Sw eet Peas and Mi gnonett e-Flowcring Bnlbs in Gl'ccnllonscs-Dress
Yines to destro9 I nscets-Tlle Cal'Cof Sll1'nbs, L awns, B OI'dcl'S, alld TValks,. .

WE are now in th o dopt h of winter, and mu st be content with occasional rains, alt ernating with bri~ht

day s, ~ucceeded 1)] sharp frosts at night, which usually a ttain th oir greatest intensity betwe en tho bcginmng
and mld~le of the !!l0nth . These, however, are not moro seyore th an th e frosts of an English Nov ember,
and are.Just sufliclCntly s!mrp to produce a clear : heal tl,y , braci.ng atmospbe re. Sucb weather, of course,
seld om lI~terrup~s the ord mary sea;sonable operatIOns of gardenlll g'; for even now we begin to anticipate
approachmg sprl."g, by eommencmg to sow peas and bean s on aU light dry sandy soils, the earlio st sown
emps of tbese bemg by far th o most produoti,e, especially when sown on land wbich bas bcen und er
rcpea ted eultiyation,
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It is also desirable to r isk a small sowing of cross, mu stard, radish, and ~pinach at this season, ulth ough
these sowin gs arc less to be depended upon than thos e ma de during su~ceedmg montbs.. .

Even now the planting of early potatoes may bo commenced, provided due precaution IStaken to pl~nt
nI f ctly dry lan d not liable to become flooded; for wherever surface water stands after heavy rams
~h/S~~ ~f~~wly.planted potatoes 111'0 sure to perish. I ndeed, th e only object gained by planting thus early
is the lightening of du ties at a more advancod and busy penod of th e season .

Cont inue the prun ing and transplan ting of f: uit trees as previously directed, as well as orn amental
tr ees, evergreen sbrubs, th orns, and other plants suited for hedges.

Tbe formation of beds and m.ode :of planting, ad~'ised in last mo!'th's calender for . rhubarb and
b successfully eontmued. The present IS also a season SUItable for the romoval of the root s

napfara"k~uls, m~Yh' he mav be pl an ted in beds five fcet in width, with th rcc rows in each bed, an d two feet
o sea- a e, " IC J d . b . . h f d II ot t ddistan t in thc row; after which th c crowns ma y be covorc Wit SIXme es 0 so~ ·woe , or 'ye . r e
stabl e manure- thc form er being preferab le ; f~r b?th son-ka le and asparagu s, bemg submarine plan ts,
retain, oven under gard en cult ivauon, th eir predilection for salt ami sea-weed. . ' .

E stablished beds of sea-ka le may now be forced into carly growth ~y tb o applicati on of fermentm.g
stable manure which will cxcite an imme diate growth, thereby nffordiug an abu ndant snpply of this
delicious Yegetablo in from twenty to thirty days from. tho time o!' covering in . F or. later crops, h~we,:er,
and especially where foreinl; appli ances arc n.ot eonven~ent1y obt ainable, It ma:l: r eadily bo.produced .m lngh

erfection b simply covermz the crow ns With from mno to twelve m chos?t lIght dry SOI l.taken from th e
~ tb of th e'beds on either side and thrown oyer th e crown s, thr ough winch th e stems Will str etch th em
sei~e~ unti l th ey reac b the s lll'f~ce, when, by clear ing away tho soil, th ey will be foun d to be nicely blanched

and fit for gathering, . . .
I n flower ardening, continuo th o planting of bu lbs and other flower roots; Iho subdivision and

increase of hert aceous flowering plant s ; th e pruning and transpla ntmg' of roses, and other similar hard
wooded flowering plants, Make tho first sowing of sweet pcas for early blooming, an d oven now yOll may
risk the fiirst sowing of mignonette .

P roceed with tho continued preparation of land digging 01' tr encbing for tbe further r:lanting o~ frui t
and forost trees, for vcry much of their after -success depends ,:,pon a reasonablo amount o! preparatlo,! of
tbc lan d in which they nre permanen tly to stand . :rho planting of t ree~ ma)' be continued, selec ting
wcather during which neither sharp fros ts nor excessIVc rams nnduly prev ail.

Th e gaiety of thc gr eenhouso in early spr ing may bo sceured by.the int mduction of pols of early
f1oworing bnlb s, such as crocuses, snowdrops, an emoncs, ranun~ulns, h:racmths,. IIly-o.f.thc-."allcy, tog.etber
with ear ly blooming beaths, epaeriscs, and gayest of all the <?blllos.e primrose, m wlnt c, r:lll~, and frmged
vari eties; th ese of th emselves, if introduced in profusion, Will o.nliven thc d.ull mOJ.' th s o~ wmter amI early
spring, and imp art to th e gr eonhollse an attraetiYe and progr esslYe ga.'ety,. lIler oaslllg Wlt~ tho progress of
the season . Vineries, when early forcing is not rcso~ted to! r eqUIre hitIe ~aro at tin s s.eason beyond
painting the vin e, to dest roy any remaining traces of msec t hf~ , These ~laYmg b~en prevJO~ls.ly pruncd
and wcll br ushed paint th cm all over, from top to bottom of tbelr stems, With a lIqUId eomposlhon of soft
soap, sulph ur and camp hor, dissol' ed in spirits of wine, witb the add ition of some com.mon. clay ; all .of tb~sc
may be mix ed an~ ma~c to tbe cons istency of ere~m by thc uso of tobacco wa te!', and If tb ls booaPl?lied With
a painter' s br usb, It "nil effectually destroy the spldcr, brown s.calo, and ?thor lUseo.ts destrucllve III n more
or less degree to the fr uit and foliagc of tho vino, the depredatIOns of which are caslly prevent ed by resort.
ing to this timoly precaut ion ,

Grass lawns and shru bbery beds and borders usually r~coivo at ten tion at th is soaso~ in the way ?f
I'cpairing, by ta king up and I'e-layin g por tions of the lawn whleb ar c u,!le, el, by ll e~t1)' edgmg t~e mnrg lll
of all beds and borders, and with equal care all gravel walks surl'Oundmg or erossmg an)' portion of th e
lawn ; for ornamental ga rdening can only bo deemed ,:ort by of tho nam e wbere neatne ss ancl order are
regardcd as first considerations.


