
Three small successional sewings of early white stone turnips may be made between the beginning and
the end of the mont h-a repetitio n of the sewings being needf ul, lest th e first should happen to start of!:'
p rematurely to seed, which is quite a usual occurrence with the first early-sown crops of carrots and
turnips.

Another slight hot-b ed may now bc made, upon which to plant th e cucumbers and melons sown last
month, and to carryon growing toma toes, capsicums, balsams, cockscombs, and globe amaranths, or any
other seeds which are henefited by a gentle bottom heat.

The celery sown on a hot-b ed last month may now be gradually inur ed to exposure, an d when suffi.
eiently hardened off, may bc thickly planted out in a moist, shady situa tion, an d 'fcry frequen tly wat ered
until finally transplantcd, as direc ted 111 the J anuary calendar .

The var ious annual pot-herbs may now be sown-such as su mmer savory, sweet marjo ram, sweet basil,
bush basil, and marigolds ; and either 'the seed may be sown, or last year's plants transplanted of such
biennial and perennial sweet and pot-herb s as thyme, sage, winter sa.ory, pot -marjoram, balm, borage,
spear -mint, peppermint, hyssop, and lavender ; and of such as bear the reputation of possessing medicinal
Tirtu es- such as rosemary, feverfew, penny-royal, camomile, and horehound.

The roots of rhubarb thou gh now beginning to unfold thei r leaves, may still be safely transplante d,
especially when lifted with a ball of soil adhering ; and the roots of asparagus, sea-kale, horse-radish, globe
and J erusalem artichokes will also still bear removal with equal certainty of success.

It :s now th e season to commence gr afting, as the sap is bcginning to more . Commence first with
those fru it trees which come earliest into leaf, as cherries and plums. The latest kind s in l eafin~ ar c pears
and app les, which are genera lly not grafted un til near ly a fortnight after the cherry. Thi s IS also the
prop er timc to graft oranges ; choose for a stock the Seville orange , as being the most hardy, durable, an d
robu st grower. As directed in the previous month, the scions should be taken off and laid in ; for grafting
alway s succeeds best when the sap of the stock is in a more forward state of activity than tha t of the scion .
Observing the performanc e of th e operation of gra ftmg is bett er tha n any other mode of teaching it . Tho
young tr ees to be worked, technically called" th e stocks," are "cut ovor" near th e ground. Firstly, clear
away a lit tle of thc soil from the base of the stock, as it is desirable to place the graft as low down on the
stock as possible. Secondly, haying a sharp knife, make a smooth cut on one side of the stock, just
sufficien t to fit the diameter of th e scion, and about I } inches long, and slightly penetrating the wood.
Next, make a slit downwards from th e top en the smooth cut side of the stock about a quater of an inch
deep. Cut the scion of a length corresponding to th e length of the cut on th e stock, and cut the lower end
of the scion oblique ly at one cut, to fit the stock, and make in it a cut similar to that in th e stock. Lastly
fur the stock and scion togeth er, and fit the inner edges neatly, so that the bark of each shall be in contact.
Tie them firmly together with worsted or bass in the desired positio n, and cover th e graft with pr epared
clay, made by bcati ng it up with short hay ; ear th up with soil near ly to the top bud of the scion, th us
greatly pr omoting thc un ion by keeping the clay in a moist state. There arc many kind s of graft ing, bu t
this method is thc one most practi sed.

The Transpl anting of gooseberries, currants, raspberries, strawberr ies, apples, and other fruit tre es, as
well as forest trees, should by the end of the mon th bc completed for the season ; for the parching north­
west winds which somet imes blow at int ervals from the begin ning or middle of October arc un favourable
to the re -establishment of lately-removed frui t and forest trees .

The seeds of sweet-peas an d migno nette may conti nue to be sown for successional bloom, with all the
nu merous sorts of hardy or half-hardy annual, biennial, or perennial flower seeds. Early in th e present
month is also a suitable season for the plantin g of roses, fuchsias, hollJ hocks, dahlias, chrysant hemums,
pinks, carnations, and many ether 'fal'ieties of similar ornamental hcrbaceous flowering plants, whieh, in
their season, impart to thc flower borders a pleasing gaiety and f"agrant perfume.

Greenhousoplants re-pottcd last month " ill , every fine day, rcquire to have an abundance of air, so as
to secur e a healthJ , vigoro us growth- an importan t point in the successful culture of greenh ouse plants to
be aimed at, an d deemed of quit e as much importance as a profus ion of bloom ,t self, and undcr proper
t reatmcnt, of 'fery cas,}' atainmen t, by a rigid adhercnce to the usual rul es which govern successful
culti vation ; th esc mamly consist in profuse ven tilation, frequent watering in bright weather, a moist
atmosphere, secured by frequent sprinkling, togeth er with an absencc of the gree nllOuso insect pest, known
by the common name of gr een lIy, the removal of which is easily effccted on its first app'earan ce by syr inging
overhead wit h tobacco water, or by fumigating with tobacco smoke, either of which Will be found pcrfcetly
eB'icacious.

Vineries which were closed in last month, and assisted with a little fire heat, will now be star ting fas.
into rcnewed gl'owth; th e buds of the vines will break more eYenly, as the first bursting of th e bud s is
u sually termed, by frequent daily syringing with tepid water, which will, at th e same tim e, create within
th e 'finery a warm moist atmo sphere-conditions of early culture in which the vine delights to Illluriate.

Grass lawns, walks, and verg es will now ha'fe grown sufficiently to require the ir first mowing', rolling,
and sweeping . If each of these operat ions is carefully and well performed up on this occasion, th e lawn will
be much more easily mown and kept neat through out the summer. All beds or borders, standing on grass
lawns, which were dug during autumn or winter, will now require to be neatly raked, so as to fit th em for
the recep tion of annual and biennial flower seeds.
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The garden glows, and fills .the liberal a~r ,
' Vith lavish fragrance ; while th,: promised fruit
Lies ye t a lit tle embryo, unpercei ved
Withi n its crimson fold.- Ta o1lsos .

Olose of Spri~g-Nor' -W estn s-Sow B roccoli , Cel./ery, P arsley , G ;:eCll s, Caulifio~ers;, q·c.- T" r" ip s,
S ' ch Cress Mustard R adi sh L ettuce Endioe, Bcct-Sow o,llons f or D rawing l;T1'eell- Sow alld
2~~::'spl~ II t Cabbages-S~1O Ca"r~ts, P a rsnip s, <tC.-CO~I 'IIC~ICe Sowing French B ealls- ]foul il up
C cumbel's alld M elolls on H ot -beds-Pot ~tr Tomatoes, Capsicums, B alsams, <te.-Sow l~a rdy out -of­
d;~r. ClteulIlbers, ] [elolls, P nmp ki lls, Vegetable :Jf ar/,olOs, 9·e., ill shelt~red spots-n 'atel' S t,·'!w ­
berries alld Rh"b a;'b- ColltiJll(e to Sow hardy Flowe;' Seeds - 1Vatel ' H yaclllOlS, A"emones, q·c., !te.
- Greenhouse a'id Vi llCi'y-Flowe,' B eds alld Borbcrs on L asous,

SPRING eloses with the end of thc pr esen t month, whi lst sho)\'crs an d rcfreshing dews recur at longer
in tervals-not merely giving place to the wa~m, dry weat.her, whl~h now c~mmenccs, but even to occasional
llry north-west winds, which sometimes beglll to blow WIth considerable VIOlence even so early as October .
These, however, are of unfrequcn t occur rence, and rarely of more than a few hours durat ion.

A knowledge of this circum stance ough t, ~owe'fer, to ~ t imulate every p! udent c~lti\'ator to use hi~
utmost exertions to complete tho necessary sowmg and planting of all crops eith er omitt ed last month or
n ecessary to be sown dur ing the present.

Continue therefore the sowing of Ilowerin g br occoli, adhering to the varieties pr eviously recommended.
E arly ill tho 'month m~ko a final sowing of Seymour 's superb whitc or Manc~ICster red celery, and . also
sewi ngs of curled parsley, globc savoys, Brussels sprouts, curled greens and cauh~owcrs . ~[uke successional
sewings of early white stone turnips, spinach, cress, mustard, rad ish,. lettuce, ondivo, and red beet . E ven
onions may still be sown; more, however, fo.r the purpose of dl·aw.'~g gr e.en. throughout thc summer an d

tumn and thus savinz the bulbs of the earlier and better crops. The varieties of e'lrly and late cabbages
a:ay als~ be sown, and during showery weathcr the early spring .s? wn plant s of each ma.! be ad:antllg~ousIJ
transplantcd. Carrots, parsnips, salsnfy, an d scorzonera may still be sown ; and now ISa sU.ltablc tune to
commence first small sowings of scarlet runne! s and dwarf F rench be~s. Thcse first SOWlDgs are not,
however to be relied upon; for some seasons It happens that a long period of fine weather may be succeeded

y a single chilly night, accompanied with a light hoar frost, bJ which the first crops.of scarlet ru.n?ers,
iFrench beans, and some other tender plants are partially swcpt olf ; hence th e necessity for successional
sowings.

Cucumbers and melons plant ed on a hot-bed last month will 110"1' require to .b~ finally mo,;,lded ; a? d
o render them ab undantly fruit ful thcy oug~t to be ~toppcd at. every second joint, and sprin kled With
at er on the afternoon of every warm day, closing them III e~rlJ WI th a moist, warm atm~sphere. Tomatoes

and capsicums, balsams, cockscombs, and amaranths sown III AUgllSt and September Will now need to be
potted oft' singly.

Towards the end of th is month the out -of-doors hardy ridg e cucumbers, water-melons, pie-pumpkins,
ourds w getable marrows and late tomatoes may be sown within any sheltered enclosure. All of these

are ve;y tender, and, whe;'e propcr con'fenie~ces exist, it is .the safest pla~ to sow them in flowe.r-pots,
placed eithcr in a glass (mme, or within the wmdow of a dwelhng.ho use, until the soeds ha'fe /:et;Jllllatcd ,
and th e plan ts are about an inch in heigh t; after whic~ thcy ma:y for a. few days bc gradually mu~ed to
exp osure, by placing them ou t during the day, and keepmg t~cm ~n at Dlgh t ; a~d wh: n thus suffic.ently
hardened of!; th cy may be.plan ted out in any warm, shclt ered SituatIOn, and for a tim e shghtl)· protccted by
a temp orarJ co'ferin g at llIgh t.

Stnwberry plants bloom much mor.e vigorously when. frequently watered during w'J weathcr . Thc
seed-stems of rub arb and eea-kale exerCIse a yerJ exha ushng power oyer thc root s, an? should all bc cut
away as soon as perceptible; rhubarb will be grcatlJ benefited by frequcnt .hea'fY.watermgs. Some of the
fuIest rhubarb Jct grown in Cant crbury was produced after repeat ed w'cnchmgs ,nth soap suds.

Flower-seeds ,of all thc hardJ and half-hardy annuals may still be.sown ; and now is a .suitable tim~ to
mmence sowing the morc tend er "arieties, such as com·?lv.olus maJo;-, trol? reolu~n canarICnse, petulllas,

turtiums, and out·of-door balsams. These and other Similarly delicate kinds hablc to suffer from hoar
osts may, with ' tolerable safety, be sown towards the end of the month on the open borders.

Hyacinths, anemones, ranunculuses, and other bulbs now in flow~r will. ha'fc their bloo~ing period
~eatly prolonged by frequent watering and shading from the ovcrpowermg brightness of the mld.day sun.

Successful culture of potted plants during thc previ ous months of spr~g will no~ be~in ~o clothe the
greenhouse with healtay foliage and a profusion of beautiful bloom, the gaICt)' of which 'nIl richly reward
the eulti'fator's earnest anxious exertions, who will now beO'in to water more freely at the root, and morc
.paringly over head; for water sprinkled O'fer blooming pYants extracts the deli~ate colours of the pctals,
washes off the handsome pollcn which not unfrequently adornes the anthcrs and shg~a of t~e flowers, and
hastens more rapidly t.o deeay thc too evanescent beauty of hanlllomc Jlowers, which a drier lIlmospherc
llVould posscss tho power of greatly prolonging.


