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Ballantyne's fire 
book 

Sir.-As a sister of one of t h r  41 
victims who rished in Ballan- 
tyne's fire on f ovember 10. 1947. I 
am very distressed to see a size- 
able advertisement in "The Press" 
Way for a book on the disaster by 
G. G. Walker. Who Ls he that he 
hopes to make money out of others' 
misfortune? All that had to be 
written was recorded in the news- 
papers a t  the time, and for the 
many months of anguish relatives 
suffered while the commission of 
inquiry was heid afterwards. Some 
mothers never recovered fm the 
shock and grief and no relative 
wants to be reminded of that 
terrible day when their lwed ones 
did not come home from work.- 
Yours, etc., 

M. I. MAWSON. 
Decrmber 28, 1983. 

Ballantyne's fire 
book 

Sir, - Regarding -M. I. Maw- 
m'8 letter of Dmmbtr 31: Ionin 
a *ttm in BallantyneDs fin b a uf 
memory they wlll bave to live with 
for the r a t  of their daya Tbe 
tm@c went will never be fm- 
tea by those wbo l a t  family a 
lrkads (and I l a t  two frlcnb . Thc 

th* ~ l r  G. O. d a k m  
" b o p  to make money oat of 
others' mhfortune" Is complettly 
ort of charrctct wlth thlr mm, 
who lr kind, generow to a fault and 
8 very bappy 
stature anti m i r  

- big of 
1 feel tbe pint 

of tbe book la to vlndlcrk tbe 
firemen of the day. Mr Walker Is 
hrrdly llkel to beromc 8 milUon- 
aim W I ~  k pb~ieatiim, r I, 
wlth all due mpect to hlm, fail to 
ac it becoming a bent rller. It b 
r valuable inkmting reference 
book, with a vim to this terrible 
Lngedy nev& recurring. - Yours, 

VALMAI I. HERN. 
Janwry 1, 1084. 

Sir,-l wbb to Ulank Mr C. C. 
Walker for h b  enllghtenmmt on 
Uc hllantyne's fire. Thls type d 
book mtmt take mm houri of 
me.* a d  "e a d *  not the 
typ of book to bring In great 
fevea#,roItirpodtoLnorrLa 
tbb day rad yc there a n  dlll 
people who are willing to give ao 
mreLdtbdrlcLwtlme(oklng 
trutbtothelorr.AaoUnrrrpsetir 
knorrfng tbb wlll not happen again 
and that Cooenunent or Royal 
cammhhm can no longer cover 
up the h t h .  8nd ow firemen wlll 
no lmgu have the blame laid at 
W r  feet u was the ease of Mr 
Bumma. Many people ma f e i  
rmr having the fa* ~ a d b r e .  
b.1 we know that the i n t s t y  01 
flnmcn will now be gun and 
lived a d  property better 
8.rhg read the book 
Whlker. h a  great fwllngs for ail 
tbe famlliw Involved.-Yarn, etc., 

BRENDA SMITH. 
Dmmber 30, 1983. 

The Press. Jan 7. 1984. p. 12. 

The Press, Dec 31, 1983. p. 12. 


