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"~ in New Zealand, Christchureh had the privilege of estab-

NURSES' MEMORIAL CHAPEL. 54

In December, 1915, Lieut. Col. P. C. Fenwick,
Assistant Director of Medical Services, Australian
and New Zealand Treining Depot, Zeitoun, wrote to the
Board asking if it had done anything to commemorate the
bravery of the liew Zealand nurses who were drowned on
the transport "Marquette"” which was submarined in the
Gulf of Salonika on the 23rd October, 1915.

Miss Thurston, Lady Superintendent of the Christ-
church Hospital, before leaving New Zealand and taking [
up the position of Matron of the Walton-on-Thames Hospital, .
asked the Board to keep in mind the building of a chapel i
if not before at least at the end of the Great War. For '
religious services both for nurses and patients, a chapel
would fill a long felt want.

It had been the hope of Nurse Maude and maeny nurses
particularly liss Thurston who trained the three brawe
nurses, that & memorial chapel be erected in the unds
of the hospital. Nurses Nora Hildyard, Lorma Rattray
and Margaret Rogers lost their lives while serving their
country in the Great War.

At a memorial service held in St.Michael's Church
in July to commemorate the disaster, the offertory was
sppropriated to form a nucleus for a building fund for
a Nurses' Memorial Chapel. In September the members met |
in consultation with the Chaplain of the Hospital, a LYY
representative of the Miniesters' Association and the Lady
Superintendent of Nurses (Migs Muir). The site chosen
was on the Riccarton Road frontage south of the covered -
way leading from the children's ward to the lsolation ’ |
l:.}ooktto enable eripples and persons in wheeled chairs 1

enter.

A Nurses' Memorial Chapel Committee (2ll denomin-
ations) was formed in August with Dr. Fox as Chaimman,
Mesars. H. Ds Andrews, lon. Treasurer, J. W. Baty, lHon. -.
Seeretary, and W, E, iaalqv. Organiser. The chapel l
committee collected money sufficient to build and eguip
& chapel free of encumbrances, the board's contribution
being the coet of the foundations and basement. The ] '
Executive of the Nurses' Eemorial Chapel Fund handed
over a credit balance to the Hospital Lady Visitors
Assocliation to be used solely for chapel purposes.

The foundation stone of the Chapel was laid by the
Duke of York on 45th March, 1927.

The plans were furmnished free of cost by Mr. Collins,
the Architect, and the chapel was duly handed to the Board.
The first service was held on Christmas Day, 1927.

Apart from being the first chapel in a publiec hospital

lishing an important preeedent. The Board in aceepting

the gift expressed appreciation of the work which had been .
done by the Committee and others enabling the chapel to

be brought into bei it was given a wide scope and '
anbraces the names of nurses and others whose lives and ;j!,,
deeds should be remembered for all generstions. L

A silver casket containing an historical record is
embedded in the wall of the chapel and was greciously |
gwwmomwnr.w.n:mm.mzmt i

n . (|




The Chapel Christchurch Hospital.
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	Hospital Lady Visitors Association - Chronic Wards - Chalmers Wards

	Christchurch Hospital, contd.
	Influenza Epidemic - Orthopaedic Unit

	Ophthalmic Department - Education of Children in Hospital

	X-Ray Department - Operating Theatre

	Artificial Limb & Splint Department - Private Paying Wards - Nurses' Training School

	Radium & Deep-therapy Department

	Veneral Diseases Department - "Border-line" Cases - Noisy Patients - Electro-Cardiograph Department

	Dietitian - Cafeteria

	Christchurch Hospital, contd.

	Nurses' Memorial Chapel

	Nurses' Home - Christchurch Hospital

	New Nurses' Home
	Chairman and Members, North 
Canterbury Hospital Board

