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T HE ARMAGH STREET DEPOT was used for the casual housing

of poor men who required temporary acccmnodatd.on, It's

origin is a mystery. It was at first a Police Depot,

but of when that was built there seans to be no record.

In 1865 the Ex:ecutive Council of the Provincial Government

authorised the reshingling of it. This fact would point

to a very early origin irx:leed. There is no record

available of this building at the City Surveyor's Office.

When the institution was abandoned as a fbl1ce Depot,

it was used. for housing old men and wanen. No date can

be assigne::! to this, either, as there is no record of it

in the papers of the Provincial Council. An application

in 1928 at the Police <:hurt brought no results. A:3 the

other institutions of the l?oard develope::! the use of the

old Depot gradually disappeared and was replace::! by a

brick building which afforde:! temporary shelter for swag­

gers or men waiting to be admitte::! to 11 Tuarangi" •
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( Signed) J. E. Stewar t ,
Secretary f or Pub l i c Wor k s .

proposal 500 ya r d s of stone1 upon wh i ch the men may now
is lying on th Go.al site, Lincoln Road, and wi l l be
the person you may appoi n t as overseer by the Provincial

r

For this
o~nence wor k ,
oi n t ed ou~ to
ngi ne er o

The price for breaking should be say 1/6 per yard; and certainly
ot exceeding 2/- per' yard, a rate of wh i ch an ordinary l abourer c an mak e
ood wag e s , wh i l e it s h ould as a mat ter of course by borne in mi nd , that
s the labour of the Chartitable Aid Gang is pai d f or , not for the want
f it , but for the temporary assistance of ,per s ons in distress, the pr i c e
or p i ec e wor k should be ad jus t ed so as on the average not to gr e at l y
xceed the former rate of day wage s of 5/-, upon this p oi nt t he overseer
oul d be competent to inform you.

The employment of the Gover nment of a l arge par t y of relief who
ppea r to loolc upon the se r vi c e s gi ven to them in the light of a charity
o wh i ch they are almost en t i t l ed , as a right,rather than a s a e quivalent
f or a few days wor k , not only impractible to the Gove r nrnent a s members
f labour, but of mischevious consequence to t he l abour marke t of the
r ovi nc e at large, and that in a way pe r haps the most objec tionable of
11, mind the lowering of standard of the labour to be rendered for wage s .
o counteract these evident results of the pr e s en t system, I pr op os e in
lac e of aBly wage s to substitute piece wor k , and I have to request t hat
he Charitable Aid Gang by employed in future upon the breaking of s t one
or road metal.

The necessary hammers, guage s will b e supplied by Government, and
ss ued under the supervision of overseer wh o wi l l a l s o meas ur e and
ert i f y DO t he wor k d one .

ESSI ON X X V 11
NO. 5tTH JULY 18

Wi t h reference to the large expansion which is now be i ng incurred by
our Depar t ment for the purpose of g i ving relief to such of t he enemployed

as may not be ab l e to obtain wor k elsewhere, and view wi th regret that the
tendency appears to be towards a very considerable increase in the number
of enemployed. I h ave the honour to draw your a tt en t i on to the followi ng
emar ks on the subject and wh i ch I consider is highly de s i rab l e , should
e commenced and carried out as soon as p os s i b l e .
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	Waltham Orphanage

	The Armagh Street Depot

	Samaritan Home

	Charitable Aid

	Girls' Home, Burwood - Durham Industrial School

	Chairmen and members of The Ashburton and North Canterbury United Charitable Aid Board.


