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T HE ARMAGH STREET DEFOT was used for the casual housing
of poor men who required temporary accommodation, It's
origin is a mystery, It was at first a Police Depot,
but of when that was built there seems to be no record,
In 1865 the Executive Council of the Provincial Govermment
authorised the reshingling of it, This fact would point
to a very early origin indeed, There is no record
available of this bullding at the City Surveyor's Office,
When the institution was abandoned as a Folice Depot,

it was used for housing old men and women, No date can
be assigned to this, either, as there is no record of it
in the papers of the Provincial Council, An application
in 1928 at the Police Court brought no results, As the
other institutions of the Board developed the use of the
old Depot gradually disappeared and was replaced by a
brick building which afforded temporary shelter for swag-
gers or men waiting to be admitted to "Tuarangi",
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It 18 ¢ the atvest Liportance apourately to
distinguish between poverty and peuperiam; for by
confounding them, poverty is dishonoured end peup-
erian countensmeed. OSupply poverty with mesns and
it vanighes, but pauperiam is the more confirmed,
Poverty is a sound vessel empty, but peuwperiem is
not only empty, bdut erssked, Foverty is o natural
appetite, merely wanting food « pauperien a Pavenous
atrophy, which no food een satisfy, Fovery strives
to cure 1teelf - pauporism to contaminate others,
Poverty often stisulates to exertion - pauperisnm is
en erehehypecrite. ioverty has naturally a proud
spirit « pauperisn a base one, now servile, now
insolent, [overty is silent and retiring - pawper-
ian clamorous and irposing; the one grateful, the
other the reverse, There 1o much that is slluring in
poverty, but peuperisn is sltogether hateful, It i
delightful to sueeour the one, and irkesone to be tamed
for the other, PFoverty has the blessing of Heaven ae
woll as thooe vho relieve it - peuperiam, on the eontrary,
has nothing in common with the Chrigtian virtues, -
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O
bTH, JULY 1867,

With reference to the large expansion whiech is now being incurred by
rour Department for the purpose of giving relief to such of the enemployed
bs may not be able to obtain work elsewhere, and view with regret that the
endency appears to be towards a very considerable increase in the number
b enemployed, I have the honour to draw your attention to the following
remarks on the subject and which I consider is highly desirable, should
pe commenced and carried out as soon as possible,

The employment of the Government of a large party of relief who
popear to look upon the services given to them in the light of a charity
o which they are almost entitled, as a right, rather than as a equivalent
for a few days work, not only impractible to the Government as members
pf labour, but of mischevious consequence to the labour market of the
rovince at large, and that in a way perhaps the most objectionable of
11, mind the lowering of standard of the labour to be rendered for wages,
o counteract these evident results of the present system, I propose in
place of delly wages to substitute piece work, and I have to request that
he Charitable Aid Gang by employed in future upon the breaking of stone
for road metal, ‘

For this proposal 500 yards of stone, upon which the men mag now
ommence work, is lying on the &eal site, fincoln Road, and will be
jointed out to the person you may appoint as overseer by the Provincial
ingineer,

The price for bresking should be say 1/6 per yard, and certainly
ot exceeding 2/~ per yard, a rate of which an ordinary labourer can make
food wages, while it should as a matter of course by borne in mind, that
8 the labour of the Chartitable Aid Gang is paid for, not for the want
" 1t, but for the temporary asaistance of persons in distress, the price
or plece work should be =zdjusted so as on the average not to greatly
ixceed the former rate of day wages of 5/-, upon this point the overseer
ould be competent to dinform you,

The necessary hammers, guages will be supplied by Government, and
ssued under the supervision of overseer who will also measure and
ertify bo the work done,

(8igned) J. E. Stewart,
Secretary for Public Works,
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	Waltham Orphanage

	The Armagh Street Depot

	Samaritan Home

	Charitable Aid

	Girls' Home, Burwood - Durham Industrial School

	Chairmen and members of The Ashburton and North Canterbury United Charitable Aid Board.


