
SECTION VII. 

HOHE m1)GSTRLE8 A33 TECHhTCfi SCHOOL5 EXHIBITS. 
TEE Home Industries Section, containing an exceedingly divedied collection of 
practically everything that it is possible for adults as well as children to mam- 
facture in their own homes, and also a great deal of work done by the pupils of the 
technical schools of the cdony, was situated on the large gallery to the south 
side of the dome. It was reached by staircases leading off either side of the grand 
vestibule. The gallery contained an immense ~ a r i e e  of work iu \vood, plasticine, 
metal, and other materials, and an eqeciaJlr large and beautiful subsectio~~ was 

. the displar of frrncp needlework ; and there sere a large l l ~ ~ h r  of exhibits in 
brushwork, mapping, h., from the p@ schools. 

The nature and scope of the Home Industries Conlluittee's n-orb- is set o11t in the 
fullotving introductory note to the schedules of coulpetitiolls sent out by the Col-11- 
mittec :- 

Tho d e w i o n  of the tcmn "home indnsbies" an adolrtd by the Comnittw, is the. work oj 
the individual, as distinct f . m ~  t k  u-ork of firolk s~d fautoritra. 

h compiling these schedules the Home h d h e s  Committcrn have btwl k $ d y  ~ I ~ U C I L C ~ ~  by 
the desh that. through the medium of thene oompetitionu. a lore for e~nulst.iun lnay In. crcatc-d or 
fosteml thrt w i l l  rarult in a ~ ~ I - I I I U ~ ~  dumtional adrmt8gr to the conuunnity. 

!Che aim has k n  to prnride spc-id facilities for aU to dispkir their ability. in \lratcv~,- 
Jirectiun it linr ; but it rRUi won found. as the work prucredd. that IUSII~ bra~~rlu.?; d i n d n u t ~  and 
commerce do not lend thc.m~lms ro compctitionr uoruing within the scoln- of a Hoaa I n d u ~ ~ r i e ~  
Section. 

Ttu. brosd a d  liberal lines upon which thesa SCII~~II I ( .~  LYC been prelmrd inslike the Coni- 
mittee with the h o p  that the Home Industries W o n  be enLong the ~ o s t  attrautive at  tlw 
Exhibition, and t h  ean be but littlct doubt t.hnt the succegs of this section 111ust prove 
one of the gm&mt oclvertkm~nts tbat tk oc1111ny a n  have, as i t  ril l  show that the indi- 
vidual worker has an en- and sbiliq that rni~rrt of nemwit.y piotuotc: tlu. growth and can- 
Yrcluent prhipritr of the conuuercr and indnstries of tb colony. 

TIM+ Canunittee, themfa~rr. cnrnmtly a p ~ w d s  to all ernl>loyers to =kt tllia iuoreacc.nt. 
bp urcing their best a n h v u a r s  tcl ancowage t.hcir cmployecs to take theif ]*art in proving 
that. t.lw h o p  of present S I I ~  f u r m  succnss ix not bwd on f d .  g r o ~ n d s  

A perusal of the auwmlunyi~~g whedluk. rill  show tlut the eotulllrmid and iudustrial 
clww, whist olwn tu all. affoid special olilmrtunities to studen& at rtrchnid whwLs tf d l  

tu ~~;oct.iealIy demou..trnrr the vsluc. of the tlleory that is thwein taught, and fm that 
pmpoac uuch student% can enter not only irk any of t.he Sections thro~lghc~trt the achdi~les, 
but a n  enter in the sections slwcially set al-rt for thenl. 

With a view of increasing thc intrmst talrcn in t e c h l i d  d n c e t i o ~ ~  it w a  thought that 
complete sets of exhibits. showin;: the methods adolmxl in uom of the k s l  technical schools 
in the mild. would be m a  interesting to the public and azudents, and of special nstt to  many 
of the t e a c h  engaged in the various xohookr. 

& the best masm of accom~~lin~ng this object. the Home 111.11wtries C!ommittee asked 
t.he ansistsnm of the Mini* of Education, which aras d y  granted. k t t e r s  hi%- been 
sent t o  some of the Ieading twhnicd iichools in En,-hd. Germany. -hcrica France, and 
Anstralia, and it ia hoped that a most interesting and instructive di91hy dl be made of 
nlodern educational rnethod.5 and appliances- ~~ ~ S O S ,  

Chairman. 

How far the hops  and aspirations of the Committee were satisfied by the number 
of entxies received and qualiv of the exhibits d be gathered fro111 the following re- 
marks which have, at  the request of the compiler, been furnished by the Comn~ittee :- 





]Li.ny of the featured in tho Home I n d d e s  Seetion warn entirely novel in conneotio~: 
with industrial eshibitirma, consequently tbe Committee was in a grert measmc bresking noa- 
ground d d e d  by psat esperiencea 

A review of the mnltm gives tho org.nirms tho impression that with the eqmiencr 
now gained a seeond effozt wonld p h b l y  seGnre mnch bottsr resnlts. 

As m g d n  thc number of cshibib rewivcd, tho Committea had ample fat satis- 
faction A stndy of the ~ n l e s  issued mtnrdly created tho feeling %hat such competitions 
would bo mainly snpportod by l d  industries and commerce, and that, thinefom, the ednca- 
tional adv&nt.ne to be gained by the oircdstion of new and oiigind idea  from a mder centm 
wonld be minimised; bnt an esmnhtion of the +-lists shows that vciy many of the best 
displays of -skill and o i - i g i i q  came from the greater distances, a fact which tends to show 
that the d t s  of the Commi*'s efforts must hsve a mnch wider sphere of ntinlulntin,n 
inliaence than w m  a t  first. exptcd. 

Thc cluality of t l ~ c  c d i b i t a  also d l b  for a word of praise. for while, of coiuatt, in si~cb 
a large number of eutries comins from all soiuces. from scl~oolcl~ild-en and apprentices up to 
alaster a.orIce~s, end amatcurs who had f o l l o d  thcir buuines.\ or their hobbies for a long 
tinlc, some were not 111, ta the standard ot eshib~tion displar ; yet a very large number of 
the successF~il exhibits called forth most ei~lugistic comments Fiom those csp&s who consented 
to ju*. and thc general expression of opinion both in the Horuc. Indnstrius Coiirt and amongst 
the ontside pnblic, a p e d  that the display p:ovrd that home indiistrj is still an important 
factor in the home-life of tllc Duminiou. 

The Committee f& that the excellent examples of work sent in by the various sehoolr; 
of art, technical classes, and other edncstiod organizations. demand special acknowled 
and ventures the belief that both the institotiom and the community will derive con.siE3I; 
bcnefit from those dirldays. 

The exhibits occupied over a score of bays in the long gallery. Perhsps the best 
branches of work shown were the mood-carving, copper and brass repoussh work, brush- 
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work, and needlework. In  the wood-carving there was an excellent display-plain and 
ornsmenhl carving, high and low relief, chip and incised, and carving after the h e  pat- 
t e r ~ ~  of the Maori. New Zealand woods were chiefly used, with the best results. There 
were tn-o handsome collections of native timbers on view. Particularly good were some 
of the examples of artistic woodworking as applied to household furniture. One exhibit 
that attracted much attention was a clock, with female figures and decorative foliage, 
carved from the solid piece. Another fine example of art design applied to common 
objects was a writing-table with incised panels carved in representation of oak-foliage. 
There were model carved houses, wall-cabinets. Xaori canoes and walking-sticks, side- 
boards, settees, desks, chairs, picture-frames, mirrors, and so on in seemingly endless 
variety. There was an inlaid casket skilfull~ made of h'ew Zealand woods. There 
were some good examples of fretwork, and several accurately built and rigged models 
of ships were shown. Other notable &bits were a model of a cottage piano, a quarter 
the size of the original, and complete in every detail ; several locally made violins, a 
banjo, and a set of bagpipes. 

In needlework there was a very large collection, ranging from plain sewing+me 
of the best of this came from the girls in the Maori schools-to beautifully embroidered 
work such as ecclesiastical vestments and altar-cloths. 

In  the beautiful collection of hand-made lace there was one very fine and quite 
unique exhibit, a large collar of the Maltese-lace pattern and a length of lace, about 
2 in. wide, made out of the fibre of our New Zealand k, the Phormium teaax, by h. 
Williams. The material, it was stated, was prepared by scraping with an ordinarp 
pocket-knife. The fibre was left in its original unbleached condition. It was a sur- 
prising and beautiful example of one more of the man? uses to which our fanliliar 
hankeke plant may be turned. 

The technical schmls' cclaas-work shown included the subjects of plumbing, metal- 
work, carpentry and joinery, building-t~nstruction, coachbuilding, cabinetmaking, Bc. 
The entries made by the various schools and the individual students attending the classes 
showed that these institutions are already proving of s e a t  value to the industrial sectioil 
of the commuiuty. 

The Wellitq$.on Technical School exhibited a considerable number of articles of 
first-class worlimanship. The most interesting eshibit of this school was a model cathe- 
dral made from original designs and m-orliing-plans supplied by the students under the 
direction of Mr. A. R. Fraser. Every detail of church-building was shown with ex- 
actitude, even to the caning of the small doors into the x7est~-, aud the tiny cross sur- 
niountiug the rood were shown on a larger .scale in detached parts. The cross, for 
instance, full-sized, of beaten-lead work ; the altar-rail, with a design based on the 
wild rose, was shown in coloured plaster. This school also showed some fine beaten- 
copper work, burnished for a wall-panel and used as a franie for a mirror. Some g o d  
stencil designs for frieze and other decorative .e\rork \\-ere shown. There was a nidel 
circular staircase on exhibition. designed and nude by the students of the Wellington 
School evening elm, faithfully and well finished. A ~luinber of paiutings, both oil 
and water c o l ~ m ,  were shorn, and several good -. - 

The Auclrland Technical School sent as its quota an excelleilt collection of work 
hl plumbing, carpentering, and cabiietmaking, which did high credit to both instructors 
and pupils. hiother exhibit sent by this school, and an excellent one too, was a dis- 
play of dressmaking and millinery, done entirelr by the pupils of the si:hool. There were 
dresses, coats, tea-gowns, and hats which rivalled any display made in the showcases 
of the millinery firms downstairs. 

Other technical schools showed some capital work in oil paintings, black-and-white 
drawings, and designing with pen and pencil, carved ftuniture, and plumbing. 

One bay in the Home Industry Section was devoted entirely to aign-writing, 



marbling, and decorative work generally. The plumbii  exhibits from the \-arious 
schooh were considered by espert judgg to be capital worli, faithfully and neatly - - - -  
done m every particular. 

The Canterbury College School of Art had a bay fitted up as a hall and comer. The 
walls were battened and decorated with stencil desips and with a deep frieze in harmony. 
In the coma was a fine settee. well carved and panelled with pod  examples of r e p o d  
worli. This school is doing escellent work under the guiding hand of Mr. R. Herdman 
Smith, formerly of the Wellington Technical School. In this cosy corner of the Canter- 
bury School the most remarkable feature was a large corner seat in brown oiled \mod, 
decorated with carved panels. and with beautifully designed beaten-copper panels let 
in around the top of the woodwork. The carving was based on an oak-tree motif ; the 
beaten-copper panels had designs of wide-wiq,oed sh ip  sailing o v a  highly decorative 
seas. This seat was considered b;r the judges to be a most escellent example of shill 
and taste in applying decoration to the treatment of household furniture so that it 
becomes a thing of beau@ without losing its practical utility. Another article worth 
nlentioning was a hall-stand in the form of a pillar decorated with clinging vine-leaves 
and bunches of ,gapes. The wall-decoration of this corner was a tasteful study in pale 
greens with wild-rose painted embellishments, panelled in dark-brown oiled wood. 

Amongst the art designs in the Home Indnsm Section were r nu~nber sent out 
from the South Kensington School of Art: illustrative of the manner in which flower- 
designs are evolved from the original sketches of flo\rers. -4t the close of the Exhibitiol~ 
these desips were distributed ainoiipt the different technical schools of the roloiiy. 

h'ew South Wales made an excellent displar. illustrating the advance of the home- 
in dust^ idea, from paper-folding in the infant classes to cardboard and plasticeue- 
modelling ill the internlediate grades and elaborate and artistic n.ood\\-ork and inodel- 
ling in the upper claeses. From South Parranlatta School came sonle water-eolours 
done from life. An excellent show of woodwork, from the rough timber to the complete 
article, was sent by the Ken-town Public School. Sydney. This h'eu South Wales 
exhibit was housed separatelr froin the other home-indusw eshibits in a little bay 
near the southern entrance of the Ehibition. 

An exhibit in the northern p l l e ~  that illustrated modern methods in scientific 
instruction was that of the Canterbury College Chemical Laboratoq-, sho\rn b?- Dr. 
Evans, Professor of Chemistry in that hlstitution. In the centre of the bay there nras 
an experiment table for students, with a collection of some of the mechanical apparatus 
used in chemical research and n-ork, including an electridy driven ball inill (a modem 
successor of the pestle and mortar) : a hot-air motor driving a shaking-machine for fluids : 
an apparatus showing the process used in driving turpentine out of fossil kauri-gum. 
-1 special feature of the eshibit was a large dia,pm drawn by Dr. Evans, m p ~ - i n g  
the wall behind the other exhibits, showing readily the composition and the heating- 
powers of seventeen typical samples of Keu Zealand coals, varying in size according 
to the constituents they represented. Coloured rectangles shored the proportions of 
coal, sulphur, and water present in each coal, and a red flag showed the heating-value 
of the different coals. On the northern wall there was a large diagram shoning the effect 
of volcanic action on coal, and illustrating an esample from the Malvern Hills. iri Canter- 
bury. A variety of other exhibits made this little bq- of particular interest and service 
to students of chemistry. 
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