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is the first issue of "The Transport," the
name choscn for a small magazine wWhich it is hoved will
be published weekly during the voyrage. The objeects
&ro twofold: to record the events of the historic jour~

gy. of this part of the First Echelcn, 2nd N.Z.E.

from New Zealand to our destination; and QLCCﬂle tc
Provide a medium of expression reflectineg the daily
life of the troops on the good ship Sobieski. In the
week that has passed since our beloved native shores
faded from sight fortune has been kind to us. All ranks
settled down rapidlv to the new routine; the weather has
been all that could be desired; the food is good, and the
health of the troovs excellent. No effort on the part
of the ship’s company has been spared in secing to our
comfort and welfare. Ve regard thesc favourable cir-
cumstances as happy auguries for the futurec. 'Le¢t every
man do his utmost to maint&in the harmony and goodfellow-
ship between all ranks and unite with which we have
commeneed the big adventure

-000 -

THE 0. C.’s MECCAGE

"Apres la guerre" the committee responsible for
.the editing and publication of "The Transport" as a
weekly record of life aboard H.M.N.Z. Transport Z6
will congratulate itsclf on having undertakcn the task,
and those of us who have the good sense to procure our
copies of this newspaper will value it highly.

'e are peculiarly fortunate to be carried from
our own distant islands in a ship of the pcople whose
rape was the immediatc cause of the present war, and
whose liberation is one of Britain’s chicf objectives,
for in the crew of M.S. Cobieski most of us are making
our first contact with representatives of the Polish
nation. The majoritv of us, never having left our
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INGLIE, Lt.-Col., O.C. Transport.
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NDER’ S _GOOD WISHES

Colonel Inglis, Officers, Sisters and Men

w Ly

On behalf of the officers and
of the ship I thank vou for the ovportunity
me to contribute a few lines to the Ffirst
of "The Transport." to convey
you all how bproud we are to have the honour of
carrying yvou in our ship, more especiallv so with the
knowledge that vou are the vanguard of New Zeaslanders
going forth to combat for the cause which we all hold
dear - justice and independence. It hss been with
and gratification that have observed

co-operation wit has existed between vou and




mny crew since your embarkation some nine days ago,
and you will understand.how very much your splendid
team work has meant to, us.

We wish you God-speeG and good luck in your
noble undertaking,and when you return to your nat-
ive land we hope to have the privilege of bearing
you back to New Zealand, home and beauty, in the
not-too-distant future.

Inoetgen, Commander, Transport Sobieski.
-000-
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SOLE STORIES WITHOUT WORDS

Comment is heard all over the ship on the obvious
determination of the ship?’s staff to give the troops a
trip which will be remembered, That the soldiers ap=-
preciate this kindness is shown in the cheery way in
which they greet members of the crew. Thenever there
is an opportunity groups of soldiers gather round memb-
ers of the crew, cheerfully gesticulating in their pat-
ient efforts to learn something of the language of their
temporary shiprates. It is evident from the greetings
bandied about that some success is being attainecd.

One of the senior officers of the i .G.Dn. wanted
soie gloy. He could not make himself understood, so he
tookx a piece of paper, gave it a good lick and pressed
it dowvn on the table, to show that he wanted something
to stick, ATter a short absence, the obliging steward
returned with a piece of blotting paner!

"Njea! Njeal"™ pleasantly smiled our 2 I.C., and
licked again at the piece of paper, this time pressing
two pieces together,

Ah! Yess, very goot!" And this time tThe steward
brought back good English zloy.
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#le have I’u rrespondent from
*tween decks, ﬁuLCh WE abaft the poop
on the port u1i~, that g Burnham was
all preparatory to boat u¢1ll n the transport. Our
correspondent is so certain of his facts that he gives
an outline of the procedure which is recounted here.
Boat Drill is a parade, The Staff, we under-
stand, after a lengthly conference has decided that
these parades should be ceremonial. In the event of
an alarm, which will be recognised by at least one re-
sounding explosion, and the sharp end of the boat
parting from the blunt end, the following rules will
be observed :-
ir.arching kit will be worn by all ranks.
en will march to stations in not more than
colurm of fives, horseplay and singing to bde
encouraged.
When marching to stations, officers will see
that the standard set on board the transportd
is rigidly adhered to.
ANy man wishing to leave the parade way do SO
but thosc wishing to swim are warned against
the danger of diving into the swimming pool,
On arrival at stations, troops will irmediat-
ely be given stand - or - lie - easy. orok-
ing is oonaulsory, but troons nust be warned
of the danger of fire caused by the throwing
of cigdtcbto ends and matches over the ship’s
gide, Any troops halted OUbalQ
irin; as much as they please,
gainst teiking licuor in lifebo
Darq° 0410E.
Troops having made themselves confortable,
will not be disturbed until the decks of the
ship are awash, when it is the duty of every
officer to see that men do not get their
clothes wet,
411 ranks are forbidden to enter ship’s boats
routine order 4/40, €th January, *40.




The following messages have been received from
the Governor-General of New Zealand aud lisjor-Gencral
Sir Andrew Russell. V"'e are certain that the First
Tchelon of the 2nd 77.Z.E. F. will fully maintain the
traditione of the New Zealand Division of I9I4-1I9I8,
and that all will aporeciate these messagés.

. The Governor-General’s mcseage is: -

'On the eve of their departure from their Home-
Jdand of the First Echelon of the New Zealand Expedi-
tionary Force, I should like to convev to you, as Com-
manding Officer, and to the offi- '
cers and men under your command,
my warmest coneratulations on
having been chosen to comprise
the main body of this Dominion’s
force for servic:e ovecrseas. The
prompt response of all those
leaving to-day to answer the nat-
ion’s call is a further proof to
the world of the unwavering dev-
ption and lovalty of the peovlc
pf this countrv to King and Emp-
ire, and the spirit which has
imbued all concerncd to attain
the maximum degree of c¢ffieicney
#ithin the minimum time, 1is inl__
cecoing vith the splecndid traditione of the Division of
{9T14-19I8 - traditions which I know thc members of the
tirst Echelon will do their best to maintain. Will wvou
bl zase accept for vouself and convev to those under
four command myv very bcst wishes for a good passage 3nd
3 safe arrival at vour destination.”

56 thavrg ~. 1) Nalhece the hel
o +hey po e The

bide Coveg 1w 7

Major-Scneral Russcll’s message is: -

"To General Frevberg, 0.C., 2nd N.Z.E.F.: Good

tuck to you and vour command. Ve mcn of the old Ex-
ycditionaryv Force have confidence in vou all."




WE DROWN!
oy a Nurse

The first night on board wec were summoned to
1ife boat drill, and wended 1r wayv down to our res-
pecetive cabins to don the fami ar apovliance. Imaginc
our surprise when we found cuvboard was bare.
A st,ward was called, and the cnsuing conversati
was in this wise:

Cister: No 1 here."
no leme

ife
T of nprehension.

Cicter attemvts to make the vositior
various movements of arms around ches swi
ments, ate. CStill not an answering ¢
steward. Eventually, in despalir, sis
drown!"

Light dawns. The stoward rush:
cabin, which is nearby, shows us his belt,
parently trusting that we are not drowning
outs it away again.

e emerge from the depths, and are met later
bv the senior steward, who comforts us by saying:
"o danger tonight; lifc-belt tomorrow."
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_CENCORED LETTER, SAMPLE

Troops, for the Guidance of

Somewherc at Sea.
Dear -
arc -. Please remit - - to - urgentlv.
How is Give - - all my love, and don’t tell
the wife.
Your loving - -, Ima Dumbell, Pte.
-000-

Life of a machine-gunner: (ol. Calm. Then collected!




TIT ELAGRANTE DILICTo

Unfailing courtesy and tact of Polish doctors
a fact - a fact which incidentally shows in start-

ng ladies minus clothes. A nurse once, feeling
ym or more so, had °mply laved the 1imbs and torso,

and in a2 nearby¥ cabin stood - we blush to mention -
in the nude! Quite upﬁ& re the Polish Doc surprised

the nymbch without a sock!? Oh, high and bright the
blushes flew like sunrise uvon Ben Venue. instantly

the Doc did@ stop - for he was definitel~ de trop.

Sir Philin ©idnev, we aver, could@ not have canved his
Sorry, Sir.: Verb. savn., ste. Tact insoired, the
good dhysician slick retired from circumstance berond

control. To Hell with Hitler! Cheers - The Pole.

INTELLIGEN CE TECT

2 I1.2. Recerve 32anXk 5lb notes, cashable
canteen un to the value of 1/9/4.
iany wrinkles in 1 1b of trine?
sergeants-najor devour their young?
Is the length of a bavonet the width of a blanket,
or vers vicer?
¥ill vou stav in thi
n't

YWould vou or was t

nuteshell until ou are a colcnel?
?




barely
Utﬂr“o rd beam.

rapidly from the
*That
~ou’re telling me.™

ywver and bolts alons
Curtain.

Scene 1ll. Third-class cz2bin on D deck. Inter Lieut
Me., who switches on the light; enter also Lisut. H.
Both remove their tunics and floo down on their bunks.

Lieut. lic., wining his forehead: 'Gosh, it’s
tonight."

Lieut. H.:"™Wouldn’t be so bad if we could have our
Jorthol 3s oven to let in some cocl air. dow about
a John Coll - "

The cabin door is thrown open, and Lieut. J. bursts
in, beads ation on h1° brov

Lieut. J.: Doz use blokes know that TOUY Be==-
vorthole is vide o;en? warshin has been
signalling furiouslr for the last five minute
Lieuts. Fe. and H.: 'Good God!" Both bound to their
feet and gaze in horror at the oven vorthole. Two
secondes suffice to shut it and close down the dead-
light. Ther collapse on their bunks again.
Lieut.J.: *.ourre for it now. ~ee Tou at the
court-martial. -’ Exit.

Thirtr seconds later. Sounds of shouting in the
distance and of running feet coming clossr. A
knock. The door onens. A bearded Fole »okes his
head in: “'Jour northole - eet ees open!"

Lieuts. M 1d H. smile blandlv and yeinmtnto




the closed deadlight. The Polish sailor mutters

something under his breath, lookse puzzled and closes

the door. Sounds of retreating footstens.

Lieut. H.: ™"Close shave, Ctinker."

Lieut Mc.: ™ ' close. Let’s have one.™
Curtain.

Epilogue: At 8.30C next morning, two subaltemns were
on the mat. The Naval Commander and the 0.C. had
quite definite information from the warshio that’ be-
tween 2230hrs. and 2236hrs. a bright light was visible
on the starboard side of the CSobieski, amidships, in
cabin --- on I deck. Humbly» the subalterns confessed
their awful crime, but their discomfiture was over-
shadowed by admiration for the unceasing vigilance
and efficiency of the British Navy, }»\
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ANCLERS TO CORRECPONDENTS
Pte. Grouser - Amendment 42a, relating to kit lay-out
will appear - Derhans - in orders tomorrow. In
the meantime continue to nut the tecothbrush on
the left side of the pugaree.
Curious - Trv Epsom’s Salts.
Const. Reader - See re»nly to curious.
S.ii. - We know nothing about tattooing. *Urry up
and get felled in.
-00o0-
Wanted to exchange, life-jacket, size XS, for life-
jacket, size SSW. Appnlv cartoon dept. - Advt.
-000~
Book of the Month: *Cheese It," by Dr. Gaughan Zolas,




DIAR™ OF VOUAGE

Januarv 5 - Janusarv 12.
Suoply Col., 4th Rile.T.
and N.Z.D.C., with
from Lyttleton in
Sajiled 5 p.m. with
Z2. am, blue skr.
Z. transports Rangitata, Orion, Ctrath-
Tmoress of Canada in Cook Strait. Es-
corted by HM.CS. Ramillies, Leander and H.IM.A.C
Canberra. Convoy manoeuvres. Mt. Egnont las
glimpse of N.Z. at 6 p.m.
Church parade and first issue of beer. Bathing
nool vonular. Sharp blow during night; a few
Se&_’ul C)A\.D
Training, lectures and F.T. organised.
Sailing west at 12 '~ knots on a sea like gl
Aopproaching Australian coast. Visited by j
nlanes from mainland. fmoress of Canada go
ahead and dissspears over the horizon.

- Y
il b} '3 I‘.‘!f

Tleather very warmn. Land visible about 4.Z-

Convoy slows down and swings south. Four Lustra-
lian troopships - Orcades, Orontes, Orford, and
Strathnaver - join convoy, maiking ten in all.
Tscort strengthened by H.ll.A.S. sdelaide and
Sydney and other warships.
Headed south all night. Weather fine but windy
and much cooler, Passed through Bass Strait
between 5 and 7 a.n. At 1 p.m. Australian

s of Japan jolined convaoy.

[=

troopship Empres
-000~-
In re ?tween deck smoking
Joe King is not joking!

Rest cuietly,dear R.S5.l.,

Tor you our hearts do yearn :

ife know you've gone to Heavenus g _
You were too dam’ tough to burni.spowed.

are no Virzin Islands around Australie.
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