










uucerta in mem ory , and the scarcity of records, it is di fficult to
f ocus on a ny definite da te, and equa lly diffi cult t o ascer t a in
t he nam es of t hose members wh o took pa r t i n these
di scu ssi ons. However, Messr s. A. Ma rsh all, H . M.
Cha ppell, W, \V. Tanner, a nd A. R ountree agree that
it wa s about t he mi ddle of 190 8 t ha t the subject wa s
first informally brought up at a meeting" of th e Liuwood
Citizens' Association by Mr. D. Ri chardso n, wh o ex presse d
regret that a growi ng suburb like Linwood had nei th er a
Publi c Library nor Reading Room. It was this rem ark that
se t things mo ving, and finally led to a definite proj ect. Mr.
Harvey , wh o later was ele cted fir st Secretary to th e Linwoo .l
P ub lic Library, sta tes that h e discusse d the questio n with Mr.
G. \V. Russell, wh o Wa S elected member fo r A von a t the Ge ne ra l
Election in November, 1908, d isplacing Mr. W. \V. Tanner, th e
representative of this consti t ue ncy f or e ig htee n years.

Ca re f ul eo ns irlern t iou of t he da t a gathered, points t o t he
con clusion th at of th e members of t he Associati on who
e it her publicly or pri vately men tioned t he f ormat ion of a
Library, to Mr. D. Ri chardson mu st be g iven th e credit of
ha vin g fir st of all suggeste d th e id ea. But on one poi nt there
is no doubt wha t ever, viz ., that th e Library is on c of
the results of th e a ctivities of the Linwoo rl Citizens' Associ a ­
tion, and eas ily on c of the best of its accomplishments.

On ce the id ea wa s mooted, it appealed str ongly t o the
more a ctive member s of thi s Associa tion, and as t hey mostly
resided wi thin a limited area, would fre que nt ly meet, and, a s
frequently discu ss th e projected Libra rv.

It is evident t ha t no time WaS lost , for , amongst th e
est ima t es submit te d to the Chr ist church Citv Connc il by th e
F'inance Committee, on August 7th, 1908,' wa s this 'i te m :
., L ibrary, Li nwood, £40 . "

Th ere is nei ther letter nor deputation recorded in th e
Qity. Counc il reco rds as b eing the ca use of this item appea ring
on the minutes, and from this <late a period of ov er five months
ela pses ere we find another <la te mentioned .

Th e rea son f or t he delay wa s pr obably the Gen eral El ection
in 1908, which would natura lly interest a ll members of the
Cit izens ' Association, es pec ia lly as Mr. W. W. Tanner, who
hall many friends arid suppor te rs among t he member s, wa s
see k ing re·electio~ .

. ~ On F ebruary 27t h, 1909, however, the following lett er
ap pe a rs in the minutes of the Christc hurc h C'i ty Counc il a s
having b een received from th e Secru tary of the A sso clat.ion e-c-

Mr. ' H. H. Smith, Town Clerl" F eb . 20th, 1909.
Dear Sir,-

At the m eeting of the Linwood Cit izens' Associatton, held 01 1
February 19th, t he matte r of a Library for Linwood was discussed,
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, ,,; d it was d ec id ed ' that all p uss ilrle In f'ormntton lie ' gathered and
.su b rn lt t cd to th e Assoc iation m eet ing in April. I have been instructed
to inquire from you whether, in th e even t of a Library b eing form ed ,
the old Bor ough Cou n cil Chambers would b e available fo r such
p u r pose, and . under what t erms it could b e had .

.\pol og is ing for t ro u b l in g' you. and thanking you in anticipation.
I :1111,

Ynurs Iu ithf'u l ly ,
H. :\1. CHAPPELL.

Th e result of t hi s reques t wa s t hat, upon the recommenda­
ti on of it s Reserves Com mittee, t he City Counc i l granted the
application, a s rec orded in a minute of March 22nd, 1909, to
th at effec t . Th e permission wa s sub ject to a rental of 10/· per
annum, a nd the recognit ion of the ' represent a t ives of Linwood
Ward on the Counc il, as ex-offieio members of the Library
Commit tee .

'I'he project wa s now gaining ground, and interest therein
was in creasing. Th er e were two meetings at the ho use of
}lr. G. W. Ru ssell, ""LP., about th is time, and on April 30t h,
1!J0!J, a public meeting was held in th e Rolleston Street Hall, to
di scuss th e propo sal "to est a b lish a Public Library in Lin­
woo ,L " 1Ir. W. \V. Tanner pre sided, and MI". G. \V. Russell ,
"\ l. I' ., wa s the prin cipa l spe ake r. He sai d t ha t the City Counci l
had p ia eed th e sum of £40 on it s est ima tes fo r the purpose of
st oeki ng a Library at LinwoorI , a nd had offered the us e of the
.olrl Borou gh Counci l Cha mber., a t a rental of 10/ - per y ear.
Unfort u na te ly th e offe r of £40 had lapsed, as it had not b een
«la i med by 1[areh 31st, th e end of the Cou nc il 's fiuan cial year,
but he had t hat day see n t he Town Cle rk and Counc illor Ot loy,
i n th e a bsence of t he Mayor, and had a scertained that the
£40 would prob ably s til l be a vailub le, and that it would be
added t o by an annual grant of £25. To this, Mr. Russell
cont inu ed, would have t o be add ed a share of the annual
Parliamentary grant of £:)000, whi ch wou ld probably be about
£10 , and with the mon ey so provided it would be possible for
th e res idents of Li nwoorl to st ock a f'airly large number of
books. H e thought t hat a subscri p t ion of 5/. per annum
would b e sufficie nt to defray expe nses, and that 300 subscribers
might b e expected. In moving " T ha t a Library be est a b­
lish ed ill L iuwoo.l with headquarters in th e old Borough O'ounc il
Cha mbel'S," lVII. .J. Clarke expressed a hope that they would
no t follow th e ex a mple of oth er libraries who had in stalled
billiards ro oms in eonnect io n with t he ir libraries. On being
sec onded by 11r. 1\1. Ridtlington, the motion was ca rried
u na.nirnoualy.

A vote of t ha nks wa s pa ssed to the City Counc il for its
off er of t he old Borou gh Cou nc il Chambe rs a s a site for the
proposed . Iib ra ry , and Mr. W. W . Tanner moved that the
Li nw ood Cit i zens-' Association be thanked for the interest
it had taken in the ma tter.
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April 301h .
1909.

A Provisional Committee was formed to consider the
matter and report to a future meeting. The members were:­
Messrs. J . R . Brunt, J . Jamie!'on, IV. T. :\lcKay, A . ~Iarshall,

G. IV. Russell , xr.r., A . R ountree, W. W. Ta nner, D. R ichardson ,
H . :M. Chappe ll, a nd J. Clarke, t he la st three ment ioned bein g
resp ectively P resi dent , Secretary and T reasurer of t he L in ­
wood Citizens' Associa t ion.

It wa decided a lso that a deputation wait upon the City
Cou nci l, and t he foll owing let t er is taken f rom the Counc il
minutes of May 3rd, 1909:-

Town Cle rk ,
Chrislchurch C it ~· Cou nci l.

Dear Sir,-
I have Ih c h on our to advise that at a m eeting of r csldents of

Linwood hcld in Ih c Hull cslon Street Hall on April 301h , 1909, f or
Ih e purpose of forming 11 Llhrarv, a d epulation WIIS appolnted 10
wait on the Council on Monday, ~Ia~' 3rd, for th e purpos e of la y in g
before Ih e Council certaln matters r claling to the I'oundntion of t h e
said Llhrury. .

Tr'ustlng Ih e Cuuncil will receive Ih e deputut lon,
I am,

Failhfully yours,
H. xr. CHAPPELL.

In du e course th e deputation , G. W. Ru ssell , IV. IV. Tanner,
D. Ri chardson a nd A. Ma rs ha ll, waited upon t he Counci l. Mr.
G. IV. Russell , 1LP., stated tha t hi du t y was simp ly to intro­
duce t he de putati on, a ml t ha t Messr s. IV. W. Tanner a nd
D. Richardsou would ex plai n t he position t o the Counc il.

:\11'. IV. W. Tanner st ated t hat it wa s cons ide re d desirab le
by the residents of L inwood t o es tablish a Library in the
dis trict. Th ey re cognised that they woul d have a n uphill
figh t in do ing so, a nd were t r usting to t he Cou nc il's genero sity
t o obtain t he £40 grant wh ich ha d not bee n cla imed, a nd a lso,
t ha t a sum woul d be pla ced on t he cur re nt ye a r's es t imates
in aid of the Li brary . :\11'. D. Rich a rdson a lso spo ke . That
t hey were successf ul in t heir a ppea l is sho wn by t he f ollowing
letter :-

~Ir. H. xr. Ch a p pc ll, ~Iay 4th, 1009.
Secretary Liuwood Citize ns' Associ ati on .

DcarSir ,-
R eferring 10 Ih e r equest m ade h~' Ih e d eputntlon from your

Ass ociation which walled on th e Cou nc .I a l its meeting last eveni ng,
Ihal Ihe Cou n cil would r ender uss .stun ce in Ih e cslahlishmenl of a
Puhltc Library for Linwood , I have 10 inform you Ihal Ihe Council
will pa~' Ihe sum of £.10 placed on the esttmatcs of lus t year, and
thal Ih e q uestion or a rurther grant was ref'crrcd 10 Ih e Finance
Com m itt ee.

H . R . S~lITH, Town Clerk.

T he following dny was a memorab le on e in th e hi story of
t he Library, for on that date, May 5th, 1909, a meeting was
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held a t ~1r. G. W. R ussell 's house, at which the project
assumed a de finite sha pe, an d f rom now on ther e was a ste ady
but conti nuo us progress. At t his meeting there wer e present :
Messr s. G. W. Ru ssell , ~LP . , D. R ichardson, A. R ountree, J.
Cla rke, A. ~[arshall, T. W. :\[cKay , IV. :\leers, and H. M.
Chappe ll, while Messrs. W. W. Ta nner , J. R. Brunt, a nd Coun­
cill or Horsley wr ot e ap ologising fo r un a voidable absence . Mr.
G. W. Russell be ing host , acted as cha ir ma n, a nd Mr. H. M.
Cha ppell was elec te d secretary pro t em . Th e fir st business
was t o rece ive t he re po r t of t he deputa tion, which ha d waited
np on th e Counc il th e prcvi ous eve ni ng, t he successf ul result
of wh ich is embodie d in th e letter qu ot ed above . P r oposa ls
of Cons t itu t io n nud B v-Iaws wer e di scu ssed , a nd finally 12
cla uses wer e ad opted f or presentat ion to a later me eting.
Bu t a s they wer e slight ly nlt urc.l upon that occasion, May 11th,
J909, they a re ref'e rre'd to in t he report of that meeting.

'I'ha nks to th e Ohristc hurc h City Counci l for its offer
wa s agreed up on, with a request to take the necessary
ste ps to giv e up possession of the bu ilding. It was al so
decide .I to ca ll a public mect.ing on Mny 11th, 1909. Those
present re so lved to mak e some t an gible practica l mo ve, and
t o thi s end ouch one present pn id hi s fir st half-yearly subsc r ip­
t ion, a nd it is inte rest ing to not e t ha t a ft er 19 ye a rs' con­
ti nuous se rvice, one of those pr esent, :\[1'. D. Riehnrdson, is
sti ll a member of th e committee. A hea rtv vo te of t ha nks to
:\11'. and Mr«. Ru ssell for their hospitality t erminat ed this
ver y impor t a nt nud memora hl o meeting. In passing, this
gathe ring is often spoke n of by those interested in the ea rly
day s of the Libra ry, and always wi th a marked se nse of
its importan ce i ll the fo u nda tion pe ri od.

Th e public meet i ng on :\[ay 11th, 1909, wa r eported as
fo llo ws in " The P ress " th e f oll owing da y: -

"A meeting or Linwoorl citizcns inlcreslcd in Ih e esla b li sh men t
o f a Puhlc Lihrary in Ih e dlsf rct was h cld in the Holl cston Street
Hall last eve n in g, ~Ir. \\" . \\". Tanner occu p ied Ih e chair, and ther e
was a m od erate a t te n da nce. The r ep ort of the P rovlstonnl Commillee
appoin t ed a t th c last m ecting re co n uuende d ;- '111a l a Llbrury a n d
Head ing Hoom he estahlishcd in Ihe old Borough Council Chnmber-s :
Ihal th e Librar-y b e r egislercd; Ihal ~Iess rs . D. Hichardson , \\" . \\".
Tanner and G. \ \". Russcll h~ appointed truste es ,

The suhseription su ggested was 2/6 p er halr-year, h onorary
memhers 10/6 PCI' annum, and lire m embers £2/2/-. It was also
r econ uuended Iha l Ihe Heud lng Hoom be free. TIle r epor t was
adop ted, w ith SO Ill C sl igh t uuu-ndments. It Was resolved Ih a t Ih e
olllccrs be : Patr-on , Preslden t, Vtce-Preslde n ts, Secretary and
Treasurer , Ihe last-numed 10 he ex -otllclo m embers or Ihe Manage­
men I Commitlec, Ill" Sccretru-y 10 b e appointed hy Ihls
commit tee. Cou ncillors Otlcy and Horsley, Linwood r eprc­
scnlativcs on Ihe Cily Cou ncil, wer e appointed ex-offieio members
of th e co m mit Ice. The Muu ngcm cn t Com mi tt ee 10 co nsist of t we lve
m embers. The flr sl genera l m ccting w ill h e h eld on Ih e s econd
F r iday in J une. ~I r . G. \\' . I1ussell, ~I.P., h a s d on aled £1/ 1/- 10 t h e
runds of Ih e Librar~·."





Library purposes . The ele ction of officers r esulted as fol1ows:­
Patron: The Mayor of Christehureh, )11'. C. Allson ,
President: 1111'. \ V. \V . Tanner. .
Vice-Pres id ents: 1Il essrs. Councillor H. Otl ey, Councillor \V.

Horsley, A. Henderson, X . )Ia r sh a ll , \V. A. Smith, G. \V. Russell, 1I1.P.
Treasurer : 1111'. G. Clarke.
i)lanagement Com m itt ee : )Iessrs. Arehltold, Alkcn, Chappclt ,

Harvey, Lough, ) Iee rs, )leKay, O'Connor, Rountree. lIiehardson,
lIutland, and Dr . Inglts.

Vo tes of thanks to )[1'. \\'. \ V. Ta n n er for his services in con­
nection with th e preltmlnury arrangemen ts, und to )11'. H. ) 1. Chappell,
for having acted as Sccretury to th e P rov isional Committee, w ere
accorded.

At t h e conclusion of the p uhlic meet ing, th ose present w ent. into
committee. and 1111' . \\' . Harvey w a s elec ted secretary. Sub-commi t te es
were appointed to d eal w it h the matter of books, . mngazmes and
ne wspapers, a lso for fitting up the necessary sh elv ing.

The report of th e Provisional Commit t ee as am ended by
this meeting reads as fo llows:-

(1) T hat a Library and Reading Room be at once estt~b­
lished in th e old Bo ro ug h Coun ci l Chambers, aceording
to t he offcr of th e Chr istchurc.h Citv Council to let t hat
building for thi s pUl']Jose, at a rental of 10/ - per annum.

(2) Th at the Library be registered in the Ordinary form
under th e exist ing law dealing with similar institutions.

(3) That three Trust ees b e appointed, in whom should b e
ve sted all property belonging to the L ibrary, su ch Trus­
t ees to b e Messrs. D. Ri chardson, , V. W. 'fanner and
G. ,V. Russe ll, M.P.

(4) That the oflicers of the Library b e a Patron, President,
V ice-Presid ents, and Treasurer, all of whom sha ll be
ex-officio member s of the Commit tee, all officers to b e
elec te d annually.

(5) .Tha t a Mnnagem ent Commit tee of twelve members b e
elec ted bv the subsc ri be rs on the secon d Friday in June
eac h year, whose dut ie shall be to make du e provision
for the working of th e Library, subject to the By-laws.

(6) Th at the Linwood rep resentatives on the Ch ris tchurc h
C'i t v Counc il b e ex-offic io members of the Committee of
l.1a~agement.

( 7) That the Reatling Room b e Free.

(8) That an annual subscription of Five Shillings be cha r" ed
for the L end ing Library, wh ich may be paid ha lf-yearly
in adva nce from da to of membership.

(9) That H on orary M embers be invited to join at a fee of
not less than 10/ 6 per annu m. L if e Members at £2/2/-.
Suc h H onora ry a nd L ife Memb ers to be entitled to all
privileges of memb ership of the Library.
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(10) That t he Annual Meet.i ng fo r t he election of officers
a nd presen ta ti on of th e Report a nd Balance Sh eet b e
hel d on the sec ond F r id ay in June eac h year.

( 11) A Sp ecin l Meet .ing of Subscribers may be ca lled at any
t ime by a requisiti on sig ned by twelve (12) financial
members, and that a. mon th 's notice ther eof be given, and
cos t of suc h meeting be covere d by a de posi t, handed to
the Secr et ary. Only t h e specia l subjects mention ed sha ll
b e discus se d .

Thus t he P rovisional Commit tee, as su ch , en de d its labours
and becam~ merged into t he First Elected Commi t tee. Amongst
th e nam~s IS that of .:\11'. C. P . Rutland, who for 19 years, with
but a aligh t break, ha s a ctively participated in the work as
member of commit tee, and dur lng the la st year 1927-28 h a s
occupied the Prcsidcntiu l cha ir . "

, The newly-formed committee he ld their first me eting a s
su ch On .Iune 25th, 1909, those present being Mr. W. 'V.
Tanner (in t he cha ir) , and Messrs. T. W . Mc Kny, C. P.
Rut la nd, A. Archbolrl, H. ~L Chappell, A . Marshall, W . Meer s,
.1. Cla rk, A. R ount ree, Dr. Lng .is , and W. Harvey (S ecretary) .

Ever k een on "finance, they empowe re d the Trustees to let
the building to the Licensing Commit t ee for elec t ion purposes,
'I'he Books Committee wer e author ised to spend £25 on books,
and arrangem ents wc.re made for ca t a loguing all books pur.
chased. ~t the meetlllg on .l uu e 11th, 1909, it was reso lved
that practically the whole commit tee should draw up the ne ces­
sa ry rules and by -laws, bu t a t th is first co mmit tee meeting it was
deci ded tha t Mes srs. W . W. Tanner, A . )1arshall, C. P . Rutland
a nd A. Arehbold sh ould under tak e this work. These members
met at xr-..A. ~[an;h:~1I 's h?use some time during June-JUly,
~909, and di scussed th is subject thoroughly, and in at lea st on e
Important matte r, a rrive d at a decis ion that has been of
s~preme value t.o th e Linwood Public Library all through its
hi story, and wh ich ha s been , and is to -day, on e of the main
fac t ors cont r ibut ing to its success, vi z. that on e subscription
eut it.le d the subscr i be r to one book, but'that ext ra book cou ld
be taken out on payment of ;ld. per volume. It is very
probable that the members of committee wh en makimr that
dec.ision: hardl): rca lis ed what a splendid foundation they were
lnying for the future, and th at the apparently insignificant sum
o~ sa. should pro.'luc e il.1 on? year, 1927 -28, the very fine sum
of £324 /16/9, which, b eing interpreted into books means that
duriug that year 25,9 87 books were taken out as' ex t ra books
upon a ehargp of ;ld. pPI' book.

With the steady a ud consist ent increase of books npon the
shelv es, t he number of subscri b ers in creased, a nd t hus wa s se t
up a recip rocal movement, beneficia l to b oth subscr-iber and
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Library, and which has cout.inued to this day, There have
been many gifts of books to the Library, and OIl July 1:3, 1909,
it is r ecorded that ~.I:r. Osborue presented a number of the
London weeklies, some of them of an old date, with the proviso
that they be bound. T his was done bv Xlr, Aiken, and 011

F'ehruary lOth, ]910, the bound volumes were handed over to
the L ibra ry by ~Iessrs, Willis and Aiken, who generousty
bound them free of charge, It was resolved that the names of
donors be written in all books presented, and it is interesting
to note that this ru le obtains to this day, for suitable forms
wi t h t he do nor " names inscribed t hereon are to be found in
the uon-flct ion section in books presentee l by generous f'r iends. .
But of the earlier gifts, including the volu mes mentioned
above, no ne are to be found now.

It is i nt c rc st iug to learn t hat ninet een years ago, at a
comm ittee meet in g hel d on .luly 20th, 1909, a t wh ich M essr s.
S mi t h, A. M nrs hull , Aik en, W, Meers , H, 1L Chappell, DJ'.
lnglis, \V. W, 'I'anncr, W. H urvey , were prese nt, i t was
resol ved " T hat a cnt a loau e l ist of a ll books in the L ibrary
be printed a s soon as po ssibl e. "

This w as on e of the f ounders' good in ten ti ons w hic h f a iled
to material ise, bu t t he wond er f ul rapidi ty with wh ich th e
number of b ook s had i nerc used is sufficient explanation. The
ma t ter was never lost s ig ht of, but t he bugbea r of ex pense wa s
ever presen t , and fully ni ne teen years pa ssed by ere t he com­
mittee co uld cln im to hu ve a fu ll a ud complete cata logue co rn­
p i led on m ode r n lines, a nd a,'('essib le to subscriber"

There a re t wo cutn louues: l st, Authors in loose leaf form;
anti 2nd, Ti tl es arranged a lphabetically, on t he card system .
'I'hese include all books, viz., fiction, j uvenile nnd non-fiction,
a ud in udrlit io n there are complete separate catalogues for
both t he j uveni le nml nou-fict iou sections, a ll being kept up-to­
dat e as hooks are p laced on t he shelves.

It can safely be said, at the beginning of the 20th year of
th e Lib ra ry ' s existence, that it has not only attained, but fa r
exceeded t he expectat ions of t he fo unders, fo r not even the
most sa ugui ne cou ld ha vc be lie vcd t hat in less than 20 yea rs
the -10 or 50 su bscr ibers on openi ng day wo uld be i nc reased
-lO-fold , thus reaching t he splendid t ota l of nearly 1800, and
the mod est t wo or t hree hund red vo lumes ha\'e grown to over
21,000 reg ist ered bo oks .

'I'h e record of t he ~Ia gazine De par t me nt, to o, is one of
which a ny library would be p roud, fo r b eginn in g wi th some 6
or 7 ma ga zines, it ha s dev el op ed into a ve ry po pular an d
sple nd id se ction of th e Library, I n the ea r ly clay s lVIr.
\V. R. Smi th presen t ed ; , Ce ntury;" 111'. Butterworth ga ve
, 'Punch, " a nd 1\11'. Aiken " T he R ed Funnel, " a magazi n e
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published by the Union Steam Ship Company, but which had
:1 comparutivcly brief life. He also gave the "Strand,"
whilst Dr. I ng lis .louutcd "Progress" n n.l " The Clarion," both
now defunct.

From this humb le beginning the number steadily iue rensed,
nntil to-clay there a re some i O magazines, periodicu ls, weekly
and daily papers. There is a room set apart for t hese, ami
en'ry night the ncco nnnodat iou is tuxe.l to t he u t most.

T he formal opening of the L ihra ry took place OIl J ul y
~2nd, 1909, the function be ing per f or med by t he ~[ayor of
Ch rist church, Xl.r. C. A liso n, assisted by Mr. \V. \V. Tan ner
a nd Xlr. G. W, R usscll , ~I. I' . Appropria t ely the speeches were
hi gh l,\' co mplimc ntury to t he mem be rs of the L i uwood Citizens'
Assoc iati on for t hei r pub li« sp ir it, sagae ity, a nd zea l, in bring­
ing' so wo rt hv an i ns t it ut iou i nto existence. Th e fu ne t ion wa s
fo llo wed bv a plea san t soe in l hou r, dur ing whi ch man~' members
we re e nr o lle d a nd s ubsc ript ion s co llec te d. 'rhe" L vtt eltou
'I' i uu-s ' of .l ul v 2:1rd, I!IOn , rc port ed th e eve nt, aud th e' f ollo w­
i ng is a ~ op~' of t hat rep or t \'e rb at i,n: -

L1XWOOD P uBLI C Llllll.\IIY OI'EXED BY TIlE )!A YOII .

The L in wo od Pu hl ic Lih rurv, wh .ch h as h ecn es tuh li s hed throu gh
th e eff'ort s o f th e L inwood Ct tl ze ns' Assoc iati on , occupies th e n eat
wooden building th at wus in f'ormer vea rs tilt' Lin wood Borou gh
Co u nci l Ch nm lu -rs , 0 11 th e co r-ner of St unmore Bond a nd W orcester
St reet. This bu ildt ng is vested in th e Cit y Co u n c il, which h as
gru n ted it s u se to th e L i h rury Co m m lt tee , a n d has a lso ruud e a
gru n t towards th e purch as e.' of hooks. ~I r. \Y . \Y . Tanner , P resident
of th t- L fh rn rv, wi-lcumed the )! ll~'or o f Clll'; steh u r c h, )11'. C. Al ison,
and tha n ke d t h« Co u nci l for its a ssi s ta nec in es tu h lish in g the
Lihrurv. He a ss ur-e d th e :\Iayor th at th e in s t it u tion w ould grow,
a nd th a t it w ou l ld p rove o r V(,I'Y grvat va lue, in the rutu r e, t o th e'
inhabita nts of the eas tern p ort ion of Ch ri s te h ure h .

Tl u - )[,I~' OI' sai d tha l Ill' h eu r-t i fy syruputh is ed w ith a n y m o vement
fo r th c t'oundut io n of a Llh ru rv, an d h e 111Ust co ugru t u lutc th c p eople
o f L inwood u pon h a vi n g at last a tta ine d one. Th e su cc es s of th e
Li h ru ry w ould . to H grt'a l e x ten t, d epend upon th e wisclom e xe rci sr« !
in t lu : se lect.on o f hooks p lu c cd upon the s h elves. Carc must he
ta ken th at n om- of th t, nuru ei -ou s cl as s o f m od ern nov els . wh ich w erc
pern le ious in th t·i, · t<'nll l'IH~·Y. w ere a llo we d a place up on th c s he lves.
Linwood was not m uk in g t h e us e of it s rv crcn t io n g ro un ds wlr ' ch
it COU ld. a n d should d o. and Ill' 110p(' d that in r ega rd to the Uhrary
thc resident s w ould Sl'e that it wa s to th e ir h est in te rests to ru a k e
us e of the opportun it ies wh ich were now pluced in th ei r wa y . H(~

d ecl ar ed the L ihru rv 01WI1('d . and wish~'d it a successful 1111(1 us e ful
ca reer.

)Ir. G. \Y. Itussr-H, )1.1'.• con uratul utcd th« p eople o f L lnwood upon
th e p rogr-css i v« sh'p th ey 'had tuken , and said that th ou gh th e
Libru ry was at present hut a sllHllI OI U' , he IH'Jil'V( 'd it was b ased 0 11
good. solid and progr l'ssiye l in es. III tw o years, he lx-l ieve d , it w ould
h uve gl"('atl~' lncreuscd and justifi ed its c x istcnce. Th e Cit y Counc il h ad
voluntarily hallded ov t'1" th t' huild ing for the Library, fronl wh :ch
it had pr eviously he ell rl'c('iy :ng a I'('VCllUC" unci h esides it had g~ven

11 subsidy. Tlwt sllhsid~', 'lw understood , was to h e Inade nn allnual
one in th c SHllle WIQ' as th e suhs id y given to the Sycll'nhulll Lihrar~'

h~' th e Cou n ci l. III l'..~a rd to thl' Christ church Lihl'''l'~·. II(' was S()lT~'
to sa~' th at th ey co uld ~et nu sulJsidy rl'OUl th e Counc il. "ri le ~Ia~· tJr
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was as hard as a r ock on th at subject. He d esired to thank Cou n­
cillors Otl ey and Horsley, th e Linwood r epres entatives on the Cil~'
Council, for th eir services in advancing th e cause of th e Librurv,
find also to Mr , \\'. \\'. T anner, who hud d ev ot ed a great d eal of
time in pr eparing d ocuments and doing: othe r sec retarial work w hich
re q u i re d the experie n ce of a man of publ ic office s . The district
was under a d ebt of gratitude to :Ill'. Tanner in this matter. In
conclusion, :llr . lIuss ell sa id that h e would b e pl eased t o give the
newly-opeucd Library an~' a ss is tun ce he co uld in h is eupucity as
cha irman of th e Board or Gov ernors or Canf erhu r y College, or us a
nu-mber of Paj-Iinrncnt .

:\[1' . Hn rv ev, in relating t he incide nts of t he afternoon,
ha s st a t ed th at he wa s busilv eugaged a ft er the forma l ce re mony
in receiving subse r ipt.ious an el enroll ing members, a nd that
a hout 40 or 50 jo ine.l up t ha t Il a~·.

Thus wa s th e Librarv launched on its ea reer with good
wish es f rom ovc rvouc, nml an e nt husi ust.ic commit tee in charge
to st eer it towards th e goa l of successful accomplishment.

It ha s been a some wha t d iflicu lt task , bu t a ver y pl easant
onc, to gather th e detu i ls together of th e f'ounda.t iouul work,
for the written records arc sca nt y , and memory is som etimes
faulty, but the writ er ha s ca refu lly taken not es f rom th e
ge nt le men be i nt erv iew ed , a lso from letters and other
sources, a nrl wh er ever th er e ha s been a lack of harmony in the
information so gather ed , he ha s e udea vourcd t o sift th e matter
thoroughly, and thus, by compa rin g eve nts and data , he ha s, he
thinks, given a fairly ac curate account of th e work don e by
those who in ter eet cd th emselv es in th e format iv e ste ps of th e
Li nwood Public Library.

R eviewing the record of va r iou s meet in gs, discussious a nd
couve rs a t iou s, it is nO\V possibl e to accord our meed of praise
to those work er s wh o p layed th eir pa r t in la ying th e f ounda­
tion of what has dev eloped in to one of the finest sec ond a rv
libraries in N ew Zea lnnd .

One of th e wisest decisions of th e fo unders was that no
games suc h as bi ll ia rds or curds sho uld he allowed, nor should
any social f unct ions he permitt ed. Th ey beli eved that these
attractive roer ea ti ons had nothing in common with books, and
in ord er to make a success of the Library t he ene rgy and zeal
of those inte reste d should be conce nt ra ted On purely library
ma tters. It mu st be conce ded tha t the results achi ev ed have
proved Mr . .1. Cla rke's vi sion to he true wh en moving in this
direction, and th e deeision nrrivcd at by th e commit tee, to be
correct.

Th e sa me id ea l is to be not ed in remarks nuul e by oth er
f'ound ers, notably Mr. \ V. \V. Ta uncr, in a conversa ti on
with t he writer wh en he sa id : " \ Ve intended a ne] aim ed to
fo und a libra ry of the best works we could bu y," whi le Mr. A.
Marsha ll went one better, declaring" 'I'hat no book is too good
for our shelves ; if th e book is worthy, then money must Ill'
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f ound t o buy it a nd pl ace it On our shelves. " Succeeding
com mittees have proved t hat they, t oo, have been inspired with
t he sa me de te rmination t o be satisfied wi t h not hing less than
the best . Thus was the fine ideal maintained, a nd t he summa ry
of re g-istered boo ks shown f ur ther on pro ves that a ll through
t he ni ne teen yea rs of its hi story, the L inwood Public Library,
des pite th e cha nge' in t he personnel of its committee, has
consiste nt ly p rovided the best in fiction, t he finest magazines
an d per-iodical s, and a sp londid juve ni le de partme nt, while t o
those dcsiring omething apa rt f r om these, it ha s a ve ry fin e
se.lec ti on of non -ficti on works, in cluding- E ssays, History,
BIOgraphy, Scien ce, etc .

I?- th e e~ r ~y d~ys, it wa s sugges te d that ~rr. Car negie, the
Am eriean rni ll ionn ire , shou ld be ' a sk ed to as sis t the newly­
launched Library with a grant, a nd that Mr. W. W. Tanner
write to · him, but afte r di scussing. the p roposa l i t was decid ed
~hat it woul d be better t o ende a vour t o bui ld up an in stitution
independent of a ny outside or f or eig n ass ist a nce, and so th e
matter dropped, nev er to be broached ag-ain .

The names of the many gentlemcn who rend ered valuable
ser vice in the formativc stages are consp icuous in this brief
record, but no ri sk of cr it ic ism on th e scor e of invidious dis ­
tinctions should prevent spec ia l mcntion in th e case of a f ew
who se cla ims will be reudl ly conce de d. '

~~r . D. R iehurdson, for in stance, ha s shown unremitting
dev oti on from. t~1C ver~- beginnin g of the mov em ent up to the
present day, gl \"1 ng to It th at fine combina t ion of qualities that
have won f or him such gen era! respect . Mr. Ri chardson
occupied th e chair f or fo ur ye a rs, 1920-24, dur ing which term
th e Library building wa s mater ially enla rged. H e is st ill
an active member of th e commit tcc and holds office as a
co-T ru stee with Mr. \V. W. Tanner. '"Tor will a nv one who is
conve rsa nt with th e fac ts dispute t he cla ims of ' Mr. \V. 'V.
Tann<;r to specia l ment ion in t hi s recor d. From hi s 18 years '
expc n.enee. as ~I:P. fo r th e dis t rict. with all th a t such expe ri ­
ence implies, ti n s gen tl ema n ga ve valuable service in all
matters of legal a nd ofliciul procedure. His well -known
acquaintance with th e best li t erature a nd dec p inter est t he re in
cn~b led .him. t o contr ibut~ much to t he su ccess of the L ibrary,
whi lst Ins ki nd ly pe rsonuli ty ende a re d him to all who have ha d
the privilege of association with him. Nor would it be possible
to omit an upprec intlve r efer en ce to ~Ir . A. Marshall for hi s
c~pable and sustained se r vices from th e ince pt ion of the
1.:lbrary pr?posa l up to a f ew years ago. For som e con­
sid era blo tnne he wa s both trea surer and sole book buv er
a nd .in both capacities h is fait hful service is rem embcred \~ith
gratItude. He was Mayor of Linwood in 1896-1897.
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ANALYSIS OF FICTION AND NON-FICTION BOOKS

PLACED ON SHELVES.

No . of
Pate 'rota I Books No . of Books N.\<'. Books Total
T o Bought Bo ught Bo ug ht Non·Fiction

during year during y ear

1909 !l60 960 188 188
1912 1,994 1034 134 322

.Iune 1913 :l,975 !l81 132 454

"
1914 -l,005 1030 116 570

"
1915 4,730 725 225 7!l5

"
1916 5,459 729 92 887

Oe<3 . 191!> 5.932 473 68 955

"
19]7 6.68;~ 751 105 1063

"
1918 7,482 799 5S 1118

"
1919 8,526 1044 113 1231

" 1!l20 ~ 15,030 6504 531 17621924 -,.
"

1925 16.340 1310 119 1881

"
1926 18;283 1943 54 1935

Dec. 1!l27 20,01!l 1736 113 2048
~L'l:" 1923 20,504 485 57 2105 -

.-
- 20,504 2]05 - -

APPENDIX BY THE SECRETARY, 1928.

A few words about the non-fiction section in which , a s ma y
be see n b y the cas ua l rea der of the record, Mr. Brettell is
keenl y inter est ed, may not be ou t of pla ce h ere. Joining the
com mit tee in .Iuue, 1910, he speedily recognised the disad ­
vautage to both L ib rary an.I re ader, on find ing non -fietiou and
lidion most lv sh elved togeth er on fiction sh elves.

To gather t ogether , clas sif y ancl eut a logue all the gen eral
works, t ook som e ti me, but it reli ev ed the fict ion she lves of
about 1300 or 1400 books, and finally , ha v ing evolv ed order
t'rom cha os, he was placed in cha rge of t he no n-fict ion depart­
ment, a nrl appointed bu y er for th is section. Among many gifts,
th e outsta nd ing one has been that of Mr. F. C. Pa ir elough ,
comprising a portion of his la t e fath er 's library, cons is t ing of
nearly noo volumes. Th ese are set apart in an alcove in the
non-fi ction room, and include a fine set of t he E lizabethan
dramatists, severa l reprints of cho ice ea rly English writers,
and ot he r va luab le w ork s, maki ng a fine a dd i t ion which
nIH ny lib ra ries would be proud to possess.

Last year approximately 2500 books wer e taken by sub ­
seribers from the non -fiction section, and it i,. pleasing to st a te
that the inter es t of subscribers in th is department is steadily
in crea sing, notably among young st udents, rea ding up in
pr eparation for exa mi na t ions.

Th e juvenile section, inaugu ra te d by Mr. Reynolds, has,
s inee hi s removal to W ellington, been ca r r ied on by Mr, A. S.
For rest er , comprises some 800 or 900 volum es, and is exceedingly
popular among th e yo u nger member s.

Th e most impor ta nt see/io n of th e L ib rary , ,·i z. :-Fietion.
ha s been fortunat e, from th e ' fouudat ion onwards, in the men
wh o have 11<\<1 cha rge of it. Wh en ~Ir. A . ~Iarshall, followin g
other worthy ml'mbers, n 'signed f rom the posit ion of book­
buyer in 1921, hp wa s succeeded by :Mr. H a rgrua.vcs , a ud later,
bv ~h· . E . G. Thomas. 'I'n e faithful aud zealous work of these
n;l'mbers is shown bv th e high stnudard of volumes pla ced upon
t he shel ves, Another fa ctor, also important, is an ea r ly and
ad equate supply of th e new est books, thus meeting the urgent
demand of subscribers for t he very latest, with the result that
Li uwoo.l L ib ru rv ha s drawn to itself nca rl v ] 800 subscriber s
who are as proud of th e L ibrary as t heir 'elect ed representatives
on t he committee.

Th e wri t er would like to express his appreciation of t he
va luable services of a ll me mbers of committee and to t hat
sp irit of co-op eration that has been so pronou nced, a nd that
has been such a p ri me factor in se curi ng t he measure of
success t hat obtains to-day.
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