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Your Waich

WILL KEEP BETTER TIME IF IT
COMES FROM

PETERSENS

Our Mr E. E. Wiltshire will be pleasgd to
allow all Linwood Library subscribers

TEN PER CENT CASH DISCOUNT

Sion S

JEWELLERS
248 HIGH STREET, CHRISTCHURCH

PICTURE FRAMING

For Artistic Work
Quality and Service

H. FISHER & SON

275 HIGH STREET
(Near Bank Corner)

FOR YOUR NEXT PAINTING JOB try

W. T. FAITHFULL

35 years’ practical experience.
ESTIMATES SUPPLIED FREE.
All work guaranteed.

We specialise in indoor decorating.
363 WORCESTER STREET
Near Stanmore Road.

Suits, Costumes, Coats, School Uniforms, etc.

Tailor made to order.
Correct Style, Perfect Fitting, Best Lining.
Personal Service. Moderate Terms.

J. BLACKLOCK

Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Tailor
Residence: 79 BUCKLEY’S ROAD
Workroom: CANBERRA BLDGS.

Cashel Street

(Near Corner Linwood Avenue)

reads something. By reluctant we too
often mean reluctant to read what we
think they should read.

Despite the different causes for their
reluctance, it is possible to consider the
group as a whole in suggesting practical
steps to be taken in winning them to the
library. Ome important step is to cut the
burden of library red tape and regulations
as much as possible to facilitate registra-
tion and borrowing of books. A second is
to treat these young people with the same
courtesy and consideration which is aec-
corded to the adult readers. It is amazing
how the boy or girl will respond to such
consideration. Most discipline cases in the
adult department are the staff’s own fault.
Expect a boy to misbehave, watch obvi-
ously for him to act like a child—he will
inevitably do it. Treat him as an indi-
vidual worthy of attention—nine times
out of ten he will reward you with his
friendship. When boys and girls sense
the friendly attitude of the library, they
do come willingly.

Young People Want to Read.

A librarian cannot observe hundreds of
boys and girls each week without coming
to definite and, probably, legitimate con-
clusions about their wants and needs. It
is after much observation of the behaviour
of classes ranging from the dullest that I
say with such assurance: if only the right
books are opened to them, practically all
boys and girls will read. How shall we
know the right books? I shall answer
that question obliquely. There would be
fewer “reluctant readers” among boys and
girls if there were fewer “reluctant
readers” among teachers and librarians.

If these boys and girls from trade,
vocational, and continuation schools may
be taken as a fair sample of the slow
readers, the answer to the question “Do
young people want books?” is certainly
“Yes.” They want stories and they want
information. They do not instinctively
turn to books or ask for them because they
do not appreciate the usefulness of books
or realize the resources of libraries until
we reveal them. They do want books but
they will never get them unassisted.

The basic question for us to ponder
deeply and answer honestly is really not
“Do young people want books ?”’ but “Does
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the public library want all the young
people?”” Does it want them enough to
treat them as adults worthy of respectful
attention? Does it want them enough to
cut red tape for them? Does it want
them enough to buy out of depleted funds
light fiction and duplicate copies of child-
ren’s room books ?Will the librarians them-
selves read the books these boys and girls
like, take a genuine interest in them not
as ‘“reluctant readers” but as individuals,
give them sympathy and understanding
untinged by intellectual snobbishness?
The librarians, who have answered these
questions with an honest “Yes” know that
young people do want and need books.
And the others will never even realize that
there are such questions.

FROM THE PRESIDENTIAL CHAIR

The August meeting of the Canterbury
Branch of the New Zealand Library Association
was held in the Boys’ High School on August
19th, when Miss W. Neal, who visited the United
States for a year’s course in library training,
gave an address on Children’s Libraries. TUn-
fortunately the “chair” was unable to be present,
but the address was evidently both interesting

and comprehensive. The idea of a library being -

considered by schools as just a workroom, with
books as the tools therein, and that when the
tool had been used to its limit, to be discarded
is not only very practical but gives one a view-
point often disregarded.

The fact that “the best public libraries were
in those towns where the municipal authorities
had assumed full responsibility for those institu-
tions” is another justification for the ideals of
the New Zealand Library Association, and which
some day will be in operation in Christchurch.

It is implied here that the municipal authori-
ties must realize the proper value of the public
library to the community. We are sorry that
Christchurch is losing the services of Miss Neal,
but our city’s loss is Dunedin’s gain, and there
are very many persons in Christchurch who wish
her every success in her new sphere, and will
follow her activities in the southern city with
keen interest.

Red Sea Nights, by Wm. J. Makin. A story
of action and movement, commencing at Mar-
seilles, then penetrating into Abyssinia, he then

“is for quite a long spell in and about the un-

known parts of the Red Sea, where he sees life
in many shades and hues. He has adventures
galore, and enjoys them all. ;

GREEN’S
HAM and BACON

is unrivalled for
QUALITY and FLAVOUR

TRY

GREEN’S SAUSAGES

Pure, Nourishing, Economical

T. H. GREEN & CO. LTD.
Established 1862

REMEMBER !

The constant publication of this Gazette
is rendered possible by the support of the
advertisers.

This shop has consistently advertised and
merits your support in return. For
quality of goods and excellence of ser-
vice at no higher cost, try us and be con-
vinced.

FOR GROCERIES PHONE 36-680

A. SORRELL & SON

(Members of the Target Stores)
CORNER WORCESTER STREET AND
OLLIVIERS ROAD, LINWOOD

Stanley L. Hall

Chemist - Linwood
(Opposite Linwood Library)

OPEN SATURDAY NIGHT
7 TILL 9

Shop Phone: Night Phone:
35-350 34-177

Residence: 137 Rolleston Street




