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AT GOVERNOR'S BAY. 

A cross the hills we 'went that day, 
Across the hills - oh, golden 

time/-
The sea, the sky made one sweet 

1'hyme, 
And nothing could OU?' hearts affray. 

The blue bay slept in holy peace, 
Nor S((,U) how clear it mirrored 

there 
The cliffs and islands /loating near. 

Awaiting the sweet day's decease. 
Dolce A. Cabot. 
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S'r. CUTHB 
... _._ ... . . . 

The 75th AnniverEa:ry Cel ations took place on ebruary 

1935, (ins tea of January Oth) • The ay as E ori usly 

witb i t a terly wind blo ving. The c . ~ncel of the ' 

·d e n decorate 'i th flo ers, chief y from the ga dens 

r . C ren ter, ss heeler, issAllan and s. Colin; red, 

n p ink i.ties predo inating. 

con re ation of over one hundred fille every avail ble 

°ev n of he Clergy ere pre~ent - . eVa C. • I. aclav-

Viq r ; Archdeacon Petrie, ho read the lessons; ev. o. 

r .l..d, "'\ ho re ched; ev~ . G. Bri t tan, D . ]: ankin, . H. 

a d G. B. Hanson. The re aher took fa 1i c text the 

" ber the days of old. If He said th story of any 

is 1i e t.~ story 0 characters e reme b~r in 0 r school-

e are 11 aking history. Our deeds and ae ' ons ay 

ecorded in books for others to read, but they affect and 

influe!'lc t e live of others. • • •• Truly it has b n said 

livin ast does not die." 

iss heeler as Or anist and the singing as led by rs. 

arr. and some members of St. Saviour's Choir t est 
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I ton , who ore their 0 ns and mortar boards. 

Af t er S rvioe a luncbeon. provided by the Ladies' Guild. 

given in the Allandale all. The Vicar presid d and wel-

present, ong whom ere ome repr~ enting the old 

rs. J. GOr fell, formerlY. iss Dect~a Dutton (the 

ohristened in the Church); rs. Cowlin, Lessrs. Thos. 

• H. irmston, 'fl • . • Gray, R. Gebbie, A. Bloor, R. Orton . , 

• C. Dyer,' R. All.an, R. Harris and m. Harris, esdames. 

Hodgson and Constable. 

Af ter the luncheon a social afternoon as spent, afte rnoon 

tea was served the children ran r'\ces. and gave muoh .. usement 

ntu s of i'8.r" J and so ended a v ry happy function. 

All pr is should be given to those ho arranged the Cele-

bration a , eo eci lly to s. J. Griffen, who acted as .S #cretary 

had worked indefatigably for nthe ta in double ~ork u on 

shoulder when r. Carpen ter as laid aside; also to -lrs. 

arranged all the details of the lunc heon, and ga e 

of though nd ork. h charming young girls ho 

tab le ~.r supervised y r.:!. fru1hire and d '0. their 

os t c[ ~ bly. tI'he luncheon i teelf s 'like We ding 

someone said. embers of the G lId orked t ogether to 

Jo le th'ng a success, spaling no ti or t r uu f..,l e. 



3. 

The Ves try arranged transport for tbe visitors and did 

of the hard 1 ~ ork jobs.' Speeches were m' de by the 

Vicar , and th e Revd. F. G. ,Brittan. r R. llan, Church arden, 

r . Thos . Allen, hose memory carried him ba ck t o t he days 

before t c Churc b as built. 

Peopl- i l l long remember this day for its bappy s pirit 

fellowrohiP . an d the re-union of old friends. 





St. <tutbbertt s <tburcb 
GOVERNOR'S SAY 

SOUVENIR 860-1935 
••• 

75th ANNIVERSARY LAYING OF FOUNDATION STONE 



Governor; s Bay. 

'1'he name is probably connected with Governol' 
Sir George Grey. He and Lady Grey spent a few 
days ,vith MY' and Mrs Deans at Riccarton in 1849, 
and he was at ].Jyttelton to welcome the Colonists 
on their arrival on December 16th, 1850. As his ves­
:::leI was lying at anchor farther up the harbour to­
wards the Bay, the place no doubt took its name 
[rom that cj ,'cumstance. 

Before the first four ships arrived there were 
settlers at the head of the Bay (Teddington)-Messrs 

Lyttelton ,i\Tere easier of access than those lying be­
yond the Port Hills. 

The Bav must have been very beautiful at that 
time, with ;1ative bush in all the gulJies. Giant trees 
were there, a:::l can be seen from the one bare trunk 
which still shows out against the hillside, above the 
Bay. 

Years before, it bad been a Maori settlement. 
\Ve l'ead that Ohinetahi Pa, defended with a palisade 

Lyttelton -Heads, looking -from Governor's Bay. -

Ua WWll and G e b hie , ha ving settled there some 'years 
eadier. lVIl' Hodgs-on, who .al:rived in Lyttelt'on.in 
August, 1851, took up land at the end of the Bay 
(now Allandale) , and there were a few othel' settlers 
in that part. 

Governor's -Bay had, l'elatively, more importance 
before the Lyttelton tunnel was made, than it has 
now. Places that could be reached by water from 

or. split tree trunks, and '~.ith ditch and parapet, 
stood there. After the place had been c'aptured from 
the Ngati Mamoe -by Te Rangi-\Vhakaputa, his son, 
Manuwhiri, occupied it with a party of Ngai Tahu. 
This chief Manuwhiri, had many sons, but only one 
daughter,' and he named the Pa after his solitary 
daughter: "Obillet.ahi" (" The place of the one 
daughter' '). This name was adopted by the late 
NIr T. H. p.otts for his stone house at Governor's Bay. 

Governor's Bay, 1871. 

'rhere is little history of the eady days at the 
Bay available. Settlers were too busy working to 
get their farms in order, their houses built, and 
their land fenced, to do much writing. vVe :find that 
a bridle track was finished as far as Dyer's Ba'y 
(that part of Governor's Bay north of the wharf ) 
by December, 1856. During that yeal' £180 were 
spent on the road from Lyttelton to Rapaki. Total 
on whole r-oad to Gebbie's Flat by June, 1864 was 
£2,865. A great deal of the work was prison labour, 
and many contracts were paid for in land. 

The 'sum of £100 was voted for a jetty in 1859, 
and £100 were spent during 1862. 

Before there was a post office, Peter Fox was the 
mailman from Lyttelton tg Gebbie's Valley. He 
came on horseback, twice a week, delivering mails 
into letter boxes and collecting letters on the return 

.>' . 

Mr Potts 

Photo kindly supplied by Mrs Garlick 

journey. He was also a cattle drovel' on the way 
back. 

The Governor's Bay Post Office, formerly known 
as Ohinetahi, was opened in 1867, the name being 
changed in 1884. 

The school was opened in 1868. 
There was a blacksmith living opposite to the 

Church where he had a smithy_ 
There were three hotels in the Bay at one time, 

onc, the old part of the present hotel, -one at the foot 
of Dyer's Pass, called the 'rraveller's Rest, and one 
on Mr. Tapley's land near the beach-this was 
burned down and never rebuilt. 

N ames -of some of the old settlers in and near 
Governor's Bay: Manson, Geb bie, Dyer, Parsons, 

Gray, Beechy, Dodds, Thompson, M-oorhouse, Potts, 
Hodgson, Vigers, Hall, Allan, Small, Oram, Cowlin, 
Tapley, Clarkson, Bloor, Ashton, Trounce, Jennings, 
Fitton, Bamford, Pope, Miles, Calvert, McMaines, 
T\i[cCreedy, Wallis. 

YicarfLgc (Rev. B . W. Harvey) 

Mr Wallis lVIT Trounce 

Blacksmith's Shop 



Cholmondeley Memorial Home 

Of outstanding events III recent years we must 

mention the opening of the Cholmondeley Memorial 

Home for convaJescent children. The land, and the 

total cost of this splendid building 

were the giEt of Mr. H. Heber Chol­

lllOllddey; ill lllclllOry of his wife. 

\Vhen ~uilt, it was handed over to the 

Comnlittcc of the Children's Convales­

cent Cottage, then. at New Brighton. 

This buildillg was ;old, and the child- . 

ren transfcl'l'cd to Govcrnor's Day. 

The HOUle h<l:-; been of t~e greatest 

benelit to l1UU1'y children who needed 

(·hange of ail', and to be nursed back 

to 11eaH h. 'rhc present ~Iatron, 1\1rs. 

Bishop, cal'es for thew most lovingly, 

and indeed each member of the staff, 

eyer siuee the Home, 'Nas opened, lws 

rendered to the Home by Mrs. Wagstaff, seCl'etary 

and treasurer since it was built. ~ 0 words can give 

any adequate idea of what the Home owes to her 

whole-hearted support and enthusiasm. 

given wonderful help. Speci8:1 .men­

tion must be made of the great service A yiuw of Goyernor's Bay" showing Cholmondele;y ,Home. 

THE CHU·RCH 

We find from early records that Services were 
held at the Bay as early .as 1852, fo], the first bap­
tiBm was that of William Samuel Manson, born on 
January 2, 1852. baptized April 18,' 1852, by the Rev. 
W. Vl. Willock. The first marriage was that of 
Reginald Orton Bradley (cousin of the present Mr. 
O. Bradley), to Jennie Manson, on December 21st, 
1865, by the Rev. R. R. Bradley. 

The first burial was Robert Munro, March 16, 
1867. 

In 1869 a burial took place which is "vOl·th re­
cording: It was that of Mary Crompton, of Little 
River. The body was ca1;1'-ie<1 ·on 'loot by eight ·men 
from Little R.iver, a distance of 40 · miles, in order 
that it might be buried in a re-a·l cemetery. The in­
sCl'iption has disappeared, but- the ·wooden head­
stone is otherv\'ise well preserved. vYo honour the 
me';-l of those days who went through so much that 
t11c body of one whom they loved :::;hould rest in the 
beautiful little cemetery attach~d to the Chul'ch: 

By the end of 1854~ · P-a:rii3h by-laws had been 
framed and adopted, and the ~arishes formed wel'e: 
IJyttelton, Governor's Bay, · AIULl'oa, Kaiapoi and 
Christeh urch. 

In December, 1855, the Church Propel ty 1'rnstees, 
with the consent of the Bishop Designate (Rev Thos. 
J a.ckson), subdivided some of the Parishes as fol­
lows: 

Lyttelton, into VytLe1ton and Sumner. 
Christchurch, into Christchurch, Papanui, Riccar­

ton, Lower Heathcote (Christchurch Quay), 
Upper Heathcote (now Halswell), Middle 

Heathcote being part of the Christchurch 
Parish . 

. Clergymen in charge of the above Parishes were: 
Lyttelton, Rev. B. W. Dudley. 
Sumner, Rev. G. Cotterill. 
Governor's Bay (with Upper Heathcote), Rev. 

VV. W. Willock. 
Papanui and Avonside, Rev. C. Mackie. 
Christchurch (with Riccarton and ~'1idd]e Heath-

cote), Archdeacon Mathias. 
Lower Heathcote, Rev. Jas. Wilson. 
Akaroa, Rev. W. Aylmer. 
Kaiapoi, Rev. J. Raven. 
In 1859, a re-arrangement of Parochial Districts 

took place-the Parish of Riccarton was combined 
v{ith HalsvYel1, and the Incumhent (Rev. C. BO'\I\'en) 
had his hands fun ministering to the three places. 

An item of interest in connection with the wOl'k 
at that time comes from one who was a small girl 
in those days. The Rev. C. Bowen took the monthly 
services at the BaYl stayed a night or two and' jour­
neyed on to Little Rivel'. He gave the little girl 
(nqw Mrs. LHwrence, Snr., of Fendalton, nee Vigers) 
a Psalm to learn to say to him on his next vjsit. In 
this way she learned the whole of the Psalter. 

Up till 1860, servi.geswere held in a small sod 
buildhlg below the house . where 1\1[1'. Griffen now 
lives. The residents were not satisfied with this 
building and through Mr W. S. Moorhouse, the Pl'O­
\Tinci!'!J Council gave an allotment of five acres for 
Chul'ch and Glebe at F'ernbrook, up the hill behind 
the present site of the Church. Mr. Potts and otners 
thought that site too far from the road, so he ex­
changed it for five acres of 11is own land, where the 
Church now stands. 

l-Intcrjor 

3 & 4-Chureh amI 
Burial Grounc1 

5--East Window 



T. H. POTTS, M.H.R., 1886 

Mr. Potts ,vas chiefly instrumental in arranging 
for the building of the Church, giving liberally .and 
helping in every way in his power. But mention 
must be made of the help given by many Scotsmen 
and their families. They 
realised the duty of giving 
freely to any Church with 
which they were for the time 
connected, and their help was 
greatly welcomed. 

It must have been a great 
day fo~ the small community 
when the foundation stone was 
laid on January 30, 1860. The 
Archdeacon of Akaroa (Arch­
deacon Mathias) was there, 
R ev. Francis Knowles, Rev. 
Croasdaile Bowen, Mr 'rhos 
Potts und others. Morning 
Service was held in the tem­
porar'y Church, then the clergy 
and otlrers went in procession 
to the new site. 

There was no hurried jerry-building about this 
Church. Two years it took to build. Some of the 
stone was brought from the beach, some from Gar­
Jick's quarry, drawn, no doubt, by bullocks. The 
architect was Mr. Mallinson, the builder of the stone 
part was Mr. Morey, who had built the Lyttelton 
Church. Mr. Firmston did .the woodwork. Many 
difficulties had to be faced. The .turret and two 
gables gave way owing to wet weather and strong 
wind. Buttresses had to be added at the east end 
as well as at the north and south, because the roof 
caught the winds so much, making the bu~lding 
shake. This w·as before the chancel was bUllt, as 
will be seen in the photograph .taken about 1871. 

rrhere is no record available., of the opening day, 
but it mut:>t have 'been a real joy to those who .had 
worked sq 4ard,' and ha<L gty~n unsparingl~ of t~eir 
time and money when they saw theIr beautIful lIttle 
Church an accomplished fact. The first roof was of 
shingles, ~ore pict~U'e~que than t~e present c·or~u­
gated irOl~ one. The thick w,alls WIth the deeply ~n­
set windowE add to the charm, a11d the porch, WIth 
its cobblestone floor r&mind~ one 9£ an English vil­
lage church. 

Lying as" it doe& on the slope of tlfe green hill, 
with the 'blue water of the harbour showing through 
a gap in the h ills, ,0~le think~ o-f the words, "As the 
mountains 'are round 'a»outJep:P:ial.em_, so the Llord 
i8 rOUIld about Hifl people from henceforth even for 
ever." 

Ther~' was still a clericaL ·.servi.ce only once a 
month but all honour must be given to the Lay 
Reade{'s, 'who so faithfully carried out their duties, 
and took all other services. 

d 
A View of tho Church, 1875. ~.~, 

In 1866, the Rev. O. Bowen was granted leave of 
ab$.Emce to go to England for a year. It was evi­
dently at this time that it was found l1eces~~'Y to 
have a resident vica~ in charge of Governoys Bay, 
as the Rev. E. A. Lmgard was appoint.ed" in 1866. 
The boundaries of this Parochial . Distr~ct included 
Rapaki, Purau, Motukarara .arrd 'Little River about 
35 · miles in ·width, necess'itating a good deal 'of tra­
velling. 

Rev. E. A. Lingar<l, First Resident Vicar. 

t, 

I~: 

}1'ollowing Rev. E" A. Lingard, the Vicars or Cu­
rates in charge of the Parish were (the dates given 
are the dates of their appointment) : 

July 1, 1867-Rev. H . Torlesse. 
January 26, 1870-Rev. B. W . Harvey. 
September 23, 1872-Rev. H. E . East. 
.August 15, 1875- Rev. E. R. Otway. 
September 22 1879-Rev. E. H. Wyatt. 
December 19, 1881-Rev. R. F. Garbett. 
February 5, 1884-Rev. E . Watts. 
July 1, 1884-Rev. W. F. Kno~les .. 
l<'ebruary 6, 1891- Rev. P . J. Cocks. 

-1892-Rev. J . Sheldon. 
Decenlbel: 15, 1899- Re,: . P. N. Pl·itchett . 
June 9, 1909-- Rev. O. }1'"litzgerald. 

June 1, 1910-Rev. G. W. Christian. 

September 1, 1913-Rev. H. Purchas. 
December 10, 1918-Rev. W. H. Sty,ch. 
November 29, 1920-Rev. G. B. Nanson .. 
February 14, 1924-Rev. E. H. Shore. 

- 1928-Attached to Dyitelton', under Rev. '}'. 
M. Curnow. . , . 

May 7, 1930- Rev. C. W. r. lVlaclaverty. 

rrhe "Chul'ch News':- of July, 1875, c~~tains the 
following notice: . 

"'}'he Parish Church and Burial Ground of Go­
vernor's Bay were consecrated on Sunday, 22nd 
June, 1875, by the Most Rev. the Primate (Bjshop 
Harper) . . .. The congregation was a large one" and 
the S.ervices, which were plain, were heartily ~aken 
part In by those present. A stone chancel, 14ft. by 
111t. ha~ just been added to the Church, thereby 
g:reatly Improving the building within and without. 
By this addition the Church has been so enlifrged 
as to a~mit of 40 more sittings. The cost of the 
work was £210. The Church was dedicated linder 
the name of St. Cuthbert." 

The east window is in memory of Rachel BL'~nder 
Lloyd, only daughter of Thomas and Mal'Y ' Ann 
Potts, born 1826, died ~t LeamillgtOli Priors, 1~60 . 

As it is a most u'nusual' thing to see in a st~,ined 
glass window a Saint calTying .. a man's head, an ex­
pJanation may be fo'und of interest (see last ·page). 

Two other stained glass windows were erected 
in 1907, in memory of Decima Hall and Rachel Cow- . 
lin. 

The Re-table and two brass vases were given in 
memory of Thomas Hall

J 
in May, 1900. 

The Altar of brass candlesticks were given in 
memory of Rev. R.-:R. l?radley and his wife, in De­
cember, 1900. 

The Commun.io~vice now in use is one of 
three that were sent out in; the first ships to Can­
terbury, One was presented to Lyttelton, one to 
Governor's Bay, and the third one (it is thought) to 
Halkett . 

rrhe .Belfry was built during the Incumbency of 
the Rev. P. H. Pritchett, who was mainly instru­
mental in its erection. It was intended only as a 
temporary structure, and later there was a scheme 
for . building a stone bell-tower with vestry room 
undel'neath, as a memorial to the late Mr. '}'. H. 
Potts. Some money was subscribed, and a good deal 
more promi. e-d, when the war commencea. It was 
considered an inopportnne time to continue the mat­
ter, so the amounts paid were invested and the 
whole scheme left in abeyance. ' 



The work of caring for the building and the ' 
churchyard has been mainly voluntary. "Wo:rking 
bees" have been held from time to time, when the 
gl'ass is cut, the fences trimmed, and much done to ' 
keep things in order. Amongst other workers, Mr . . 
Gray, Church Warden for some years, worked to a 
great extent in the cemetery ground, planting the 
rare Japanese firs and other shrubs and helping to 
keep the grounds tidy. 

About 1900, the Church and Vicarage needed a 

good deal of repairing. The Vicar at the time, Rev. 
. P. H . Pritchett, and others, did a lot of work in put­

ting things in order. The old shingle roof was re­
placed with iron, walls were treated to prevent rain 
getting In, a copper Cl'OSS was made for the east 
gable of the Church, heavily gilded that it might 
show from afar; Unfortunately, it" has 8inc~ been 

. painted. The picturesque Vicarage was also put in 
order, and the many "leak8" stopped. 

Ht'Y. H. Torlesse, Rey. H. FD. Enst, Rev . E. R. Otway, Re\,. R. F. Garbutt. 
B.c\,. Knowlcs, Rev. P. J. Oock s, Rev. P. H. P l'itch ett, ReI'. G. W . Ohristian. 

Re\". H . . Purchas, Re\,. VV. H. Stych, Rev. G. B. Nanson. 

THE VIOARAGE 

CHtmCHWARDEN'S AND VESTRY. 

. Mr .. vy. ~arpenter (Vicar's "Varden) has held 
t~IS pO~ItlOn for. many yeal's, being most faithful in 
hIS dutIes, and mterested in all that concerns the 
Church. 

Amongst Church workel's in the past 
~nd present we mus~ m.ention the organ­
Ists 'who gave of theIr tIme and their tal­
ents to th~ sel'vices of God, '£he names 
of some of them are:-

Mrs. Grosvenol' Miles. 
Miss Potts. 
Mrs. Chudleigh. 
Miss Hunt . . 
Mrs, ,\Talter Long. 
\Irs . Pairman. 
AIrs. Pritchett. 
Miss] smene. Christian. 
Mrfl. H . PUl'chas. 
Mrs. Stych. 
Mrs. Jones. 
Miss Wheeler (present organist). ' 

Mr. R. Allan, as People's Warden, also does a 
very useful work. He and his family have always 
been keen supporters of the Church. 

11~mbers of the pre.sent Vestry. are: Messrs C. E. 
RadclIffe, A.,' E,. RadclIffe, H . Hall, H . Banks F 
Pearce, T. Small, J. Griffen. ) . 

MR. W. A. CARPENTER 
Bishop's Warden 

REV. O. MAOLAVERTY 
Vicar 

MR. R. ALLAr 
Peoples' Warden 



The Ladi-es' Guild . 

A very live body 01 "worker s is the Ladies ' Guild, 

started by Mrs Qurnow, when the district was at-

). 

LADIES' GUILD 

tached to West Lyttelton. :ll-ionthly meetings are 
held, and an Annual Garden Party, lately enlarged 

into a Flower Show. 

The Guild has provided many needs ,of the 
Church and has given gener,ons help elsewhere. 

LADIES ' GUILD WITH SISTER NORTH 

MRS. CH UDLEIGH (nee Potts) MR . & ~IRS COWLIN 

GOVER NORS BAY, 1931. 



13:ENEFACTIONS. 

The Church has benefitted considerably through 
a legacy under the will of the late Mrs. Mabel Chud­
lcjght (nee Potts), in which she bequeathed £1000 
to be invested' for the use of the Church. 

Also the late Mr. William Cowlin left 2! ,acres of 
land as an endowment. This land is situated up the 
hEl, behind his own bome. 

Gifts like these show the keen interest taken in 
the Chul'ch by some of the residents who realised 
what a help it is to future church officers to have 
some of the financial burden lightenecl 

The compiler of this booklet reaiises an InabiHty 
to r ecord the hjstol'Y of the past adequately owing 
to lack of information. If names have been ~mitted 
that should have been mentioned, we crave forgive­
ness. All through the 75 years since the foundation 
stone was laid there have been those who. have 
striven to live unselfishly; to help God's work: to 
make beautiful the place of His sanctuary. Their 
,york is not forgotten by Him who marks the fall of 
a sparrow and glories in the beauty of the lillies. 

rrhe thallks of the congregation are due to Miss 
\\-:"heeler, who for many· years has not only played 
the organ (no light task in its state of broken bel­
lows !), but has led the singing most capably. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL-TEACHERS AND CHILDREN 

ST. CUTHBERT, 

'rhe Patron Saint. of our Church and the subject 
of the east window is St. Cuthbert, who was born 
about 635 A.D., and died in 687. His life was spent 
ill good -works, actively travelling the country­
bringing Christianity into the remote hamlets ,of 
NOl'thumbl'ia. He was el~cted Prior of his monas­
tory .at Old Melrose in 661, and later reluctantly 
cOllsented to be Bishop of: Hexham, but after two 
years he l'etircrl to all island off Northumbria, where 
be died. 1n the 9th century the monks of Li.ndis­
fal'ne wore forced to leave their island home by the 
Danes, and they laid the head of St. Oswald in the 
coffin of their patron, St. Cuthbert, and after many 

wanderings they reached Durham. In 1104, and 
again in the last · century the tomb of St. Cuthbert 
·was opened, and the head of St. Oswald was seen 
resting in St. Cuthbert's arms. 

St. Oswald was the saintly King of Northumbria 
who died in battle with the champion of heathenism, 
and was greatl'y reverenced in the North of England. 

THANKS. 

The Vestry tender grateful thanks to Mrs. F. R. 
Tnwoorl for her valuable work towards the com­
pilation of this booklet. 

TURNERS LTD., Printers allll Publishers, cnr. Tuam and Colombo' Streets, Christchurch. 
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