- was sent %o Diase a line

along the old ¥mori route. The Maoris
did not sake a track beoause that would
have allowad Shelr snemics to follow them -
they always hid the svidonoss of their mowve-
msonte as muoh as posaible and mad: thelr
Journeys through the bush, the bad

of the Terssakau to the coast, t being
the easliest Trouts, they could finl,

At the baginning of 1863,
the Government decided that they must know
scmething about the West Const and adver-
tized for surveyors to survey it from the
Groy %o the southern boundary. This area
was divided into two - one 75 milea long
from the Crey to Abut Haad; and the second
from Abut Head to the scutherm boundary.

I sas then just over twonty-
one yoars of age and thought that At was
time I did something, and I tondered for the
firat seotion and got it. The man #ho got
the other seotion lsughed at a Doy taking on
such a job. He was a middla-aged man of con-
sidarable experienve, The Government evi-
dently did not thibk that I was Coo young SO
undertake the job.

iy first conoera was %o get
an cutfit together . a matter that took
about six weaks to accomplish. I went to
Helson and ehartoered a ilttle sohooner as
none of the ospers of boats would under-
take to convey me and my party down the
coast for a fized sum.

If I had known then a8 much
as I do now, I would have bought the wessel
and put her ashors about the alddle of my




