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BRICKS :

¥hen the settlers from the
first four ships came over the Hills to the
Plains, they, of a ocnsiderable nusbear of
thes, oampad on a site on the southern bank
of the River Avon, near shere the Barbadoess
Street Bridge now la.

This sottlement was Oalled
*The Brickse” and waas so oalled bDecause a
boatlond of bricks had boen dischar
thero, and even a pile of bricks e a
landmark in those days. The River was
largely uvesd at firast for ths conveyanca
of the settlers' heavier goods, and that
waa probably the reason for the selection .
of this aite. ‘:

Aftor o year or 80 at "The .
Bricke® the settlers moved out %o tha sec- .
tions they purchased in warious parte of I




A Cully (one of several
inoluded in the town site) ran from near
St. Miohsals Chureh to near the Bank of
H.2. and crosesd Cashel Street at its in-
terssotion with Colombo Strest. This
Gully was n sarioud obstacle and the resi-
dents, without ealling for Govermment or
other assistance, turned out and filled in
the Cully themselvesa,

I was very young at
the time, but I turnsd out too, and worked
until some man MJ““ away and sald
1 was only digging and not furthering
the work. I cannot resosber any metal on
any of the strects at that time, but High
Streat was the maln , being
continuntion of the Ferry , and it




muat have had motal of some =sort.

Any desoription of our
atrects in thoe early days would bs inoom-
without reference to ths Bullock
s which were so froguently to bo seen

on them, Farmers froa the surm:.
district on cartain days brought in ir

and took back their storss.

the mud of winter time, no cther
conveyance was posaible.

The teams gensrally oon-

sisted of about six to oight bullocks,
but often more, Thay were often laft
with an indifferent satoh when ths driver

l was doing his business. Although as a
rule gquist and even soamolent, somotimes
the bullocks took a fanoy for a run. They
wore not sasily stopped, and it was a great
joy to the youngsters when a toam got away.

UATER LYING:
In the wintar, a great deal
of water lay in parts of the town aite.
One lake stretohed from Hason Struthors®
corner to Tuam Strect and Manchester
- | Streect. Deap ditohes were in varicus
' gtrects to relieve this condl

#oorhounse Avonus and that
mmmwmmonmu
1 was swamp. Traffic was con-
fined in theers parts to emall boys like
ummww
on their or mnlawful
ogoasiona.
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The said small boys 1§

peregrinated a good deal on stilts when the I

water was lying - not effeminate stilts with 1§ e

= shafts for handles, but stiits out off o

tlad with flax to the lag below the

knee - plenty of freasdoms of ac then.

idges over

wore few. I think Victoria Strast waa the
firast, but Colombo Street Br wns the
Ty el T A Ry B

y. it was &0
used beoause the Poat Office mas close
1%, at or near the corner of Colombo and
Cheater Streots.

sng the river wma by ‘Foris: oo pEiseAeL
river was ",

ford was in Heraford Strset mtﬂm the

Taland which afterwardis ms the site of In-

wood's Flour Mill.

Another near the Royal
Hotel wne ealled Flsharts Ford from Dv.
Fisher who lived on Oxford Terrace nearby,
and uaed 1t a great deal. Dr. Fisher's
2i%e, or a site cloas by, has Doen cGOu~
pied by = Dootor aver eince his day.




the Wesl Churoh.
the itself, and ite site was near
where Petersen®s now is.

' A larger Church wns
built later a little furt,er north

served for some yoears.

Later, the sohool build-
ing was taken bodily to the present West
Christohureh School site and was towed
there on sheals by the boys themselves.

Christ's College had ite
infancy on a site in Lichfield Stroeest op-
posite St. Michasl®s., It was then known
as the CGrascar School. -

Of the people I naturally
remeubor bast those with whos I came in con
taot. My father had bis Sed at the
Eaatern side of his section, 2 his
drelliing was on the Westarn slde.

very difficult to cbtain, and I romomber
him selling us of one ingident whioh is 1l-
lustrative of the difficulties thome early
sattlers had Sc faoe.

He requirsd a bar of

iron of a particular size for an urgent ﬁ.
It #28 in Lyttalton, but the roads ware
e for sheel traffic. He

wvis the Bridie Path, got his iron and




sud of the Ferry Road - desp, tonacious mud
and miles of it - nearly bim, but
at last he got home Shoroughly exhausted,
but wisth his irom.

I have often marvelled
how ay fathar managed to pmm.rt

Poundry Plant. I oan remeasbor the Boiler
in parsicular, because 1t srrived late on
a Saturday, and my btrother John got in-
side it in his Sunday clothes early next
Gg;‘ Hie aotion was unfavourably eriti-
o .

The first cast was the
oocasion of a function whoan all the notables
came. and speeches weres madde. It also

Those whose homess wsre
near the river availed themeeolves of that
glear cocl stresam, but Shose more remote

welle. Thsse were not very deep and
they did not aot as colleesors of water,
hut as a msans of tapping an undergr
strean. Looking down our well, w8
oleose to wheres thie building noce ctands,
wa gould ses the olemr atream running at
the bottos. -

The first Mayor of
Christchureh was &, Un, Wilson - a man of




outatanding avility. s had held some
position on Lord Rosa' eatate and waa
skilled in all satsars relative %o horsti-
culture. Hia garden ocooupled ths whole
blook boundad Dy danoheater, Coshel, Had-
ras and Liohfield Streets, and 1t was,
even in those early dayes, cultivated to
its fullsst axtent.

ir, Wilson married the
sldest dsughtor of Wrs. Filllans, whe 1s
alao worthy of memtion for the grit and
determination she shoved in very trying
oonditions. Her husband diasd suddenly on
tha Port Hille on his first from
Lyttelton to the Plains, lsaving his wife
and large family to make thelir effort
alons 1:3:: :'smmz they 434 moat
succasa y a drapary e3-
tablishmont at She Harket Placs, as Vie-
toria Square was oalled then.

Ancthar clooe nelgh-
bour was ¥r. Thacker, father of our pres-
ent a«-. ¥r. Thacker®s anergles were
dove in the early days %o running vss-
sals up the Hsathoole. Inaurance for
this trade oould not be obtalined,
and Mr. kar sustained heavy losses,
but on ths other hand ha made good profits.

Streat,
and other parts of one
steamers were brought to his ceotlion and
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in the early days.

noned Jacobs

) and his per-

our Towm Hall of aany uses
formance would be gonsidered gocd to-day.




Those, Chairsan, and
folliow rotarians, are a fow recollections
that have cocurrad to me of She periocd of
2y ohildhood. If tise allowed, no doubt
I eould add many more, and probably suo-
@sed In woarying you,

I thank you for the
::lﬂ interaet you have taken in my little
k.




