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OKARITO AND DISTRICT

THE BUSY DAYS OF SOUTH WESTLAND RECALLED.

As the time for the Hokitika jubileg
A7V years) is dast approachmng, it is in-
‘teresting to review gome of the prinel-
pal events that occurred in thut period,
1d65, when the great gold rugh took
place in the northern portion of West-
dand,
Y& parties of mmers made their way
Irom Hokitika along the sea coast
-b?fough South Westland searching the
rivers, creeks and terraces for gold,

Those
Alstralign gnd Otago
Wwere accustomed to the 1ough coarse
gold found jinland. Comsequently they
atb fivst walked over the goigen sands on
tha sea beaches, This gold, being fine
did not appeal to them, For justance,
‘McDonald’s Creek, about nime miles
Cinland from Okarito, was worked (des-
pite all difficulties in Teaching that
boaition) before zold) was discovered
on the Five Mile beach, thus called on
atoount of its distance from  Okgrito,

With regard to the last named Joe-
ality T eannot  do better than  quote
the following from the “Golden Coast,”

goldlieldu, and

| known in the early days. He gays: “We
started from Hokitiky in the Steamer
“Bruce" on either her first or second
trip fo thut reported “Eldorado.” Mr
R. €. Reid took with him £1000 jin
notes to buy gold for the Union Bank,
Hokitika, and, not telling anyone of his
mission made  straight to the heart
of the diggings, the Five Mile, where
he fouu.d no difficulty in meeging ith
4 couple of customers for hig Bank
notes in exchange for gold dust at £3
10s  to £3 10s 6d per ounce, making
'a profit of 2g 6d per vunce,

| DMr Reid decided on making 5 second
Iﬁrip with a double allowance of cush,
A;g showing how fortunute some of the
miners were on the TFive Mile beach
Be accosteéd four of a party asking if
they had any gold to sell, After con-
sulting together, gne of the party inguir-
ed: “How much money have you,
miate ?”  Thinking he had enugh to
buy any single parcel of gold on the
field, ‘replied; “As much as you re-
quire.”" In this he was mistaken for on
‘reaching the tent they presented a coup-
le of billies both nearly brim full of
the finest gold dust, and said that was
the result of six weeks' work, When
weighed Mr Reid found  he was shovt
oi £100 or more to purchase the lot.

He says that any one who had the |
good forcune to get a ciaim on the Five !
Mile baach at Okarito at the end of |
1865 or early in 1866 was safe for a
“rich patch.” The returns met with in
sCme iustances were positively fabulous,
and it is not to be wondered that some

diggers who toiled previously for yeurs ,
for mere tucker were so startled at
their luck on this beach that they gave
way at times to the  wildest extra-
viagance and riot,
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The steamer Bruce was bringing up
to Hokitika 3000 to 4000 ozs, every
trip. Mr Reid says: “I knew of one
party who sent 7000 ozs on their own |
account, That heavier gold must be dis. |
¥ributed inland from those golden
beuches, with no niggard hand, and will
be discovered some day when better fa-
cilities are offered for prospecting, was
My Reid's opinion and this stands good
to-day.

It is not known who first discovered
and worked the Five Mile beach, but, to
verify my first stitement, a well-known |
South Westland miner, now dead, in-
formed me that his party went south
to Paringa and when going and return- '

ing they camped on the Five Mile heacl;, |
and passed on, not knowing of the rich |
gold gand they walked over.

The Okarito River at that period
had its course just in front of the pre-
sent  street where fhe mooring piies |
are still to be seéen. The river hug-
ged the Terrace under the lee of the
Three ‘Mile Bluff and enteped the sea
at the present flag-staff from g large
lagoon five miles in length and sbout
three miles wide, and having a good
entrance,

The rush wf the tide inward filled
this Jarge lagoon and the outward
scour kept a good and déep channel,
Vessels came to Okarito from all parts
of New Zealand and from Australia
direct. With all this shipping in the
early days, only one vessel, the *‘Ram-
bler;' was lost. Yiven gas late as iFeb-
ruary 10, 1872, Captain Thompson, har-
bour master, reports the grrival of a fine
topsail schooner the “Lizzie Guy” eight
days from  Melbourne direct with a
cargo of 130 tons consigned to Mace
and Canavan the well-known Okarito
storekeepers, The vessel sailed in over

the bar in good style and discharged
her cargo.

The Town of Okarito streets and
sections were laid out in a thorough
svstem consequently the “Strand" the
front street, is as straight as an arrow,
The town at its height had a popula-
tion of 5000 but in ahout a year the
population fell rapidly. The easily got
gold on the besches was soon worked.
and rushes to other parts of Westland
stracted, the miners, Bat Okamito
was the pert and distributing centre
'of a district extending from Gillespies

in the south to Saltwater Beach in
the north, of which the intervening |
localities, Moonlight, Sandlv, Waiknu-
nuka, Oemersu, Waiho, MceDonnell's
Creek, The Forks. North Beach, and
Wataroa were minine centres,

The towy had its harbour master’s
residence,  signal agtation, Resident
Mngistrate's dwelling, conrt house,
police station, Land and Survey Of-
fire, Customs and bonded stores, ..ahout

26 hotels, theatre (Sheehan's), a
| ewspaper, two Manks aid  deveral

Houses were built for the most part
large  bwidings tor  merchandise.
of Uregan and Baltic pine with iron
roofs, Ukarito had a road beard for
a short peried during the seventies,
but always had representation in the
Westland County Counecil in the early |
days.

The following were some of the re-

sident members:—Messrs R, Cana-
van, Jas Wilson, R. Donovan, and
Jas. Mi:Goldrick. 1t was on the

North Beach, Okarito, that Mr Me-

Kay completed the purchase of lands
in Westland from the Maoris in that
locality for £300, in May 1860.

Old  identities will remember some
of the following prominent citizens: —
Muce and Canavan, McFetrick and
Co., general merchants; Friend and,
tig.e, butchers; Mr Price, resideny
magistrate and warden; F. Bird,—
lzzard, Collector of Customs; Cap-
taing Hearn and Thompson, harbour-
mpsters, 8. Barry, Jag 8. Benyon,
Joseph Burrough, Jas. Wilson, Ed-
ward Ryan, P. Adamson and the late
Win. Patrick.

In 1880, Okarito was only a skele-
ton of its former self, but the dis-
covery of gold at Mapourika gave a
new lease of life to the town. Some
miners arrived, aud that locality held
a fair population for many years,

The Okarite  river changed its
course, the entrance being near the
fing staff, and under the protection
of the hluff became sanded up. The
mouth ¢hifting morth mbore out on
the open beach was 1epeatedly block-
ed, and steamers had great difficulty

in entering, being oftey held or im-

prisoned within for weeks. Snpplies
peed to rmn short, and the district
suffered a severe handicap.

From the early nineties until 1910
great wfforts were made to work up
a timber and fax trade. In 1906
three flax mills were operating, bhut
owing to the bad state of the en-
trance steamers were held up and
eventually all enterprise in this di-
rection had to be given up.

Strong representationg were made
to the Government, asking for har-
hour improvement hut this failed, al-
though  the late Mr R. J. Seddon
fuflly  realised the pesources of lthe
district, and the importance of im-
proving the harbour, He had a sur-
vey under way when he died and had
he lived a few years longer, the har-
bour wounld probably have been an
aceomplished fact. What a great dif-
ference this wounld Have miade 1o
central Westland, However, hy 1026
Okarito had almost become like Gold-
smith's deserted village,

It was then that Mr R. T, Stewart
pegzed out the) Five Mile Beach and
began boring eperations ‘after thor-
oughly prospecting, and becoming sat-

ishied with results, he decided to put

on @& dredge, but was faced with great'
difficulties. Shipping to Okarito had
ccased, and the roads and tracks |
| were in & bad state. Notwithstanding
all this, Mr R. T. Stewart was de-|
Vermazed and despite all obstacles
and to s credit he did succeed not
only iy ereeting the dredge, but in
devising a machine that did the work
{and saved the fine gold. This dredge
15 suecessful and will gontinue to
win good returng for many years,

Okuarito  ig  again  reviving. The
| price of gold has brought many into

the district, and the search and
recovery of the precious metal is giv-
ing employment to a number of men,
With better facilities for importing
minipg machinery, 1 venture to say
that the Five Mile dredge is just
the fore runner of other successful
dredges in this district.

During the last twenty years the
Government. has improved the main
south roud from  Ross to Weheka, '
erected bridges over nearly all ereeks
and rivers, and as a result of better
accesg and guick transport, settlement
i2 advancing rapidly, That very fine
district of Wataroa almost doubled
its population last year,

This improved road access shonld
be pushed on  south to Bruce Ray
without unnecessary delay, If  this
were done, with the bhig timber mill-
ing industry now being started in
fh"t district, people would be aston-
ished tn see how rapidly that pertion
of sonth Westland  would adyance,
Travellers along the main south road"
have but little idea of the valnahle
country between that road and the
sen coast, but the coutry mentioned
can only be developed by a good

safe harbour, .

Persons from other parts of the Do-

minion have heen spying wut the
land, and marine engineers, hfter
thoroueh investigation, are satisfied

a harbonr as above mentioned can
be made at Okarito, Consequently a
company is now at work on itg con-
stroetion.

There are great forests of timber
in the immedinte vicinity of Okarito.
The Forestry Department after a
snrvey, estimates 1300.000,000 feet of
milling timber on their reserves nd-
lineent to the port of Okarite, while
there are some 500 000,000 feet on
nrijrdte  propertv.  There 'are  rRome
areat stands of white pine mostly om
vers good land.,

When the port is ovened for shin-
ping again. the distriet, with its
wenlth of timber, flax, wold and other
niinerals, snd its Yovely mneefalled
seenery will have a grent future,
Okarito will, not te-dgy ‘or to-morrow,
hut in time, in My  oninion, ones
arain he the princingl port and die-
tributing town for Centtal Westland.

GLACLER REGIONS,
: |

SHoary sumnues  clear and --'1_1;1rplr
in wire  disvanee; dripnng  expanses |
swooping down i witite vulves; lmlii—!
white aolds  overlapping t‘ilull\'-uh‘t“
cnns; the guivering ice piush of the
& puge  wiiee Iullo\\'}

|
!
|

WONDERLANL ur SNUW AND ICE,

hidaen  holtow, :
heuving gy nexst urquolse cledts,
powdered swveps, heddivie destonls oLl
wubalt; zi-gags ot emeradl and wiite,
aepins ; dwesome

s I
tissures ; poised

abysinal

vatdined oy
Crevasses ;
transparvicies;  Lransiicent staLr- |
ways; and blue chasmg full of 1efioct=|
ing light.” ‘lius & writer 10 praise
ol the svuthera Gluciers. |

Approximately 100 miles S‘.llil.ll'l . of |
Hoxigika, thers two rivers of ice,
the Mranz dJosel Giluciers.
These are reeognised as the I':l:.l_.t-«L-|

are
and KFox

moving and lowest lying inland glac-
€rs 1 the surrounded Ly
tropical forest, hot springs, rivers and
lakes of remarkable beanty, the at-)
traction of these Glaciers {rom o sceilec

world.

point of view can hardly be surpassed

|

H

ey L plobe |
anywhere on the globe. .
|

Both thuse gluciers are easy of ac-
¢ess. In fact, anyone who can ride
or - hike boan gol, o to the ice. ‘A

very finé ear-rond lag recently been
|fill‘l‘.‘i}l!"l{. leading to within 300 _\'_urlls
of the terminal face of Fox Glacier.

At the heads of these two g;l'.l.('ii'l".i
approximately
possilbiy

there is an drea Of
153,000 i
the finest summer and winter ski-ing

spgund in the temperate zone.

aeres  of  snow-feld,

To  illustrate the  possibilities
for ski-ing in thiy district, mention |
may e Il:ll.l(' of the 30 miles .‘:lilvl'\_lll,,
madertaken Angust,  Starting
from Chanceller Hut (4.600) on the
Fox Glacier, the party proceeded to
Pioneer Hut 80007t high. The next
diy aiey Asernded Goewernor  Col
.IH'.-!-{'IHHJ, the highest nsed pass in New
Zenland, on the main divide north
of Mi. Gray, at tho head of the Fox
Glavier, thence ascending hy
Haast Glacier to Tasman
maine the «e ln Becho Hut the same
i repurn trip was roacle
via Rndolf Glacier to Graham Saddle
(8, 7651t) thence entting ACross
the Franz Josef Glacier neve to New-
ton Pass (2.0000t) on the Triad Ridge
the line of demarcation Dbetween the

st

wity of
Glneier,

evening. [he

basine of the Franz and Fox Glaciers,

l

The Pioneer Hut reached that
evening and the thirty mileg trip was

completed hy the run down to Chan-

Wiks

cellor Hut the following day.
In thesa vast snow basing at the
heads of these two glaciers almost

unbroken by erevasses even in summer

there is munlimited opportunities for

| beginners and experts to indulge in

\
]

the sport of ski-ing.

There are gentle, undulating slopes
for beginners, and for the more ex-
perienced skiiers there are stiffer
slopes where ski iumpg could be built,
thus completing the sttesction of
thig distriet as a winter playground.

Although the highest mountain is
12.349ft. a height which is consider-
ahly exceeded in some other countries,
it must be remembered that our sum-
mer snow line is about 6,000ft, which
is much lower than the line of per-
petual snow in other eountries,

Not far from the site of the hivouac
used by the earlier pioneers in elimhb-
ing on the West Coast, Dr Teichel-
mann and the Rev, Canon Noewton,
there is now established a comfortable
clinibing hut on the Pioneor ridee
at an altitnde of 8.000ft. This marks
it the highest hut in New Zealand.

Out of seventeen penks in New Zea-
land exceeding 10,000t in height, ne
fewer than sevén can be climbed from
thiv hut, as well as dozens of lower
peaks, many over 9000ft.

Still further south of the glaciers
mentioned, there lies a greaf expanse
country. Most of the
rivers and glaciers and valleys in the
south were investigated by the West
Coast explorers, Clisrles Douglas and
Arthur P, Harper over 45 ago. With

of mountainons

the exception of the well-known rout-
¢s up  the glorious Copland Val-
ley, with its hot springs, to the Her-
mitige and over the Haast Pasg to
Lake Wanaka, this country is prace
tically unknown. However, it affords
great possibilities to entérprising tram-
pers amnd elimbers.

Both the Fox and Tasman Glaciers
are hecoming increasingly -popular, as
is shown by the increase in the number
Some
promivent visitors have given it as
their opinioy that neither loses any-
thing in comparison with Switzerland
and Ttaly, or with the American glaci-
er attractions, while the gorgeons
wealth of nature’s lavishness to be
seen on all sides is incomparable with
anything they have seen.

of overseas tourists each year,
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