
OKARITO AND DISTRICT 
.... 

THE BUSY DAYS OF SOUTH WESTLAND RECALLED. 

I 
A CR'EAT FUTURE UNDO~BTEDLY IN STORE. 

(Contribu ted by J as . Donovan , Esq.) 

. " 

I As thtl t .une fDr the HOI.{itik<1 jubilee 
1(7u yea-l·ti) IS ,fas t ap.pIOa,Cillllg, it ill in
t erestlllg to review sOllie of t he prInci
pal events that occurred in that period , 
1d05, when the great gold rUesh t o'OK 
pla.ce in the nlJJi;hc-rn portion of w e:st- I 
Jillnd, In the first few mOnths of that 
yea·!' parties of mlllerS made their way 

The steamer BrUce was bringing up 
to iHokitika 3000 to 4000 ozs. every 
trip . ~Ir Reid says: "I knew o,r one 
party who s ent 7000 ozs on their own 
account .. That heavier gold must be dis
Itributed inland fJ'om thOse golden 
btl.1 Ches, with no niggard hand and will 
be discovered some day whe n 'better fa
cilities are offered for prospecting, was 
Mr ' Reid's opinion and this stands good 

to-day. 

ll'<lm Hokitika along the sea .coast 
tnJ'ough "0 th H , t d ' 

· IJ . U n es 1.Ln searChIng the 
rIVers , creek.s a nd t el'l'aceti fOr gold, 
Th.06,~ mIlle rS c1ame mostly fro III the 

,A.ustrallan and {)tago goldfields and 
Were accustomed to the J'ongh ~oal'se 
gol~ found inland. (F)n~equently they 
at first 'Walked Over the golden sands on 
t~e sea baaches. 'I'his gold, being fine 
dl·d not appeal to them, FOr instance, 
M cDonald 's CJ'eek, a bout nine miles I 

llllalld troll Uk t 

It is not known wh-o first discovered 
and. worked the Five ,:\111e beach, but, to 
verdy my Drst st,ltement, a well-kn{)wn 
South Westla.n9, miner, now detad, in
formed me that his party went s'Outh 
to Paringa and when going .and .return
ing they camped on the Five )Ii ie beach, 
and q:Jassed <In, not knowing of the rich ' 
gold sand they w!alked over . · 1. " a~'1 0, wa s worlmd (des-

pIte all difficultIes in r e.lching th t I _oLution),. !befor e .?oM) was d'lsoov().r: d 

I 
on the .hve Mile beach, thus called on 
acco~nt of its dist anCf) from Okarito. 
~Jth regaad to the last namcd loc

,allty I cannot dQ better than quote 
the following from the "Gold en Coast," 
a book written by R C. Reid well
kn~wn in the ea.dy days. He sa;s: "We 
stmte,d from Htokitika in the SteameJ' 
"Bruce" 0 ' th h . n el er er fi rst Or second 
tnp to thla t report ed " Eldorado." Mr 
R. O. Reid took with b.im £1000 in I 
n~e~ .to buy go ld fo r the Union Bank, 
H. k~tlka , and , not t elling anyone of his 
miSSIon n:ad e straight to the heart 
of the diggings, the Five Mile where 

I he found ll,() diffiCUlty in meetin~ with I a oou~le of -customer s tor h is Bank 

I 
notes In exchan~e for gold dust !at £3 
lOs to £3 lOs 6d per ounce, making 
a profit of 2s 6d: p er lQ unce . 

j ~Ir Reid decided On making a second 
i tl'lP with a double allowance of cash. 
A~ showing how fortunlat e s'ome of the 
mIners were on the Five :M:ile beach 
he accosted f-our of a party asking if 
they had any gold to sell. After COn
sulting t ogether, one of the party inquir-
ed: "How much money have you 
mJate?" Thinking he had en-ough ~ 
buy any single parcel -of gold on the 
field ~·eplied· "As m h · ' . uc as you re-
qUire." In this he was mistaken for on 
r ea,ching. the tent they .prcsented a coup
le of bIllIes both nearly brim full of 
the fincst gol d d ust, a nd said that was 
the result o f six weeks' wor]e \Vhen 

: weighed ,:\11' Reid found ,h e WaS short 
I()f £100 or more to purchase the lot. 

He Bayes that a lly one wh-o had the 
good fonune to get a Claim on the Five 
:N1ile b(;:lach at Okarito at t he end of 
1865 or early ~n 1866 was safe for a 

I
I "rich patch ," The l'eturns met with ill 

sQme instances were positively fabulous 
and it is not to be wondered tha t som~ 

The IOkarito River at that period 
had its cOurse jUst in frl(mt of the pre
.~ut street 'whe['e ~.;h e mooring pi les I 
are ,still to be seen. The river hug- ' 
gad the Terrace undel' true lee of the 
Thrce 'Mile Bluff and entered the sea 
a t the present flag-staff from a large 
lagoQn five miles ill. length and about 
three miles wide, and having a good 
entrance. 

The Irush lof the tidE) inward filled 
this large Jiagoon and the outward 
scour kept. a good and deep channel. 

Vessels came to Oka.lito ! l'<lm all parts 
Of New Zealand and from Australia 
direct . Wjth all thi s shipping in the 
early days, only one vessel , tIle "Ram
bler," Was lost. ~ven as late as F eb
ruary 10, 1872, Oaptain ThOmPson, har-

I bour .~asteJ·, ·repor t s the !arrival -Of a fine 
tops:ul schooner the "Lizzie Guy" eight 
days fron: iMelbou'fne direct with a 
cargo of 130 tons consigned. to Mace 
and Canavan the well-known Okal;to 

storekeepers . The vessel sailed in over 
the 'bar in gQIYl style lUnd discharged 
her cargo. 

The Town of Okarito streets and 
sections were laid out in a, thorough 
svstem consequently the "Strand" the 
front street, is as straight as an arrow. 
~he town 'at its height had a popula
tIon of 5000 hut in ahout a year the 
population fell rapidly . The easily got 
gold on the bellche!l Was soon worked 
and rllsh es to other pa rts ('If "r estland 
"tt.r,~ the 1llJ.111e r s . Bttt Okal1ito 
wa s ttl,e pert and distributinq centl'e 

'~f ,a district extending from Gillespies 
1'1. the south to Sa ltwa,t er B each in . 
t he .n?rth, of whi ph the intervening I 

10('allt]I?~ , Moonlig ht, S andlv , Waikn
nnk A. Oemer nu. " r::tiho, McDonnell' s 
Orl?ek, The Forks , North Beac h and 
W::tt,flroa were minin fY. centres. ' 

T.he town 1~lad its h arbour ma ster' s 
l·f>lSl~'3n.ce , signal. sta tion , R esid ent 

I diggers who toiled previloll!Sly for yclars 

I
; for me·re tucker were SO startled at 

their luck o.n this beach that they gave 
way at tunes to the wildest extra

vlagance and Tiot, 

!lfn g-lstra te's dwellin g Court h 
I P l' t t ' ' ouse , 

fin Ice ·s a lon, Lllnd And Survev Of-

_6 ihotels, theatre (Sheehan' s) 
,)f'e , Customs and bond'3o swres., :about j 
b1ewspa pel', tw,o, batiks al/1d .tf';er~~ 

Horu;es wera built for the most part I 
large bUlhlingti tor merchandISe. 
of Uregan and Baltic pine with iron 

1 r oofs, vKarito had a 1'000 board for 
a Short pe riod during the seventieb, 
but always had representation in the 
Westland Omnty Uouncil in til';>' early 
day,s. 

The following were some of the r e-
I sident memben, : -Messrs R. Cana

vall, Jas VI',i1son, R. Donovan, and 
Jab. M(",G,oldrjck. It WlaS on the 
North Beach , ()karito , that Mr 1\1c
Kay completed the purchase of lands 
in Westland from the Maoris in that 
locality for £300, in May 1860. 

Uld identities will remember some 
of the follo wing pI'Ominent citizens: 
:Ma('e and Canavan, M cF etri ck and. 
Co. , ge ne ral me rchant s; Friend ,aud.". 
Li-4.e, but.chers ; ~lr ,PricG, ]'esiden L 
nl'al6istl'ate and w<l rden; F. Bird ,
Iward, Oolle.ctor of Customs ; Cap
tain s . Hearn a nd Thompson, Iharboul'
Ill l.l stcr~ , S . Barry, J as S. Benyon, 
.Joseph Burrough, J ,a8 , "Nilson, Ed
ward Ryan, P. Adamson and the lah'l 
Wm. Patrick. 

In 1880, Oka l'iLo was only a skele
t on of its former self, but the dis
oovery of gold at Mapourik~t gave a 
new lense of life to the t own. SOl11'3 
miners oarrive<\ , and that locality held 
a rair population for many years. 

The Okarito river changed its 
course , the entran'pe be ing near the 
flfl g ~taff, and under tho protection 
of the bluff became sandl?d up. 'f\1'~e 
mouth ,F~liftinp; Inorth nllore out on 
the open beach woas Il?peatedl y block
ed , and steamers had great difficulty 
in ente ring, being often held or im
prison ed within for w~ek~. Snpplies 
n,~ed tl) 1'1111 short, and the district 
suffered a severe handicap. 

From the early nineties until 1910 
great ~fforts were made to work up 
a timber and flax troade. In 1986 
three fla..x mills were operating, but 
owing to t,l'.e bad state of the en
trance steamers were held up .and 
eventually an enterprise in this di-
rection ha.{\ to be given up. 'I 

Strong repreSt!ntatiol1s wern 111a.de I 
to the Government, asking for har- l 
hour impl'ovemsl)Lt but this failed , al-
t hough the late ~Ir R. J. Seddon I 
f~lIl1v. ,r'e~'\ised ,the neS01.lrCeS Po,f /the 
dlstnct, and the- importance of im
proving- the h a rhollI· . He ·'ftad a sur
vey under way when he died nIH1 had 
he liye<\ a row yeoars longer, the har
l:;Jur would Tlroblahl:v have been nn ' 

I 
accomp1ish~ fact. Wh.at a great clif
fe'rence tIllS wcmld Hav'e n~'lde t') I 

centra 1 Westlnnd. H owever. by 1926 
Obrito had almos t bepome like Gold-
smit,II ' s deserted village. 

It was then t hlatMr R. "r . Stew'<1rt 
pegged out the . ~'ive Mile Beaoh and 
lJ,<\~'iln borlllg .opel ations Idfter thor
oughly prosp\J.Ct i ug , and becoming sat
Ished WIth res ults, he d.ecided to put 

o~ .a dredge, b~lt ~\'a & faced with gr€lat'l 
dIfficultIes. Sluppll1cr to Okarito h ad 
(){;ased, and t he ~'oad s and track s ' 
Wdre in a bad state. Notwithstanding ! 
all this, MI' R. T. Stewlart wa,s de- I 
1~ e.rm~.le<\ 'and de..,pite all iobst:Lo~s 
and to Illis credit he did succeed not I 

only in erecting thoa dredge, but in 
devi s ing a machine that did the work 
and saved the fine gold . This dred.ae 
is s uc.cessf ul .and will oont1nue to 
win good returns for many ~ars . 

Okarito iii. ag;ain reviving, The 
price of gold has brought many into I 

L~,e d;istrict, and the search and 
r e,'ove ry of the precious metal is giv
ing employme nt to a. number of me n . l 
With better facilities for import ing 
mining machine ry , I ve nture to say ' 
that the Five Mile dredge is just 
the fOI'a runner of .other successful 
dredges in this distri ct. 

During the las t twenty years the 
Government JlllJS improved the main I 
south road from Ross to 'Vehek'a 
erec ted bridges over nearly all ereek~ 
and rivers, and a s a resu'lt of better 
?cces s IUlld qui ck tran~pol't, settlement 
IS. a~vancing rapidly . That very fine 
~l stl'lCt of Wataroa almo !lt doubled 
Its population Ins t year. 

'1'Ih18 improved road access shollld 
b~ lJushed on south to Bruce H'IY 
Inthout unne('es~ary delay. If thi's 
:vere . done', with the hig timber mill-
1I11! mdustry now being ,~tarted in 
:n :1.t di strict, people would be aston
lslled t o see how rnpidly that portion 
of sonth Westland mould d " a vance . 

I Tra vellers ~long t.he main south road ' 
J':ll,ve but lItt le Idea of the valuahle 
countr:\' ootween that road and thp 
sea coast, but the coutry mcntionf'cl 
can on ly be developl?d by a good I 
s::tfe barbour , 

Persons from other parts of the Do~ 
mini:On h a ve been spyi'ng ''I(}ut the 
hllld, and marine engineers , bfter 
thorough investi.gation, are satWsfied 
a harbour al" above mentIoned can 
be malle Ilt Okarito. Consequently fa 
company is now at work on its COll-
strll('tion . 

The re are great fore st s of tim he r 
;'1 thp immedint,e vicinity of Okarito. 
T,I,-e ForeRtry Dep~rtment Ilfter 
R1l1'vey , E' c:t imates 1.300.000,000 feet of 
mjllin!!. timber on the ir reserves fld-

I i ~ cent to the port " f ()k~rit() , while 
there a·r e some 500 ()()(},OOO feet 011 

nl';~ 'rr\L,e propl?rtv. 'T'!nere 'are !"ome 
r.:reat stal1n s of white pine mostly Ofl 

ver" good land . 
When t,he port i~ opened for shin

nill!? again. the ili strict. . with its 
w~.~lth of timber . flnx. gold lllld other 
1T(iner,als , nml it<~ 'lon lv ;une(f'i~ Hed 
~('PIH' 1'V will have .a grea t future. 
Oklll'ito will. n nt. t ,, -d!\y '()r t-n...morro\V, 
hut in ti rr>€ , ilJ. my o!>,inion, O"'''E' . 
1'1 ,., ., i.n hA the princinal port find diQ- j 
tributing t own for Central Wlastland. 

GLACIER l~EGION'S) 

WONDoHL" ",u ~',' >NUW AN D I CE. r 

" Hoary ::.Ulllllll.::' deal' and s~Hnp I 
in ';Jill} lhsLUllCC; ICll'lHwg \.lXpUll ~"ti \ 
::'WOOPl!lg down ill \llute elll \'C<i; lllllk- l 
II JIl W ~ 01c1::. oYt, r1al! Plllg cnalk-uKC I 

C11W;; t he qui\'el'lllg lce u1U::.h ur the! 
f IntlUell 110 110\\, a. Huge \I ill L'.} IJ lilo \\ I 

lIea\'lllg luglt; ncxt tUrquOlse c!e:ts, 
POWd.€lctl ::. ~q, :" heaJlUnJ u~·, :'L'"n1.s or , 
cuba lt; Zlg-z·agli 01 clllcndd aud wlllt e , I 
uuth llCtl uy 11[(1 tgv lleptnb; tl wCSOI1l~ i 
cl'evaslSes; aby::,ulul t,liliUl es; POIsed : 
trans pal C.L1ClL,,; "l'all~lll LeJJ.t sta ll'- I 
WaYli; anu bh,e cllasms fu ll of 11:!i10ct- I 
ing ligIYL ." 'l11 us a wnter In pnnse I 
0 1 t he >:luuthel'll Glaciers . I 

Approxunutely 1()J m iles so uth of I 
. f ' I H O.IutJJill, th{;l'e ale two l'Iv'ers 0 Ice, I 

i ne l ( I'U ll Z J ()~et and J!'ox Ulacier s . 
'J'nese are n wo6ui;;e.d as tho3 faste ::.t I 
mOVl11g a lld lO\\,l'st Iyi ng iu lan d g lu('- 1 
l B l' S 11l t ile lIo rld. l':>ulTou nded by I 
t ropi cal fOI'E'st , hot sprin gs, rivers nnd 
lakes of r emar kable beauty, t hc at-I 
tracti o n of thc,;c U lacien; from a liceuic I 
POlllt uf \'J C II' C:1Il hardly Le surpassed! 
a nywhere 011 the globe. I 

Hoth th'_'se glaciel's a l 'U eusy of ac- i 
cess. I II fn ct, anyone \\ ho ca.n ride 1 
or hi ke cun geL on to the Ice. A, 
very tiw' car- road tus recently h2en! 

I fi nishl?u, Il?udul g to within 300 yards 
I of the termi nal face of Fox Glacier , 

At t J1'3 heaJs of these t.wo glacier s 
there is an area of approximately 
.I.:..~, (K)O acrel-> of IS110W-fidd, possilbiy 
t he nue:-. L Slimmer and winter ski-i llg I 
g rounJ ill th e t l.J lllpcrat e Jwne. I 

T o. illustrate the possi bi lities I 
I fo r sk i-iug ill tll :s distri?t, ll1~ntion I 

m ay be made of the 30 nll ies skI-r un , 
I lIt ~dertnken hl s t August. Stnrt in g ' 

I The PiOJwer Hut ,,-as roachoe d t h at 
evening and the thirt~· miles trip was 

I compll?tpd hy the rUJl down to Chan
cellor Hut the following c1a:- . 

In the"'2 \'ast snow basins 'at U1le , 

11eads of these h'o glac,iers R lmost 
unbroken by rrevasses I?,'en ill Sllmmer 
there is unlimit'2d opportunities for 
begimiers an d <'xperts to indulge in 
the sport of ski-ing. 

There are gent l<' , undulating slOl)'2S 
for beg inners. aHel for the more E'X
perienced skiil?l's there are stiffer 
slopE'S \dlP!'€'- ~ki jumps ('ould be built, 
t hus rompleting the ~ttt~B,~tion of 
t h is district as a winter playground. 

Although i4~e highest mountain is 
12.349ft, a height which is c.onsi(l'?r
ably exceeded in some other count ries, 
i t m llst be remembE'red t hat our sum
mer snow lin e is about 6,000ft, which 
is m uch lO"'er than the line of per
petual snow in other conntries. 

Not far from the site of t,b.e bivouac 
nsed by t he '2 '1rlier pionE'er s in climb
ing on tho 'Vest Coast, Dr 'feichel
m'anll and the Rev. Canon ~ewton, 
there is no,,- e&tabli sheel a comfortabloe 
climbing hil t on the Pion~r ridge 
at an aJtitude of 8,OOOft. This m.arks 
it the h ighest hut in ~ew Zeala nd. 

Out of is'::!ventcen peaks in Kew Zea
l an d eXC'E'E'ding lO,OOOft in hei!Z\llt, no 
fewer than SE'Y~ can be climbed from 
this hut , as well <'8 d ozens of lower 
p'eaks, many over 9000ft . . I 

Stil.1 further south of the glaciers 
mpntlOn ed, thE're lies a great· expUllSC 

of lllountainou~ country. }lost of t hc I 
I'lvers and glacler~ anll vallevs in t h e 
so uth WE're inV'('s tigatE'<l by t.he ' Yest 
Coast explorers , CII'arles Douglas and 
Arthur P. Harper oyer 45 ag-o. With 

the exception of the well-jm own I"Out
es 1.lp the glorious Copland Val-I ley, with its hot springs , t o the H er

m itage and OV'61' the H aa st P ass to 
I .. akc Wanaka, t llis country is prac
tically unknown. However , it affords 
great possibilities to enterprising tram
per s an,d climbers. 
B~th t he Fox .and Tasman Gl,a(:iers 

I fro m Chancell er llut (4,500) 0011 the 
Fox Glac ie r, tho part y proceedHl to 
Pioneer Hut 8()OOft high. The next 
,day ,1' ,<> y \.I, .. w~ndLiu ·Gc)Cl'jCrllOr Col 
(9200ft) , tho higl,est u sed !Jass ill );'cw 

Zealand, on t hp main divide north 
of ~'lt. Gray, at the 1w ao of the Fox 
Glat: i(;l', thellll.J as(C'Jllling hy way of 
Ha,ast Glac·ie l' Lo 'Iai;J1lan Glacicr , 
ma in g t'[lE' ,do la Beche Hut the same 
~yonin!l,. ;I'he r etUl11 trip \I"as mude I 

v.ia Rnclo lf Wa~i cr t o Graltalll Saddle /' 
(8 ,7<6.Jft) tli e nc:e cutting across 
the F r anz .J OSE'f Glacier nl?"(' to New- I '1 

ton P ass (8 ,OOOft,) on the Triad Ri(~ge 
the line of dem ar cation between the 
basi ns of the Frnnz and Fox Glaciers . 

.arc becoming increasingly p opular, as 
. lS shown by t hE' increase in t he number 
I of oversea tour ists each year. Some 

promillent visitors have lO'iven it a s 
their opiniOn t hat neithe; loses any
t ll ing in comparison with Swit7.JCrla.nd 
anu Italy , or with the American glaci
er attractions, while the gorgeous 
w'(' alth d nature's lavishne~ to be 
spen on all sides is in{'omparable wi th 
anyth ing t,hey havt:\ seen: 


