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the spring and early summer, when
the warm nor’-west ra‘ns melt the snow
that has fnllen during the winter, very
severe floods orenr, and the fnee of
the river-enrrent is then wory fasf. Tn
normal times the river dischnrees into
the sea at the rote of ahont fen thon-
sand tons of water ner minnte, hut in
very hasvy finod this amount mav rise
is hich as a quarter of a million tons!

As 1N whe ciase O most New Leaund
rivers, there 1s, at the muuth, a bar
[otmed by the drilt or sand aud shingie
‘up the ¢oast 1rom the south, In nur-
mal tumes thie force of the river-cur-
rent 1s not stroug enougin to Bweep
this material out w sea, and so, untu
the pers were buiit at the mouth,
shingle spits were formed across the
enlriance, and confined tie outlet.
When tne next heavy flood came this
outlet was too small for the huge
volume of water, and so the river broke
through the spit in some other piace,
torming a new exit. Thus the posi-
tion of the river mouth was eonstantly
changing,

1n spite of these troubles many ships
did cross the Lar when the gold dig-
‘pings were at their height, but in
those days the vessels were of light
draught. . Sir John Coode was invited
to Hokitika to give his advice as to
the hest means of improving the port,
and he visited ‘the place in 1879. © By
this time, however, the town was on
the decline, and the revenue of the port
was declining also,

The first task was to fix the harboup
mouth to prevent the constant changes.
There was, however, this difficulty: i
the entrance were too wide the river
would be unable to keep the channel
scoured, whereas if it were too narrow
there wonld be a danger in time of
flood, ' After studying the matter very
elosely, 8ir John Coode decided that
the width should not he mare than six
hundred feet, but he said that this
might be reduced later on if it was
found it coilld be done with safety,
At first the piers were placed more
than six hundred feet apart, but it
has been found that a much less width
is needed even than Sir John Goode
thought, and when jmprovements were
made ahout twelve years age the dis-
tance between the piers was reduced
| to four hundred feet,

' The next trouble was to find g suit-
able maverisl for the piers. No good
| stona wns to be feund close by, so that
| he advised the use of wooden piles. A
'line of hardwood piles from Australia
was driven in, hut at once the marine
Lorer attacked the npiles, which were
soon rotten, and the first storm broke
| them away. It was found that the

"heart timber of rimu procured locally
gave better service.
i The driving-in of this line of piles
| stopped the drift up the coast, ana at
ohice the sea began to encroach on the
| town.  Beveral times the main sfreet
—Revell street—was in danger, About
tén years apo, just after furtiter addi-
tions had been made to the piers, the
I sea, during a heavy storm, swept in
under the shops on the western side,
- and traces of the damage done nj -
I still be seen.  The danger was averted
! by driving in several hnes of piles at
| right angles to the heach, to trap the
meoming waves and coastal currents.
‘I'hese piles: haveé. also trapped the
drifting sand, so that a fine beach has
now been built up.
. Timber, however, is not as durahle
1 water as rock or cement, and trou.e
| has often been ecaused by the rotting
of piles or breakage by heavy seas.
Nor do such walls confine the river-
current o the same extent as stone
walls.  The revenue of the port, how-
ever, ,is too small to allow the Harlbour
Board to embark on any costly scheme,
" As a result of these drawbacks, Grey.
month has taken most of the shipping,
and has hecome the chief nort on the
West, Coost. 1t is likely to remain
so, for coal is more constant in its re-
turns than gold; hut it is possible that
even vet larze poldfields mur Lo cpen-
ed np, snd Hokitika may at some
fiture date reoain a little of hor great
prosperity of the past, .
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COMMUNICATIONS
OF WESTLAND.

T
A DIFFICULT PROBLEM.

BAD ROADS AND NO BRIDGES.

The social and economic progress of
Westland was: necessarily bound up with
the development of communications
with the rest of the colony. At first,
the sen was the sole medium of com-
munication with the dutside world,

Many Shipping Disasters,

In the early dnys of, the rush the
ships to the port were all erowded with
passengers, ‘At one time, in September,
1865, the Alhambra, Egniont, Barwon,
Gothenburg, Manukau, and twenty-five
others were en route to Hokitika. On
September 28th in that year there were
twenty-ong vessels in port, while on one
oecasion in 1866 fifty wvessels were in
port at once.
thirteen vessels attempted to cross the
bar, all being suceessful exeept the last.
The bar was the cause of innumerable
disasters to shipping. A stranger visit-
ing Hokitika for the first time, and not
previously apprised of the unenviable
noforiety which the place had gainad
for itself, would have been struck with
astonishment fit the multitude of wroeks
and remaing of wrecks with which the
beach was ¢overed. From the entrance
to the river to where the Montezuma
had been east high and dry on the
sands the picture was one that could
not be equalled in the colony, and
perhaps not in the world. In one spot
the last remnants of the ‘‘Oak?’’ might
be observed, showing, even then, how
well and. faithfully she must have been
built; further on, a confused mass ot
ruin, & heap of splintered planks and
ribs, marked the place where the “‘Sir
Franeis Drike’ and the ‘Rosella?’’
finally succumbed to the forece of the
waves. Still further on could be seen
the masts of the - ‘‘Titania,’’ and
nearer home, what was left of the
steamship “‘New Zealand’’ supplicd
a_painful reminder of the dangers of
Holitika, Everywlere, from the
water’s edge to the top of the spit,
were scattered portions of the luckless
vessels which had gone to piecces.

Naturally shipping owners looked
round to see how they could minimise
the dangers of the trade which was
bringing them small fortunes, but which
was uncomfortably risky. The
port was indebted to a Victorian
firm for the possession of a tug-boat, a
servicenble and handy eraft—the
‘‘Yarra’’—which was made available
for towing and lightering vessels, Con-
siderable improvements were made in
the harbour accommodation, and the
navigation of the bar became a much
safer proceeding.

The Trans-Alpine Road.

Meanwhile there was much agitation
in Canterbury for the formation of a
road to the Coast. "“‘The Press’’ urged

On . October (Tth, 18635,"

mediately, and pointed out . that the
number of men engaged on the worl,
300, was little more than half the num-
ber that eould profitably be employed in
pushing forward the works more rapid-
Iy, The Canterbury Government, on

producing country as Westland within
its boundaries, quickly completed the
work, which was a great feat of en-
gineering skill. It cost about £ 150,000,
The journey across the Alps was from
Hokitika across the Arahura, and via
Staffordtown up to Jackson’s, thence
through the famous Otira Gorge, over
Arthur's Pass into the Bealey Flat,
fording the Waimakariri and making
the Bealey township and post and tele-

graph station the end of the first day's
Journey. Thence along the bank of the
big river to Cass, and subsequently
over Porter’s Pass to Bpringfield,
whence it beeame an easy and level
road down the Coal Track _through
Courfenay, Yaldhurst, and Riccarton,
into the headquarters of coaching in
Christehureh, Cashel sireet.

‘‘Maccaroni Squash.’’

Outside the main road, the roads on
the Coast were in a very bad econdi-
tion during the early years of the
rushes. Packers found great difficulty
in getting from the beach to the Wai-
mea, a distance of five miles, but
reckoned twelve. Several diggers, un-
fortunate in their search for gold, took
to packing, and amongst others, Charles
L. Money, known as “Charley the
Packer,”” from whose book, ‘‘Knock-
ing About New Zealand,’’ the follow-

ing 18 extracted:—**At +this time
the road from the beach up
to the township, a distance

of twelve miles, passing, as it did, the
whole way through heavy bush and
thick undergrowth, and crossing and
recrossing the creek bed every 100
vards, was in a condition perfectly in-
conceivable by those who have not been
to a great rush on the West Coast dig-
gings in New Zealand. Roots of all
sizes, torn and mangled when small
into a sort of macearoni squash, and
when large remaining a dead hindrance
to both horses and men, caused the mud
ploughed by cattle and pack-horses to
asgsume the appearance of a torrent;
g0 bad was it that the whole distance
was marked by the bones of dead ami-
mals. The price given for the package
of stores was £3 per hundred pounds
for the twelve miles,”’

Telegraph Communication,

In July, 1865, the much-desired and
anxiously-awaited telegraph to Christ-
church was taken seriously in hand
by the Government, and one of the

L local papers remarked ‘“a chance exists

that it may now be completed bafore
the necessity for it has passed away.’
Evidently the possibility of the settle-
ment becoming permanent had not en-
tered the writer’s head. At any rate
on February 6th, 1866, the interpro-
vineial telegraph, connecting the West
Coast with the wvarious capitals and
leading towns of the Middle Island pro-
vinces, was opened to public use, and
various messages were sent from Hoki-
tika to Christchurch, Dunedin, and In-
vercargill. On September 4th, 1868,
telegraph communication between West-
port and Hokitika was established.
The story of the establishment of rail-

way communication with Westland is

the necessity of forming this road im. /|told in another place.
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realising that it had snch a revenue- |
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" PROCLAMATION OF THE
GOLDFIELD.
——-—‘—-—.—
AN HISTORIC EVENT.

Thursday, March 2nd, 1865 —Procla-
mation: Whereas by an Act,of the |
General ‘Assembly, entitled “The Gold |
Fields Aet; 1862, it is enacted that it |

time to time, by Proclamation, to con-
stitute-and appoint any portion of the
Colony to be a (Gold Field under the
| provision of the said Act, and the
limits, of such Gold Field from time
to time to alter as oceasion may re-
quire. . . .

Now, therefore, I, Samuel Bealey,
Superintendent of the Province of Can-
terbury, do hereby, in pursuance of the
power and authority so wested in me
as aforesaid, proclaim that part of the
Province of Canterbury bounded on the

porth by the river Grey and the south- |

ern boundary of the Province of Nel-
son, on the west by the sea, on the
south by- the river Wanganui and a

line drawn from ifs source to the near- |
on

est summit of the snowy range;
the east by the summits of the dividin

range, or Southern Alps, to be a Gol

Field within the meaning of the Act,
to be called ““The West Canterbury
Goldfield,”

Given under my hand and issued
under the Public Seal of the Province
of Christchurch, this second day of
March, One Thousand Iight Hundred

and Sixty-five,
8. BEALEY,
( 4 Superintendent,

HOKITIKA.
; bk 2
NAMING THE STREETS.

25 i
:
The following notes on the street |
nomenclature of Hokitika are taken
from a pamphlet by Mr D. J. Evans, of
Hokitika, whose interest in the early
history of Westland is well known.
The pamphlgt is dedicated to the
honoured memory of the early pioneers
of Westiand :

“Daring and conquering,
not sharing in the Aiterglow.

In the naming of the streets of Hoki-
tika a very happy system was follow-
ed, and the town is honoured indeed
by having in the names of its strects
the closest association with many
splendid ‘men who in their day and
generation were outstanding citizens 1n
the young colony, and whose work in
the various walks of official life was
| of special prominence.
| The main thoroughfare, Revell
 street, was named after William Hor-
ton Revell, who came to Hokitika in
the earliest days as agent for the Pro-
vincial Government of Canterbury, The
short «street off Revell street, known
as Camp stieet, was so called becauss
in the earhest days, hefore the forest
was cleared, the pulice camp was ad-
jacent thereto.

Off Camp street leads Wharf street,
which, as its name impiies, leads to Lhe
whar{ on Gibson's quay. The wharf
in the very cany days was a scene ol
very busy activity, and photography
has preserved for posterity many in-
spiring scenes of the crnw(ied shipping
moored along the wharf.

Theve is another small street now

though

shall ‘be lawful for the Governor from l

in the same locality known as Beach
street, 1ts name is associnted with the
particulur location which
Now it is mainly resudential, but once
it was a busy commercial thoronghfare
with bonds. and warchousos, and ex-
tended much turther down the beach,
for the river in the early days made
its way to sea very much further south.

Gibson’s quay, it is alinost certain,
wiag called aftér Captain Gibson, fhe
then harbourmaster of Lytwelton.

Weld street was one of the four
streews of the town numed after not-
ably prominent polivicians of that
pertiod. It was named atter the lead-
er of the Weld Ministry, Sir Freder-
ich Weld, who was in office in the
stormy days when the seat of Govern-
menitt was rvioved from
Wellington. The Weld Ministry was
defeated on the casting vote of the
Speaker, and was suceeeded by tha
stafford Muiistry.

Bo we have
street accounted for. Sir Edward Wil-
linm Stafford was superintenident ol
the Nelson Province, nnd was twice
Premier of New Zealand within Ehir-
teen years, first for a period of five
years and then for a period of four
vears.

Sewell “ street is another connexion
with a name distinguished in the early
political Iife of the colony—that of Mr
Henry Sewell,

Then as the fourth statesman of the
time we have Sir Wiliam Fitzher-
bert’s name drawn on for ihe strect
(Fitzherbert street), which has be-
come the main thorougifare linking
up the great morth ang great south

roads,

.;-’cxt we have Bealey street, named
after his Honour Samue]l Bealey, who
wis bupermtendent of Canterbury in
1836, when the petition for = the
Borungh or Hokitika was lodged. 7The
petition in point of fact was addressed
w s Honour,

Hall street was obviously named
after him whom so many of thig gener-
ation kuoew later as Sir John Hall,

| When Hokitika was laid out, Hon.
| Johm Hall was a member of the Pro-
vineial Executive, and took a very in-
teresting part in the early fortunes of

Westland. Ultimately SBir John Hall
became Premier of New Zealand,

Brittan street it may be justly as-

| sumed was named after Joseph Brittan,

who was a member of the Eiunterbury
Board of Iducation from June, 1863,
and was identified with educational
matters on the Const.
| appropriately leads to the present site
of the nublic school.

Sale street recalls the most memorable
of nameg ussociated with the birth of
Hokitika—or for the matter of that
with Westland at large, Ha was known
here officially as Warden Sale, but he
was more ofter. dubbed “King” Sale,
for he was a veritable Pooh Bah in
thiose early days, being everything the
town and district needed in the way
of leadership and direction . . 3N
Holkitika is becoming a town of me-
morials, and it is suggested that the
life and work here of George Samuel
Sale is worthy of some rvecognition,
however simple in form that memorial
might be

| this it is very easy to decide was named
after William Rolleston, who.was Pro-
viucial Secretary for Uanterbary  at
the time Hokitika came into: being, .

{ Davie street was called after Mr

Cyrus Davie, who was Commissioner ol
Whaste Lande in. 1866, in the Canter-
bury district. |

Edward Jollie was Provincial Secre- |
tary to Samuel Beuley, Superintendent, |
m 1866, when the petition weént for-
ward from Hokifika asking for the !
municipality. © From this fadt we may
take it Jollie street received its title

Hoffman and Lavingstone sireeis
have not been specialiy nssociated with
any celebrities in those far off days.

And so we pass on to Rolleston street ; .

serves. |

Anckiand to |

|
|
|
|

the name of Stafford |

Brittan street !
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Now comes a group of four streets,
the names or locution of which wul be
huown 1o but rew. The streets ave
Hurper, Dalton, McDermott, and Bes
wick. They are all adjacent to the
liokitika racecourse on the upper side
of Hampden street, hlarper street
abuts the racecourse grounds, Thia
street wag not named aiter the trsg
resident Anglican clergyman as might
Le supposed, but after Charles John
Harper (puesibly a relative of the
clergyman;, who was Commissioner of
the Hakala roud district at the time

| the town of Hokitika was founded.

Beswick street wag doubtless named
after Samuel Beswick, who was the
first coroner of Hokitika, or Joseph
Beswick, who wag Secretary of Publie
Works, The fortner Beswick is favour-
ed, becanse MeDermott street was no
doubt named after Dr, McDermott who
(along with Charles Lloyd Morice) ap-
pears te have been tho first medical
man here to submit hig papers for regis.
tration to Mr Sale, R.M. D. Stuart,
Esq., of Timaru, writes:—*“With refer-
ence to Dalton street, a resident in that
locality, Mr Michael Dalton, had a
hotel in Hampden street. He was n
grand figire of a man. He occasional-
gave akesperean  readings.

was afterwnrdg well known in Reof-
ton."’ -

While referring to the comparatively
unknown streets of the town, there ure
two others, or strictly speaking one,
tor the second sireet has been ofhei-
ally closed now for some time, Haasz
street and ioss street are the two re-
terred to. Both.wers la:d off at angles
in order to facilitate .the driving of
stock through the town., Hbast sureer
no doubt derived its mname from' Sir
Juliug von Haast, scientist and ex-
plorer, after whom so many physical
tehtures in the South Island are named.
Ross street was named after George
Arthur Imilius Ross, who became Pro-
vincial Treasurer in Canterbury when
My Sale resigned in April, 1865, to
take up his work in Hokitika and West-
land generally. Probably the town of
Ross was named alter the sams official.

Tancred street was nawmed
Henry John Taucred, who was appoint-
ed Deputy Superintendent of &nnt.ﬁr-
bury in January, 1866,

Hamilton. strect was so named after
William John Hamilton, Collector of
Customs, Christchurch, Hamilton
dtreet led to the original Customs
Office here, and the earliest photo
graphs show it was not joined to
Revell street as at present.

Hampden, Tudor and Spencer strests
cannot be fitted in with the available
records of public officials of the period
dealt with, but they are evidently the
names of individuals whe were con-
sulerad important enough to be mssoci-
ated with the work in hand,

dfter’

Park street was so called because it |

led the way to the public park of
something like 200 acres, which . the
founders of Hokitika placed on the
outskirts of the town's esstern bound-

ary, and which is now a municipaf en-

dowment. In addition Park. sireet

leads past Whitcombe and Hewitt

squares, each of eleven ncree,
Whitcombe square was named aftor

' Henry Whitcombe, the ill-fated rond

| surveyor, who was drowned - in

the
Teremakau river in 1863,
Howitt square was likewise named
i-after a lost explorer—Charlton. Howitt,
who was drowned in Lake Bronner in
September, 1863,
(ass square wag named after Thomes
| Oass, who wss ‘Gommissioner of, Crown
Lands . in Canterburgs befors Cyrus
Dayie, )




