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FRIZNDS OR FOES?

NEW ZEALAND'S
FEATHERED IMMIGRANTS.

WAE TEEID INTRIDUOTION A
MISTAER ?
IH.

i

i (By J. DRUMMOND.)
: [Corymont.]

THE SMALL BIRDS AS A
COMPANTY.

~a whole, apare from individual species.
. of the information on this point
ie supplied in reply to the eighteenth
1 _-onGtha ciill-cular, ]:rhi.ch if: a8
follows :—‘‘ Generally speaking, have
the introduced birds done more good
$han harm or more harm than geod?
A typical reply is from Wairers, Wai-
rarapa North: * As with most aliens
it wonld be beiter if they had stayed
2t home.” Tlhe game sentiment is ex-
pressed in other words many times.
One correspondant says that the intro-
 duction of Eaglish birds, taking them
together; was ‘‘a terrible mistake.”
Another says: ‘'For goodness sake,
~dou’t make it werse by importing any
moro of them.” A fruit-grower at
Patatahi, Poverly Bay, rofuscs to give
hia views, a6 the space loft in the cir-
eular for the reply to the question is far
too limited to enable him to say all he
wants to say. ' ¥
The Lower* Hutt, in the Wellington
district, is & market gardening centre,
and the following catalogue of a resi-
dent’s grievances, together with his
general sweeping statement, seems to
show that thie emall birds are particu-
larly numerous there:—‘ One acre of
cabbage and cauliflewer plants destroy-
_ed entively last year; vegetable garden
seeds picked out, necessitating netting;
currants entirely eaten up; cannot
ripen one gooseberry ; ies saved
with the greatest diffieulty, by picking
twice daily ; impossible to grow wheat,
quarter-acre. picked absolutely clean
last year; osts pulled out when about
- two inches high,
mble uantities, to allow for destruc-

g

A mass of evidence is bronght for and
‘against the company of small birds us

and have to ml

e treefuls of the best sorts of-'-’l

. plums destroyed.  The destruction. in
L, 18 80 great ss to seriously imﬁer'-_.‘
| fora with eropping arrangemenis, to
bar several valuable lhes, and to reu-
~der gardening, both domestic and mar-
ket simply heartbreaking.”
. At Ellesmere (Canterbury) and Fen-

«dalton, it is impossible to grow barl
WGW it at the right sem?i
Gherwiee the birds will take the whole

-ﬁi@mm in the Lincoln distriet

£o that tho birds' attacks will he
“airly divided. gl A

(Nortlis Canterbury) generally agrea to.
Ea?w thelr Wheat at about the same

“If ome of us had

. an early crop,” a farmer in that die

trict eays, “all the birds would con-
wenlrate their efforts upon it, and

ey would have it eaten up very soon ;
when we act in conesrt, the birds
= their attention over the whole
area, and one farmer does 1ot have to

L bear the whole of the brunt.'

. The replies to the eighteenth ques-
- Bon, in fact, leave no donbt whatever
“that a vast majority of the classes of
_ the community mest intercsted in the !
doinigs of the birds firmly believe that
their introduction was =2 disastrous!
~mietake, that they do immeasurably
more liarm than gocd, and that their
banishment, if it was possible, wonld be
exceedingly desirable. The coneensus
of opinion i¢ expressed in too clear,
‘concise and emphatic o manncr to leave
any shadow of doubt as to the strong
antagomsm folt towards Hunglish birde.

Muny farmers, however, modify their

ion by expressing an apinion

that if the birds could be kept in check

they would be converted from enemies
to frienda.

I cannot help thinking that that is
the proper attitude to adapt. The
binds are far from being altogether bad.
A forgetful generalion may have 2
ehorli memeory, but great services given
m the pest must not be 1gnored when
the hin?s are on their trial.

ESTIMATED DAMAGE.

Attempts have been made to esti-
mate the damage done by the birds
and to placo a value on if. At & ocon-
ference of local bodies held in Christ-
chusch to {;unt;ider tho'bwhhmam of
dealing wit! e nuisance, the damage
was set down at 56 per acre, on culti-
vated land. If the everage throughout
the colony was only half that sum, the
total loss must be enormous, as lasb
year the total area under crope in the
colony was 1,494,722 aeres, 661,926
acres being in grain crops. Besides
that total, there were 17,176 acres in
garden and 27,482 in eor ;

HOW TO KEEP SMALL BIRDS IN
CHECK.

Some of the inguiries were directed
towards ascertaining what stepe have
been taken to keep the birds in check,
and what success has been achicved.

The plan most favoured is the laying
of poisaned grain and the payment for
heads and eggs. This plan seems to have
been fairly effective when combined
action is taken, but it has often failed
where there is lack of combination.
The natural increase is checked by this
means, but there are few instances of
any material diminution in numbers
baving been made. In the orchards
in the North Island the gun is used.
At the Bird Sanctuary on Little Bar-
gier Island, the nests of blackbirds,

| thrushes, sparrows and finches are de-
stroyed when opportunities occur, and
it ie thought that this probably ke ¢
\tha English birds in check on the
| island.

In several districts heads and egps

tribnted free by local authoritics. In
other distriets netting is resorted to.

T.ocal bodies pay for heads, eges
and  young. Mr J. Wolle, a
Lincoln (North Canterbury) far-
mer, states that the eystem of

purchose heas the desived effect to n
great extent, Fle ako informed me
that he was the first to use strychuine
poison in the distriet, having commenc-
od to do eo tweniy-six years ago, and
iie has been poisoning ever eince, with
good results.

A very miscellaneous lot of sungges-
tious are offered as to the best means
of checking the nuisance. A gentle-
man at Temuka has prepared a scheme

viding for logislation to compel all
and-owners to produsce a certain num-
lier of sparrows <uring the winter
months. Several farmers suggest that
long nets, such as bird-catthers use,
conld be hiought into requisition by
capable inen with effect. The Govern-
ment is recammended to give a bonus
for the production of a poson that will
he readily caten by the birds, and one
eorrespondent  thinks  that a benus
ahould be given for the best trap.
There ie a strong feeling in faveur of
tha introduction of English owls, spar-
row hawks and other birde of prey. A
practical observation is that the towns
onght to be compaelled to do more than
al present, as they are breeding nlaces,
from which the birde swarm into the
country districte,  Among the most
novel suggestions are the systematic
employment of armies of small bays
at nesting and the use of electric wires
etretched vound fields of crops, the
wires to be charged with electricity, in
order lo give the birds severe shocks.
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are paid for, and poiconed wheat is dis- |

|

one that is evidently more
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The mest practical scheme, and t'.;l;e
e
than any other, is tharough and sys-
tematic poisoning. The whale opera-
{‘;ion,):l itAls ed, -alwu} l)ql:grgo contm}ﬂedh
tho Agricultural ment, whicl
sgmﬂd'b{; armed with compnlsory pow-
ers, so that it could oompell) all farmers
m one district to act in unison.

PHEASANTS AND QUAIL.

e common pheasent hasianus
colehicus) snd the rinenecked phes-
sant (Phasianis torquatus) have had a
sirangs and eventful histery in this
country.

At first their nocdimatisation was a
notable end almeet an unqualified suc-
cens, . 8l - wherever they
were introduced, increasing very rapid-
ly and rearing healthy and hardy
broods of young. One of the first suc-
cesses was achieved by Sir Frederick
Wekd in 1865, when he established the
commen pheasant in Canterbury. Other
importations inte this province follow-
ed, the Acciimatisation Sosiety brings
ing out fairly large nembers. In 1888
it bred. forty birds and sold them to
members for £2 a pair. - In the tus-
sock-covered land of Canterbury they
thrived specially well, and the large
Cheviot Estate, theu held by the Hen
W. Robimson, was econ stocked with

them. Mr Robinson spared no expenss
in preparing for their reception when
e arra for a consignment, Gup-

plied by the Society. He evected com-
modious aviaries, ordered that all the
cats on the estate should bhe killed
nearly extirpated the wekas, and had
hawks destroyed at the rate of gsix
a day. The society continuned to im-
port pheasants for a considerable time.
It bred abeut 100 birds in a year, and
obtained a fairly good income by eelling
them to tho owners of large estates, It
seeined as if pheasants would. in & few
yeam, spread throughout buth islands
and become thoroughly naturalised.
After this had gone on fof some time,
the birds received a decided check
Their numbers neither increased nor de-
creased. Then they began to decrease
rapidly, and, apparently, almost simul-
taneously in many districte. Their
complete failure, taking the colony as a
whole, is now beyond doubt. In Can-
terbury and other provinces where they
were once exceedingly plentiful they
are never seen at all. “ Once plenti-
ful, but decreasing or disappeared,” aro
the words generally written apainst
them in the circulars,

This result, which is very regrettable
from the sportsman’s point of view, is
attributed to the laying of poissn for
rabbits, to the depredations of stoats,
wossels and wild “cats, to bush fires,
and, in a lessor degree, to the phea- |
enmte’ food supplies being eaten by the |
emaller introduced birds. It is stated
that: the wekas as well as the stoate and |
wensels, eat pheasante’ eggs. The |
birds are decreasing ns rapidly in
districls where there is pﬁnty of
cover, as.in districts where there is
little or mone. The destruction done
by bush fires is shown by the followang
statement from a farmer at Man
Pahiatua, Wellington district: *“When
sowing grass seed after bush fives
seven yeare ago I eame across thou-
sands of nests with the vemains of
eggs and the charred bones of the
pheasants that had been sitting on
them, They were very plentiful here
onee, but now, when one is seen, hall
the town and country is after it to
shoot, it."

In large numbers of cases the de-
crease has been almoest simultameous
with the arrival of stoats and weasels,
wh&chmmtohav;aet about the worki
of extirpation without any unnecessary
delay. A rather striking remark is
made by a farmer st Ruabutini, who
says that there are ouly a few pheas-
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ants in his district now, and these
that are there are “only old cock
birds.”’

The reports” received show that
pheasants new exist in mumbers worth
counting in only the North Iseland, The
Poverty Bay distriet, on the east const
af the North Igland, is the only dis-
trict in which they are reported as
‘ numerous,” and they esem to e
working towards the imterier. In the
fow districts where they are at all
plentiful they are regarded by agricul-
tuists as a thorongh nuisance, A far-
mer at Parua Bay desoribes them as
‘' the greatest ourse settlers have to
contend against.’”” At Hoklanga they
are ‘‘ruination to the farmer and the
gardener.” They destroy yoniyw grass,
pull up maize and eat it, and attack
potatoes, carrots, beans, peas, barley,
wheat, and many kinds of fruit.

A strong- testimony is given agaipst
‘them by Mr W. E. Draper, of Wae-
renga, who clusses them with both
species of introduced’ quail in the fol-
Jjowing condemmation :—

“1 am a large grower of fruit, such
as strawberries, grapes, e, plums
and so on. The ravages committed by
the pheasants and quail are a serious
matter for me. T cannot offer straw-
berries for sale with a piece pecked
out of one side, nor does it snif me
to find the ground, between. the rovs
sprinkled with half-ripe berries hitten
off.. The biids perambulate a row of
vines, aud completely destroy every
| grape on a row five or six chains long.
! When I sow a field of clover the
goil is  soratched and the seed
| oaten, If a stop is not pnt to the
increase of these poesis, no man in his
sober senges will embark on fruit cul-
ture in country districts infested by
them. My opinion is that it is little
better than criminal folly to keep a
close season for these birds, I have
counted twenty-five pheasants on about
one acre of potatoes on the lake side,
and I have put up nineteen on my own
place when traversing a distance of
thirty chains, Up to abont nine years
ago, 1 supplied strawberries up fo the
middle of June. The berries come now,
as before, but they are all destroyed
by the pheasants and the guail, especi-
ally the latter. In former years II
have sold in March, April, and May
from ten to fifteeen hundredweight of
strawberrics, Now they are all de

s -

{ two species of quail introduced,
the swamp quail (Syneeus australis) |
and the Califerninn quail (Callipepla
californica) have heen laerdly' mere
successinl than the pheasants.  They
never incréased eo readily, however,
aud their failure i not so marked.
The Californian quail is still plestiful in
some of the North Island districts,
where farmers write against ite name,
“no good.” At Te Puke, in the Ma-
ketu dietriot, quail “live largely on
clover, taking both the eced and the
young plants in  the bush clearings.
Stoats and weasels, cafs, poison, and
bush fires are their enemies. In re
ard to Californian quail, a farmer at
Ngatimarn says: ‘1 have noticed that
this bied wants fairly large tracts of
land: T6 is also better il the
land s hilly, and broken with
bush “and scrub here and there.
It seems to get on very well on
land where there is planiy of bueh.
On other land it does well for a time,
and then its numbers are decreased, for
what reason I do not know, unless it
I5 on acccunt of the ecats, which, 1
think, are largely to blame.”

A farmer in the Motu distriot, in the
Auokland province, says that guail
need more protection, and ho sugeests
that private owners shauld proclaim
their propertics - private sanctuaries,
and every third year should be a close
one.

THE TWO SWANS!

There i& n very striking contrast be-
tween . the white swan and the black
awan-in respoct to their acelimatien-
tion in New Zealand. The black swan
is near the top of the list of successes,
whila the white swan hes increased
slowly; and with obvious difficulty, and
Thas eometimes guite failed to establish
itself. The black swan, in fuct, has
shown wmiuch greater adapbability than
the other species, whose first attempts
at incubation in Christehureh and other
places were ubterly ineffective. ~

The black swan settled down at once
to ite new conditions. It was introdnc- |
ed into Canterbury partly with the :)lb-
} f destroying watercress in the
m? In a few years the birds had
increased largely, but in 1867 many of
them forsook the Ayon and mude long,
and rather notable migrations to the
wild country on -the West Coast and
to Otago and even Marlborough. Less
than twenty were liberated on :r:he
Avon at first by the Chrisfchurch City
Council. These birds did the work de-
[airéd from them, as they cleared a

pathway through the watercress for the

ctirrent. In 1880 the o os aindreds
of blagk wwans i the Aves and Hals-
well Rivers, as woil us tho Featheote,
ag many ce 500 sometimes being count-
ed on small sreas. They schieved the
same success in  Ofngo, whare about
sixti; were liberated from 1438 o 1870.

Black ewans are now foind in thou-
sands on lukes, estuarizs, and lagoons
in many parts of the colony, from the
extreine north to the far ssuth, They
keop much te the wild regions. 1In
some places they wags a- ly war on
the native dueks, taking their food
supplies from them =and persscuting
them ralentlessiy,

FURTHER INTRODUCTIONS
BUGGESTED.

A rather striking aspect of the in-
| quiries is that there iz mot the same
consensus of opinion against the intro-
duction of more English birds as there
ig against these we hsve already. Fur«
ther introductions sve suggested with
quite a8 much confidence as character-
iwed the first inlwoducticny, forly years

The twenty-eighth question an the
ciroular was: ‘' Do you think that any
othor lngiish birds could be introduc-
ed adventageously? 1f so, state the
#pecies you faveur.” The replies show
that only a few of the correspondents
are opposed to further introductions,
although several sonnd o warning that
English birds sre liable to ekange their

abits on coming to a new Jand and
living under new econditions.

It is very oleer that sentiment must
still be rockoned with, This i¢ shown
by the iac: that many mere votes have
been cast in favour of robin redbresst
than in favour of any other bird that
can bo thought of. e heads the list
of suggested mmportetions of the fu-
tura. Jenny Wren is net very far
down in the liet, and this may be
taken as further evidence that senii-
ment in regard to the hirds of the Qld
Country is not desd. It is expected,
however, that robin rodbreast will be
useful as well as ornamental. The swal-

comes next to the robin, then
several kinds of mertins, then the
plovers, the ewift and the waetail, in
| that order. The cnckoo is a general
| favourite. Other birde named ere the

I

stonechat, shrike, enipe, more lapwings .

and hedgesparrows, “flveatcher, tits,
titmonse,  white-throat, nizhtingsle
(which, by the way, hes only ene vote),
W 1s, etorks, American  fiy-
cateher and  kinghird, seatsucker,
grouse, black cock, partridoe (French
and English), jackdaw, nightjar, wood-
pecker,  whinchat, wheatear, pipit,
wryneel, ¢row and bufcher-bird.

e e
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I supply this list for what it is
worth, and in order to give some in-

dication of the feeling on the eubiect.
The advisability of mt-mduomm
a matter that

e
|8 gone into with t care
l when definite steps in regard to fire
~ ther importations are oon lated,
and it could hardly he diacm eatis.
fgmtm'i_-ly hero. The facts brenght o
light in respect to seclimatisation in
New Zesland. are sufficiantly striking
to be 2 warning acainst thoughtless
action in the fulure, Tt might he ad-
vieable to ferbid the importation of any
{r_mm Formgn hirds wE'rbm:t the sanc-
lon of a commitice of experts, whiec
could be appointed. s T
CONCLUSION.

The inguiry has nof put an end to
the controversy. which is one af those
things that will continue as long as
small hirde and fermers exist, the
lines of demarcation are too faint, and
too hard to define, to enable it to be
said with any certainty that the jn-
troduction of emall hirds into thig
colony was a mistake. The question
rests largely upon specnlative opinion,
and absolute settlement need never he
looked for, '

A great deal of the evidence T have
collected is confusing, and a little of
1t 18 obyiously the outcome of prejndice
and hitter enmity. There is, however,

|| less of this than I expected, For the

most part, the conclusions arrived at by
the hundreds of correspondents who
have returned the cireulars ars hased
npon sctual obeervations extending
over thirty ar forty vears, 1

Many of thore who went to the
tronble of filling in the circulars are in
the advantageous pesifion of having
koown the small hirds both at Home

| and in the colonics, and they are in &

good position to make comparisons, and
note changes that have taken place in
the hirds' hahits. TIn some cases cone
giderable {rouble has been taken, the
dirculars being: accompanied by long
letters. By the ndoption of this evstem
of seeking information men have Leen
reached who would never have imparts
ed their knowledge in any other waw.
Several of the correspondents have
bean good enough
system. They have expressed thair

willingness to supply more detailed -
formation, if desired, and they sngoest

that the system should be extended to

i other subjects that interest the agricul-

turist.

The evidence has been weighed care-
fullv, and in forming conclusions I have
endeavoured to be just to men and
birds alike. The summary of the re-
sults, at any rate, is impartial, and [
think I can elaim that on the promi-
nent pointe of the controversy a eoi-
sensus of expert opinion throughout tha
colony is now placed at the disposal of
all who wish to have it.

I have to thank Mr T. W. Kirk, (Go-
vernment Biologist, for his kindness in
seeing that the ecirenlars were distri-
buted, and in having the replies sent ta
e,

te commend the .




