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- The Great Reaper has gathered in
another old identity and a fine old
‘Hoglish gentleman, in the person of
Joseph Uollyer, a well kuown resident
tof this district and South Westland.
‘The late Mr Collyer was a native of
London, and was now in his 76th year.
He was a Blue Coat Schoo! boy in his
youth, and the old gentleman was rather
proud of his association with the
historical institution. He came to the
colony very young, and has been sn
honest, straight forward colonist during
his long carcer. He wasa very early
arrival in Westland, and in his prime
tosk a prominent part in its poltical
welfare, bemg a member of different
"bodies. including the Westland County
| Council, to which body he wes returned
for the Jackson Bay Riding in 1877.
As Government officer, storekeeper,
fercyman, guide, philosopher and friend,
he was a very notable figure in South
Westland. His generomty was limited
only by his means, and no one ever
‘appealed to Mr Collyer in vain,” He was
the best hearted of men, a fine open-
minded, honest fellow, whose memory
‘will always be cherished for the excel-
lent traits which marked his fine
character. Mr Collyer was a man of
many parts, a yreat lover of musie, and
‘a siaunch churchman, He was the type
of man who made & useful member of
any community, and in his happy com.
bination-of character will be greatly
‘missed by those who were fortunate to
know him. or Collyer held a Com.
mission of the Peace, an honor he well
deserved. A 29 JFo¥
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A Lyell telegram cn Saturday stated a
prospecting party near Lyelf bad struck
a reef of 2 feet of clean stone, showing
gold freely, supposed fo be Mabille's
reef, as a penny was found on the top of
the reef. The Westport News says
Mabille was a surveyor in the Lyell
district abou’ 1872, and reported that
he had made a rich reef discovery within
sight of Lyell. He said he had left a
penny planted on tha reef. Mabille went
to his native country, Italy, for ma.
chinery but the vessel containing it; to-
gether with the discoverer, was lost on
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its way out te the Colony. .
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A PIONEER'’S
STORY.
AR

LONG JOURNEY IN OPEN
BOAT.

PRIVATIONS BY SEA AND LAND.

The headlong rush to the West Coast |

diggings was the oceasion for deeds of
daring which deserve to be regarded in
the annnls of the race, By special re«
| quest, My Samuel Fiddian, one of the
old pioneers, wrote the fullowing ac-
count of his experiences.  The following
is the full text of the letter which is
dated December 14th, 1920, and is now
published for the first time:—

“T am writing o few lines of my es-

i periences on the West Coast, thinking |

| it may be g help to you. 1 may say 1
landed in Melbhourne in 1857, 1 was
twenty years of age at that time, and
I am now in my eighty-fourth year. I
left Melbourne in 1861 and came to
Dunedin to the Gabriel Gully rush. 1
followed' the diggings, leaving the No-

komai, in Otago, with my mite,
Thomas Mecllroy. We came to Ove-

a short time there, when we made up
a party of thirteen to prospect the
coast north of that place. We bonght
a boat that had been builv to carry fle-
wood on Waihola Lake, near Dunedin.
She was bwenty-eight feet long and ten
feet widest part; we fitted out with
sails and provisions, eleven hundred of
flour and othier articles. We left River-
ton at noon on a day in the middle of
January, 1867, and sailed
night., Next morning a northerly sea
sprang up about 10 o'clock, so we land-
ed on Mussel beach, a fow miles south
of Preservation Inlet. Owing to bad
weather, we were bound there soven
days, which we spent prospecting, hut
had rio luck. On the eighth morning,
early, the sea had calmed somewhat, so
we put out thinking to get into Proser-
vation Inlet, but the sea from north
gob very heavy when we got opposite
the entrance. Although wa got two on
each of the five oars we could not gain
an inch, as the wind was by that time
blowing a gale off the land and there
was a heavy northerly sea running.
“‘They were mostly sailormen on
board; one, I must mention, was born in
the Shetland Islands, T think he would
be (6 years of age, and
most of hig life in the North American
fisheries, so I guess lie had some boat
asperietics. W called Tim ihe skippe
We held a consultation, and it was d
ided that there was only one thing v
could do—that was fo run &cross ti
strait to Stewart Island. So we rigge
2 small sail and steered for the island
| We had to run before the sea, which
| zot very beavy and was breaking over

puki, north of Riverton ; we stayed only '

along all |

had spent |

| on,
{ night, the sea still breaking over the

| night, there is danger on the deep.’

It kept one bal
ing hard all the time with a gold dish

the stern of the hoat.

while often two were baling. We were
1l wet through with spray and rain.
By evening we got neat the north end
of the island, which they said was
Smoky Ceve. 1 thought it a terrible-
looking plice. Presently d rkn +s came
We rigeed a small Jogof-mmution
sitil to keep why on the bont. We could
not see the land. It wus a dismal

stern, Then I heard the old skipper
say to himself, “Oh, Pilet, "tis o f arfol

He wns sitting in the bow of the hoat

looking ont for land or rock.  After
some tnurs of dorkness we got near a
lot of vocks,. It was as much as we ;
could do to keep off the rocks with two |
of us at each onr. Presently the skip-
per sald, ‘We're getting into smoother
water” and soon we  bump:sd on a
shingle beael in o bay betwoeen Poter-
gon’s Inlet and Port William, At two
o'clock in the morning, neariy perighed,
we minaged to light a five mnd got
somo hot water. ~ When daylight ap-
peared we shw a homestend. Wa soon
made for it, and when we told onr story
the owner, whose wife was a hall-caste

Red Tndinn, eoun made ns very wel-
come. They were enting fish for mar-
ket, and lind men with two cutters to |
go out fishing on ehares. Two sailing
vessols came intn Port Willinm next
motrninig.  They had lost a lot of their |
‘.mm'. and were three “weeks \\'L‘:ttluzl'-]
wund, !
“One afterpoon we saw them go ont- |
gide, so we made another start.” Our
thirteenth mat said o had had enough
of bonting, so he left us. When going
oub frowm the hay, we saw the rocks we

L were so near o that dismael night when

Providence with the tide took us in and
linded us safely on that beach. Wo |
soon saw the two sailing vessels, who |
had o very iight breeze, We wanted to |
tomnd Puységur Point, but the wind
was not favouiable. So,

after being |

Fout all night,-we got into Chalky Inlet

| able @old.

next forenoon. We were in tliera ten
days prospecting, but did not gel pay-
‘ We lived splendidly on fish |
and birds, which were plentifid. Dur-
ing that time we made two unszuceessiul
attempts to et round Puysegiur Point;
the third time we managed it with
great, diffieulty, and got into Dusky
Sound. We considered” the most diffi-
eult part of aur trip was passed when
we Liad rounded the point. We passed
tho nights in Dusgky. Going right
through, we ciime ont Lo sen at Break-
sen, We were in several othier sounds
or. inlets. We ecame oppnsite the en-
trance to Milford after samdown, We
had been pulling all day, laving no
wind, but lherea there wns a strong
breaze blowing out of the sound, whic
made it a big work with two on each
oar to get in. It took us over two
hotrs, We left next morning with
very smaoll snil, as the wind was still
very strong, When we got clear of the
entrance, there was not p breath of
wind, and we had to pull all the way
Big Bay, That was on my birthday,
March 18th, 1867, and 1 was then
thirty years of age, Next day, with
licht breeze, we sailed to Jackson's
Bay. leaving the following day for the
Hanst river. Captain Turnin!l was th
harbourmaster there then. 1le hoisted
the donger-signal,-so went north of Her-
nett Point. We lay there all night,
dipping our oars to steady the beat.
When daylight eams, we linded in iho
litthe siver, At ncon on the sceond day
we put out again for Haast. Still the

dineer signnl, g0 we steered for Okury

| A Maori (Jack), who lad a gold medal

for saving life on Lake Wakatipu, and
wlo had jist arrived nvarlnnt{_ enme
mit to us i a small dingly, and steer-
ad us in at 10 o'clock at night. Thus

finished the end of our eight weeks' |

hoating,'’

The above: gimple atory’ is typical of
thonsands that micht have Deen re-
covded of the hardships erdured by
those who uncovered the riches of West.
land to the admiring gnze of the world.
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] THE KEA.
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IS HE CARNIVOROUS?
A SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE,

(“Weekly Press and Referee.”)
INTRODUCTION.

w:l‘he Ke:;. ’\Fe;_stor lnotallbﬁis, or mann-
In parrot, s found only in the Middle
Island of New Zealand, where it lives
among the peaks and valleys of the
Southern Alps,
. When discovered by Mr Wm. Mantell
in 1856, the kea’s chief food scemed to
consist of insect larve and berries:
however, as eéarly as 1868 it was sue.
pectod not only of eating meat, hut
of becoming a bird of prey of no mean
order. Rumours were heard to the
effect that the bird attacked and killed
sheep for the sake of the kidney and
the kidney fat, which formed its apecials
elicacies,

The first, recorded instance, which was

runs as follows:—

“I'or the last three years the sheep
belonging to a settlor, Mr Henry Camp-
bell, in the Wanaka district (Otago),
appeared to have been afflicted with a
new kind of disease. The first ap-
‘pearance of this supposed discase is a
patch of raw flesh on the loin of the
sheep, about the size of a man’s hand.
From this, matter continually runs
down the sides, takes the wool com-
pletely off the part it touches, and in
many cases death is the result. At
last a shapherd moticed one of the
mountain parrots sticking to a sheep
and picking at a sore, and the animal
seemed unable to get rid of its tor-
mentor,

“The runholder gave directions to
keep watch on the parrots, when mus
tering on high ground.© The result
has been that during the present sea-
son, when mustering high up on the
ranges near the snow line, they saw
several birds surrounding  a  sheep,
which was freshly bleeding from a
small wonnd on the loin ; on other sheep
were noticed places where the kea had
begun to attack them, small picces of
wool having been picked out.” #

Though this record casts grave sus-
picion on the kea, it dowos not by any
means  absolutely prove that it was
the culprit.

In the first instance, the hird was
only picking at u sore on a sheep’s back,
Just as to-day starlings are commonly
ssen in the same position, and to say |
that this fact proves that the sheep
was killed by the kea, ia putting more
\\gslight on the evidencs than is justifi-
able. |

In the sccond instance, the shepherds
saw seversl kens surrounding (notice,
noh attacking or pecking) a wounded |
shoep, and with the uncertwinty which
existed at that time as to the true
culprit; it might easily have turned out
that some other animal had wounded
tha sheep and the keas had only be(ml
a.trtractec[, by its struggles.

It seems from later investigations
that the sheep had heen killed by the
keas, but the recorid here is only on
circumstantial evidemee, which can
never, by itself, satisfactorily prove a
scientific theory.

In the third instance, these shepherds
jn to the eonelusion, that hecause
tha other ghoep lhiad some woel pulled
out, the keas must hive dane it.

This shows that when men are
anxious to prove a point, almost any-
thing is taken as conclusive evidenes,
even though thera is ot the slightest
reasom for deing s, p

This ensly record, though not con-
clusive, is very important becanse it
points out in what direction the true
sheep killor may be discoverad, it be-
fore taking this supposition as correct
8 Yory austive examination shonld
have heen nrade for seyeral years, to
see if fupther ressarchies confirmed the
evidence of these men, However
h nearly fifty yeuars have e

thoug

sinee the record was first. published,

published in the “Otago Daily Times,” |

there has wot been ons gentane attempt
‘to enguire inte the case, and ”.m“ o
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cotis i grest pity that men of seiet.

iflc standing should publich, in \their

ols, an sueh  pallny evidence, as:
though it were an -nn&huhteﬁb-‘__%roy;
fact, that the kea had beeome not only
carnivorois, but-a bird of prey.
I think I am justified in saying, that
up to 1005, all the litarature that lad
been poblished, steting the kea wak
guilty of the etime, has been giving fo |
e world as a fact a statement which

hog never heen satisfactorily proved.

I there is anything that wants to be
most conclusively proved, it is a scien-
tific fact, and us long as imvestieators
contintie to 1}:jh'l'l'e\‘r|_. as trine, hali-proved
theories, only error amd confusion enn
lie the rosnlt.

As might be expeected from such nn-
satisfactory evidence, later investiga-
tions do not always uphold these hasty
conclusions; jumped at by emly
writers.
| It is rather surprising to find that
| no one questions the weight of the evi-
dence nntil 1900, when Dr. L. Cock-

terbury Philosophical Institute, whila
reafdine a paper “On some little Known
Country in the Waimakariri Distriet”
made the following statement:—

“1 have never seen it (the Kea) aftack
sheep, nor have 1 ever met with anyona,
shepherd, musterer, or mouritaineer traveller,
who has done so; the most that my enguiries |
have elicited is that sheep mro found from
time $o time with holea in their backs. and
:ll:lt l.!.ieu bave besn seen hoyering round

eep,

A vory warm discussion followad, and
from that time, people have been look-
ing into the evidence. The result has
been that are more people who
disbelieve the kea's gnilt to-day than
there wera ten years ago. Dr. Cock-
syne and his supporters ao net stato
that the kea is innocent, but that at
the present time the recorded evidence
is not strong enough to condemn the
Let us glance through the most con-
clusive recorded evidence, and sem on
what grounds the bird's gnilt hanheeu,,

Iate Mx T. H. Potta condomns
ate Mr T. H. Potts condemns
‘the kea from what appears to be hear-
l%ﬁe_\ridma only. He writes:i—
“Through the kind offices of Mr Robert
‘Wilkin, the writer has been greatly as-
sisted with valmable notes, aequired by

sheep farmers, owners of stations,
5 erds, eto.” Unfortunately, My
Potte does not state that any of Lis

informants ever saw a kea at work or
whether the notes were merely the
sheep station rumoiirs, of which & book-
ful eould be collected to-day.

Again, he does not seem to have seen
the hird attacking sheep, bui as his
guarantee, mentions the names of sev-
oral men, but there is nothing to show
that even these men were oye-witnesses,

In 1878 the Hon. D. Menzies writes
a paper on the kea, and is certain of
the E:;'s guilt, but he also does not
give his anthority, which, however, is
evidently some shepherds.

Sir Walter Buller gives a completa
description of the bird, end als an
illustration of a kea attacking a sheep,
but again no eye-wituess is mentioned,
with the exception of a shepherd, who
said that a kea sitacked sonie sheep
while he was driving them. There is
no name given, and so we do not know
who the man was or anything about
him, :

ayne, the retiring president of the Can- |

In 1884 Reisehek wrote an arbicle
giving his actual experience with keas,
but thongh he saw them eating the cars
cases. and also found wool and fat §

their crops, he never saw one attack
a sheep. ¥

Mr C. H. Huddlistone, in 1891, gives
an account of his experience in Kea |
oountry, and condeiins the hird, but
from his own accolnk, ha never saw
the sheep attacked liy one.

In 1804, Mr Taylor White accused
the bird, but yet does not seem to have
heen an eye-witness, but bases his con-
clusions on hearsay, for he says, “One
day m]y brother John came home and
said that he knew what cansed the
holes in the backs ol the sheep. Tt was
dome by the Kea. Nhis surprised me
greatly, but T soon sfferwards had evie
dence of the fact mysell, for wlhen
some of these birds had enoe found out
that blood of the slisep was good for
food, others were mitiated nto the
performance.”

What Mr White and his brother saw,
is not stated, andi§ think that if a
Kea had been seen sltacking a shesp
it wonld be almost vertain to have been |
mentioned i the paper. I have smee
had a letter from _g;r Taylor White,
stating that he hasl pever seen a Kea

ill a sheop. sl

In Febroary, 1006, at a meeting of
runholders, held ai' Oulverden, some
strong remarks. were made abont the
loss of sheep eausal by the Kea, and
the Wellingtom Philusophical Society
was ridiculed for w iniding the state-
ment that at the pit =nt time the re-
corded evidence against the Eea Was|
not sufficient to condemn it. Howeyery
in spite of all their talk, omly one
spealier was réportdd to have seem the
Kea attacking shedp. The rest all
spoke from hearsay. and I have since
received a letter from the reported eye-
witness, stating that the newspaper
had misrepresented his remarks, for he
had never sald any such thing at the
moeting: This meeting was the means
of leading many pevvie to believe in
the Kea's guilt, gnd Wet when the evi-
dence was sifted, not one man saw the
Kea do it. ;

This is the pith of the recorded evi-
dence up to the end of 1905, andimot!
one writer bronght forward a reliable
ingtance where a gleep had been seen
to be attacked and killed by the Kea,

The strongest evidence against the
bird was the cireumstantial, which may
be classed ns follows:— 2

I. Agaiust the Kea—
a. The account of the Wanaka
shepherds.
b. Only wheré Keas were known to
live, were the sheep wounded

after  the Kea's method:

instance of this special kind of

sheap-killimg had been seen.
e. If sheep had been killed, and

the birdy in that place were

shot, the killing at that spot
ceased,

d. Keas had been seen to fly off
the bodies of sheep, and wool
and fat had been found in
their crops. .

e. Some Keas in ocaptivity wonld
eat meat, fat, skins, ete.

This evidence may be sufficient to
‘satisfy the general public, but it is in-
adequate to prove it comclusively as a
scientific faot.

IT.—For the kea— y

a. The lack of recorded eyewit-

nesses.
b. In manyplaces where keas waore

known to live, no sheep had
been Iilled after the kea's
mathod.,

¢. Muny keas in captivity would
not. eat ment, eto.

d. Many of the men who acoused

ching . and they would
wally ‘wish the story to be

helieved. ©

Where thes were unknowm,no |

the bird were paid for extermi=




