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ific standing has ac-
a killing the zheep,
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. It has often been asked, 1f the kea This awful race is continued, ungil, || |
Nat only does the kea eat meat; but| |, CARCASE EATING tloos 80 much damago to the flocks, why | ruised by its numerous falls, ‘uttorly)
tavice it has be acting the can- 3 A 1 s it that so few people have ever seen| | ©“hausted by its death struggles, and |
nibal. : _ At the Si. Louis Exhibition, accord. | thé bird at work? maddéned with pain, the terrified ani-)
Mr J. Morgan writes: “When going ing to Mr Guthrie, the New Zealand ‘This question is satisfactorily answer- mal stumbles to-rite no. mare, and hest ||
: o 'up to the Big Basin, Forks, Mesopo- | Tourist Department represented the ed when we study the habits of the cotiies an easy prey to the kea. 18
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| are ather birds besides these mountain

then this fact
s on the belief

, if the birds,
¢ ‘t;zggﬂy car-

the question, says:—*'It is a strange
thing, for we have nine keas in a cage,
and I can honestly say that they have
had nothing but meat to eat for the
last two years."

Southland :—**The bird (kea) not only

four months, and he seems as lively now

He won't eat much cold fat. He seens |
very fond of raw carrots, and eats
them evary day.”

Dr. L. Cockayne writes as follows :i—
“In the summer of 1897.98, 1 was
comped for some weeks on Arthur's
Pass, at an altitude of 2800 feet. Dur-
ing a part of that time, three keas
lived round the camp, frequently perch-
ing on the beech irees and at times

the basin. Im
BW0O

the fag:‘tiham out as it was rolling down.
I was rather curious to see if they

7 ips to the bottom of
the snow Elr:giisgely b, Tgnh
down on it and started pulling

g0 when

t fuss, and all that rema
I, and. % head

of therr dead mate wus the.

!\I

‘occasion since, though I never imvesti-

| ernnds of hread,”

quarters

inform you that we have a live kea in
the gardens here,
milk, eumar, apples, dock leaves, ete.,
and sings its confinement has pref”.

.a vegetable diet, eating no meat.

ird until I saw it again “‘stripped.”

have seen the came on more than one |

It eats bread and

lgendorf gives me the

Mr C. V. Rides, of the Christchurch

aviary. which shows that these birds
often like both the vegetable and the
meat diets. He says:—“We have two
keas heve, which we have had in a cage
for sbout eighteen months with a
hawk. with which they agres very well.,
Although these birds will and do eat
meat, always preferring the fat and
snet, they are equally fond of all kinds
of fruit, such ss apples, plums, cher-

8t surrounding the kidney i
mal fo die w lingering doath:r ¢ L wni-

From the accounts that I have re-
ceived, this deseription is erroneons, for

the kea does not only eat the kidney

fat, but in many instances the whole

the difficulty is to find a carcase with'

fresh.. In shooting them, before dyi

3}::‘53 gfihzar:ily disgorge, ggpd‘iu thgjlrzlgg-’-
seen over - cent. di

gorged putrid meat.” ot

with sufficient flesh to poison, as they
devenr the sheep com;?loobel;: leaving
nothing but wool and bones, Cases
when I have fonnd sheep partly eaten,
on coming to them next day, T would
pick up as many as twenty-eight dead

b

sheep on the ground was to kill one

and camp near it at night. Often as

imia muldh be shot.”

tom this snd other evidence which 1
have veesivad, there scems little donbt
that the Lirds will eat almost the whole
of fha carcace, and they cortainly do
not “eonfine themselves %o the kidney

at. o L Y ]
P& nalnraily Jeads up fo the ques-
tion as to whether the kea's beak, filthy

most of its work ut night.

Mr Foster, discussing this subject in
(a lotter to me, says:..“I fear, how-
ever, that it will be difficult to obtain

done, too, pretty high up on the ranges,

Mr R. Guthrie, in writing to the
“Timary Herald,” savs :—“Tn gmy opin-
ton the kea, which is of nocturnal
habits, does chiefly all its mischief at
night or on very dull, foggy days, and

Among my numerons correspondents
| over thirty state that they huve seen
thy keas actually attacking sheep.
These witnesses do not consist only of
musterers and shepherds, but in many

| keas do not, as some people think, at-
tack the shéep that are in poor condi-

[ the ground near its quarry, and after
| hopping round for some time. it leaps
on to its prey, usually on the rump.
| If it cannot get a firm grip with its
| feet, the movement of the sheep causes
| it to fall off, but it persists until it has
firmly  perched itself on the sheep’s
back. Then the kea begins its opera-
tions by tearing out the wool with its
powerful heak, and at last gets its

dashed to pieces on t

Some writars thin

work. [

(a hole had been

I had to kill j."

round the sheep,

haustion and fright.”
Mr R. MeKenzie

more than a hundred

a Mmerino wether, perfectly sound. buf
haidl heen ao sevemllv injurt'{l' hy the k&
) i torn in the sheep's
loin, the kidneys were protruding, and
some of the fabt had been eaten) t:h'sE

ning at the tail of tha meb.

writes;—“Seeing
your request ve the kea in the loﬁ
paper, 1 write to say that [ have esen
the kea at wark on the sheep’s back.
The latter was driven frantic® by the
bird’s attack, ran wildly in any end
e\erl direction, eventually maling a
bee line down a steep slope, and, as if
blind, took a “header” over a precipige,

& fan, it leaps over the edee and is-

he ground below.

In this case the kea leaves go its hold
as soon as the sheep hogins to fall, but
follows the unfortunate animal in the

s would eat their dead ms I 4 j the evidence of ¢ itnesses, bec b aatiate tie) % |
al O fat meat | ooing hack, 1 went and saw the bird. carcase is devoured. People who kil the Leas worl? iny‘:h:m:?ight ;ml:;w:g:; descent, fo satisfy its hunger on there, | ‘
e e %h_ﬁ:mnb'df Ieeas were still there kickin the birds by poisoning, state that often early in the morning. . . The work is sult of its labours. ! I

G that many inex-

I'will now give some typieal accounts
from men who have seen the bird af

Mr Don, Finlayson, late of Glene
thorne Station, Canterbury, writes —

e evidendoe T ; late of meat which was put on a plat- eat the.dead sheep, that for the pur- t ' ird’ border lino of Canterhury and Otago, i
& Sy 1o & hole in' the tent, but started pia 4 : 1 silline ; & out aceounts, the bird’s mode of pro- eatys: “While ring s ]
, o vk i inun i v bl || e e e | | e o MR TR b oA v e R g | S i S |
. ol : the ridge pole.” o N ey i ' . O = I or 2X0s oF In numbers, but { ! loi ' : '
| SR G Rt st o[ nd e g0 vl g g | | S Cuperi s The vy ve | il Sheor (h0 e i | e o bk (o) eacal| |
i : ATt S e had a kea on the chain here this last to eat, althong y (WO = P 1 2 a dead and the others share the spoil.  The :ﬂl.ic]:-o\:ould la ﬁ:&

The sheep

=

feet high, and

ling. & the head a enough fleshi on to poison. Wwhere tha musta perienced keas kill sheep in this way) .
£ these | | hones  which were picked oclean, It Mr Guthrie says:fji‘m S IS el s each B;z:ﬂsh?;hg:d é’:rg?g‘ even though they may not have intaﬁb |
«could not have hbeen ole T ki.i]'sttfuﬂ‘;:l 1 that the kea prefers p;‘lrtr;!peg::gei:: o'clock.” $ b ) g i L

an hour since. X | ] | |

i by gotting some | fu grdy on s sat ok wes| | ries, elderberries, groen’ peas, bits of Hwt Qs ot ot oYU boak into the fesh. fjas Cashed to pieces on the rocky and| | |

ding to keep watch, throwt to them, picking bones and so cabbage stumps, ete., not caring for atb does not, sometimes, cause blood The sheep, which for some time has thingly bottom, The kea hung ol | )
gngutuck could r-;llo“ They were Eyc nogmmms friendly wheat or maize, such as the other mﬁmugmdm the wmryxu Imalmuml’ it 2 bedn moving unessily about gives a its prey until the moment ﬂ!E ::fm‘*' i
windings that are ey 2 | partots are fed on.  When dead rats 1 ble oo i soar might jump as the beak pierces the flesh, and tiunate anmimal left terra firm vhen | \

way no forcing

bird would bo need-

I am justified in
as hnman evidenoe
I have conclusively
has not only taken
that it doss astu-
| shieep for the sake
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with one another, one being especially
the ‘cock of the walk,’ and driving
away the others when they came after
food. These particular birds were ex.
tremely tame, and would actually perch
upon the long ends of wood jutting
from our fire."”

Dr Cockayne adds the following to
the above and his other statements
about the kea:—

“All the above is

written from

are put in for the hawk, the keas
never attempt to pull them to pieces.
I do not think that the information
concerning these birds in captivity is
of much value as regards their native
life; I notice that most birds in con-
finement, lose character to a large ex-
tent. Even the wild ducks prefer
cakes and buns to the usual wheat and
maize. ete.”

on:

be sufficient fo canse death.

thrie writing on this gnestion,
says: “I visited the camp daily for some
i newly-killed sleep

almost every day. Some would be lying

down in the camp without any outward
rn of & wound, but on skinning them
ere would be ;ﬂsfot. of bﬂumc% blood
: the spimal cord, Others would be

™ and bleeding fromawonm_io;:‘;

then begins to run wildly about in vain
efforts to rid itself of  its tormentor,
When, however, the sheep finds it cane
not dislodge its enemy, it seems to be-
come terrified by pain and fright, and
rushes blindly about, usually at a high
speed,
Sometimes the sheep tears round the
| flock until it is played out and cowed,
when it sinks to the ground and lies

in the afferndon,.

the time, a

when

the bird relaxed its held but ﬂg;v down,
:llmoah t't‘m thia vers tmckb' of ]it_a prey,
when it was lest to view he writer
and a ehepherd who was ty' ! w.n
Mr Donald Burnett writes:—*It was |

I was mustering in

Bonndary G:I_L‘_li,_.mu Cock Station, at
in hand and was about two chains away,
when @ kea, one of soveral that were

Liere also

mob of sheep

avidence from both wemory, and therefore I do not vouch From what has been said. it can be ‘awollen ety W dmﬁ: e with its neck stretched out, a picture of | H¥itg around, settled on a sheep. The l ;
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pante published, tion, otherwisa they can only be keas do, and others seem to abhor e o a snowdrift, and then it becomes am bird spread out its wings, and as the i
accepted with caution.” ment and keep to a vegetable or in- g, = s easy prey to the relentless hirds. paca bem.r:l?e ", the wings came ﬁo_q 1
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promised {6, ' ¢ gan, J. Melntosh, John MeGregor, A. very contradictory, but I think the ex- it is a get rid of its enemy, rushes madly for- _ .gh"'bh:i' mm‘”g some  distanee |
of a number o Watherston, H. T. Heckler, P. Dun- planation is that all keas have not as: ething vil ward in one direction, usually ‘down -m“’"‘m‘ el O A i
give. mo satish; bar; Without going into the evidence uired the taste for meat, and very inion, pe hill, at a terrific speed, quite oblivions i ; ‘ﬁ v Ao, ‘g'm— ‘Sﬂmﬂ.' ; |
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mﬂiﬂr names said to prove that mamy keas, whether has got the vaste for meat, it is not AT -while holding on and bulancing jtselt was an eye withess and closed the priE I
r. ot A, not wild or tame, will eat meat .and even likely 10 acquire it as long as it has a : with cutstretched wings. . e kmm : - l:dlﬂd T, il
R b relish it. plentiful supply of ordinary food. heep. wh Vuislr-sn::a the sheep strikes a rock op sheap, whi skodon: the il |
- year ma stumbles and rolls over and over down | huol s & L il
isoars; but otherwise quite healthy. & the hill, ealy to get on its feet w ?::hk’d'.‘:f : - ont ’ |



