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I as glad to hear from y ou t snd hope that you ar e 
as fit as I am I could ' t ish you anythi g better~ 

I don ' t k 01 how we st nd as to ge - I am well 0 
I'i my 80th year aytd "still goi g stro gil I m t ha ,kful to say . 
~ Ji~ce getti g our letter I have gone through myoId 

-bOs.:.: 
(!) 

diaries of the time I was with Charlie Douglas - here are some 
points \hich m y help you . 

-x-x-x-x-x-x-x-x- x - x-x-x-x-x-x-

~ ~ Dougl s beg tr vers 1ng in 1873 up the "ari g • fha t 
rt).q is , he used a prismatic compass , chain , aneroid etc a d carried out 

H (ss we did in ' 93 , ' 94 , & 195 ) wh t we called a Ilstep traverse lf
• 

~~ Ist W mE&« measured a base- Ii e of ~ from 20 to 
fJ) ~ ~ 60 ehai s (accordi g to space a.va.ilable) aY1d "tied" to either 
~ ~ 0 low country trig .-or fixed , by ob erva tion , to 4 or 5 ttt'gnometrical 
~ H ~ fixed peaks . 'rom this we c rrl ed our traverse • 1ncidental13 
Q)~ ~when I explored the K rangaroa i 94/95 the first place where I 
.cl Q} could get a b se - line ras at the head of the river - so 1 had to 
~;: .q f i x my bas e-l ine t the e d of my traverse , i stead of at the'"' t rt l 
~~ ::: (Jur traverses ~ere not ch ined - cou try too r:ough-
~ ~ ~ they rere "stepped" or estimated , but checked by D:f:. a systematic 
ori oompass tr1 ngula tio . he re ul t as If ea r s d mmi til e. d 

.p 'g qui te good e ough for such rough country . 
~; Q> 
.p~ F-i 
~ 0 Dougl s bega doing this in 1873 a d until 1879 his 
5': fJ)work was U o:fficial , bu t used th kfully by oberts - I do t ' think 
o ~ bOhe got ny p y for this . But in I879 he w s offici lly cla$ ed 
~ ~ s ' plorerlT at 8 ' ~ - d!! - as I was in 1893 . He did 0 alpi e 

~ H =0 ~ wo rk - had 0 expe rie ce of s 0 a dice , the. t ii8S why 1 was sked 
Ql~ ro 8 to jo bim in 1893 . 
~~fJ)~ 
e~ ~ U} l.ueller e t up r lJat in J / ebry 1885 - by 
g;S U}..q ·.-lIt last year ' s explor tio It he is referri g to Dou las I s reco is -
~ 6~ nce survey of 1883/4 . The map published with 11ueller l s report 
~ tJ::t Q) <D 1s Douglas t s 0 1i ... ueller coulqn t t do much if ny, survey work in the 
.p ~ ~ ~time he was in th valley . ~, , 
~ H fJ).Q He went under Do glas' s 1e d ership , a d there:fD re 
o 0 <J)Hhad all the previous season's tracks available . lIrom myoId 
~ ~ di ries I fi d th t Douglas named Lydia , .he 1rk etc i the 
~~~ "and fixed their positions from the riverll , 

wats. 

In my st tement N. z. ~.J . ro6 n I884 H ould refer to 
the summer of~~~ 83/84 . 

Dou.glas was a "loneH worker . cept HaITY 
Cutta~ce he never had a rell ble mate until he got me - He ofte 
regretted that e had not come together earlier. He was , of 
course , s !lsshib l1 well- born & well educated - very well re d . 

He was a co teous gentleman of the old school in 
the truest sense of the word and had a good desl of co tempt for 
some of the men officially above him in the Department - who got 
the credit {hloh s ould h ve been ~x.~x~ wholly his . 

Re as most PU~tl11ioas about that sort of thi g 
himself - for inst ce when oberts asked him to Sign my report & 
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