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NIAGARA NEWS 

A Clf"BONICL}G OF THE FAj\iOUS BOUNTY. 

For twenty years following the Bounty's departure from Tahiti 
nothing had been heard of her. 

Bligh (who had be en cast adrift from the Bounty) had made a 
second and succesnful tJ:oip to Tahiti for breadfruit, had helped 
to quell the mu.t iny r..-t~ the 'J\l ore, had commanded a ship under Duncan 
at Camperdown, and another at Copenhage tl , when Nelson had con­
gratulated him, 3G.yinS llBliGh, I thank you; you have supported me 
nobly!" He h ad then been made an Admiral, and been appointed 
Governor of New South Wales, where, again as a result of his 
tyrannical and bullying nature he bad become involved in another 
kind of mutiny and been a:"'rested by soldiers of the New South Wales 
Corps, to l earn of his deposition by the C01'lPS and Macartht!tr (a 
famous pioneer), Still there was no clue of the whereabouts of 
Christian (the l eader of tbe Bounty mutineers) and his followers. 
Perhaps they had drifted in the trailless wns tes of the South Pac ific 
or had found a necropolis such as the old Tahitians had spoken of 
when they told English sailors of a grea t sea, studded with scatter­
ed islands, with coral and waving palms that se emed to grow upon an 
the ocean wave. ' 

Then, durin c; t he year 1808. the sam8 year that Bligh suffered 
his mutiny in Sydney, a strange thing ha ppened. An American 
whaler, the Topaz; C O'~ : 1 ,0 need by a Captain Folger, had been blown 
from its course i n t1~ .... f e'.r south ,of the PacifiC, when it stumbled 
across a grim and tr 0 ~;" ~ ;p ous-look:ing island up.on which could , be 
seen a village :; por'e1!,:-,Hl upon ~t procipicQ hundreds of feet above the 
sea. Folger decidod t 11a t the island mus t bo Pitcairn Island, whic; J. 
had been marked down on a chart by its first discoverer, Captain 
Carteret, w_ho wrote that tho island was uninhabited. Being short 
of water, Folger decided to make an at tempt to land, but he was 
frustrated by the terrible surf. Then to the utter amazement of 
all on board the f opaz, a 'man uncannily paddled through the surf 
and hailed them in English. Folger had found the retreat of the 
mutineers. 
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