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THE MASSEYDONIAN STRETCHER 
Motto ... "Always merry and bright." 

No. J. G.\IIIO. 1st 1\1 A Y. 1910 

[noddY a year ap;o we werE: in a Nt:" 
Zealand Mililary Camp: it is Iru!!. shul 
off from homes, but still in New Zealand. 
wi t h just three weeks 10 fhink of wh,lt 
we were about to leol\'e behind. :o. l ay the 
1St. of Ihis year still finds tiS thinking 
about what we ha\'c l~ fI , and, of cou rst'", 
"thde's no harm in thinkillg." Three 
weeks fron' to-day, then. completes our 
first yea r's act ive service as :. Unit, ami 
as ' li s said that the first year or so is 
always the worSI, we propose entering 
the succeeding ones with a certain 
amOllnt of assurauce and preparedness 
following the cxpt:riencc ),{aint'd. 

"'"e lIIust c\pI"CSS reglet at thl! Jd.IY 
;n the p rinting of this issue, which ha ... 
been held back for the ins~rtion of a 
lopecia i supplement giving II brief record 
of the work of the U n it for t he term of 
it s 3('ti\-e service-year ending 22nd May_ 
In the preparation and printing of this 
sup plement there has been one object 
on ly, i.e, to give reade l's (marc especially 
those ill New Ze;lIand, who have intere!;· 
ted themselves in our behalf) II brid, 
concise statement of the WOI k dt)ne, 

It may be saId that Sl1lce 3JrivUlg at 
Port Said on July 1st. last the Unit har, 
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tra\cllt!d slightly over 2000 miles, com· 
plelely established two hospitals (one al 
Pan Said and one ill the Field just 
be h ind the Balkan Front) land recon
structed \.nd fitted out a third hospital 
( lsma ilia)'1 

The SUlIlmary of swlT change,., J.nd 
the list of staff, who have worked with 
the hospital during the year ~hould also 
prove of "ollle interest in showing Iht' 
wear and tear in 1I U nit such as ours for 
that period, It will be noticed from the 
Summary of Staff Changes given that 
the depreciat ion in staff due to casua lt je" 
and ilwal iding a number of members 
dL1rin~ the year. workin~ the figures out 
on the basis of our pre;,elll strength, has 
bcen,-Oflicers 12!4"', and Other Ranks 
26%' -' (These figure!;. do not include 
members transferred 10 halo'" among 
whom were a nUlllber who would 111'0· 
baIJly hI;! invalided to New Zealand). 

WI! cannot spea\.: 100 highly 01 the 
exce llent suppr)rl we havc rt!ccn-ed from 
.1Jl pall~ of New Zealand hOlh ill tht' 
fom1 of ~ifts of mOlle, and In<tlerial, 
and this g reat hdp has been of immense 
assistance to us in iilling 011r fUllclions 
as a Stationary Hosl,ital. 

\Ve commend our Allni"t!rsilry 01 L'lIlt 
cc\itioll to reach:rs, and although our 
posit ion back in the desert forbids 10 a 
cerl.ain extent our making it as polished 
<l.S Wl' sbDllld like, Wle trust th.tl jl~ 
reading may gi\'e thel11 the pictl!>lIre jt 
has given us to prepare. 


