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4 T HE 'IASSEYDONIA~ STRETCHER 

Th~ Unit sailed from Alexand ria on 
the H. J\f. T. S. "l\Iuquette ,. o n Octob e:; r 
19th, 1915. AI the lime of sai lin g th e 
destination was not officially known to 
liS, but it was su rmised to be Sa lOlli b. 
There was a sli ght del ay just outside the 
ha.rbour owing to the steeri ng gear not 
' lcling. It wa s discovered that a sol d ier 
had placed his coat in what he evidcIHiy 
regarded as a convenient cnpboard, bm 
which turned oul to be .a box con taining 
some of the steering apparatus. The 
voyage for the next three days was quile 
uneventful-t ill' sea was cn lm, and the 
cooler wcalher was grea tly a ppreciated 
by ali, after th e hea t of E~YIl I . The 
morning of the 23rd was c;'l lm. and the 
sky slig htly overcast There was a s li l,( ht 
swell owing to wind the prct-ious night. 
Vle were expccthlK to a rri\'c at Salonika 
about 12 o·dock. and pre l):lrations for 
disembarkation were begun ca rly in th e 
morning. 

."- t about 9. 15 when s till 50 mil es or so 
frm Snlonika th e i\iarqudtc was st ruck 
by a lorpedo. The vessel sank rapid lv 
in a period variollsly estimat ed at fronl 
seven to twelve minute s. \Ve were th en 
off Cap Kassall ch a and about the middle 
of th~ g ulf, wbich if: here 40 miles wide, 
and were, tllcrefore, about 20 miles from 
land on either ~ide. 

The incidents of the sinki ng of the 
";\Iarquettc" h,we :llready been fairl y 
a nd fully detailed in a previous l1umber o f 
this paper, and also mure or less correctly 
in variollS letters wdttel! b y sl1rvivorS. 
J need not again trav erse this g rOtlnd 
e xcept to say that of our company we 
lost 36·viz, TO nursing sisters. 18 N.Z.1\I.C. 
men . 4 dut y " B" men attached, a nd 4 
native Egyptians. .", few days later a1l 
rhe nursing sisters a nd others who had 
heen injured or were sick relurllen to 

.·\Ie '\anri ri a. Two officers were ;lIsa selll 
back to secure equipmf'nt to replace Ih.:l.I 
lost. The remainin g: offic..:rs atICl other 
rallks were (tll <l rtered ill Salonika (or a 
day or two, and then under cam·as "t 
Lembet Camp. For th e next fortnight 
Illanyofficers. N. C. O's nnd men of the 
Compa ny were detai led for va ri ous duties 
with medical units in ;l11d ahollt Salonika. 

On November 12th we lOok ovcr the 
site of the .. Casualty Clea ring Station 
\\ ith 200 pa ti ents, and on November 20th 
OUI" new equipment arrived, On Novem­
ber 20th and for th e next three day we 
had a vcry se\'crc hliaard. a nd as our 
hospital was not complete ly constructed, 
and we had a l<lrgc 11umher of patien!:; 
10 dea l with, we fout1d things mthe1· 
difficull. T he wind wa s very st rong and 
the cold seve re-ink <l.nd milk being fro­
zell. Fortunatelv. we were able to secure 
some kerosene heating fOIO \es. which 
added grt:atl y to the comfort of the pat­
ients. During Ollf stay in S;llonika we 
had three 01' rour more of the blizza rds, 
but none so severe as this first one. In 
the intervals hetwee n these hlizzards the 
weather was rea ll y very good, with bri~ht 
'ill1l11Y days a nd vcry little rain. The 
construction ,mel improving ot the hos pit. 
al camp wasa continuous process during 
OUl" stav in Sa lonika . A road was made 
111) the hill, o n which it was situated; the 
p<1lh>; \'cre grave lled-a very necessary 
Jlrocedu re, as after any rain or snow the 
c1:lY formed a rnudof ext raordinary teun­
ci ty; a tlrge portahle hilt wa s pUI up for 
a 11 X-ray room; a telephone was conncct­
ed; water laid on; and shortly beforc we 
left a compound was built for the nursing 
siste l·s we were expect in g to come. How­
eve r. although a ll pr~pa ration s were made 
fo r thei r reception the Unit left Salonika 
before they arrived. 

We had numerOus \'isils from hostile 
aircraft, including- a Zeppe lin. A s a pro­
tection against tht>se a large red cross 
was painted on the ~rot1nd 011 either side 
o f the Camp; also, the tents were painteri 
with mud to render them less distinglli "h­
a b Ie to :lirera ft: la ter. dugouts were Illad~ . 

During our stay of four and a h:llf 
months at Salonika we had almost 4000 
patients in hospital , and ha ve Iud as 
man y as 700 at one time. 

TH E "ASSEYOONL4.N STRETCHER. 5 

\\ c mel with many cases of medical 
int;>rest, s uch as Frostbite, Trl!Jlch foot , 
Tre nch fever (includin g: french SllIn), 
T re nch Nephritis, and other condi ti o!!s 
1I0t frequently met with il\ civi l p ractice. 

When we first arri ved in Sa lonika therl' 
was naturally snmeconfusio n- theGreeks 
were mob ili se! 1 there The streets in 
S110nikil are narrow and paved with 
cobble stones. Tile Ja rgf' numbers o f 
tro IPS of different nationalities and u;ti­
forrlls, and the quantity of th e t ransport, 
v.uying rrom the pack I)on y of the Greeks 
to the mechan ica l transport and g Ull S of 
the French and Britis h,crowding through 
the narrow cobble paved streets of the 
taWil, aud along a roa d fill ed with iar!.{e 
Il oiesand knee deep in mucl out to Lemb~t 
C:llnp-made a s lrikin t: pict nre. Bllt it 
wa s not long before the conditions w 're 
tot tllychanged-th e roads were improvt'd 
be\ ond recognition, traffic was regulated 
properly. field telephones laid down, ancl 
th e whol e orga'li za ti on workin g smooth­
ly .md efficie nt ly. The city of Salonika 
is, of cou rse, of g reat interest. Unfortun­
atd y, we wcre unable to seclIre an y 
dece nt gui debook o r reliable guide, Latcr, 
howevf"r, this defect was very efficiently 
suppl ied by one of the Padres, who join­
ed liS. Attached to us in Sa lordka were 
th c.,.Sani tary Section, ... \iohiie Patholo-
gical Laboratory and ... :\loIl1Ie H ygienic 
L a bolatory. Thrse Cnit s greatly faJ;ti­
italCd our work. 

It was with ~reat regret that we left 
Salouika. During ollr s tay th ere we 
fnrll1ed an integ ra l part of an army in 
the Field, and had see n the whol e sys tem 
develop around us from confusion to 
(apparentl y) pcrfection. We had made 
Ilnll y friends. and havin g been there 
frolll the ea rliest days of the occupation, 
took a peculiar interest in the growth 
and development of the situation. H ow­
ever, as the notice g h 'ell us to leave waf' 
short, and appa rently urgent, th e expecM 
tat iun of ~etting to scenes of g reater 
activity mitigated to some exte ut uur 
regrets :11 lea \ ing. We were relieved 
by ... StationnIT H ospita l, and embarked 
on the II. \J.H S. " Lanfra nc" (which had 
!In·ught that U,1 il !lp) on \Iarch 6th. \\" e 
arnvcd at POrt Said after an Ull cven t t" ttl 
trip on l\Jarch 9th 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
OF THE HOSPITAL. 

By "BIBLlQUE," 

rhe Colonel is thine on ly Boss; 
thou shalt ha\'e no other Colonel 
but him. 

But thou shalt make unto tll\'scH 
UlallV graven ima~(~s of officers anc! 
starr offic-ers whunl thou shah 
usually tind in the cities and ill 
q uiet places: thou shall s land up 
apd sa lut e them, for th l! O.c., thy 
bos ~ , will be COlllllel led to visit with 
field Ilunishment untO the {st 1\1Ic1 

2nd degrec on those that sa lu te 1I0t. 

Tho u sha h not ta ke the na me of the 
Adjuta nt in vain. for the O.C. will 
not hold him gui ltl ess who tJ.kdh 
the Adjutant's name in va in. 

Remember thou s ha lt 1I0t rest on 
the Sabb Ilh D,IY, Six d ,IYS sha lt 
thou labour " nd the seventh day is 
the day when thou sha lt labour 
tt:nfolt1; all it thou shalt do all 
m:! Illler of work. 

Honour the N.C.O.'s that thy days 
may be long in the land of the 
D('sert. 

Thou !;halt not bring any liquor 
into camp, neither :>h.IiL thou ,.1I0w 
iutr)xication to gel into th y legs. 

Thou shah 
than twO 
breakfast. 

lI()t chlllber for more 
pieces of bacon ror 

8. Thou shalt not stca l, or at any rat e, 
not be found Out . 

9. ThOll shalt not 1)ear false ~itness 
in the O rd \!rJy Room. 

10, Thall shall not CO\'(:t a position in 
the Q,M.'s fOlore; ncitller shalt thou 
cove l the rations of the Q.M.'s starT. 
their bakshees h, nor <Illy other 
thing that is beyond thy reach, 
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