
The forty-seven petitioners prayed as follows:-

"TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR OF 
NEW ZEALAND 

"In the matter of the Town District Act 1881 and all other 
Acts affecting the same. 

"THE PE1'ITION f tl d' within th D' . ? le un. ~rslgned householders resident 
SHEWET~ t~t~lCt m the .petltIOn more particularly described 
R d ~ ~t a. meetmg held at Sumner in the Heathcote 
th~a Co~~:dop~~~C~~~I!~~ Pro;~nciil District of Canterbury in 
thousand eight hundred and ~ight~_~~~~nth day of January one 

scri~~Il s~o~~ ~SpLVEdD. that the area ~r I?istrict herein de-
. e orme mto a Town Dlstnct under and b 

vIrtue. of t~~ above Act and which said area or District will b~ 
fully Idef.1tlfied by the description following (that is to say)
commencmg at the south eastern corner of the Rural Section 
N~d 744 t?ence north westerly along the south west boundary of 
~al sectIOn to. the south western corner' thereof thence north 
easterly .followmg the western boundaries of said Section 744 
and 144 to the .south east corner of Section 20722 thenc'e north 
r:~terl~ f~Ji~w3mg the south west boundaries of Secti.ons 20722 

an to the s.outh western c.orner .of Secti.on 20723 
the~ce nor~hea~terly ~.ong the north west boundary .of same 
~ectl.on t.o Its p.omt of mtersecti.on :with the s.outh b.oundar of 
...,ect.IOn 418 thence westerly f.ollowmg said s.outh bounda y .of 
seftIOn 418 t.o the s.outh-west c.orner there.of thenc'e south ~est
er y al.ong the s.outh east boundary .of Secti.on 158 to the south 
east c.orner the.re.of th.ence westerly and al.ong the s.outh west 
b.oundary of saId SectIOn 158 to the s.outh west c.orner there f 
th~nce n.orth e~sterly al.ong its north western boundary t.o °a 
pomt there.on mtersected by the s.outh west .of Secti.on 410 
then~e n.orth ~esterly al.ong the said south west b.ounda .of 
SectIOn 410 t.o Its south west c.orner thence s.outh westerly ~.ong 
the. south eas~ern b~undary .of Secti.on 261 to the s.outheastern 
corner .of that sectlO~ thence n.orth westerly al.ong the south 
west boundary .of SectIOn 261 t.o the s,.outh western c.orner there.of 
thence n.orth easterly t.o the s.outh eastern c.orner .of secti.on 262 
thence north westerly al.ong the s.outh west boundary of Secti.on 
262 to the s.outh wester~ c.orner there.of thence n.ortherly s.outh
erly and eas~erly follo~mg the r.oad f.orming the n.orthern boun
dary .of SectIOn .309, 1~8, 418, and No.2 and along the road .or 
f.oreshor~ b?undI?g sa~a Section No. 2 on the north and north
east t? Its JUnctIOn WIth the base of the hills thence southerly 
f.ollo:wmg the road f.orming the easternmost boundary of said 
SectIOns 2 and 144 t.o the north boundary .of said Secti.on 144 
thence al.ong that boundary to the north east c.orner .of Secti.on 
2.04 thence ~ou~h we.sterlJ: along the south east boundary of Sec
hon 204 t.o It~ JunctlOn wIth the Lyttelton and Sunmer Road and 
~hence f.ollowmg that road to the commencing p.oint as the -am 
IS sh.own c.oloured green .on the plan hereunt.o annexed~ and

e 

marked "A." 
1~ 

"YOUR PETITIONERS theref.ore pray: 

"(1) That the area .or District herein defined may be formed 
int.o a T.own District by virtue .of the Town Districts 
Act 1881 and all other Acts effecting the same. 

"(2) That the name or Title of the said District shall be The 
Sumner Town District and that .of the B.oard the 
Sumner Town Board. 

" (3) That y.our Excellency will declare five as the number 
.of C.ommissioners t.o c.onstitute the pr.oposed T.own 
Board. 

"( 4) That the first election f.or the said T.own Board shall 
be fixed f.or as early a date as possible and that such 
election shall take place at the Sumner sch.o.olroom 
within the said District. 

" (5) That the first meeting of the pmposed Town B.oard may 
be fixed t.o take place as so.on after the first election 
as circumstances will permit and that such B.oard h.old 
their first meeting in the mid schoolr.o.om and at the 
h.our ,of 7.30 p.m. 

"(6) That your Excellency will be pleased to appoint Ge.orge 
Leslie Lee .of Av.onside, near Christchurch, Esquire, to 
be Returning Officer under the said Act and to carry 
.out the preliminary provisions of the said Act. (Mr 
Lee was app.ointed Returning Officer on 15th February, 
1883) . 

"AND YOUR PETITIONERS will ever pray." 

• On the 30th Juanary, 1883, the petition was forwarded to 
the C.olonial Secretary through H. Wynn-Williams, the mem1;>er 
f.or the District, and on the 15th of February of that year, VIde 
Gazett~ 1883, page 200, Sumner was constituted a Town District. 

At the first election any householder in the district was 
qualified to act as a Commissioner, but in respect .of subsequent 
elections Secti.on 16 of the Town Board's Act 1881 provided that 
"N.o person shall be qualified to be elected a Commissioner un
less he shall be rated for the purposes .of this Act at an annual 
rental .of ten pounds at least." 

Secti.on 17 dealt with the qualification of an elect.or and 
Secti.on 18 contained the foll.owing interesting provisions:
"Every elector shall be entitled t.o vote at every electi.on .of C.om
missioners according t.o the f.ollowing scale that is to say: (a) 
1£ his rateable property whether in .one or more tenements IS 
valued .on the Valuation Roll at less than fifty pounds he shall 
have one v.ote. (b) If such property is so valued at not less 
than fifty, but less than .one hundred pounds he shall have two 
votes. (c) 1£ such property is valued at not less than one hun
dred but less than one hundred and fifty pounds he shall have 
three votes. (d) If such pr.operty is valued at n.ot less than one 
hundred and fifty pounds but less than three hundred ~nd fifty 
pounds he shall have four votes,. (e) If such property IS valued 
at three hundred and fLfty pounds and upwards he shall have 
five v.otes." The first meeting of the newly elected Board was held on 
Tuesday the 20th day of March, 1883, i!1 the Sumner scho?l :.o.om 
at 7.30 p.m. Present at the meetmg were: CommIssIoner 
Wiggins Wheeler, Graham, Duckworth, and Hayward. ' . 
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