
Z
027
.493838
ST St. Martins

PUBLIC LIBRARY

.~

CANTERBURY

PUBLIC liBRARY

REFERENCE DEPARTMENT

CHR .3T C H U R C H. 1 ~.Z.



Members of

Original Committee

Still Serving

1948

CANTERBURY

PUBLIC 1I BRARY

REFERENce DEPARTMENT
CHRISTCHURCH, N .Z.

M RS. A. j\ I. EX,\1<I>ER

M R. F. H OLl. ANU

M R. ) . E. [0 1<ES, J.I'.

MRS. F. H OLl. A1<UNe.M Z!tA.\et-J. G.1\~-1'~

&n C~']. ~31=r\~ ~

CHRISTCHURCH CITY COUNCIL

CANTERBURY PUBUC LIBRARY
h
i'

, I

"



· '. " . ~ . :., a
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~BOliT the end of 1923 Mr. J. E. [ones convened a

'meeting of the residen ts of St. Marti ns, with a view to applying

to the City Co uncil for a hall for th e d istr ict. At th at meeting it

was dec ided to send a request to the Co uncil pointi ng out that at '

that tim e there was no place in the distri ct to hold meetings or

functions of any descriptio n . T he reply received from th e Co uncil

was to the effect that whi lst they could not see the ir way clear to

build a hall , they suggested that if we wo uld secur e a suitab le site

they wo uld conside r bui lding a Library for the district. '

A fu rth er meeting of the residents was th erefore called, at wh ich

it was decided to form a Resident s' Association, and fro m which a

committee was formed to deal with the q uestion of th e suggestion

as received fro m th e Co unci l. In the meantime we were glad to

accep t the hospitali ty of Mr. W . Manning of Wilson s Road for his

packing shed which he had to clear out and furnis h with seat ing

accommodation for about th irty people each month.

T he Co mm ittee decided tha t th e only suitable site avai lable was

at the corne r of Wilsons Road and W ades Road whi ch could be

cut up in to three sectio ns, one for th e L ibrar y, one to be sold, and

th e cent re section to be held for a hall at some fut ure date. T he

q uestio n of fina nce was overcome by severa l members advancing

the necessary amo unt of £ 100 to pay the deposit on the site. T his

sum was d uly returned when two of th e sections we re sold.

W ith the building of the L ibrary assure d a public meetin g of

in tend ing subscribers was held in the Churc h of E ng lan d School

roo_m on Monday, Oc tober 18th, 1926, for th e purpose of electing a

Li brary Comm ittee. There was a very good atte ndance, Mr. C. V .

H arvey presiding, and Messrs . E . P arl an e and T. Tillyshort of the
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Addi ngton Publi c Library being present by invitation. The fol

lowing were elected members of the first comm ittee : Mesdames

Gi bson, Alexa nd er, Holland , Cherry, Young, Empson, Steel, Brow n

and H ew inson ; Misses M uir, Bartram , T hornpson (2), Che rry ;

Messrs. Bart ram, [ones, Hol land, Harg reaves, Ale xand er, Hi ll,

Ca mp bell, C rocker, Barker, Yntes, H arv ey, Young, and [oh nsione.

From the above the followi ng officers were elected: Pr esident , M r.

J. E. Jon es; Secreta ry, Mr. F. Holland; Treasurer, Mr. D. W .

Bart ram; Trustees, Messrs. D . W . Bartram, F . Holland; Buyer ,

M r. A . H . Joh nston e.

At thi s meeting the Com mittee formed them selves into pairs to

canvas the distri ct to enr oll subscribers, and collect ~ ubscr i pt io ns in

advance to enable us to purchase new books, etc. Believe me, lad ies

and gentleme n, th ey did a gr eat job, and man y donations of books

and furnit ure ," etc., were received from residents an d business firms

in the city for which we were very grateful. As a resu lt of the

canvas by the Co m mittee we enrolled 161 subsc ribers and \~.ith the

pu rchase and do nat ion of books, we were able to open our

Library with 739 books. At th is ju ncture ' I wish to express our

tha nk s to Messrs . E . Parlane and T. Ti llyshort for their valuab le

assista nce, as they both came to my home on several nights and

helped in the cataloguing of the 739 books. A ll those who have had

anyt hing to do with the star ting of a library wi l] un derstan d the

amo unt of wo rk that this entailed .

T he official openi ng of the Libra ry too k place on Sat urday,

Februa ry 5th, 1927, by H is Worship the Mayor, Rev. ] . K. Archer,

who was accompanied by the followi ng Co unc illors : E . H . A ndrews,

W . E. Leadley, Mrs. McCombes, O . Anderson, W . Ca rey, T. Butter

field, and H . T. A rmstrong, M.P. Mr. J. E . [ones, P resident of the

Committee, after extending a warm welcome to His Worship the
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first year our membership had g rown to 273, an increase of 112,

and the tota l number of books on the shelves was 1 ,~51 , an inc rease

of 1,112. The Library accounts showed a credit bala nce of £2 4s. l l d.

In 1933 it was necessary to erect furt her exte nsions so the Co mmittee

took it upon them selves to carry out the wor k at the cost of £510;

the work being done by Mr. ]. E. l an es and Mr. A. Hill, whi ch we

think is worthy of notice. The cost of the orig ina l portion was

£ 1,100.
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The cost of all the floor cover ings, new fixtures, chi m ney and

fireplace, and minor altera tions have all been borne by the Co m

mittee without an y appea l to the City Co uncil for help. F rom those

early days stead y progr ess has been mad e in the number of sub

scribers and books purchased . Our membership to-day is 7GO

subscribers and we have over 20,000 books, 78 volumes of ationa l

Geograp hic Magazines, 35 volumes of the British Geographic

Magazin e, 40 volumes of Punch and 32 miscellan eous magazin es.

It is with regr et that we have to report that six members of the

original Committee hav e passed on, one outstanding member being

Mr. A. Alexande r wh o was our bu yer for fifteen years. On e and all

we app reciate the very valuab le services he rendered . It is also

worth y of note that there are five of the 1927 Co m mittee who sti ll

tak e a very active part in the Librar y with the same Pr esiden t and

Secretary over the twenty-one year s.

T he first general meeting of subscribers to the Library was held

in the Librar y, Thursday, February l Oth, 1927, the following offi cers

heing elected : Patron, Hi s W orship the Mayor , Rev. ]. K . Archer :

Presiden t, Mr .]. E. [ones: Treasur er, Mr. D . 'V\T . Bartram ; Secretar y,

Mr. F . H olland; Audi tor s, Mr s. ] . Empson and Mr. G . Hargr eaves;

Trustees, Messrs. D. W. Bartram and C. V. Harvey; Buyers, Messrs.

A. H . ]ohnstone and D . C. N eave; Vice-Presidents , Mr. H. T.

A rmst rong , M.P., Co uncillors W . E. Leadl ey, and O. W. Anderson ,

Messrs. J. Seott , ] . Young, and ]. Godda rd ; Co m mittee : Mesdam es

A. Alexande r, E. G ibson, F . H olland, ]. Young, L~ Schurnacher,

R . ]. Thompson , C. Baker, and Miss ]. Thompson, Messrs. A.

A lexander, T. T hompson, D . Cumpbell, F. Sm ith, L. Schumacher ,

E. G ibson, E. C. Street, H . R. Bak er , L. Yates, W : Manning, ].

Young, and W . Bark er.

Mayor, Councillors and friend s, gave a brief outline on the work

done by the Co mmittee, poin ting out that the Librar y Fund was

sta rt ing off with a cred it balance of £3 9s. Id. The Librar y as built

being 35 x 20 feet, wo uld hold about 4,000 books . H e also stressed

the need for a hall as well as a Library for the distr ict.
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The first year of the Lib rar y was nat urally a very busy one for

most of us were new to librar y work, and it was necessary for us

to raise fund s for furn ishings, etc., by various means. Before we

could run euchre evenings, it was first necessary to build tab les and

forms, and then to bu ild a shed at the side of the Library to house

the same . It is very in terestin g to look back to the early card

evenings before we had the gas and conveniences, wh en two of the

memb ers would be deputed to boil water outside in kerosene tin s

for suppe r. It shows the very fine spirit which existed . O ne very

successfu l effort resu lted in a credit balance of £46 4s. lOd., this was

used to procure suitable linoleum for the Library. At the end of the
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