and cress, to keep up the supply of small salading. But transplanting, although
applicable to autumn sown plants of cabbages, cauliflowers, lettuce and spinach
for spring use, nOW embraces a wider range, and includes gooseberries, currants,
apples, pears, cherries, and other fruit trees, as well as many sorts of forest trees
and evergreen shrubs; for it is a well established fact in gardening, that all
sorts of trees which are planted when just shedding their %en\"es. at once re-
establish themselves, and make much better growth during the following sum-
mer than spring-planted ones. Wherever, therefore, fruit and forest tree plant-
ing is contemplated, every effort should be made to get as much of it done this
month as possible.

The season for commencing winter pruning has now arrived, as indicated by
the falling leaves of gooseberries and currants. In performing this operation,
first divest the bush of all suckers; for these are generally gross unfruitful
shoots, which only mar the symmetry and vigour of the bush.

The young wood must be thoroughly cleared out from the centre, and the
side shoots kept at least six inches apart, so that when the bush is pruned
it should present the form of a spacious cup; this mode of pruning being best
adapted to admit a sufficiency of light and air, two essential elements in the pro-
duction of large, high-flavored fruit.

In pruning raspberries, first divest them of last year’sfruit-bearing wood, then
reduce the shoots of the past summer to not more than from three to five of the
strongest young canes to each plant, and these may be shortened to one-fourth
of their length, and securely tied to a strong stake, or against an espalier rail,
which is a secure and excellent mode of traming both raspberries and currants.

Carrots, parsnips, salsafy, and scorzonera roots may now be lifted and stored
in dry sand; and the land on which they were grown may be thrown up in
ridges, to expose the greatest extent of surface to the beneficial influence of rain,
sun, and air.

Dress sea-kale beds with a good sprinkling of salt, and a covering of stable
manure; first removing the decayed leaves, and stirring the surface of the bed
a few inches in depth.

Clear away also the ripened haulm of asparagus, first loosening the surface,
and then dressing the bed with eight or ten inches of fresh seaweed ; or, in the
absence of this, give a heavy dressing of salt, and then cover with six inches of
well-rotted stable manure, for both sea-kale and asparagus are well-known to
luxuriate mostly in soils highly impregnated with saline substances.

Rhubarb beds should now be cleaned and heavily manured ; for this vegetable,
if grown in perfection, requires a much more rich and moist soil than is usually
allowed to it.

Globe artichokes may now have their decaying stems and leaves cut away, the
surface loosened with a fork, and the ground around strewn with litter, to pro-
tect their roots from the injury they are likely to sustain from the frost.

Herbaceous plants which have done blooming will now require to be trimmed ;
decaying annuals removed; fuchsias, geraniums, verbenas, and other similar
plants will now require to be protected. The planting of bulbous roots may be
commenced, and the flower borders neatly dug, to give them a freshness of
appearance pleasing to the eye, and which will in some small degree compensate
for the absence of floral display.

Deciduous trees and shrubs which have fully completed their growth and
perfectly matured their young wood to its extremity, and from which the yellow
Jeaves of autumn are beginning to fall, may now be very suceessfully trans-
planted, for early autumn planting is invariably the most successful, for the
descending sap of trees enables them at once to form new roots and establish
themselves ready to start into a growth in spring not unfrequently as luxuriant
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as that which is obtained from trees which have been one whole season
established.

The gaiety of the greenhouse will now be nearly over for the season, most of
the old established geraniums, fuchsias, verbenas and others of a similar class
may now be closely pruned in, and transferred to smaller pots by having the
ball of earth reduced, and their roots reasonably trimed ; a dry atmosphere may
be maintained with a free circulation of air every fine day, and watering at the
roots will not now be required more than once a week ; under this treatment the
plants will almost entirely rest from growth for two months, being thereby
better fitted to start into a vigorous growth in spring.

Vineries should have an abundance of air every dry day to thoroughly ripen
the young wood of the vines, and thus fit them for the important operation of
careful pruning, for the proper performance of which—see next month,

JUNE.
In Winter, awful Thou ! with clouds and storms
Around Thee thrown, tempest o’er tempest roll’d,
Majestic darkness! . . . .—THOMSON.

Winter Weather—Pruning and Transplanting—Apples, Pears, Plums, &e.~
Planting of Forest Trees, Fvergreens, and Ornamental Shrubs, Thorns,
Privets, &c—Native Shrubs— Planting—Onions, FEschalots, Garlic—
Regulation of Beds—Manwre—Wood-Ashes Rhubarb—Asparagus Beds
Salt Dressing—Plant Bulbous Flower Roots, Anemones, Ranunculus,
Lily of the Valley, §e.—Pruning Vines.

Gloomy days, frequent rains, occasional frosts, and now and then a well-known
« southerly burster” are significant symptoms of the return of winter. These,
however, are quietly borne with, because, when compared with our recollections
of an English winter, the corresponding season here appears of comparatively
short duration ; and, besides, has the redeeming merit of affording an oceasional
beautiful day.

Seed sowing is now entirely suspended, but suitable weather will afford oppor-
tunities to continue pruning and transplanting; for now is the season for
pruning all sorts of apples, pears, plums, and other fruit trees, the young wood
of which should be shortened back one-third of its length, and all the weaker
shoots spurred in, removing every branch which either crosses another, or seems
to interfere with the symmetrical form of the tree. Excessive pruning, however
which new comers are too apt to indulge in, ought not to be allowed ; for severe
pruning only fills a vigorous tree with a rush of young wood instead of fruit
thus proving that pre-acquired home ideas of pruning are too often, in New
Zealand, very much at fault. ;

. The transplanting of all sorts of fruit trees may be continued, and the present
is also a suitable season for the planting of all sorts of forest trees, evergreens
and ornamental shrubs, and also for thorns, privets, sweet-briar; andb othexi
plants suitable for hedges, as well as such of the native shrubs and trees as are
known to bear removal. These are all best transplanted at this season; for
(]}l“ days. a moist atmosphere, and occasional rains, may be all regarde,d as
circumstances favourable to successful transplanting.

Now is a suitable season to commence planting eschalots, garlic, and potato, or
underground onions, first manuring and digging the ground, then laying it off
in beds four feet in width, with four rows in the bed, and from seven tté) nine
ll:lL‘h(‘s from set to set. The bed may then be topped off with a thin covering of
“ood-.nshes—a' material in which all bulbous roots, whether useful or ornamental
seem to luxuriate, )




