
sanitary reform has been introduced with the best results, and it is a cause of
eon O'ratulation that th e inhabitants are becoming fully alive to the dangers
atte"nding th e neglect of th e public health.

Th e Council had a Ratepay ers' Roll form ed during the year, but owing to
some sligh t technical imperfection , th ey have been obhged to set it aside and
ap ply to th e Provincial Council for further powers, which have lately been
obt ained. The rental of rat eabl e property in Christchurch may now be set down
at about £90,000 per annum; th e number of houses about 800; and the popu.
la tion about 6,000. When th ese figures are considered in connection with the
fac t that eleven year s ago Christchurch was not, and that since that tim e the
city has men without the aid of adventitious circumstances, we may well con-
gratulate ourselves on the result.

Lyttelton, in the hands of a similar co~oration, although in a more imprae,
tica ble situat ion, has also been wonderfully tered for the better. The demolition
of u~ghtlJ buildings, and tlichtroduction of asI' a l l e pavement, with th e
cha nges effecred"by the progress of works connected w illi he railway, are th e
m ost pr omin ent featured of thi s improvement. The se operations have stimu­
lat ed private ent erprise in an extraordinary degree. In Christchurch, buildmgs
hav e been erected , and are going up on every side. Among the most noticeable
of these may be mentioned the new Music Hall, a commodious brick building,
cap able of containing about 600 people; the Mechanics' Institute, a large and
h andsome edifice; the 'Times' buildings; one or two new hotels; the Bank
01 Australasia; and numerou s other unfinished buildings, in which more durable
materials me superseding, to a great extent, the use of timber. A new hospital
at Lyttelton, and a gaol , lunatic asylum, and immigrants' barracks at Christ.
church, have been , or arc in the course of being added to the public buildings
of the province, The towns of Kaiapoi in the north and Timuru ill the south
partake of the benefits derived from general prosperltv. The customs returns of
the latter port show an extraordinary increase in local and foreign trade. An
imperfect syst em of landing and shipping cargo has hitherto greatly retarded
the progress of this important outlet for the produce of the southern portion
of th e province, but the Government having lately taken the direction of th e
port into its own hands, and organized an efficient Iighterage staff, the best
re sults may be anticipated. Rangiora and Oxford, towns in the north, though
little heard of as yet , ar c silently rising into importance, and other villages
scat tered over th e province are laying the foundations of future greatness.

Th e opening out of th e back country has been diligently prosecuted. The
Great South Road has been formed and metalled throughout th e greater part of
it s length. Experim ents made at the Rakaia, have clearly demonstrated th e
practicability of bridgin~ that great barrier to the flow of traffic from the south.
Fe rr ies hav e been established on some of the rivers fed by th e lakes in the remote
Jllackenzie Country. A contract is in hand for blasting a road along th e north
bank of th e 'Waitaki, so as to open up a dray track to th e Hakateramea.

In the North of the Province still more important results hav e been attained.
Th e permanent line of Road to th e Hurunui, through th e Weka pass, is nearly
completed, and will soon be open for traffic. A large gang of men, principally
immigrants, lat ely arrived from Lancashire, are now employed constructing a
road to the 'Vest Coast, from the 'Waikari plains t<l the Teremakau, the only
praeticabl e route to th e riv er Gr ey. In connection \\;th this road is the melan.
c!lOlyhistory of th e drowning of its projector, and two men under his direction,
in Lake Brunner, noticed at length elsewhere. The Oxford Road has been fOrllled
and metalled. Drains have been constructed on an extensive scale in the Ran·
giora and Papanui swamp s, and are doing their work satisfactorily. Several
bridges have bcen thrown across the Waimakariri, onc of which, an iron bridge"
over the north branch of the river near Woodford's mill, is worthy of notice, as
bcing the first iron girder bridge in the colony. White's bridge, a. private
spcculation, occupying the site of Felton's ferry, has been erected and opened,

andi . a very creditable. work, ;All the principal, and man)" braneh roads have
n improved and maintained ~n t~e highest sta te of repmr. But th e improve.

ments which hav~ been <;ll'ected ill this ~epartment are so numerous as to prevent
a more than passlllg notice of the most important,

Mr. Dobson~ reB!gned th e office of Provincial Engineer, finding it impo ssible
to fulfil the duties 01 tha t office and at th e same time prop erly superintend
th e ~wny works. l\lr. J?obson ~ been so lon~ connected with th e provin ce,
t!;at It IS,not easy t? reconcile the mmd to th e nohon of his sudde n withdrawal.
li!, m!ill ill the provmee, ill or out of office, has been more int imately connected
With Its progress; not one has had an equa l. amount of work thr ust upon him.
H e has deserved well of th e pro,:,!ce as a fai thful effieient servan t. It is to bc
hoped that hIS pre~t office (Railway Engineer) will be more profitable and
I s onerous than hISlast.

Th e Lyttelton .",!d Christchurch Rail~ay, before ~'hich all other works et
~dertaken, sink mt!' .compar atIve u.mmportanee, IS beinz pu shed forw~rd
with un expected rapidity, The portion of th e line exten~ing from Christ­
church to Ferrym ead IS,a~ the time of writing, n early compl et ed. Locomotives
carnages, a~d ot~er. workmg plant ar~ on th e 8POt ; a !roods.shed at tbe Christ~
church t~rmmus IS m cO,urse of erectIon; a depot at Forrymead is finished ' a
commodious and well-built wharf, furnished with approved appliances tor ih
...ecephon and ~elivery of eargo is also completed, and th e workin of the line
,or !hree ye~?fils s~cured by lease to l\l essrs. llolmes and ce. whosegwell.known
tl~smess qu ifications guarantee a sueeessful and satisfactory management of'
. ': en0!1nous ,traffic which must soon pass over it. So that before this Almanac
IS.in, Clr.cuIChOIl, unl ess ~ome ~fores,een accident should prevent it, the first
ral \~ay m anter~ury WIll b~ m active operation, and th e countr at Inr
r~pI?g the firstfrlllts?f a provident foresight, which, in the midst of in~umerable
~\[.~I~~e::..fJpyecb~atth,ve obstacles , could boldly plan, and ?kilfully execute wha~
T' e very corner stone of our pro sperity Th .M h
full~~~ I~~vaneing wit~ amazing rapidity. Th e main driv~ has ~een :~d~\i~:
over 1..,60 ;~:e T~e~tI!'k 'If ~ very small porti on-for a length of eonsiderably
tunnet are neariv co~pl~tedill~~gS t~rolughjhehsoft ground at both ends of the
masonry, above 'this hei ht the:a\\ 10 e 0 .t e work , below !uil level is of
'Portland cement. At t!c Heath ps andd arch arc built of ,b~lekwork ,set in
excellent quality manufactur d eo e en alone, nearly a million of bricks of
in this work. i 'here have be:n ttn the spot by th e contractors, ~ve been nsed
ventilation, &c., but th e work has ~:tb~e~ut;~oel rumours o~ flooding, '~'ant .of
c0I:rmeneement by t~e pres ent contractors. At Pl:: {;teit~~n!~ed ~~~hsu:ee Itj
a t ge area of land ISbemg reeovered from th e sea With th e earth th , ~ beinr
eu away to form the site of the proposed new Cust om House. a . 18 omg

A Commission appointed b th di .
r~~~~nofef:': best ~::s ~ ~bvi:tini"~~~nm~~tt~:ri~1i£~~lf;U:~~hh~::
iner easing am~!tro~f fo~ei equate W arfafe ~cc~mmodation for th e rapidl
important information has be~ etn~oloma shipping at Lyttelton. l\fnel
water jetties recommended th d Cl. ,an~ one of two plans for ext ensive deep­
outlay; th ey have.j , e a ophon of either of whieh will involve a very large
the most eminen~' :;:~e:t::;n~,Je~~e~hi~~rr.ed t~ England for the ~ecisio~ of
and most pre ssing want will be . can e ,I.'roeured. The nnmedlRte
two existing wharves one of whf ~~me '!' easul'Cmoddied by th e extension of tlw
addit ions to th e latte: are fm.tun ~ liS pnvate prop erty, an~ th e materials for the
inconveniences now experienced at~e~ ~n ,the 8potb· Shn°me s~ght alleviation of thc
Th' ' le me, mny c a ost llllmediately expected .

e El ectrIC Telegraph has been wo k' , h ' ,.tmction in June 1861 It h b [ lig WIt out mt ermlsslOn since its eon ·
!ew, and ?t'ineaieulabie benefit t:~~e I'll y ?uccessful in a c0ll';lIlercial point of
ngland, tor its extension to Otago /ubh~, 'lA larg,e plant IS now due from

, w lere "lllll ar actIOn has been taken by the


