Provincial Government in conjunct ;on with that of Southland, so that we may
reasonably expect to be in communication, by wire, with the extreme southern
point of this island before the expiration of another year.

The scientific researches of Dr. Haast, the Provincial Geologist, have been
conducted with considerable success. Another pr-.\vtic:\blv pass to the West
Coast has been discovered by him at the south of the Province, and although no
payable gold-field was found, very valuable additions have been made to the
mineralogical and topographical knowledge of the Province.

The exploration of the remote back country in this province has ever been
attended with incredible difficulty, but 41l within the last year no actual loss of
Tifo has occurred. We have at last been called upon to pay our quota to the
fearful contribution exacted of the pioneers of civilization from time immemorial,
In the early part of May, Mr. W hitcombe, Road Surveyor, after having pene-
trated to the West Coast from the gorge of the Rakaia, was unfortunately
drowned in attempting to cross the River Teremakau, to which imprudent step
he was driven by impending starvation, after having suffered and successfully
,ccome hardships and dangers innumerable. The simple and affecting
rrative published by his surviving companion, Jacob Louper, surpasses in
melancholy interest the most labored productions of fiction. To the trite but
true statement that his loss is universally deplored, may be added the distressing
fact that a large family is left to lament their bereavement. Material sympathy
has been extended to his widow and children by the Government, as the only
means of recognizing the claims of those thus helplessly cast upon the world.
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And the mournful record ends not here : another, and, if possible, still more
dismal calamity remains to be chronicled. Mpy. Charlton Howitt, a near relative
of the gentleman whose name is well known through his connection with the
Burke and Wills tragedy in Australia, accompanied by two men named Robert
Little and Henry Mullis, started on the 27th June from the place where they
had been encamped while cutting a track to the Teremakau, and they have
never been seen since. It is known that they attempted to cross Lake Brunner
3n a very small canoe, made by themselves, and, which, not rising more than three
nches out of the water, could be easily capsized, and, as neither of them could
swim, the cause of their death is beyond dispute. The melancholy news was
brourht to Christchurch by James Hammett, the only survivor, who, providen-
tially for himself, was selected to remain at the encampment till the return of
his ill-fated companions. He appears to have done all in his power to_discover
them or their remains, but beyond the swag of Howitt, which he found washed
ashore, no further traces of their dreadful fate have been gained.

The Chamber of Commerce has removed its place of meeting from Lyttelton
to Christchurch. To this association, now becoming an important engine in the
direction of public affairs, we owe many beneficial suggestions, which in most
jnstances have been carried out with advantage. The style of this body has been
altered to “The Canterbury Chamber of Commerce.”

The new Police Force, organized at the close of 1862, under the able super-
intendence of Commissioner Shearman, has now attained an efficiency, com-
pleteness of equipment, and respectability of appearance, unsurpassed in any part
of her Majesty’s dominions.

The Christchurch Volunteer Fire Brigade has also been remodelled, and although
fortunately they have not yet been called upon to prove the excellency of their
discipline, there can be no doubt that in case of need great benefit will be derived

vom their well trained exertions. In connection with this subject may be noted
that a Steam Fire Engine has been ordered from England, towards the cost of
which £230 has been contributed by the Provincial Government, £250 by the
Chuistehurch City Council, and the balance required to make up a sum of £1,100
will be raised by private contributions.

The « Kowai Coal Company,” from the formation of which great things were
expected, has, as yet, given no sign, and may be eonsidered to be practically
defunct. s

A « Philosophical Institute® has also been rather ostentatiously inaugurated
but their proceedings have been conserved with such jealous care, that we fu‘é
unable to give any account of them here. :

A Provineial Investment and Loan Society, called the New Zealand Loan
nn_tl Trust Company, established under the auspices of a very influential co;n-
mittee, including many of the principal New Zealand settlers resident in Eng-
land, has commenced operations. 3

The Bank of New Zealand has made a rapid advance in the amount of its
busnu\\\*: According to the figures published, it stands only second to the Union
B_ank of Australia. The shares of the Bank of New Zealand at the beginning
of the year were quoted on the London stock Exchange, and comm;ma(‘d the
v:ryfugh figure of 4 premium. This, on the £5 share, 1s equal to £180 for £100
SLOCK.

The Bank of New South Wales and the Union Bank of Australia, are doing a
highly ]lllUI';HI\'v business, and all three have established agencies iulthev outl\'ri‘n‘r
fowns of the Province. The Bank of Austrs vis building oxtensi\‘c/ oremis f-’
in Christchurch, and will soon be open for business. A i

At the close of 1862, the New Zealand Insurance Company published its half:
yearly account, showing a very satisfactory state of affairs. The di\‘ikiend (lt‘lclu' '-l
was at the rate of 10 per cent., and the prospects of the Company most )\‘<)nﬁ3i (u('
A considerable amount of business in coasting risks is now done in thl\‘l Pro -_‘U‘,.:-
and several claims for losses have been met with laudable I)l'x»1n1>tit1i<1\:. gEy
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]’Tllw :llp:\(h_v evinced in the administration of the affairs of the Church of
ing un(‘._h:n given place to a more progressive spirit; an agitation for the pr
wision of increased church ¢ jor e i detennibation &

eased church accommodation, has resulted in the determination to

proceed as soon as possible with the erection of the Cathedral in Christchurch.
8 >

lnnl:.l\' tﬂ,‘l‘ .\\’]m‘-h._ by Mr. Gilbert Scott, the well known architect, have been in
e «‘ .mm'l time, A subseription list, opened at the close of 1862, showed
x nn] a ““1’“1‘ 11‘»1 11!.< initiation, the very large guaranteed sum of £11 ();)O 3 sincé
en the total has been increased very 1 : 1 e ok .
1 I S vy eonsiderably, so that if we have i
y : * ; 1n Y e bly, s £ 3 not In 4
tlilrolmh]l' [llvitk .llyndgr_\lmvunl metropolitan chureh, the fault will not lay witl:
people. To relieve the immediate pressure, additional i ing g
t e. b ! itional services are being give
» ' { " S 'he 7 1 1 i o
:.;‘ t‘l.l(l“r‘\h.\{ll;(ln{_{ ::111111LI\L>. ’Ilhl new h.\hl\:c Hall is temporarily uppohned?lilnm‘
s on Sundays, and steps have been taken tc re t
) R g f o procure two Clergyme:
from England, in addition to the present establishment alt (‘Lu-i<tchurcl€hr‘ e

The Wesleyan Methodists have a numer connection in this Province,—to
rovide for their increasing necessities, a new ar 1 commodious place of worshi
P 8 : € NC p snip,
18 about to be erected. : g g

Immigration, stim ¢

o , stimulated by v ar Vi

B e oot G b3 ]‘ ery large sums of money voted for that purpose

e - rovnoal & kal, s seen carried on with extraordinary spirit. Towards

= ‘1 f the year, the almost simultaneous arrival of a number of shi
eighted with immigrants, caused considers * oifiers

Qe i i aused considerable embarassment to the officers

e i 1eir reception ; but arrangements have since been made to prevent

f nfusion. The Government Commissioners in England have taken the

management of the assisted emi i i
nt ssisted emigration to this Province r rshm;
agent, retaining power of selection S

In the e of of ret; s, th t f ( terk t th f
n the absence of official returr 8, € population o anterpury a e end o
'SP.pﬁ(Il] ber, may be roughl stimated 22,000 wing T f over
oughly est ed at 2 ,00 , sk
raln showl an increase of ove:
B000 during t )\(‘ resent Yyear. As a natural consequence, the statisties of crime
4 Py . v > . N
show a corres QD(LU.I.S increase. Theinconvenient crow dmn' of prisoners confined




