
'Provincial Government in conjunction with that of Soutblan d, 80 that we may
reasonably expect to be in communication, by wire, with th e ext reme southern
point.of this island before th e espiration of another year .

Th e scientific researehes of Dr. Haast, the Provincial Geologist, have been
conducted with considerable success. Another practicable pass to the 'Vest
Coast has been discovered by him at th e south of th e Province, and although no
l'"yable gold.field was found , very valuable additions have been made to the
mineralogical and topographical knowledge of the Province.

The esploration of the rcmote back country in this province has ever been
'att ended with incredible difficulty, but till within the last year no actual loss of
life has occurr ed. " ,.e hav e at last been called upon to pay our ').uota to the
fearful contribution exacted of the pioneers of civilization from time [mmemorial,
In th e early par t of )[ay, )[r. " 'hitcombe, Road Surveyor, afte r having pene­
tra ted to th e \Vest Coast from the gorge of the Rakaia, was unfortunately
drowned in attempting to cross the River Teremakau, to which imp rudent step
b e was driven by impendin~ starvation, after having suffered and successfully
ove"eome hardships ami dange rs inn umerable. The simple ami affecting
n arrative publi shed by his survivin~ companion, J acob Louper, surpasses in
melancholy interest th e most labored productions of fiction. To th e trite but
true statement that his loss is universally deplored, may be added the distr essing
fact that a large family is left to lament the ir bereavement . Mat erial sympath y
.h as been ext ended to his widow and children by the Governme nt, as th e only
means of recognizing the claims of those thus helplessly cast upon the world .

And th e mournful record ends not here : another, and , if possible, still more
t1ismal calamity rema ins to be chronicled. Mr. Charlton H owitt, a near relative
of the gentleman whose name is well kn own through his conn ection with the
Burke and \Vills tra~edy in Australia, accompani ed by two men nam ed Robert
Littl e and lIenry Mulli s, started on the 27th J une from the place where they

, had been eneam!?e,l while cutting a track to the Teremakau, and th ey have
ne ,..er been seen smce. It is known th at they attempted to cross Lake Brunner

-...in a very small canoe, made by themse lves, and, which, not rising more th an three
neh es out of th e water, could be easily capsized, and , as neither of them could

. swim, th e cause of th eir death is beyond dispute. The melancholy news was
brought to Christchurch by J ames lIammett, the only surv ivor, who, providen.
tially for himself, was selected to remain at the encampment till th e return of
Lis ill-fated companions. H e appears to have done all in his power to discover
them or their remain s, but beyond the swag of lIowitt, which he found washed
ashore, no further traces of their dreadful fate have been gained.

Th e Chamber of Commerce has removed its place of meeting from Lyt telton
to Christchurch. To thi s association, now becoming an important engine in the
ilil'ection of public affairs, we owe many bencficial suggestions, which in most
.instances have been carried out with advantage. The style of this body has been

. altered to "The Canterbury Chamber of Commerce."
The new Police Force , organized at the close of 1862, unde r the able super.

-.. Intendenco of Commissioner Shearman, has now attained an efficiency, com­
l, lcleness of equipm ent, and respectability of appearance, unsurpassed in any part
.of her Majesty's dominions.

The Christchureh Volunt eer Fire Brigade hnsalso been remodelled, and although
'fortunately they have not yet been called upon to prove the excellency of their
discipline, th ere can be no doubt that in ellSe of need great benefit will be deri. ed
from their well trained esertions. In connection with thi s subject may be noted
that a Steam Fire E ngine has been ordered from E ngland, towards the cost of
which £ 230 has been contributed by th e Provincial Governm ent, £250 by the
Christehurch City Council, and the balanc e required to make up a sum of £1,100
will be raised by private contributions.

The" Kowai Coal Company," from the formation of which great thin gs were
e peeted, has, as yet, gtyen no SIgn, and may be considered to be practically
defunct .

.-\ " Philosophical Institute" has also been rather ostentatiously inaugurated,
but tbeir p~dmgs have been conserved with such jealous care, that we arc
unable to gtye any account of them here.

.\. Provincial Investment and Loan Society, called the New Zealand Loan
an.d Tru~t Company, established und er the auspices of a verv influential eom­
nnttee, including many of t~e principal New Zealand sett lers"resident in Eng­
land , has commenced operations.

'1!'e Bank of N?w Zenland has made a rapid advance in the amount of its
bUSIDCSS. According to the figures published, it stands only second to th e Union
Bank of Australia. The shares of the Dank of New Zealand at the be innin...
of the .yew; were quoted 0'.' the Lo~don stock Exchange, and comman~ed th~
vcry high figure of 4 premIUm. This, on the £5 share, 18 equal to £ 180 for £ 100
st ock,

.TI,e Bank c! New:South \ Vales and the Union Dank of Aust ralia, arc doin rr u
11I~h ly lucrat ive business, and all three have established usrcncies in th e outl yi n
.""'e·nh. ?f thhe Province.. The Bank of Austrnlasia is build~g extens ive premise~
m riste urch, and will soon be open for business.

. "\t ~he close of 18~2, the New ~ealand I nsurance Company publi shed its half­
) earl) account , showing aver)' satisfactory state of aflairs. The dividend declared
" as atylCrate of 10 per eent.! and ~he pro~pects of the Compa n most romisine.
A cO~IS11~erable.amount of business III coastmg risks is now don! in thi;Provin ':
and several cluims for losses have been met with laudable promptitude. cc,

r TIle dP~thy ?vinced in th e admini stration of the affairs of th e Church of
.:~H anf" 'a:' ~vdn place to a more pr.ogressil·e spirit; an agi ta tion for th e pro­

" IOn 0 ~ClCtuse chill'~h ace?mmodatlOn, has resulted in the determination

p~~~l eJo~w~~f" . byp~::~b~i1~;~~ ~c~t~~e~:I~nw~~~:o~~tl:~,i:ei~C~~~t~~:e)~
ant ror some time A subscription r t d h 'within a month of its initiation th . ISl, opene at t e close of 1862, showed,

h
I

' e \ cry arge guaranteed sum of £ 11 000 .
ien t e tot~ has been increased wry considerab ly so that if ha'. ; ts'!'ce

reasonable t nifi . . ' we \ e no ID a

~et~~o~~i~t:J;~1~~f::ei~~~~~fZJ~~~~If~~~~}:li:~::~\~~~~n~~a:~~;~
of worship on Sundap and steps have been t k t ran y appoint a place
from England, in additi~n to the present establisi,,:;,~n~!trru:ri:te~:c~!erg~'II1en
T~e \Vesleyan :llethodists have a numerous connection ' his .

provb" le for their increasing necessities, a new and eommodi~t pla 1'rofn nee'-h'to
IS a out to be erected. ce 0 wors lp,

I mmigra tion, stimulated by very lar fby the Provincial Council h b g.e ~ums? money voted for that purpose
he close of the year the ~1m~=; c!'rI'''i: on WIth e".traordinary spirit . Towards

fr~ighted with immi' ants sun u .aneous arriva l of a n umber of ships
e~a~g~d with their re!ptiOl;; ~~~s:,Ir:~~;::e~~bl~ ,:m~arassment to the officers
SImIlar confusion. The Governm C ~ .s a\ e .sm~e been made to prevent
management of the a.ssisted emig~~t\onO~m;::o~ers .m E nglllnd have tllkcn th e
agent, retaining power of selection. 0 rovmcc. :lIt. Marshman, th e

in the absence of official ret " th I 'Septemb~r, mllYbe roughl :;";';;ated ~~p~"atlOn of C":,,terbu ':f at th e cnd of
3000 dW"lllg the present eIr A ~~,()()O, shomng an merease of over
show a eorrespondin " inlreas"e Tha .nat.ural ~onsequence, the statistics of crime

" . e mCOllyeDlent crowding of prisoners confined


