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in Lyttelton Gaol has occasioned many complaints, a temporary gaol has been
established at Christchurch, but pending the completion of the Provincial gaol,
now in course of erection in the outskirts of Christchurch, things remainin a
very unsatisfactory state.

The irregular manner in which the English mails have been delivered under
the contract with Messrs. McMeckan, Blackwood, and Co., has occasioned serious
inconvenience to every portion of the community, and entailed additional
expenses on Government, who have, in several instances, been obliged to subsidize
transient steamers for bringing on the mails left behind by the steamers owned
by the contractors. As the present contract is near its expiration, it is to be
hoped that some more perfect arrangements will be made for the ensuing year.

The harvest of 1862-3, owing to the drought of the season, fell short of those
of some preceding years. Of cereals—wheat, though small in quantity, in
almost every case the samples have been fine, the skin thin, and the grain plump
with flour, and in some cases weighing from 66 to 67 Ibs. the imperial bushel.

The barley crop, where it had a fair chance from tilth and drainage, has been
what may be termed fair, and of a better quality generally than might perhaps
have been expected.

Oats, of which a large breadth had been sown, yielded an average crop- The
high price which oats have realized for the last few years renders them the mest
paying crop. -

From the continued dry weather the hay crops were generally light, and from
the same cause many of them were over made; the same time for weathering
having frequently been allowed for a crop of 12 ewt. or 13 cwt. per acre asin
other years given a crop of one and a-half or two tons per acre. The season,
however, gave us an opportunity of observing with satisfaction the diversity of
the quality of our soils ; from some lands—formerly flax groves, there has been
gff some very fine crops of hay ; with a moister season the equally good but
ier sub-soils would have had the advantage.

In the potatoe crop, however, the agriculturists had to deplore the greatest
failure. On some few moist bottomed lands there was a pretty fair produce, but
generally it was very small, frequently scarcely worth digging up. The pink
potatoes appear to have stood the drought the best. At the close of the season
(April) the following were the current prices of produce :—

L £ s d
‘Wheat, white, per bushel of 60lbs. ... ... ... .o e 0 4 9 to
Ditto, red, ditto vt e e i TR TN i 0 4 3
Oats, per bushel of 40Ibs. ... ... wo o e e 0 4 9
Barley, ditto 0
Potatoes, per ton... .. 10
Flour, ditto . 13
g diblo’ ... o mboaws se e s (S 8

On the 13th October, the prices quoted were :—

‘Wheat, per bushel of 60lbs. ... skt vere | ket 0
Oats, ditto, 7 AN S
Barley, ditto 0
Potatoes, per ton (searce) ... ... e o e e e 17
Flour, ditto (ATEEOY . | ose i wenlt swb rowwiubun s 20
Hay, ditto G RN )

The retail pric

countutkn®

es of provisions quoted at the time last mentioned, were :—Becf,
10d. to 1s.; Mutton, 7d. to 10d.; Pork, 10d.; Veal, 10d.; Hams, 1s. 6d. to 2s.;

Bacon, 1s. 6d.; and Butter, 2s. per Ib.; Bread, 11d. the 41b. loaf; and other

things in proportion.
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But, as a set-off to these very high prices, may be taken the wages paid for
labor {wt' every deseription .—Skilled artizans now easily obtain from 10s. to 13s.
per diem. Farm servants and Station hzmds—~5ing1'e men, £50 to £60 per
annum, with rations; Ploughmen, £60 to £70; Shepherds, £50 to £60; Married
Couples, £60 to £80; Female servants, £25 to £30; Dairymaids £36 to £40;
Day-Laborers, without rations, 6s. to 8s. o : <

'I_'h(- total number of bales of wool shipped during the year ending October 1st:
1'8(;3, was 12,355, weighing 4,509,038 Ibs., value £303,956; the !(’:orrespundjng‘
figures for the previous season were 9,680 bales, value £2486,500.

The total value of exports of all kinds during the same period in 1863, as derived
from Customs’ Returns, may be stated in round numbers at £350, U‘UO 8 u'm;:t,
£260,000 in the preceding year; while the imports have reached the ’vaﬁxc of
£780,000, against £600,000. The Customs’ Duties, collected at Port Lyttelton.
over the same period, was £61,295 : 17 : 11, being an increase of £16,971:12 : ]:
on the amount collected in the corresponding year of 1862. The tonnage inwards
4868, was 71,273 tons. The number of passengers, inwards, were 3172 sasles
(adults) ; 1,346 females (adults) ; 857 children; making a total of 5,375 souls
against an emigration of 1,117 men ; 273 women ; and 156 children : thl’ls IL‘I;Vino
& balance in favor of immigration of 4,829 souls. 3

The number of sheep and cattle im S is, i
r ¢ 8 and » imported has not been ver eat; this
eonnection with the extraordinary absorption of the Otago marke{ ]%;s caused ,“111;
prices of stock to rule high. Insheep, mixed flocks may be quoted at 30s. to 31s.;
ewe llmu(llvs. 1{\'0 ;)r six months old, at 23s. to 26s. ; and fat wethers at 35s. to 36'3’
per head. TIn fat cattle, prices at 50s. per 1001bs., have an endency,
while horses are declining somewhat in quuo. ’ XA SnieD

The demand for good marketable station property with not too many high
valued improvements is very great, and prices are fully maintained, many exten-
give runs have changed hands at large prices, during the past year.

Our narrative in last year’s alma inci
¢ i sty § anac, left the Provincial Couneil still in i
nineteenth session ; to the brief account then given of measures which ;t;adl l:ss:.‘tg
!;iﬁi) h}\\: may be added,—The Executive Government Ordinance Amen?imlcnt

"“alr:“.h zuhlw'lrm tl;v nu]mb('r of the Executive; the Immigrants’ Barracks
Ordinance, providing for the efficient management of pla i

oo e J 1 ces appro t
&?!ilpomr.\ homes for immigrants on their arrival in thg Colonyp'pth%n%liﬁtrti‘(s:
e egmplI; ()rfllzr(l;\niqr: the Fencing Ordinance ; the Thistle Ordinance ; the Local

Marine Board Ordinance; and several others of minor and I in

ine 1 ordin é s ocal
making in all twenty-one Bills, eighteen of which were approved by thmépé);t?ric;’
tendent, and three were held over for the approval of the Governor. o

oflia;ily i? tll;_(;lsoii_sipﬁ the govornmcnt laid upon the table of the House the draft

f a Road Bill, dividing the settled parts of the country into distri »

viding for the erection of Boards with v el
: t t 4 wers to assess, and lev;

exceeding sixpence in the pound, on all t})o . e T

2 ding ] ; , on 1e rateable property under thei S

l;k:ég:l:pg(\‘ls!on, t](l)rl_tho_ uonstl'-ilchon, muintonaucc},) zurl)d ryepairs of ?llfer(;;>§;2-
S, ., in such districts. 'here were many other conti isi in
- . ~ . b d 0 :

:::af ;? \\f]l:;"_‘ extended to fifty-nine clauses. l\'ot\w'itlxst&ng(filxlattrp]t(})l‘gs:ﬁ}me:ll:
essity of this or some similar measure, from the first i ived g
and after being remodelled b ’ oy o e psebig

: n y a select committee, die 0 "
from lack of recognition than active opposition. o e e

Co"l[:)lifymatslfe"l:g\e-;s“tlg (tlucgtion bll'oubght before Council was the bete noir of the

Y- > provision to be made by Government for Educati :

; io ) ) ation. P §

m.l:)s lex] 1:11)'“ of lm<ovr{z y had been granted out of the revenue to schools u];(()llcsoflll((i

o )1, 1.m]m sj\ stem, but the Education Ordinance of previous yéars having

e : u:{):l;l :;-ld»y lapse of time, the Government, early in the session ltmdc{;
. B ed a draft Bill, which proposed to construct a Board of Edueation




