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But , as a set -off"~ th ese ve!y high pri ces, may be tak cn th e wages paid for
labor ?f eycry. descriptio n ;-Skilled a~tizans now easily obtain from 10s. to 13s•.
per diem.. FllI'I?' servants and ta tion hands-Single men, £60 to £60 er
annum, w~th ratl(~ns; Ploughm en, £ 60to£70; Shepherds, £60to£60; llirr1ed

uples, £60 to ~80 ; F emale servan ts, £25 to £ 30; Dairymaids, £30 to £40'
Day-Laborers, WIthout rations, 68. to Bs, '

~e total~~_ber o.fb~es of .wool shipped during th e year endin g October 1st,
~ es, was I~,35o, ~'Clghing 4,009,038 lhs., value £303,956 ; th e corresponding
tigures for th e preVIous season were 9,680 bales, valu e £246,600.

. The total va!ue of exports of all kinds during the same period in 1863, as derived
l~m (''us~ms Heturns, may be stated in ~und numbers at £350,000, against
.:60,000 m t.he pr eceding year; while the Import s have reached th e value of

£/80,000, agwnst.£600,ooo. The Customs' Duties, collected at Port Lyttel ton
over the same period , was £61,295 ; 17 : 11, being an increase of £16971 'IQ . i
on th e amount ,,?lleeted in the corresponding year of 1862. The tonnage i~w;'ds

, was 71,273 tons. The number of passeng ers, inwards, were 3 172 malc~
(ad~t..) ; 1 ,~ fe!"ale~ (adults); 857 children ; mak ing a total of 5,376 souls
agamst nn.l'mlgraho~ of 1..117.men; 273 women; and 156 children; thus leavin er

a balance m favor of IIIlJ111gral1on of 4,829 souls. "

The !,umb~r of sheep and catt le imp orted has not been very eat· thi .
eo!'neetJon with the ext~ordiuary absorp tion of th e Otngo market, fas c.:.usedS't~
pnc,'s of stock to m~o high. In sheep, ~lXed flocks may be quoted at 30s. to 3ls.;
ewe lambs, five or six mont hs old, at 23s. to 26s.. and fat wethers at 3" s to 36
pehilr. head. In fllt cattle, pri ces at ?Os. per 100lbs., have an upward ~e~deneys.
" e horses 1l1'C declining somewhat m value. '

. The ~Ieman.d for g'."'d marketable station prop erty with not too man hi h
,.alued imp rovements IS very great, and pnces are full y maintained, man y t g
st re runs have changed han ds at large prices, during th e past year. y ex en-

. O~,r n'l:'ra th:e in last yea!'s almana c, left th e Provincial Council still in its
!lme jnt session j to the brief account then gi ven of measures which had p ed

~;\I,. :~;c::';,id~~ !~dfl~~--;:"oo~x~f~~~eE~:;~ti%,,;e~teOT~inmiee ts~~~~k;
~~lip~~~' h prondjimg .for .th e efficient ~anag~men~ of placeslf:;;ropriated as

~ omes or nnnngranta on their arriv al IU th e Colon . th El .
1re~raPll Ordid ' nOardn~e; th e Fencing Ordinance ; th e Thi stle Ordin~ce ' ~he L~~
• m;n e . oar mance ; and several oth ers of min or and I I"
makmg III all twent y- one Bills, eighteen of which were a roved unportan~,
tendent, and three were held over for th e approval of th!&overn:!' th e Superin-

of ~"fl~aidn tBh.ell sedi~i?di~ the G
h

overnlmeden t laid upon th e tabl e of th e House th e draft
I , vi ng t e set! par ts of th e co t . t dis .

viding. for ~he erectio n of Boards with powers to :s~;sm Od Itricts, and pro.
exceNlmg sixpence in the pound on all th I , an ery a rate, not
tn :e supervis ion, for th e constr:lCtion m~~=n~ proP:lrt

y u~der }heir respec-

br'd1fi1i,~IIi~~ s~~~e~~~~e:~. fif~~':i~;ecl::C~~y ~~~~ti~~tOproht:i~~~~
uecessity cf thi s or some similar measure fro h . . g t e urgent
and aft er being remodelled by a select ~om:ttt e : SJ It received no support,
rom lack of recognition than active opposition.' cc, c a natural death, ra th er

The most in teresting quest' b ht b f .
clony-s-the provision to belO:'adZug Gevore Council was th e ~ete 1I"i,. of the

. ars " sum ot money had been rant a 0 ernme nt for Education, For some
enominational system, but thegEdu~atioutgthe revenue to ~chools, under ~he
c?me obsolete by lapse of time the on re nanee of p! eVlOUS years havmg
TIew, submitte d a draft Bill whi 'h Goverdnment, ear ly m th e session under

, e propose to construct a Board of Education

s, d.
5 3
4 9
5 3
5 6

o °
o °
o °

s. d. £
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"Wheat , whit e, per bushel of 6Olbs. •..
Ditto, red , ditto
Oats, per bushel of 40100. ...
Barley, ditto ...
Potatoes, per ton .. .
Flour, dit to
Hay, ditto

On th e 13th October , the pri ces quoted were ;-

Wheat, per bu shel of 6Olbs. ." 0 6 0
Oats , ditto, 4Olbs. ... 0 6 0
Barley, ditto 0 6 6
Potatoes, per ton (scarce) .. . 17 0 0
Flour, ditto (dit to) 20 0 0
Hay, ditto ... 7 0 0
Th e retail priccs of provisions quoted at th e tim e last mentioned, were i-e-Beef,
10d. to I s.; Mutton, 7d. to lOd. ; Pork, 10d. ; Veal, lOd.; llam s, I s. Sd. to 25. ;
Bacon, I s. 6d.; and Butter, 2s. per lb.; Br ead, 11d. the 41b. loaf ; and other
things in proportion.

From the continued dry weather th e hay crops wcre generally light, and from
the same cause many of th em were over made ; th e same tim e for weathering
having frequently been allowed for a crop of 12 cwt . or 13 cwt . per acre as in
other years given a crop of one and a-half or two ton s per acre. Th e season,
however, gave us an oppor tunity of observing with satisfaction th e diversity of
the quality of our soils ; from some lands-formerly flax grov es, th ere has been
got some very fine crops of hay; with a moistcr season th e equally good but
drier sub- soils would hav e had th e advantage.

In th e potatoe crop, however, th e agricultUrists had to deplore th e gr eatest
failure. On some few moist bott omed lands th ere was a pretty fair produce, but
gen erall y it was very small, frequ ently scarce ly worth dIgging up . Th e pink
potatoes app ear to hav e stood th e drought th e best. At th e close of th e season
(April) th e following were th e curren t prices of prcduoe e-e-
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in Lyt telton Gaol has occasioned many complain ts, a temporary gaol hasbeen
esta blished at Chri stch urch, bu t pending th e completio n of the Provin cial gaol
now in course of erection in th e outskirts of Christchurch, things remain in ~
very un satisfactory state .

Th e irregular manner in which th e English mails have been delivered under
the contract with Messrs. Me)Ieckan, Blackwood, and Co., hasoccasioned serious
in conveni ence to every portion of th e comm unity, and ent ailed addi tional
exp enses on Govern ment , who have , in several instances, been obliged to subsidize
transient steamers for bringing on th e mails left behin d by th e steamers owned
by th e contractors. .Asth e pr esent contract is near it s expira tion, it is to be
hoped that some more perfec t arr angements will be made for th e ensuing year.

Th e harvcst of 1862.3 , owing to th e drought of th e season, fell short of those
of some preceding years. Of cerea1&--wheat , th ough small in qu ant ity, in
almost every case th e sampl es hav e been fine, th e skin th in, an d th e grain plump
with flour, and in some cases weighing from 66 to 671bs. th e imperial bu shel.

The barley crop, where it had a fair chance from tilth and drainage, has been
what may be tcrmed fair , and of a bett er quali ty gcnerally than might perhaps
have been expected.

Oats , of which a large breadth had been sown, yielded an averag e crop. The
high price which oats hav e realiz ed for th e last few years renders th em th e most
paying crop. .


