
composed of flve members, all laym en, of whom two were to be nominated by
-the Superintend ent , and three by th e Provincial Coun cil. I n them were to be
vested (not to particularize th eir functions) direc t and almost irr esponsible
.eontrol of schools, teachers, and Go,emment grant-in-aid. On the introduction
ill' th e Bill , it "as sta ted by th e Provincial Secretary th at out of 17,000 souls (tbe
population of th e Provin ce at tha t time) abou t 2200 were children ntt endine
school, 3958 were per sons un able to read or wr ite, 3500 of whom were UDde~
sixteen )'enrs of age ; an d th is numbe r was assumed 88 one -half of th ose requiring
instruction, and it was sug geste d that £5000 should be gr an ted ann ually for that
purpose. This, however, did n ot sui t ~he i?eas of. the Opposi~lOn ; ) 1r,
Fi tzGernld moved as an amcnd ment,-that It bein g desirable to obtain furt ber
informatIOn of th e operation of th e system th en mnsting, and as to the fut ure
requirements of th e Provin ce. and also as to th e funds out of which permanent
provisi on ought to be made for th e establishme nt and main tenance of schools,
that a Commission should be app ointed by th e Superint endent for the purpose
of acquiring such inform ation, to report at the next following session of the
Council. Th e H ouse adopted th e amendment, which had pas..<cd through
committee, and the Bill was consequently thrown out, much to th e astonish.
.ment of th e Government and th eir supporters, who, by th eir extraordinary
action in voting for th e considcrat ion of th c amendmcnt , pr omotcd th e exclusion
of th eir own measure, from which so much had becn expected-

On the same evenin~ that this coup de fill esse took place, th e Coun cil laid
aside its party feelin~s to perform an act gra ceful in it sclf and honomblc to the
doers and the Prov1l1ce at larg e. Th e story is best told in the words of a
resolution put to a crowded House, and received in deep and reverent silence,
forming a striking contrast to th e excitemen t of th e previous debat e :-" That
this Council, desiring to record Its deep sense of th e loss which th e Province 01
Canterbury has sustained by th e death of its found er, and dceming it right to
.preserve for ever amongst the inhabitants of th e Provin ce th e memory of labors
to whi ch it is so deeply in debted, as well as an example of worth and excellence
in private life, and of wisdom and upri~htness in th e a(lministration of ,Puhlic
affairs, resolves, that a statue of th e late J ohn R obert Godley, be erected III the
city of Christchurch, in such public place as H is H onor th e Supc rin tendcnt shall

.direct; and that lIis lionor the Supelintcndcnt be respectfully rcquested to take
such steps as may be necessary to carry thi s resoluti on into oilect ; and tlu;
Council un dertakes to make due pr ovision for th e cost of such a work, out of tll<
'p ublic revenues of th e province." Th e motion was carried un snim0118ly. 1
large sum has since been voted for thi s pur pose, an d th e statue, by 'Yoolne r, is in
an advanced stage of pr ogress.

The session was brou zht to a close on th e 3rd of D ecember, aft er a sit ting 01
thirty days. The total"of sums voted for th e eXl,enditure of th e remainder cl
-t he finan cial year, a period of nin e months, was about~,OOO. Great Britain,
'with all her immense resources, does not rais e or expend onc fifth of th e amount
.annually, in comparison to the population.

During th e recess noth ing of any note was to be obser>ed in conn ection with
political matters, with one importan t exception; in th e month of March, ) [r,
:nloorhouse resi<med th e office of Superintend ent,-an office which he had hel~
with hon or to hims elf and profit to th e Province, for a period of five year s., Tht
general public were surprised at th e announcement, but most of th e SUpClw ten,
dent's intimate friends were aware of his intention to retire at th e first favorab
opportunitv, Seeing th at the general in terests of th e Pronnce were in a ss~j;.
'factory and flourishing condition, and knowing that the great public work s whicl1
he had initiated were fairly launched, with a favorable prospect of being, speedily
completed, th e late Sup erintendent at length jud!(cd th e moment had amved, and
,he retired from the prOlninent position which he ha,l so long held, followed bj
the regrets of his friends, and the esteem of his political opponents. H e h~
since been elected memb er of the Provincial Council for Kaiapoi, and more sub-
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. uentlY,still , has resign ed his seat t.o devote his entire attention to his rofes­
onal duties, The members eomposmg the Executive Council, have re~ed
e sam.a ";lth t~e ,excep~on of Mr. J . Strange Willin.ms,who has taken the office
provmcinl Solicitor, ",ce Mr. Duncan, reSlgncd.

~Ir. ~uel Dealey, th e o~ly candidate for th e office of Sup erintend t .
eted WIth gene ral app robat ion, en , "as

The result ?f ,placing upon th e colonial market s £100,000, th e first instalment
of_ th e half-million loan, has bee!' th e re~ption of tend ers to th e value of nearl
£,?O'~; ~he lowest of th ese being at th e ra te of ono and a-half per cent. pr!.
nnum , this too, free of all ccmrmssion or brokera ze. A premium of at I t f
per cent. ~vould have .been required in London t~ equal th e value in th:Col~:
now obtained, osclusive of th e loss of in ter est up on money durin th ti Yf
remittance N v , . Zeal d I ' h ' ' g e un o 0. "0.' e" an oan WIt out Imperial guarantee h t Ii cd
afirstfir

t
st ~nd in

f
thLondon, a cash valu e ~o ,th e Colony equal to that r:1i:edfu:"th~

portion 0 e Can terbury half-million loan.

Consequent on the startling intelliz en ce received from th e North I 1 d th
~encrally apat hetic political feeling of th e public or Cant erbury seemed f' e't'>I[ for a tunc to consider wheth er t~e direction of th e war should beol:ftu~o
.:eCbI!,n~ls ~f the Governor an d his advisors, or if it was desirable to use me":

stoocl~~:~:ro~~~d~11l~S:f9~166~t~~~~.onT;~~~~h~v~i~~ ~t the tim e (Aubgust)
ever seen m Cantcrburv It t d b h . umerous assem .lagos
with th e desire of ob t;;:(;;~ rac e y ~ ,a Importance ,or th e 9uestion, and also
sentatives met and afte r h g !ill ~lposl,tlOn of th e political faith of their repre­
not to ini erfe; e with th e :Z!or'"thomJ ably ~r~ed in all its bearings, resolved

~~:;t~o:o:rth~ ~~~s~~ti::t~~~;n a~~d.indi~~~IY, b~;~=ee:tt,g~~:rf';~e;~::'~
measured b'y its immediate JE 't ' el lIDf,0r ance 0 th e movem ent is not to be
ar fullyah ve to th e diffie~ti~~ S~f\h ear y,:,ho,,:s tha~ th e people of Canterbury
ponent l'rovinccs of New Zealand e poslllOn dm which th e whole of the corn-

are now P ace .

The Provincial Council was 0 d b th
July, I n his speech, his H onor lo~~';..tJat clt~eC Sup~rintendent o~ t.he 16th
dition of th e Province and inti t e. council on th e flourIshing con­
recomm ending th e ina uguration ::;a edlith e int ention of th e Government of
anvthing yet at tem ted. Th pub lC work s, far exceeding in maznitude
se'tled to their worE with gre:ts~eeeh tWas rec~~ed with favor, and th e °Councii
been thinned duri ng th e recess soalli:: n~~~ th e ran~s of th e Opposition had
the Exe cut ive, on the bringing in of the. ti e exception of an attem!?t to oust
minor matters, had not mu ch difficult ,e es m~ateS' th e Government YIelding in
measures. The prin cipal busin ess doIcde,,:,"rym g thro1!gh th eir mor e important
()f. th? report of th e Lytt elton Harb 'Cmg ~h~ sessIOn was ~he consid eration
l?lStnet Bill ; th e Board of Educationollill .°Cm::s~n, tk; ('assmg of th~ Road
clghteen others of less importance Th ' an r ~y. an!'e Boards Bill; and
e penditure of nearly £400 000 fo th £ 11 A.ppropn atlOn BIll pro"ided for the
T enu o for th e same period was ~l)1~ ~o;vm~ twclv e months. , The estimated
Grown lan ds £ 150 000 . t ~" un er th e heads ordmary £40 958·
to b~ raised h,Y debent';"~:" u~,g;e:;e~~s, ~~5,O?O,; leaving a balanee.of £176,000
l' nollS seSSIOn, it was with th' r d cimIllion ,loan was sanctioned in the
shou~d remain untouched. It h'::''hP ~e _ un er8tandlng that th e ?ld £250,000
tnat mtention, and resoluti ons to th ~"U~ei been lat ely t,hought adVISable to alter

cordingly, Und er the 0 ' a e cc we~e passed III th e Pronneial Council
'1\ be used during the re~:s':ti~nobf.i~i~lu:hlDs adopted, . the ut~ost eele;ity

id cammenee th e extension of railw' f e necessary mformabon reqll1red
a ointed to .repor t ,on the best meth!d' of°i".;;d~d south. A Co,mmission will be
V1!'ee, to receIVO WhICh report it is probabl th gmg the, large ;,vers of the Pro.
Will be convened, in order that th e at a speCIal sessIOn of the Council

ese very necessary works may be proceeded


