
cotton in Eni(land, thc supply of chromc exceeded the demand. The men were
th erefore discharged ; and the tramway only used for the conveyance of firewood
and lime from the mine to town, and for the passenger traffic to the port. I t is
h oped that mining operations will be resumed before long.

Vacancies in the Provincial Council have been supplied by the election of Mr.
C. E lliott for the town, Messrs. H arlmess and Thompson for Richmond, and :Mr.
n . Redwood for'Vaimea 'Vest. This last vacancy was caused by the sndden
death of Mr. J ohn Kerr , an old and highly respected settler, who came to Nelson
with the first expedition, in the year 1842.

Two sessions of the Provincial Council have tak en place during th e year. The
first was opened on the 21st of April , when IUsHonor the Superin tendent con­
gratulated the Council on the "prosperity and contentment" which he said pre.
vailed "among all classes, in an increasing degree." H e estimated the re,enue
for the current ycar at £70 ,000, of which it was proposed to devote £43,000 to
public works ; and he gave an interesting account of the surveys a.nd~xpl0':'ltions,
and other means, already undertak en to open up better communication WIth the
in terior an d wcstern districts of the province. To carry out thcse and other pro·
posed works, he int ended to apply to the Gcneral Government to sanction a loan
of £ 50,000.

'Vith th e exception of thi s loan, and the proposed railway , therc was little
business to occupy the Council. A select committ ee was appoint ed to consider
th e subject, and the report of the conunittec rcconuncnded the construction of a
ra ilway to the plain of the Four Rivers, distant from Nelson about eighty-/i,e
miles, and that application should be made to the General Government for per.
mission to raise a loan of £300,000 to construct the line . The report of the com.
mitteo was adopted by the Council, after a long discussion, but by a majority of
onc only,

The Council was prorogued by the Superintendent on the 6th of August, when
he announced his assent to the following Acts, viz.:-WaterworkS, Country
R oads Amendment, Fencing, Scab, Dog Nuisance, Education, Cattle, Slaughter.
in g, and Appropriation Acts. Four other Acts, viz. :-the Marine Board, Buller
River Reserve, Coalfield Leases, and Cemetery Acts, were reserved for the Gover.
nor's sanct ion. The '" aterworks Act was based upon the report of a commission
appointod by the Superinte nden t, and it prop oses to provide for a supply of water
to the town of Nelson at an expenditure of about £15 ,000.

Another session commenced 0"1the 29th of September, when the Council were
called toget her to consider some amended Land Regulations, previous to the
meetmg of the General Assembly. The Regulations were passed, and also a Bill
au thorizing a loan for Waterworks, &c.; and the Council adjourned after a ses­
sion of about three weeks.

At the sitt ing of the Supreme Court, in J anuary, there were six criminal cases,
of which three resul ted in acquittal, and in th e others, the prisoners received sen­
t ences of from six months to two years. The May sitting of th e Court is memora­
ble for th e trial and condemnation of the Maori Takerei, for murder, at the
l'elorus; and for the tr ial and acquittal of a clergyman of the Church of Eng­
land, charged with an unn atural offence.

The Marriage of the P rince of 'Vales was celebrated with great rejoicings on
the 16th of June. It was a complete publi c holiday; and the triumphal arches,
processions, feasting, fireworks, and fun , will no doubt long ha,e a place in the
memories of the you th of Nelson.

But a sad episode of the year has been the total wreck of the brigantine Dela·
ware, which occurr cd on the 4th of September. This ,essel, which had but re·
cently arrived from England, left Nelson for Hawke's Bay on the 4th, and was
(lYCl·taken by a furious gale, which drove her on to the rocks near Waknpuakll,

135

about twelve miles from Kelson. With the exception of the mate , who was
dru.wned, the crew and passengers got safely to shora b)" means of a lin d
assIsted by the braver)" of three or four lIaorics. The wre k ith I fe, an
sold by auction for £85. c ,WI · cargo e t, was

The heroic conduct of the Maori J ulia and others w .
bv the Nelson settlers, a pub lic snbscription was g' t as gen:J.rally appreciated
on the 141~ November, the Subscribers met at the Pro;;~ei~ Ha result of it,
sented Juha WIth a gold watch, suita blv inscribed' and th otel, anh d .pre­
'l . t I· -hi! th S . deut " , e men eac WIth a

SI rcr wa Cl, " e t e upermten ent added a sum of £ ·0 . 11,'
the General Government. 0 , ID cas grren by

Space will only allow the bare allusion to other event h th
driring of sheep, overland, to the ri,er Grev : the d ,"'t suet as'b efisuccessful
L . k' h e d th I • , cs ruc IOn y re of Mr

cvicxs ,DUS , an ~ narrow y-escaped destruction of the town b a fir .'
3fr. Wes.t s shop, ID B.ndge-str eet; the imporlation of a steam- I h. h elD
~rtcd dlsco,,?ry of a live Moa; the experimental quartz crushin

p
~~r;e b ~r~~­

nonand working of steam-planinO" machines ' and th . d f':J' pf­
thr ee Building Societies. e , e won er success 0 the

.Daring th~ twelve mo?ths ~nding.Octobcr 1st, 1863, the nnmber of births r _
gIslered ID]'I elson was 308, ~eIDg an !'.1Crease of 43 as compar ed with the revio e
year. The .number of marrIage-certificates issued was 76 b . d I' us
on the prcnous year. And the numb er of death s w ' ?IDg a . ecrease of 8
lIS coml~ared with the previous year. It should be re': ~1, be~ng an.merease of 1
population has much increased since last year. cmbcred, however, that the

I'he value of exports at the Customs at Nelson dur th b .
~~8,1 72 )fe t:aluledof imports, £304 ,69lJ, realizU:g a.'1~1y 0; ~2~''Ule~~~,;r:r

e quan I y 0 go exported was 8 3000zs 4gr Bd, I f th al' "
andyielding a duty of £1,037 lOs. 8d. . s, IV s., o e v ue of £32,1G3,

Thc quantity of Crown Land sold durin tl b .
3r..31p., which realized 11 total of £52 53!f1;:'~Jve l)er:h~dham.ounts to 107,388a.
scnp on land orders. , ., 0 \I lC £16,837 represents

The following description of Nelson in.A il 1863 ( . .
contributor to the ' New Zealander' :md pp~'h d.' ~hlC~ ISfrom the pen ofa
interesting and truthful record :- ' u IS e 10 at Journal) will form an

H Sweet Auburn, loveliest TIllage" __

" Bat I mnst cut short the quotatio K I .
of the ocean drive and mount ain din In, ~ s?n IS not of the plain , but rather
serves the epithet "pret ty " so . g eal' I I t ISlil!'deed .a. sweet spot, and well de-

, univers y apI' cd to It.
" The harb our of Xelson is the m t uni f

at the bottom of Blind Bay '1 os i:mque 0 any 10 K ew Zealand . Situated
being of a mountain ous and l s ap'p~oac cs arc extremely beautiful, the coast line
nearing the haven Th thpreclpldtous character, which pleasingly subsides on

• • .l. ere e woo -crownod hill . t dded . h
':il1nsand pretty cott ages each rejoicing in it . IISt ~l e s dU I WIt handsome
n 'ID/; ridge upon ride ' d li . s we - runm e awn and shrubbery
X~lsou, at a first gl~~~ al~k~e:~ y;gtamid the mist charm ing nooks and co,erts:
clean, compac t, and ever)' wa)" worthy :;i~sfi~;O:;'~bl~~:p~~~tio~~ntain'sbase,-

"I have said the harb our of NI " . .
seen embosomed in a mountain e son ,~uDl1ue. :\ s It IS neared, the town is
This lake is prot ected by a ridg!~}g:hi~n~h a ~ke-h~e shect of water. in front.
harbour, which constitutes a sort of natJ;.:i" e~ ten~r~ from SIdeto SIde of the
no mcans un like the PI . th b k mo e, c e the Bonlder Bank · b'y
n~ excellent light.hOlIS~,~~uadmi;:;i''iutT Ok ~hedcentre of this .bank t~';re IS
nrght. l'he entran f tl . e an, -mar uy ay and unerrIDg glllde by
Channel is narrow :d th;~i~~rt hes ~ the south~l'I! extremity of the bank. l 'lIe

, runs song; but It ISwell buoyed and beaconed,


