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and is thoroughly defined by lending marks by day and lights hy night. Once
round th e bank , you find yourself in a fine natural basin, smooth as a mill·pon<l
and with eighteen feet at low water alongside a substantial wharf built with black
birch piles.

"E,"cry visitor prais es Nelson; every one is captivated with its graceful nut,
lines, and th e easy and pleasant access from the port to th e city, a distance of
about a mile-und-u-balf, which is travelled by a wsll-nppointed railway car, drawn
by a horse,-sixpenee being th e moderate fare for each passeng er. The road is
level, running by .th e margm of th e harbour, and close to a broken lin e of street
on tb e inn er side. Thi s porti on of th e upp er harbour is extremely shallow, trend.
ing off from a shingly beach to a muddy swamp, which may perhaps be, in time
reclaim ed, bu t which, in the meanwhile, can hardly fail to be injurious to health.
At the port itself, and above th e limits of thi s swamp, averything is of a wi dely
differen t character . Each glen, gully, and peak boasts iIB mansion or cottage
orn e ; and so sheltered arc th e ground s, from th e hill-ancompassed nature of the
place, that the many nicely kept gardens, orchards, and pleasure-groun ds bloom
and blossom in undisturbed serenitv, Nature, however, has circumscribed thc
limi ts of Nelson as a maritime city. • There is no bound less space for construction
of wharves or wareh ouses. Mountains dominate th e town in every direction, 60

that, with the exception of th e moderate extent of tabl e-land In which th e leading
st reets and th oroughfare s arc situate, th e city may be said to be pu shing itself
in to the sinuosities of the surrounding glens and valleys. The Coromandel
township of Kapanga, in its natural aspect, is not altog eth er un like the Nelson
lanclscal;'e, save that th e area of the lat ter is more circumscribed, and tha t the
mountams immediately overhang ins tead of trcnrling gradually toward s the
coast line. The hills arc, besides, uncovered in most directions, not possessing
th e stupe ndous and magnificent kauri trees of the North.

" The College is one of th e chief orn aments of JI\clson, wheth er one regards the
mere building , or th e excellent syst em of education pursued. It is one of the
most meritorious institutions to be met with in New Zealand, and it is such a'
Nelson has j ust reasons to feel proud of. The build ing is situat ed on the left
hand side of the ''''aimea.road, a short distance from town, and is a spacious,
handsome structure, of th e Elizabethan order of archit ecture, subeta ntially, in.
deed beautifully finished both without and within . It is, necessarily, constructed
of wood, th c main body sprinkled all over with th e unfailing sharp, reddish-grey
sand , th e quoins, doorwuys, and window ja mbs, with white sand, to convey the
impression of a finished edifice of stone. With it s play and pleasure grounds , it
cost th e sum of £10,000 ; and th e money must hav e been very carefully disbursed
to have achieved so much at so moderat e an outlay.

"The Provincial Buildin~s are generally admired. They cover a good deal of
ground, and have an imposing aspect cxtern ally. They , too, arc of th e Elizabe
than order ; centre and wings, each with t urrets of moderate height, with pinna.
clod and floresccnt gables, painted and plastered with the all-prevailing, simulating
red sand. The Provincial Council Chamber is a finely proporti oned hall , some
seventy-five feet in leng th by twenty in breadth, and about twenty -four feet in
height. The lower par ts of th e walls are tast efully pannelled with rimu ; the
upper portion boing nicely paper e<l in wainscot, an<l,"arni she<l. The ,"arious de·
part ments are all housed within these P ro,ineial waUs, not even omitting the
Supreme Court House-an ad<litional structure j ust taek e<l on. The sewra!
offices are weU a<lapte<l for th eir respeeti,"e requir emcnt s; th ey arc roomy, ai:7,
and well finished. The SupClintendent is lodge<l as befits an oilleer of State, hIS
au <lienee chambe r being incomparably sup erior to that of the Go,"ernor at
Auckland.

" Near to the P ro,"incial Buildings stands th e Institutc, which, altho ugh of
wood, like every other Nelson cdifiee, lays claim to some-archi tectural pretension.
It possesses a tolerable library an <l a museum .
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"There is an Jnfanta' school and a Bo s' .
both affording accommodation for several y sdrehoodI als.o, m this neighbourhood·

hun e pupil s, '
" The Wesleynn Chur ch situated in Hard .

commodious building.' y-stre et , IS a neat, noticeable, and

"The Ep iscopalian Church ofSt J ohn .
ingly perched OD an elevated mou';d at th~ unot only beau tifully, but command.
one of those structures which eapti,"at e th . PP:! eD:d of ~falgar-street. It is
to expound th e '."''':l0Dwhy. It has a u:i~:"a",mahon Without one 's being able
predisposes you In lIB favour on th e ins1ant .:u~or~ely, hones~ look about it, that
aequaintance. . The prospect from this chu; h i yeu ~eel.a!,xlOU;; to form a closer
bour and th~ distant ocean ; whilst in flank a~<I'~ very mntmg : m front , th e har
ofelegant villas, constitute a ,"ery ch . . ear, th e college and quit e a crowd
church itself are highly ornament Ian~png picture. The grounds aroun<l the
shrubs and forest trees. The walks':u: t h?f Ilt,"e been carefully planted with
accommodatingl,}' disposed in clifferentCooas ~ u s laid o.ut., ,,!,<I there are benches
responds well WIth iIBexterior. cctions, The int erior of th e church cor .

':Th~ ~ecnt of th e Dun Mountain is .
sons :1S1~Ors. It has usually been ae one ff the wand aehleyements for NeI.
pann railway trucks These are dr comp ishod m th e Dun Mountain Com
the;; way downwar<ls; when loade/'b' up'~ltrds, when empty, by horses, and find
undcr the drivers' charg e, to a Yeloeity~i~eIr °fiwn Impe.tus, .regulated, by breaks

rom our to SIX miles an hour
" The roadway, which is a work f' .

out, and winds along, the most prec?pJ~'eat en~m~eI~ng. ability, is scarped from
~J" )1e.ssrs. Doyn e and FitzGibbon for us.moun~am s sld.e. It has been formed
little, If any more than six or seven fe::t sl~~le Im'd of rails, and is consequently
and you gaze down upon sheer descents fWI e : h ' therefore, as it overhangs
to such as arc not mountain born <I b Od some t ousand feet or more in depth'
wcak, it is, to say the very least : exc;:d? or

l
whose heads are light or stomaeh~

" , . ,mg y nervous pathway
. e ~ent five days in Nelson. W e h .
Itsa.cqual!'tanee than that of any other a~ t~us Jarger ?pport unities of making
Its inhabItants call it Sleepy Nelson atJr 0 e~ ' . It Is a quiet, pretty place
character best. Its streets are laid o';t W'ththey, It IS to be presumed, know it~
!Wd houses a<1joining each oth er in co I great. order and regularity, the sho s
~ more of architectural <lisplay than in~lhct, ~ontmuous rows. I havs said the~
tion mu~t be und erstoo<l to apply to th e ~r t teew ZIcaland t<?wns; bu t this obsor,
o~d;r bel1!gprobably inferior to those to e r e ass of bUlldings,-the inferior
&vmg evidences of desolation and pr em t bedet WIth elsewhere, many of them

a wo,,! , Nelson is a nice, prett sor::e~e e'ea; more ~asi ly felt than exp ressed.
lfcil1 .of Its villa residences are b';;utiful. ~~eanstocrahe and pretenti,:>us place.
f nng fences. The vegetation is most I .grounds arc enclose<l WIth splen,
orts of a country rather than a seaport to,,~~~ant, and redolent of all th e COm.

The latest news from the Gold field .
~J" at least have been successful. sT6:e'h0us to publication, records that one

uIJer one nugget weiO'hin '" y aye sold to the bank agent at th
hcar~'y as much; an<lit "'is b~li~;e~W:~~i t~nd three others weighing toO'ethe~
slun bred ounces in weight. Surely this sh '::l<l possess a nu gget of nearly one ·

urn er. 0 arouse Nelson folks from their


