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and is thoroughly defined by leading marks by day and lights by night. Once
round the bank, you find yourself in a fine natural basin, smooth as a mill-pond,
and with eighteen feet at low water alongsidea substantial wharf built with black

birch piles.

« Every visitor praises Nelson; every one is captivated with its graceful out.
lines, and the easy and pleasant access from the port to the city, a distance of
about a mile-and-a-half, which is travelled by a well-appointed railway car, drawn
by a horse,—sixpence being the moderate fare for each passenger. The road is
level, running by the margin of the harbour, and close to a broken line of street
on theinner side. This portion of the upper harbour is extremely shallow, trer
ing off from a shingly beach to a muddy swamp, which may perhaps be, in tir
reclaimed, but which, in the meanwhile, can hardly fail to be injurious to he
At the port itself, and above the limits of this swamp, everything is of a wic
different character. Each glen, gully, and peak boasts its mansion or cottage
orné ; and so sheltered are the grounds, from the hill-encompassed nature of the
place, that the many nicely kept gardens, orchards, and pleasure-grounds bloom
and blossom in undisturbed serenity. Nature, however, has circumseribed the
limits of Nelson as a maritime city. There is no boundless space for constructior
of wharves or warehouses. Mountains dominate the town in every direction, s
that, with the exception of the moderate extent of table-land 1 which the leading
streots and thoroughfares are situate, the city may be said to be pushing itself
into the sinuosities of the surrounding glens and valleys. The Coromandel
township of Kapanga, in its natural aspect, is not altogether unlike the Nelson
landscape, save that the area of the latter is more cireumscribed, and that the
mountains immediately overhang instead of trending gradually towards the
coast line. The hills ave, besides, uncovered in most directions, not possessing
the stupendous and magnificent kauri trees of the North.
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“The College is one of the chief ornaments of Nelson, whether one regards the
mere building, or the excellent system of education pursued. It is one of the
most meritorious institutions to be met with in New Zealand, and it is sucl
Nelson has just reasons to feel proud of. The building is situated on the
hand side of the Waimea-road, a short distance from town, and is a spacious,
handsome structure, of the Elizabethan order of architecture, substantially, in-
deed beautifully finished both without and within. It is, necessarily, constructed
of wood, the main body sprinkled all over with the unfailing sharp, reddish-grey
sand, the quoins, doorways, and window jambs, with white sand, to convey the
impression of a finished edifice of stone. ~With its play and pleasure grounds, it
cost the sum of £10,000; and the money must have been very carefully disbursed
to have achieved so much at so moderate an outlay.

“The Provincial Buildings are generally admired. They cover a good deal of
ground, and have an imposing aspect externally. They, too, are of the Elizabe-
than order; centre and wings, each with turrets of moderate height, with pinna-
cled and florescent gables, painted and plastered with the all-prevailing, simula
red sand. The Provincial Council Chamber is a finely proportioned hall, som
seventy-five feet in length by twenty in breadth, and about twenty-four feet i
height. The lower parts of the walls are tastefully pannelled with rimu; the
upper portion being nicely papered in wainscot, and varnished. The various de-
partments are all housed within these Provincial walls, not even omitting the
Supreme Court House—an additional structure just tacked on. The several
offices are well adapted for their respective requirements; they are roomy, airy,
and well finished. The Superintendent is lodged as befits an officer of State, his
audience chamber being incomparably superior to that of the Governor at
Auckland.

« Near to the Provincial Buildings stands the Institute, which, although of
wood, like every other Nelson edifice, lays claim to some architectural pretension.
It possesses a tolerable library and a museum.

137

“There is an Infants’ school, and a Boys’ school

both affording accommodation for several hundre T iy neighbourhood;

d pupils.
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