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W hile ret~rring to this topic, it may be well to inser t the following" itin erary "
extrac ted from the ' W aka tip Mail,' a newspaper published on the gold. fields :.:...
" The shortest route is via Invercargill, wh ich is at least one day nearer Victoria
than Dunedin. The stea mers Gothenburg and Edina call regularly at I nver.
cargill, and the Aldinga and qmeo at . th e Bluff,.which is dista.nt .from town
tw enty miles. From Invereargill, th e North road IS followed, beginning at Dec.

. street . About four -and -a-half"miles from town the road turns to the left , and
from thence to Wi nton Bu sh th e dray tr ack should be kep t; th en th e survey line
to the River Ore ti , 'and from th enee the dray track should be kept to the foot of
th e lak e. If the Oreti IS high, th e east ban~ can be kept all th~ way .. Ther~ is
a track leadin g back from th e accommodation house on Roger s station, whtch
saves fording twice, By thi s route th e distanc e is only ninct~.two miles from'
Invereargill, th e road perfectly le...el, and there ar e accommodation houses all the
wav, From Dunedin ma Kin gston (foot of th e lak e) th e distance is 220 miles;
rid th e Dunstan , 150 miles. Th is latter road is mountainous to a degree."

An exten sive stone quarry has ~een opened at th e. lIIokemo~o, distant about
ni ne or ten miles below Im'el'earwll, to and from which th ere 18 easJ' access by
water pa st the town many miles Inland, so that the raw mat erial for road meW
may now be conveyed by boat dir ect to tho se porti ons of th e Gr eat North and
Gold.field s.road, where i t is most required. Acti ve exer tions hav e been made to
facilitate thi s tr an sit , and already a fair amount of metal has been brought up,
and deposited at the various depots,

Of our three principal towns-Invereargill, Campbell-town, and Riverton,
the form er has received the lion's share of the benefit derived from th e improved
state of th e Province. ''Vithin the past year th e town has nearly doubled in
extent and population, with a corresponding improvement in external app earance.

-·The scattered farm-like looking buildings hav e been rai sed, or such additions
an d improvements made, as to place Invercargill on a par with th e oldest towns
in tbc colony. lIfost of the n ew buildinzs ha ve bcen .constru cted lofty 8.l!d
capacious, whi le many of thcm may be cafied not merely neat ,.but elegant m
architec tu re. The ma in streets are now bemg reduced to an uniform level, and
iighted at night with kero sine lamps.

Xor has the shippin g interest been neglected. The main wharf, which
st retches out int o the rive r upwards of 14,000 feet, has been doubled m WIdth,
an d loth sheds have been erected for storing goods, and several dolphins con.
st ruete l for mooring vessels ,

"U Ri verton and the Bluff operations have been actively carried on, and at
each of th ese ports a rapid progress hasbeen made during th e last year.

Th e lIIokemoko, which until lately was but a name, has now tak en a decided
start, an d its central position betw een th e B!u!i harb our, th e lo,,:er a.nchorage of
Ihe Ne w River and Invereargill, leaves bu t little doubt but that It will become a
thriving township.

As to general topi cs, limi ted spa ce comp els us to be "brief\

The report of the discovery of th e dig gin gs at the Wakatip reached town
towards th e lat ter end of 1862, and th e pr obability, if not eer~ainty, tha t t~ig

Province was so sit ua ted as to command the ~old.field trade, infused new life
into every section of our population- new life which steadily maintains it,
vitality up to this tim e, and shows no sign of abat ement,

The second show of th e SoutWand Agri cultural Association ~~. held on the
8th April. There was, for a young Province, an excellent exhibition of stock;
and in some classes, both of sheep and cattle, Sonthland showed that she need
not fear to compete with uny other Province-even Canterbury.

·~Sauthland has now it s Chamber of Commerce, and the Supreme Court has
also .voyngod " thus far south." Mr. Justice Grc sson presid ed at the first

itting, but lIIr. Justice Ric hm ond will, for th e fu ture, have cha rge of thi s
eireuit.

During t~e pas.t t~irte~~ ~ont~s, seven imm igrant vessels. have arrived from
Great Brit,,:m, brm~mg 100 tm rmgrants, .asslsted by Ihe Provincial Gover nm ent .
Th.,,;e immIgran ts have been .of a superIOr class, and, WIth one exception, th e
ressels have all been well furn ished wit h due regard to the comfort of the immi•
~ants, and in excellent order .

On October 10, th e fifth .sess}on of .the P rovincial Coun cil was opened by th e
supermtend~nt, ' yho stated m hISopenmg ~ddl'':ss that-"Thee?nt~nued prospe ri ty
of this p rovince IS .0 sou;ce .of mUG~ gratiflcation .to the Provincial Governmoni .
Since the last mcctmg ot this Coun cil It has steadily advanced , an d th e Province
is rapidly att aining an importan t. position ~ point of ma terial wealth. Th e
returns of Customs re'<"~nue ~fford amp!e evidence of the great extension of its
commerce, as a comparison 'nth preeedmg years will show. The gr oss Customs
re,enue. in round nu mbers, was, in 1861, .t:4,500 ; in 1862, £l1,ioo; in th e past
nine months of 1863, above £40,000.

" The terr itorial revenu e has not qui te amounted to th e sum estimate d in
October last. During th e year ending 30th September, 1863, sta ted in roun d
nambers, th e receipt from land sales has been £ 52,000. The gross revenu e oJ'
the P rovince has. beeD; £104;000, thus eonsi~erab ly exceeding th e estima te of
.£96 81-6. The expendit ure, m th e same period, has been oyer £141,000 also
exc~ed ing th e estimate, which was £111 ,333; in addi tion to which sum, hO\~ever
an expenditure of £25 ,000 on road s was sanctioned by thi s Council in th e sessinn
held in February. The rep?rt of the Chic!' SUT\'ey? r explains that th e large
amount of ext ra work-s-especially re. surv eys m correction ot old erroneous ones­
performed by th e ~embers of th e sur"ey stall', imp eded th eir pr ogress ill
carrying on th e special work of th at depa rtm ent , and so the amount of sur veyed
land mapped and ready for sale hns not kept pa ce with th e demand, in conse­
,!uence of which th e hnd revenue has not equalled th e estimate . Th e maps of a
large exte nt of land a; e in eour~e of pr epa;a tion, which, when compl eted shor tly,
will pernn t th e throwmg open tor sale a WIde tra ct of country.

" During th e recess, on th e applicat ion of the Provincial Government, hi.
Excellency th e Governor has proclaimed t wo Ifundreds in th e Province. which
will render available for set tlemen t about 56,000 acres of azricul turnl land. th e
!(!"Catest part of which is perh aps t he best in the Province, th';,Aparima Hundred
being situated in a district in which land is alw8;Ys in eager demand, while th e
exeellence of th e land 1!I th e lIIa taW"aHundred IS so j:(enerally recoeniaed as to
require no further reference. Unde r these circums tances , the Provincial Govern .
ment has reaso nable w oun ds to anticipate th at th e est ima te of land revenue
for the ensuing year wi.l be fully realized.

" W hen the estimates for th e past year were prepared, th e Provincial Govern.
ment did not anticipate th at such an urgen t necessity would ari se in th e course
of the succeeding financial year for pressing for ward so many imp ortant public
works ; bu t th e great increase of population and trade imperatively dema nded
the immediate pr osecution of work s which, und er ordina ry circumstances, might
not have become neeeSSlry for yea rs, and the construction of which inv olved
much un authorised but unavoidable expen diture . The departments in which
this has chiefly occurre d arc those of the police, gaol, and harbour. The work s
executed have been moot useful, and the stuff of officials in each is in a hizhlv
efficient state; but th e greatest excess of expendit ure over appropriati on"has
been in th e Roads Department, rendered necessary in order to endeavour to
provide all facilities for th e conduct of th e tratll o WIth 'Yakatipu. 'I'he roads
le?ding thither bave bem kept in a good state throughout a remarkably wet
winter at a heavy expense, and chiefly by mean s which, though answering the
purpose for th e time, wc:e essentially of" a tempo rary character, In an elaborate
report which is laid before you, th e Prcviucial Engineer points out that, unless


