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GARDE N CALENDAR.

Tml Calendars hitherto published in the "Southern Provinces Almanac " have been deficient in informa
tion relating to Ornamcntal Gardening, from the fact that the first efforts of our early settlers had been
mainly confined to the production of vegetables, and afterwards fruits or flowers, only in a moderate

degree; thus conforming first to the law of necessity, but afterwards securing the convenienc es and luxuries

which advancing refinemcnt confers.
And now that greatcr leisure and the progress of improvement al'ords a still wider latitude for th e

exercise of Ornamental Gardening, I have thought it desirable to supply this deficiency by extending

th e length of each Calendsr, and adding to its usefulness by the addition of a para graph upon the for
mation and management of Grass Lawns and W alks, as well as Shrubberies and Pl easure Grounds,
believing that further information of this kind will be useful for the owners of suburban residences,

amongst whom a commendable spirit of rivalry has arisen, cach endeavorin g to excel his neighbour in
han dsome lawns, well formed walks, tastefully shaped flower beds, and shrubberies planted with a neatness

order and variety, faIling but litt le short of the ornamenta l character of th e grounds which usually sur

round similar residences in England.
It is hoped tha t the information imparted in the Calendars will encourage an increasing spirit of

emulat ion in Ornamental Gardening, thcreby adorning the residences of our more prosperous classes, as

well as largely improving the general appearance of the Provinee,

W. WILSON.
Christchurch, lst January, 1865.

JANUARY_

801\ roll your ineenee,herbs and fruite and ftowen,
In mingled clouds to him who•••un enl .,
Who•• wisdomperfumes, and who•• pencilpainto.-TnoK80lf.

GetU1'al Ob. erootiom on the W eather-Cabbage, Broccoli and Savoy Platsting-Tran.plant Eeituce,
Leek, Endive, and Celery P lants-Sow Turnips, 4-c.-General Directions for the management oft""
Gr eenhous«, Orchard and F lower Gard.,.-Mowing Gras. Wa lks and L <l10n8.

THE opening month of the year corresponds to an English July in season and in temperature-in drying
wind and in all the characteristics of an English midsummer, with its bright sunshine, dry atmosphere, and
increasing warmth, slightly intensified. These atmospheric conditions usually attain th eir greatest inten
sity about the end of the present and commencement of the ensuing month. It is, therefore, a matter of
peculiar importance in gardening to finish the planting and sowing of winter vegetables during the earlier
period of the mont h, while the ground still retains a port ion of the moisture acquired during the usuall'y
showery month of December ; for if the operation s of planting and sowing are carried on while the soil 18
dry , the sun brigh t, and th e winds parching, the chances of successful gardening must ncccssarily become
greatly diminishcd.

Seize, therefore, the commencement of th e month for the planting of London and Walcheren cauli
flowers ; imperial white winter, and othcr sorts of flowering broccoli; early York, nonpareil, and drumhead
cabbages ; globe savoys, Brus sels sprouts, curled greens, and other varieties of wintcr vegetables.

Tran splant also cabbage and cos lettuce, green curled endive.Teeks and celery, planting the latter
vegetable in well manured tren ches in the shadiest and moistest portion of the garden; if desired to be
very large and fine, it must have frcqu ent copious waterings during the dryer portion of the season; for,
being a naturally rapid growing semi-aquatic plant, it requires a rich moist soil when under artificial
culti vation.

Sow broccoli, cress, mustard, endive, lettuce, French beans, radishes , onions, carrots, swede, yellow
Aberdeen, and white stone turmps; and risk yet a final sowing of peas and broad beans, which will be fit
for gathering about the beginn ing of April, if they escape the contingency of early Autumn frosts.

Gather all sorts of garden seeds as they ripen. Hoe advancing crops of cauliflowers, and shade with
their own leaves large heads of nearly matured crops. Earth up the crops of celery, cauliflower, broccoli,
lJrlliSels sprouts, and other winter greens planted in December.
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Pull full-grown garlic, esehalots; ";Ildoni~ns ; pru!le crowded melons und er glass, and plant cuttings of
em for a sueeessional crop; gIVe COpIOUS daily watering s to cucum bers.

Gathe r sage-tops, lavender- spikes, camomile flowers, ai.d plants of penny-royal hyssop mint balm
.oram, and other aromat ic herbs, and place them to dry for winter use. ' , , ,

Commence budding fruit trees on cloudy days, and stake the cxpanding shoots of spr ing-grafted 0
. placiag all suckers an~ shoots beneath the graft. Summer-prune .all gros~ and superfl uous shoo~e~
ruit trees of whateve r kind, and support branches which gIve pronnso of bemg broken down by 0 _
bundant crops. ver

Transplant, shade and water biennials and fibrous-roo ted perennials sown in spring or in the beginnin
f summer. Clear away the decayuIg stems of such herbaceo us plan ts as have done flowering Tak g

d dry bulbous roots the decaying state of whose Ienves implies ripcned roots and fitness for ctrYing. e up

Suppo:t and water choice. c~rnation~, dahlias, and hollyhocks; and propagate swcet.wiUiams, inks
d carnations, by layers and plpmgs, takmg care to water freely and shade fully every bright day. p ,

Greenhouse plan ts now in bloom. will require to be .carefully staked and suppl ied with an abundan ce
f water cvery ~nernoon, and,on specially hot and parching days they are likely to requir e to be more or
ess w,atcr~ twice a day dur,lD g- t his and, the succeeding mont h, whilst a partial shade from the orer

wermg brightness of th e mid-day sun will pr eserve the purity of the colors of th eir flowers and great!
rolong their endurance. Y

Vineries, devoted mainly to the pr oduction of grapes, should be closed in early in th e aft
mediat~ly aft er which, th e borders of ,th e house may be spr inkled, and the vines syringed wit~mc~~~

ater which has und ergone some hours exposure to th e sun; this treatment will create a war . t
tmosphere, in which th e grapes will swell with great rapidity. m, mois

G,:a~s walks and lawns will now require to be very frequentl y mown, even so often as once a-week
here It ISdesired to have th em kept very neat and smooth. If th is opera tion is performed with a th

t will be best done upon showcry or dewy morning-s, Mowing machines are now however be ' ~cy to

much more generally used than scythes, and ar~ much more e:lpe~i tious, for they not only curs=fhe~
nd bette r, but equally well wheth er th e grass ISwet or dry, whilst they both roll the lawn and c II t
e cut grass all by th e one opcrahon. · 0 ec

FEBRUARY.

Rich in content, in Nature's bounty rich
In herb s and fruits j what ever greens the spring,
'Vh en Heaven descends in showers or bends the bough,
When Sumner reddens and when Autumn beams.- 'l'nousoN.

ne Weather-Directionsf or Gathering F ruits and Seeds-1f-eedi"j-Sowing A utumn Crops-Prunin
T I,e F lower Gardenr-The Greenhouse and V.ner!l-The Lawn . g-

,IS! the first autumnal mont h, like tha t of August in En gland, usually display s more of th e h _
ristrcs of summer we!lther than that of autumn. Vegetat ion is still in th e midst of luxuriant c o~~~
though the ~eather IS generally hot an~ dry, so much so as to suspend, in a great degr ee, th';:'usual

uties of planting and sowmg, and to restri ct th e operations of the garden to th e collection of ' fruit
r presern ng. Appl es, pears, peaches, plums, and raspberries will now be rip ening in great ~f~ r~1 s
d ought to be collected only when pcrfectly dry; for fr uit gathered and boiled in a wet state IS' 0 uSlOtn,
ment, sure 0

, Collect also all kinds of rip e vegetabl e and flower seeds. H?C betwe~n gro~g crops for th e destrue.
on ~f weeds, an~ slDgle out adv!illrlDg cr?ps of carro,ts, par sDIps, turnips, onions, beet, and other Iar c
rowlDgroots, which can only attain pcrfechon when thinned to a reasonable distance. g

Ripening crops of onions, garlic, eschalots, and other bulbous roots, may be drawn and stored W d
d thoroug-Wy clean asparagus beds, aft erwards str ewing the surface with a sprinkling of salt' re~ov ~~
aller and lower heads of globe artichokes; if rain should fall towards th e end of the month co o e

e usual au.tu~n sowinps of early York , drum .head, and other cabbag-es, cauliflowers, sa;o s:m::'J~d
c,ens, red pICkl!ng cabbage, and Brussel~ sprouts fo,: late aut\'IDD and early spring planting. ySow also
hi~e stone turn~ps for winter usc. Contmue successional sOWings .of radish es, cress, mustard, lettuce and

IIDdlVe for salading; and prepare land for a large breadth of onions, for the sowing of which sec' t
oath 's calendar. nex

Continue to thin out all unnecessary wood in fruit trees; and if American blight should happ t
ow o!Japple trees, ex~reise. U11riJmitting diligence in ,painting every spot or twig with linseed or C:th ~
, which, if persevered ill, WIll effectually destroy the disease, e

Frequently water and stake flower border plants which require moisture and support during the period,


