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• • • Mysterious ronnd! what skill, what force divine,
Deep-felt in theee appear I a simple train,
Yet so delightfullUlxed. with such kind art,
Such beauty and beneficencecombined.-TnoHsO'-.

Winter Froots-S01D Peas and Bea1l$-&eoo, Mmta..d, Radish, and Spinach-CotllmtllCe Planting Ea ..ly
Potatoeo-Pruning and Transplanting F ..cit Trees, Shrubs and Hedq e Plants-Brds for Rhubarb
and Aspa ragm-RerMoe Sea.kale-Man"..e-The Flower Garden-r-Plant Bulbs, .s'c.-Prune and
Transplant Roseo-Sow Sweet Peao aM Mignionette-FI01Dering Bulbs in GTeenhouses-Dreso
Yines to Destl'O!! Insects.-The Ca..e of Shrubs, Lawns, Borders, and Walks.

WE are now in the depth of winter, and must be content with occasional rains, alternating with bril;ht
days, succeeded by sharp frosts at night, which usually attain their greatest intensity between the beginmng
and middle of the month. These, however, are not more severe than the frosts of an English November,
and are just sufficiently sharp to produce a clear healthy bracing atmosphere. Such weather, of course,
seldom interrupts the ordmary seasonable operations of gardening; for even now we begin to anticipate
approaching spring, by commencing to sow peas and beans on all light dry sandy soils, the earliest sown
crops of these being by far the most productive, especially when sown on land which has been under

repeated cultivation.
It is also desirable to risk a small sowing of cress, mustard, radish, and spinach at this season, altho ugh

these sowings are less to be depcnded upon than those made during succeeding months.

Even now the planting of early potatoes may be commenced, provided due precaution is taken to plant
only on per fectly dry land not liable to bccome flooded; for wherever surface water stands after heavy rains,
the sets of newly-plantcd potatoes are sure to perish. Indecd, the only object gained by planting th us
early is the lighteuin g of dut ies at a more advanced and busy period of the season.

Contin uc the pruning and transplanting of fruit trees as previously directed, as well as ornaments.
trees, evergreen shr ubs, thorns, and other plants suited for hedges. •

The form ation of bods and mode of planting, advised in last month's calendar for rhubarb and
asparagus, may be successfully continued. Tbe present is also a season suitable for the removal of the roots
of sea-kale, which may be planted in beds five feet in width; with three rows in each bed, and two feet
distant in the row; after which, the crowns may be covered with six inch es of sea-weed, or well.rotted
stable manure-the former being preferable: for both sea-kale and asparagus, being submarine plants,
retain, even under garden cultivation, their predilection for salt and sea-weed.

Established beds of sea-kale may now be forced into early growth by thc application of fermenting
stable manure, which will excite an immediate growth, thcreby affording an abundant supply of this
delicious ycgetable in from twenty to thirty days from the time of covering in. For later crops, howcver,
and especially where forcing appfiances are not conveniently obtainable, it may readily be r.rodueed in high
perfection, by simply covering the crowns mth from uine to twelve inches of light dry soIl takcn from the
paths of the beds on oither side, and thrown over the crowns, through which the stems will stretch them­
selves until they reach the surface, when, by clearing away the soil, they will bo found to be nicely blanched

and fit for gathering.
In lIower gardeninfr' continue the planting of bulbs and othcr lIower roots; the subdivision and

increase of herbaceous Ilowering plants ; the pr uning and transplanting of roses, and other similar hard­
wooded lIowering plants. Make the first sowing of sweet peas for early blooming, and even now you may
risk the first sowing of miguionette.

Proeeed with the continued preparation of land digging 0 1' trenching for th e further planting of fruit
and forest trees , for very much of their aftc r success depcnds upon a rcasonable amount of preparation of
the land in which they are perman ently to stand. The plan ting of trees may be cont inued, selccting
weather duri ng which neither sharp frosts nor excessive rains unduly prevail.

The gaiety of th e greenhousc in early spring may be sccured by tho introduction of pots of early
lIowering bulbs, such as crocuses, snowdrops, anemones, ranu nculus, hyacinth s, lily of the valley, tog-ether
with early blooming heaths, epacrises, and, gayest of all, the Chinese primrose, in white, pink, and fringed
varieties; th cse of themselvos, if introduced in profusion, will enliven the dull months of winter and elirly
spring, and impar t to th e frl'eenhouse an attractive and progressive I;aiety, increasing 'lith the progress oi
the season. Vinerics, whon early forcinl; is not resorted to, reqUIre lit tle care at this season beyond
painting the vin e, to destroy any remaming tr aces of insect life. These having been previously
pruned and well brushed, paint them all over, from top to bottom of thei r stems, mth a liquid composition
of soft soap, sulphur and camphor, dissolved in spirits of 'line, ,,-ith the addi tion of some common clay;
all of these may be mixed and made to the consistency of cream by the use of tobacco water , and if this be
applied with a painter' s brush, it will effectually destr oy the spider, brown scale, and other insects destruc­
tive in a more or less degree to the fruit and foliage of the vine, the depredations of which are easily
prevented by resorting to this tinIely precaution.


