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compared with our recollections of an English winter, the co
comparatively short duration; and, besides, has the redeeming merit o
¥.

Seed sowing is now entirely suspended, but suitable weather will afford o
Ex;uuning and transplanting ; for now is the season for pruning all sorts of apple
it trees, the young wood of which should be shortened baeck one-third of its
shoots spurred ‘in, removing every branch which either crosses another or se
symmetrical form of the tree. Kxcossive pruning, however, which new come:
ought not to be allowed; for severe runing only fills a vigorous tree with a ru
fruit, thus proving that pre-n(‘qujredp home ideas of pruning are too often,
fa

nding season here appears of
affording an occasional beautify)

pportunities to continye
S, pears, plums, and othe;
length, and all the weaker
ems to interfere with the
rs are too apt to indulge in,
sh of young wood instead of
in New Zealand, very much at

The trﬂnsplanlinf of all sorts of fruit trees may be continued ; and the
for the planting of all sorts of

sweet-briars, and other
known to bear removal.
and occasional rains,

present is also a suitable season
forest trees, evergreens, and ornamental shrubs, and also for thorns, privets,

Now is a suitable season to commence planting eschalots, garlie, and potato or underground onions
first manuring and digging the ground, then laying it off in beds four feet in width, with four rows in the
bed, and from seven to nine inches from set to set. The bed may then be topped off with a thin covering
of wood-ashes—a material in which all bulbous roots, whether useful or ornamental, seem to luxuriate,

New plantations of rhubarb may now be made.

I The usual mode is to plant two rows in a bed fouy
feet wide, and two feet apart in the rows,

Asparagus beds may now be formed, not in the costly manner often resorted to in England, but by
amply manuring and digging a piece of good land, then marking it off in four-and-a-half-feet beds, on each
of which plant three lines of one year old roots at nine-inch distance,then shovel from the intervening paths
Just sufficient soil to cover the crowns of the plants, then give a heavy dressing with salt, and finish off
with a covering of six inches of well decomposed manure. Beds so planted will yield several good
gatherings the second summer after planting, and from the third season will afford an abundant supply of
tZ}f:J del]xcxous vegetable, which in no portion of the world is produced in greater perfection than in ew

ealand.

Flowering bulbs, such as erocuses, snow-dro;
such as anemones and ranunculus
convallarias, should n
first attraction, and
of awakening in ey,

P jonquils, hyacinths, narcissus, and tuberous-rooted plants,
, and even more fibrous-rooted plants, like lily-of-the-valley and other
ow be planted ; for the early spring blossoms of these lend to the flower borders their
when judiciously blended with the choicer sorts of autumn-sown annuals, are capable
ery true lover of floral beauty a deep feeling of admiration.

Recently planted trees and shrubs of large size, to ensure their greater stability, may possibly now
require to be staked or otherwise supported, for strong south-westers, accompanied with drenching rains,
planted trees, thereby breaking their recently formed roots, which careful

have a tendency to lay over newly
staking will entirely obviate.

Maintain in the greenhouse as dry a temperature as t
advantage of every fine day to give plenty of air,

Vines which have fully ripened their wood, and from which
require to be pruned; this will be best performed by spurrin
shortening the leading cane to one-third of its length. ’%h
appearance on the old wood of the vine, may now be removed, hich every inch of the vine should
be effectually brushed with a hard brush, so as todislodge the existence of insect life, which usually harbour
beneath the loose bark of the vine, in a

L ose b state of torpor, during the dormant months of winter, ready to
emerge Into active life with the first warm weather of early summer, a J

he character of the weather will allow, taking

1 the grapes have been gathered, will now
1n to two eyes each of the side-shoots, and

W require some degree of protection to enable them

y prevail during this and the succeeding month,

i ng in the formof a py
means is to place stakes around the plant to be Pprotec
in over and around the plant with £~y fern.
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