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D'II W nssod whic h ten ds to abolish as much as possible all cent~1 I\uth.ority ~ th e matte r of
ne'" ~ M f ' 'I t th grants in aid of schools by Go...ernmen t with the nnposition of 1\ tax of
education, ant .t h"U

pp
c?Jenth" reOVl'n~ The Dill afte r a prolonged discussion, was passed. The chief

upon e...ery ouse lD e C ~ . , h' -f btai th
b '· be' th II . t n early part of the session was t e question 0 0 aIDmg e guarantee of

DOID tore 0 euse,me,. 'Ir C h b ~ G ldi
I G I G t f our provincial Ioans Ut on whICh .. . ox, t e mem er ror era IDe, mo.-ed at ie enera overnmen ror •• , , .. I ssed "

seri of resolution", neaativing such a course, popu ar 0plDlOn bemg st rong y exp re ~gnlDst It. A~er
id bl di ." d the reiection by the House of severa l amendme nts , th e res olutions were earl1ed,eonsi ern e ISCUSSlOn, an , b . , t th G I .As bl th .

A resolution W p:lS8C<l, aflinning the desirabilit .... of su mit ring 0 e on~ra sem y e necesslt)' of
em werin th e Pro ...incial Legislature to ma~e la~s for IUIsessmg. and lev.l?ng rate~ on land s held ,under
d pot . g I' • Bill was passed for licensing and regulatlDT; Hackney earrlagt'S. An Ordmancef' unng lccn cs. n.. ~ . • . .w;' ed affectintr the Excculi"e Council, by prescribin g the num fJr and dUh~s of Officers composing
it I'd ' -' th o~u erintendent power to make the rules by which th e business sha ll be go.-erned
I , an gl\mg e " 1'- C , hori _~ b tbi 0 di Th l' .The ap ointment of the new Officer for Public " ' orks IS au t orisea :f ,15 r l!lance. ,e Ultepaycrs'
Roll If. .: . Ordinance repeals certai n clauses of the Roads District Ordinance;, grres power to
appoint e;~:i~in Commissioners, and defines their powers. The Cath edral .Sq~are Ordinance aut hOl'i,se,
II e SupcrintenJent to dir crt a certai n highway, and to construct a pUbhf' highway through a scchon
nImed in the Ordinance; the land described is to ,be held by the Superintendant as a cathed~al sir",
An Ordinance making certain provisions for suppo,,!mg th~ yolunteer Corps was. pa~sed. Certain land
in Kaiapoi was lensed to Mr. 'V. C. Beswick upon cert.am conditions. A measure, which IS to be construed as
l' rt of the Roods Di trict Ordinance was passed, which enables the Road Boar~s to rate sheep; ~nd for that
purpo o fixe. tho net annual value of sheep at ,1-:70 per ,thousan~ . In ord~r to incr ease the ellleiency of t~e

Fire Bri~adc, an Ordinance was passed which legahzes their proceedmgs at fires, gJ ...es them c~r t aIn
powers, lind prorides regu lations for the mnnagcment an~l ,enrolment of th e members of the ~rlg~de,
The Hospital and Chan illble Aitl ,Ortl inan~e makes pronslOn for the manage1!'ent of that InshtnllOn,
Rud authorises a rate, not exeeedmg 6<1. III the ponntl, upon ~ll property hable to be r~ted for ,the
mniutelll\nce of the ronds in the Pro...inee, for the purposes speCified. Another ,Sheep ,Ordm anee glre,
Ihe rules to be obser, -cd in branding sheep ; sta tes how I nspectors arc to be appomted; Imposes a tax of
ono pound per thousand; compels the erection of dipping apparatus, and fixes the penalties to which
o'mers. are liable for having in.their possession scabb:f sheep. The Roads Ordinance contain~ eIn ll~es
constituting Uoad Boards, defimng (he mode of appolDt~ent of the officers, ~nd the manner III whIch
(he Rceount s shall be kept , It prondes for the preparahon of a Uatepay ers Uoll and the as>eSSlIlcnt
(If I,roperty. Thc powe~ t'! erect toll bars '!n the roads is, gi...en to the ,Boards, and the .schedule gi.-es
a list of Ihe ,Iifl'crent distrICts. 'r he abo...e IS a short out hne of th e busllle ss of the sessslOn, whICh was
proro~ued bj' his llonor the Superintendent on Sept. 30th.

The sum set down in the Appropriat ion Ordinance for the purpose of earryin~ on th o r,ytlelton
lind Christchurch Railway for the year is £91,965, and the sum of £1 9,357 l Os., to he derl ...ed from th e J!ublic
re.-enues of the pro,-inee, is BOt apart for the purpose of meeting th e expendit ure upon th e projected
llailwa" and Harbour 'Yorks, The sum of £87 ,215 lI s. was also authorised to be allowed th e Pro.
,'incial'Trell,urer for 6UmS e pClllled in excess of last year 's estimates.

The anticipated re...enue from Ct15toms and refund from emigrants amount to £72,331; from land
ales, '177,000; which, to~cther with the balance in hllDlI from last year (£51 ,000), make,s th o totn!

rayenue for 1 86 ~·5, £300,331.

The repudiation of the P anama mail contract b" the General Go...ernment excited a feelin a of
ronsidcrnble indignation. Two public meetings were held, one 0 11 April 11th IIDd the other on .A1Jril
1 th. At the latte r Mr. Ward addressed the persons assembled, and th e current of popular feeling
has since run stron,::ly against the act of the Go"ernment. The matter has now been taken up by
the General Aseembly.

An important public meeting was held in the Town HlIll, Clu'istehureh, on Oct .. 21st. It was held
in ~rder to gil'e the inhabitauts an opportunit! of expressing , their "iews as to the advisability of
ealhng the Genera l Assembly together. The object of the meel1ng was frustrated by the fact that in
th.c meanwh!le the A sembly had. b('('~ s'!IDmone~, but th e opportunity was taken advantage of by 3Ir.
" d d, who, III au able speech, sta ted hiS "Iews, which were assent ed to by those present. '.fhese n ews were
the absolute acceptanco of the Goyem ment ,of the colony in all its branches by the colonists themseh-os,
and the abandonment for the future of any assistance from the mother country in th e shape of troops .

Timaru !Ia~ been agitating for separation, the inhabitants prineivally grounding their reasons on t.ho
idea that l1~OIr mterests arc neglected, an~1 t!lat ~hey do no~ o~taill a Just participation in the exponditUl'c
of the pubhe ~evenue, Ifo~e"or, the agltalion IS a very limltcd one, lind does not appear, on th e whole,
(0 be \'Cry seno llsly enterttnueil.

A noti; cuble featllr e in this brief l 'esl~"'c of tho history of our pro"ince is the establishment of Road
Uoar,ls. 'I hese have,bcen alr~ady productl...e of some beneficial remits, not altogether unallo}'Cd with evil.
The roa,lo, under t~elr sllperVlson, show e...erj· prospect of being kept in eueHent condition, but it has been
fou!ld necessary .to ,mtrodllce both rat es and toll·bars in order to ensure that favourable condition. '1'he
project of estabhslnn,::these hin,lmnees to free circulation has been very unfi,vournbly received and in one
lIlst~nee the p~pnlnee ha" e s.how,: "th;ir ignorant impatience of taxation" by the summa;y process of
forcibly remonng the obnoxIOUSImpedtments . Another form of taxation equally necessary and equally
rcpugl'&!lt to lhe feelings of the majority. is the introduction of II house .ra'te. This is the mo~e unpepnlar,
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use it bears unevenly upon the people, and it will be found, from the fact of th e migrlltory nature of
~population, to be a tax " ery difficult of collecti on . The legislation on th is subject seems to th oso who
o te taxation, and hope to ha ve left it behind in the mother-coun try, to mak e the po..ession of property a
~e and the driving; of a vehicle an offence punishable by penalty. And th e ta xes will no doubt produce,
~t least for a while, th e effect of somewhat putting a st op to investments in land, and by so doing will
dect our land revenue.

The Railway works are being pushed forward, and hn...e hi therto been most successfully carri ed on.
About 1,772 yar ds of the tunnel ,...ere completed at th e beginning o~ .No...embe r, le~vi~g 1,066 yards to be
et accomplished; and arranjrem ents arc bemg ma de to exten d railway comm umcatinn both nor th and

)' uth, the railroads to be called th e Great Northern and the Grea t Southern respocti ...ely. Th o pro­
moters of th e branch lin e between Chri stchurch and F errymead (which was opene d on 1st December,
1863) ha ...e pro ...ed th e anti cipations formed by them to be corr ect; th e tra flic being at the rate of 20,000
Ions per annum. The following is th e return of traffic for nine months end ing September 1, 1StH,
'ace the opening- Inwards- :\fe rchandise, 10,669 tons; timb er, 872,390 feet ; passengers, 22,858!.
outwards-Merchandise, 781t tons ; timb er, 6,129 feet; grain, 43,175 bu shels; passengers, 29,470;
wool, 4,720 bales. Totals-4,729 bales; 1l,450! tons; 878,519 feet; 43,175 bushels grain; 52,329.

The Provincial Telegraph from Port to Chri stchurch has been a gr eat acqu!sitio,n; but it .having been
found desirable that the whole system of telegraphs should be und er one direction, our line has been
handed oyer to the Gen eral Government, Arrengements are now in the course of bein,:: made, by means
of which, in th e cour se of a few months, telegraphic communication will be extended on th e north to
: eIson, and on th e south to the Bluff.

There has been a considerabl e addition to our st eam fleet, inter-colonial, inter-pro...incial, and for the
urposes of our own commerce. The Saltwater Creek Na ... igation Company have started th e Waipara, It

~nall but useflll boat, wh ich tr ades between Christchurch and th e Creek, and the enterprise of ono of
eurtownsmen has given us the little steamer named the Moa, which has already rendered her O\TIlers good
l('rncc.

1n eonneetion with the sllbjeet of commercial impro,ements, we may mention th e improvements which, ­
in rarious departments, ha ye taken place in the harbour of Lj'ttelt on. P eacock' s Wharf has been
e1on""ted, and Norwich Quay so much improyed as to be scarcely recogni zable b>' " the oldest inhabitant."
The°boatmen ha"e been th e subje ct of legislation ; by a salutary enaetment they arc now compell ed to ,
take out a license, which will ens ure eiYilit>:llnd regularity. The boat ser vice has been gr eatly impro:ed.
Apilet and boat and crew have been established on th e Sumner bar, and have already been found sernee­
ble for the pre serva tion of life and property. Another token of progress is the erect ion of a Light-house

oaGodley H ead; this work is being steadily carr ied on. '1'he iron fittings ha"e alTi'-ed, but the work has
n somewhat retarded by the wreck of th e Catherin e, with:the material for the foundat.ion of th e Light­

houseon board. In the month of No...ember, th ere were in the ha rbour 11,000 tons of shipping , including
the largest merchant ,esool afloat , the British Empire, th e fine steamer th e Otago, the Ulue Jacket, and

host of barges and small r i"er craft.

The return of the Inspector of Sheep for th e year ending .June, 1864, shews that the total number of
heep in the proyinee amounted th en to 1,300,000. During th e year th ere were imported in to the pro...ince by
a 12,520 ; from Nel son, 38,050; and from Ota[?, 17,850; making a total of 61,420. The scab, wh ich had
ade'0 much havoc among the Jloeks, was steadily decreasing, and from th e excellent sys tem of pre caution
hieh is no,...adopted, its total eradication may be reasonably anticipat ed. The Inspector statos thn t tho

year has been one of unprecedented fineness, and, from the abundance of grass, th e Jloeks generally are in
c condition . -

The shipments of wool were considerably in advance of those of previous years. There were se, en
'P! dispatched from our port last season loaded with 16,931 bales, ,alued at £<100,000.

,Th~ City Council of Christchurch have been steadily and suecessfull,r carrying out th eir great work
of city Impro"ements: new streets have been formed, and se" eral more lald out, A plan for th e drainage
~f the city has been under their consideration; the expense is roughly estimated at £ 160,000, Se...eral

esian wells hay e been sunk in 'various portions of Christchurch, which have materially tended (0 obviate
one inconvenience which the city has long suffered from, namely, the want of a good supply of water.

A glance at the religious aspect of Canterbury will show that, in the midst of all our exertions for
m~tc~al ad...ance1!'~nt, we have not b~e.n al~ogether ,unmindful of higher considerations. Churches amI
hutldmgs for ~~hglO~ purposes a!'e l1SlDg ,Ill onr midst." '1'he Ca,thedral is, at lenglh, showing some
outward and nSlble Sl,::n" of lteeolDmg a reahly. The ReSident Architect has arrived, aIllI the foundation
tone has heen laid with much ceremony. To remedy the great and increasin...want of church accommo­

dation, a new church (to be called the Church of St. John the Evangelist) is being built of st one in Latimer
quare ; the foundation stone was laid in June last, the whole Masonic body joining in the proce ssion. A

parsonage has been built in Christchurch, and one is in the course of erection at Avonside. A large stone
parsona~e is being built in LytteIton, at a cost of £2000. The Province has been di...ided into three rural
deaconnes, the occupiers being the Rev. H . .Jacobs, the Rev. B. 'V. Dlldley, and t,he Rev. H. Harper. The
Wesleyans have completed a new chapel, one of the handsomest stone buildings in New Zealand. The

byterians have ~s!ablishedanother church in ~hx:istehurch, under the. pastorate of the R ev. George
Gl'lUlt, formerly ID1IIISter at Akaroa, and are building a large church m Lyttelten. A P resbyterian .


