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. . te '11 shortl be cstahlillhed at Timaru ; and the Rev. W. Ho~g has been .app?inted to labour in the
mlllUrth r WId' t . t oYf Canterbury the Rev W Kirton being sta tioned at KlWlrl, "here a manse willno ern isrnc , . . . . '.
h tl b b 'It T!Je Con~re""tionalists have ~eatly in creased ID number an inftu enee., they hare

a ortJ e ~. rary expedie~t a stone chapelin Cathedral Square, where they have obtained a scetiou
erecr 1--d' ao a h,?POtl . f d at' some future time building a church, when th e present structure will be
o IAU on w ICh · ICy m en . h h th F R d hi h .
used ' h I The Roman Catholics hare built a new c urc on e eny oau, w IC IS a

ao a FC oot-roc m. . hi d has lat I b t d b M .lcasin ra reful elifice; it is open for Divine . 'Vors p, an e y .een .consecra e y onslegne'!'
Viani, gih~ He man Catholic BIShop of W ellmgt?n. ~I th ese denominations frequently hold public
meetings, and lectures, &.c., are delivered under their auspices.

Several charitable inst itutions have been either founded or increased in extent during the past year.
Tlle Or hanaa , thc Lunatic Asylum, the Female H ome, and th e H ouse of R efuge arc amongst the
nu mbe/ The Ho pit I, after being for a short time under the management of a Board of Govern ors, has
repassed into the hands of the Gorernment, as the expenment of the former management was found nOI
to have 8UCCCeded.

With regard to crime, we can claim no immu nit y for Can terbury. The. sessio~ which ha..e been held
during the past year do not show a large r a~o~IDt of er1J!le than ml~ht fairly be looked for frOID
our increased popula tion, and the influx of a gold mmmg populat ion. I,:, Ch~lStchureh, the numbe~ of cases
for trial at the December ses ion was far below the average, and of vcry shght llnp?rtance. So"!e ser.IOUS case!
of cattle stealing have occur red during the year, and the offen~ers sentenced to various term~ of llDprISOnme?l.
The cases of polty larceny hare been very m~ch on the IDcre~e; t~ese proba~ly anse, as Mr. J~hce
Oresson remarkeJ in a recent charge to th e Jury, from the high pnco of provisions and a scarcity of
employment.

The Volunteer movement has becn making gr eat progress; we have now in Phristchure~ and the
country seven companies of Rilles, about live hun drod st rong, .who are becoming well drilled, and
execute the man auvres in a vory creditable style. A corp. of onglDe~rs. and one of .yoomanry ~valry
have also been formed. an I th o commissions of the officers gaze tte d. It IS ID contemplation to establish an
artill ery battery for the defence of the har bour of Lyttclton.

The river " 'aimakarirl has long been a s,?urce of great difficulty, as it .wns so frequently diverg!ng
from it. banks, occa ioning thereby a very serlOu~ 103s. Many plans hav~ be~n suggested for rem.edJlllg
th is evil, and it is to be hoped that some scheme WIll have the effect of reventing a recurrence of It; but
the outlay will be very considerable, to say nothing of the vast amount of mon ey already wasted on futile
expedients.

A wonderful improvement has take n place in the general aspect of all our towns. Lyttelton, K aiapoi,
and Timaru have all made rapid strides in the acquiremcnt of the necessaries, and even many of the refine.
menta, of life. But perhaps th e greatest improve';Dent.is noticeable in th e ~apital, where n~w buildings of
every description, and adap ted for almost every imaginable purpose, arc r lSmg on every Side. The new
Council Chamber will be a \'ery handsome building , being constr ucted of stone and ornamental in style.
'Ve have already alluded to the ecclesiastical buildings , so we will just men tion a few of the new structures
destined for secular pu rposcs. The various banks have commenced to transact th eir business in bu ildings
which would do credit to any town. The Union Bank of Aust ralia has a hands ome location (to use an
Americanism) in Hereford-str cct; the Bank of Australasia possesses a fine ston e building in Cashel- street,
but the Bank of New z"aland, although owning a valuable central sit e for a bank, still fondly clings to the
old time-honoured shanty in Cashel-street. Then we have the new Town Hall, a massive stone structure,
more remarkable for npparent durability than elegance of design . A Cust om-house has been built
toget her with a Telegraph Sta tion ; but we arc told that a new Cust om.house and Post-office are looming
in the distance. The long-talked of Gaol and Court H ouse only exist as yet on paper, but th e money has
been voted for their erection, which is one step towards their becoming a reality. The Immigration
Barra cks have becn removed from their . old site, and the place which knew them of old knows them no
more, for the new cst"blishment in the Lincoln road is now open. 'l'he new Lunatic Asylum, also in the
Lincoln road, has been for some time in operation; unfortunately th e number of persons requiring shelter
wit~i.n it s waUs. has been for some ti me p~infuUy on the incre~e. 'l'he merchants' st~res ro:e a grest
addItIon to UIO city; several of them arc deCidedly ornamental, wlulst others arc of a plaID, busmess.\ike
a!ructur e. The site of tho grea t fire in Colombo-str eet is again occupied by a handsome row of shops,
mostly tenanted by th e former proprietors. The plate.glllSs mania, once so prevalent in English towns,
hlIS reached Christchurch, an d wo have now windows of large size, some of which arc being decorate d in
a very conspicuous, if 1I0t elegant, otyle. The ladies have not been overlooked, for we have as fine and as
toml?ting loo~ing wareh? uses for .haberda~hery as Punc" could de~ire. for what he calls "lady-trap s."
Agmn, tbe mm0.r,convlHllences of hfe arc rIfe amongst us. CommuDlcatlOn, thanks to Cobb's coaches, is
now greittly filclhtatcd. between the ~ore distant parts of the province, whilst in the city itself we have
cabs and hackney carnages, whose dnvers seem to have the same extraordinary notions of distance and of
'he value of f"rc, a. their bret hren at home. An Act of th e Provincial Council was passed to regulate the
movements of thcse gen try, and it is te be hoped will pro..e effectual in so doinD'. We have now several
manufactories in ":,,til'e ,?p.crat ion ; so~p works, breweries and mills have long been ~stablished, and arc sources
of much eommer~ l al actIVIty. :Uac~meryhas been started for th e )?reparation of the p"ormium tenax into
pulp for paper ; It has long been vamly tnedfor the purposes of fibrous manufacture. Three iron foundries
are now at work here, and specimens of iron manufacture of a large size have been turned out from them.

71

There is also a large saw-mill, w~er~ a c~nsidera~le quantity of timber is prepared and d~essed. Hotels•
~ths and cafes have become institutions ID th e eltl; at some of the latter, petits soup ers, ID the style of
~e ";'tnurants of London and Paris are provided for th oso whose epicurean tastes tend in that direction.
One great improvement is evident in our large towns, and th at is th e excellent pavement now almost
universally laid down. The footpaths in most of th e streets are now asphaltcd, and those who are familiar
with the shingled trottoirs which of old caused so much annoyance, can well app reciate th e alte ra tion .
Speaking of the str eets, we mus t not omit to notice ano ther decided ma rk of advancement, the introduction
of gas. This will obviate one great inconvenience. I n forme r t imcs it was almost a work of dang er to
traverse the stree ts; the evil was palliated by th e in tr oduct ion of a few glimmering kerosine lamps. Now,
however, th c mains for gas arc laid down in nil the leading th oroughfares, and by the t ime our almanac is
in the hands of our readers, gas will probably hav e become an inst itu tion.

Plantations are being mad e in almost every direction; th e Govern ment Domain will in time be one of
the prettiest public gardens in th e southern hemisphere, whil st th e Town Belts will in th e cour se of a
fewyears form a charming vista , someth ing on th e prin ciple of a P arisian Boulevard , VilIa residences arc
beingerected in th e suburbs, and the lawns and greenhouses begin to give th e place an alm ost English
appearance. Indeed, it is difficult for one newly arrived to realize th e fact th at he is in a land sixteen
thousand miles fr om England, and wh ich only a few years ago was a primitive wildern ess. Several
new townships hav e been laid out, and others ar e in the eourso of formati on. Thanks to th o energy
of our settl ers, they are to be seen springing up all around, especially in th e case of Leithfi eld, which
owes its foundation to the indefatigable efforts of the gentleman from whose nam e its app ellati on is
derived.

During th e twelve months just elapsed, we hav e had soveral serious fires in Chris tchurch . Thc
most terrible one occurred on June 4tI,. The lire commenced in th e stores occupied by Messrs.
Malson and Torle sse, and great dama ge was th e result. The premises of ~ressrs . Axup and Co., Brooke
and Co., Mat son and Torlesse, Cooper, Mort on, Bloom, Gr een, Fuller, ''Vheeler, and Blundell were totally
destroyed. The loss was estimated at £12,000. The whole amount of insurances effected was £5,800. The
firemen work ed with a will, and fortunately no lives were lost; but the damage done to pr operty by fire,
water, and hasty ill-judged removal, was very great . An in quiry as to tho origin of th e fire was held, but
without any satisfactory or definit e result. Another lire took place du ring the same month, at th e Golden
Fleece. It was for tunately exti ng uished without any loss of life or serious injury to proper ly. An inquiry
into the cause of th is lire proved fruitless. Two persons were brought before th e Resident Ma gistrato's
Court,as th e supposed incendiaries, but, af ter a careful investigat ion, the y were discharged, no proof of
JrUilt having been substantiated against them. Three more fires also occurred : the one on the premises of
Mr. Hadley, in Colombo stree t, in the month of August, when th e stables cont iguous to the house were
destroyed. Anoth er in Sept ember, when th e premises of Mr. Younghu sband, better known as th e " Little
Sho!?," were consum ed. And the last in Cashel street, when th e warehouse of :Mr. B urn ell and two
adjoming houses were burnt. Th is was on October th e 2nd . The resul t of these fires was to draw
public att ention more closely to th e establishment of an efficient F ire Brigade. Two pub lic meetings were
held on the subj ect, and the consequence is that Christchurch n ow possesses a most effective Br igade, an
Ordinance of th e Provincial Council having been passed to insur e its more perfect and complete organi­
sation.

Among objects of minor import ance, bu t whieli serve to evidence the gencral ndvancemen t of tho
Province, we may mention th e progress which has been ma de in acclimatization. A considerable por tion
ofground has been laid out for the pur pose of forming a zoological garde n. This is thickly planted with .
treesand shrubs, and promises in tim e to rival th e gardens in the H ome Country and in the other colonies.
Mr. J ohnston has been appointed cura tor of the gar dens, and already severa l specimens have been
procured for them. Swans, both black and white, have been obtained, and some of our favo uri te old
English singInO' birds ha..e been added to th e number of specime ns, either by p urchase or by donation,
Some gold-lish have been brought from England, and among st other sing ular importations, a pair of foxes
hare found their way here.

The Pastoral and Agricultural Societ,Y has been working ..cry effeeti"e ly for th e improvemen t of sueh
articles as come under its more immediate sup ervision. An exhibition was held in the gr ounds in tho
month of November, and was a decided sueccss, though pronoun ced by competent j urlges to be somewhat
inferior to th e last one held. However , th ere was a fine show of horses and cat tle ; th e sbeep, owing to tho
prevalence of scab, and also becau se th e shearing was on, were not sOnum erous as on previous occasions.
Canterbury has always been noticeable for the love of flowers evinccd by its inhabitant s. 'Vo havo
now an efficient and earn est Horticultural Society, th e result of whose labours in tlte prom otion of the
delightful pursuit of gardening was pr oved by the success of th e last exhibition held un der th eir auspices
during the course of the year. Flow ers of e..ery sort and hu e were shown th cre which \fOuld hll..e dono
credit to the grow ers of any country, some of the rarest, as well as somo of the oldest fa..ourites being
included. Nor were the vegetables over-looked, for th ere was a display of th ese which would bavo
gladdened the heart of a ..egetarian. Some lectures ba ..e been given by th e membe rs of th e Associat ion on
~e topic of Horticulture, and its pr ogress in th e Province. N or have we during th e past year been
unmindful of subj ects of a higher order . Our Philosophical Institute is alrcady " a great tact," and wo
have had some lectures delivered which were distinguished by a considerable amount of tal ent , especially
that by Mr. Tra ..ers on acclimatizati on; the pap ers b'y Dr. Hanst and Mr. Buller were very valuable
additions to our stock of knowl edge on the subjects of which they severally tr eated.


