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Turn ing now to lighter matters, we have been well supplie d with amusements . W e have now,

E
rmanent Theatre, where the highe t and the shght~t productions of the older and the more modeti

ramatis ts have been placed on the stag e in a .,.ery creditable manner. 'Ye must. not pretemut, to use,
otch phrase, the visit of the Lyster Opera Company, who presented us with a .-ane~y of op~rns of every
hool of music, in the most excellent style. Theil'. stay ~ongst .us was an epoch ill OU! history, They

Achieved a grand sucee , their performances ~lDg rceelv~d with the greatest en thusiasm, and beUlt
furnished at the highest price paid here for theatrical entertainments,

The world-renowned All E ngland El even arrived at Ly~telton on ~ebruary 6th, and. were receired
with acclamn tion. The days of their stay were kept almo st entirely as holidays, th e whole city wearing III
aspect of gnietv. Several matches were got up on the ground at lIngley Park, where some good play took
place, the Canterbury Club sustaining their reputation. ~fter being fHed in e.,.ery possible way, and
entertained by hi. Honor the Superinte ndent, they took their departure from Lyttelton on February 20th,
amidst the cheers of the assem bled crowds.

~{us icaI tnste has al 0 made some progress here. Our Musical Society comprises several accomplished
amateurs, and they exec ute d in capital style many difficult ma sterpieces of music at the various concertI
which they have given.

During the past twelve months a variety of races, both flat and steeplechase, have taken place. Two
of the latter look place in the neighbourhood of Christchurch, one at Kaiapoi and one in the Heathcou
Valley. Some good sport WaS shown at all of them, This is the first year in which thi s kind ofraeing hal
been witnessed here.

'Ve have had to deplore the deaths of some of our oldest settlers, who were so thoroughly identified
with the establishment and continuance of the settlement. Mr. Ebenezer H ay, so well known and
re 'peeled at Pigeon Bay, lost his life by accidentally fallin~ from the cliffs, as he was passi ng from Cluisl.
church to Lyll clton, dur ing th e month of October, 1863. l he Venerable the Archdeacon of Akaroa died
(after a short illness) on the 18th June. H e was one of our oldest settlers, and was grea tly regretted, ITe
was buried in thc cemetery, Christchurch, on the 21st, amid e"cry demonstration of respect, tho Free,
masons, of which body he was the Depnty Provincial Grand Master and Chaplain, attending the
procession. ::Ifr. George Ith odes died on the same day, and almost at the same hour, as the Archdeacon.
lI is death, wh ich took place at Pnra.u, ca~cd a gl'eat fceling .of re!l'reti :His remains were interred in
Lyt telton cemetery on the 2Jrd . The Inhabitants of Lyttelton did all III their power to show their respe,1
for lhe deceased gen tleman.

J!,- conclusion, wc may remar~ that Canterbury has great reason to be sat isfied with the advance it hal
made ill every respect, and may 'nth confidence look forward to th e great future which awaits it.

MEMORABILIA OF THE YE AR, 1863-4.

DECE:llDEE.

l Gth.-Annivcrsary, kept as a holiday in the Province.
lith.-Examination at Grammar School.

23rd.- Confirmation by the Dishop; 45 candidates confirmed .

21lh.-Donnington's H all opened by a Concert by the Canterbury :.\fusical Society .
2 th.- Akaroa Races,

20lh.-Moorhollse Tun nel .illuminated,

31sl.-Mr. 'Villiaill Thomson, M.H.n" addressed his constitu ent s at P apanui.

J AN UA RY.

New Year:s D.ly.-Re~atta at Lyttelton and at Akaroa , New Presbyterian Church opened, as well
a a Ccngregntionul one, temporarily, at Donnington's Hall.

lOth.-Can terhury Races.

23rd.-:.\[r. Rol~3toll, Pro vincial Secretary, elected M.P.C. for the Heathco te .
2Gth.-Meeling of Canterbary Presbytery.

2ith.-Thc com er-stone of the new 'Vcsleyan Church laid.

29th.-Mr. Jolli e, M.H.R., addressed his eonstitucnts at Timar u.

PEDEI'Any.

Gln.-Arrival of E nglish Cricketers.

20th.-Departure of the Eleven.
2Hh.-Timarll Haccs.
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lIARcn.

lst.- Session of the Supreme Cour t, criminal cases.

l 5th.- Sitt ings for the dispatch of civil business.

l6th.-Horticultural Show in Cathedral Sqnare Gardens.

21st.- Hansom's Cabs introduced into Christchurch. Daring robbery of jewellery, at the house of Mr
G. Taylor, Lytt elton.

30Ih.-Concert for the benefit of the Christchurch Orphanage at Bennington's Hall.

31st.- Bazllllr for the same institution at K ohler 's Gardens.

APRIL.

lIth.- P ublie meeting (preliminary) at the Town Hall, on the subject. of the Panama contract .
ISth.-Anothel" meeting held on th e same subject. .Swing-bridge across the Heathcote opened.

News of the discovery of gold at the 'Vest Coast reach ed Christchurch,

20th.- ?fr. W . Wilson elected M. P .C. for K aiapoi,

25th.- Meeting at the Town Hall, on the subject of Acclimatization.

YAY .

16th.-Trotting-match at Timaru . P illar letter-boxes introduced into Christchurch.

l ith.-Confil·mation by the Dishop in Lyt tellon ; 25 you ng persons confirmed.

29th.- ::New Roman Catvolic Church on the Fe rry Roa d opene d.

J UNE.

lat.-Session of the Supreme Cour t, criminal eases ; civil business commenced on the 10th.

2nd.- Foundation Stone laid of the new Presby terian Church, in Lyttcllon.
4th.-Great Fire in Colombo-street. " Ivanhoe" bro ught out th e apparatus for the light-house on

Godley Head.
l7th.-Distribution of prizes at the Chr istchurch Grammar School.

l 8th.- Dcaths of Archdeacon Mathias and Mr. George Rhodes.

28th .- Fire at the Golden Fleece.

JULY.

Ist -Meeting of the Church Institnte at Bennington's Hall; Mr. Louis read a pap er on the establish 
ment of chu rches in the colonies. The first plant of th e Gas W orks arrived by the" Amoor."

6th.-Meeting of the Governors of the Hospital for the purpose of handing over its management to
the Government,

2!th.- Fire at the Villa Hotel, Akaroa.

A U GU ST.

2nd.- The Diocesan Synod met and continued in session until the 13th.

4th.-Canterbury Maiden Steep lechase ,

I Oth.-Foun dation Stone of Lyttclton P arsonage laid.

I Ith.-Ploughin g Match at K,aiapoi; testimo nial to Mr. W. W hi te.

25th.-Fire at the stab les attached to the Oxford H otel.

SEP TEMD ER.

!St.- F ire in Colombo-str eet, on the prem ises of Mr . Younghusban d. Session of the Supreme Court .
the civil cases commenced on the 10th.

6th.- Arrival of th e " Br itish E mpire," the larg est ship which ever visited th e port of Lyttelton.

8th.- Annual Ploughi ng Ma tch at Leithfield.

l 6th.-The new Town Hall inaugurated by a concert.
l i th.-Opening of the new Union Bank of Australia in H ereford -str eet, Christchurch,

19th.-Daring robbery at the stores of Messrs. Walton, W arner and Co.

28th.- Opening of Victoria Bridge,

24th .- H eatheote Steeplechase.


