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FEBRUARY.

Rich in content, in Nature’s bounty rich

In herbs and fruits ; whatever greens the spring,

When Heaven descends in showers or bends the bough

‘When Summer reddens and when Autumn beams,— HOMSON.,

The Weather— Directions for Gathering Fruits and Seeds—Weeding—=Sowi
) g—=3S0 f —
The Flower Garden—The Greenhouse and Vzge?y—le/’::z(] f:;ﬁm oy 2 o

Twu1s, the first autumnal month, like that of August in E i

18, ngland, usually dis

teristics of summer weather than that of autumn. Vegetatio%l is étill in {hilhglilist gfl'ml'e -

although the weather is generally hot and dry, so much so as to suspend, in a great ;xurmnt growth,

duties of planting and sowing, and t5 restrict the operations of the garden to the %ollectiegref?) e

:‘(;:‘pruse]‘,rtv;ngl.) A{iph;s,lpca]rs. plcachvs_. iplulms(.l and raspberries will now be ripening in ;N,gt ;ggflf;iu;ts
d ought to be collected only when perfectly dry; for frui oited in. 2 . n

- o p y dry; for fruit gathered and boiled in a wet state is sure to

Collect also all kinds of ripe vegetable and flower seeds, Hoe between growing crops for the destr
ue-

tion of weeds, and <in;;]v ing er snips, turnips, onions, beet, and other large
eds, » out advancing crops of ca rrots, parsni t i beet: 1

s 1.1 . L. e . 2 e 3 g

growing roots, which can Oll]_y attain per 2ction when thinned to a reasonable d":h])ucr(:

Ripening crops of onions, garlic, eschalots, and other p :

and thoroughly clean nspm‘.’lgu;’bc(ls‘,’ afterwards strewiltlbé }:Jlllln}l:ill:‘?';coeosji’i ﬁliyq bg dl?lqwn = e
smaller and lower heads of globe avtichokes ; if rain should fall towards tl;e‘ Erlalil \fu;i O
the usual autumn sowings of early York, drum-head, and other cabbages c Olid e_month, ey
greens, red pwkl_m,r.: ‘cabbngn, and Brussels sprouts for late autumn and n?u;'lj Cal{' (mlers,_savoys‘, S
whl!«f s!:\m\ turnips for winter use. Continue successional sowings of radi§h0$v Sp}mg Pusking. ¢ ol
endive for salading ; and prepare land for a large breadth of for S o mustard: s e
month’s calendar. ¥ Gmens, {x. he sowing -oF wiieh wos siesh

Continue to thin out all unnecessary wood in frui i
! X 2cessar) ruit trees; and if Americ: ight s
show on apple trees, exercise unremitting diligence in painting every gmoclrx‘;z:r:‘ Pl:g?_b;h@uld 3eppen to
oil, which, if persevered in, will effectually destroy the disease. 2 i Pigr el o ahhat
Frequently water and stake flower border pl: i i i
y water a ) 2 r plants which require moisture an ri i
of:.blnmumg; continue the propagation of pinks and carnlﬂ.tions by pipin d‘ sup[{olrt s e
v Horiey y pipings and layers, as previously
Collect ripened seeds of choice i i
0 per annuals and perennials, especially of ve i
gg;l‘mnlmns, dahlias, and other gstcemml flower border favouriteg, the yseeds L()I‘[!D(;?S?c,hpolya.n_thuses, pmks,
al _x:z;_lyl bosauv\ (_Jf their liability to lose their vitality during the voyage; hence tim iggtel?goftfq i
C(;]Jilu‘l‘cxz:,:;J (lilli;itc;‘(?fl: ttllxloso sor(st \\l'c posse ]fhe varieties of which may be greatly gugmentgfioixllﬁiy lfl(;:
lours g e parent plants greatly diversi i o W efi diaractorat ;
offspring. P : greatly diversified in the well defined characteristics of a vigorous
Greenhouse plants, throughout the w
( se plants, g the whole of the present month, will requi imi i
shading and watering, as well as by sprinkling them overhead from thé fine ro:(éuol;e‘l :jégl\';lna; ;totfllf;gntfﬁ
s awe - ] sti

bett y dewing them, gently, with a hand syringe, which has a very renovating effe fter o
3 Y =] gent Y 5
: + ; > yringe, y g ffect after the dcpressm

Grapes grown in vineries whi i i

ln(m"\[' ?Y);?g]l own in vineries which have received but little forcing will now commence to col

- ](m\;:o u\[t “Ll gl:m\mg shoots ought now to receive a final stopping, and the borders and aotmo Oulf , thq
se may be kept as dry as possible, which will ensure grapes of a high colour and rich ﬂnvo(:fxl') ks

Should grass walks and lawns 1S seas
g « 15 at this season 0se 4 eness of col rom excessively dr
8 £ lo their gr
gre: our fr y y
W 1er, one or two heavy waterings Spr nkled all over e lawn in the ev enmgs w preserve its col
eather i\ th h 1 olour

throughout the summer, an amtalr resi app p
g , ar d m tain the freshness of appearance pecuhm to well kept lawns in the
earlier part of the seasc n, w hen all is green and luxuriant.
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At last
The clouds consign their treasures to the fields ;
And, softly shaking on the dimpled pool
Prelusive drops, let all their moisture flow
In large effusion o’er the freshened world,—THOMSON.

Vegetation—Celeay——Winter Grce:u—Radish—Lettuce—Gfess——Mustard—En:Zz'r_-c——Turnips—Preparc
Land for Autumn-sown Onions—Broad Beans—Cabbage, Cauliflower, &c.—Spinach—Budding—
Strawberry Planting—Bulbous and Tuberous Flower Roots— Vineries—Lawns and Shrubberies.

AvTUMNAL showers, at short intervals, throughout the greater portion of the present month, may always

be predicted with complete certainty. The effect upon vegetation, in the heated state of the soil, thas

glightly cooled and moistened by these frequent showers, is almost instantaneous, rapidly exciting a second

spring-like growth, and even a second profusion of blossoms upon many sorts of flowering plants which had
eady bloomed at an earlier period of the year.

These rains indicate the arrival of a_suitable time for the renewal of our exertions in active planting
and sowing, which should first be devoted to the planting of late crops of celery, as well as second crops of
all the sorts of winter greens previously named.

Seeds may now be sown of radish, lettuce, cress, mustard, and endive ; and this is especially the season
for making a large sowing of early white stone turnips, which will yet give a moderate crop of remarkably
sweet and tender turnips throughout the whole of the winter and early spring. The most suitable ground
for all of these crops will be that from which early potatoes have been dug.

Now is the best period of the year for preparing the land for a large breadth of autumn-sown onions ;
for this indispensable and valuable vegetable, sown early in the prosent month, becomes sufficiently
established to withstand the winter, and during the following summer to produce much larger and finer
bulbs than those sown in spring; indeed, so well is this known in the northern settlements, that onions are
very generally sown at this season, and the crop is well known to be often an astonishingly profitable one.
Tt is, however, here requisite to introduce a caution against extending the autumn sowing of onions, as is
sometimes unwisely done, to the end of April and May; for if sown so late, they have nof had time to root
sufficiently deep to secure themselves, when the first thaw that succeeds a sharp frost is sure to throw them
upon the surface. It ought, therefore, to be distinetly understood, that if onions are not sown in March, or
by the first week in April, they are best deferred until early spring.

Broad beans sown at this season will withstand the winter, and produce an abundant crop in November.
All the varieties of cabbages, curled greens, savoys, Brussels sprouts, and cauliflowers may now be sown for
transplanting in spring ; another sowing of spinach may be made.

Transplant lettuce and endive for winter use; mould up celery; tomatoes and capsicums may be
gathered; ripe onions may also be gathered, dried, and stored; and some of the latter sorts of annual
pot-herbs will still require to be collected and dried.

Continue the budding of fruit trees, and regulate once more the shoots of vines, apricots, peaches,
and other choice fruit-bearing plants; make new plantations of strawberries from well-rooted and estab-
lished runners, giving an especial preference to the variety known by the name of Kean’s seedlings.

Bulbous and tuberous flower roots, lifted about the end of summer, may now be re-planted ; polyan-
thuses, auriculas, primroses, and cowslips, now starting forth into new growth, from the altered character of
the weather, may be lifted and increased by division of their roots; these and other herbaceous plants which
have finished blooming will, during the showery weather of this and the succeeding month, readily bear
this easy mode of augmenting their numbers.

English hollies and several other evergreens, having completed their summer’s growth, and now about
to pusk forth an autumnal one, can be transplanted with certain success at this season, especially if showery
or cloudy days are selected for the operation. The same period and mode of procedure will be found alike
applicable to young blue gums and other Tasmanian trees and evergreen shrubs.

Greenhouse plants, from the greater humidity of the atmosphere, will now requireless frequent watering,
especially those which have done blooming, many of which may now be headed back; and the cuttings
thereby afforded, if placed in a gentle bottom heat, will root rapidly, and speedily increase the stock of
flowering plants for another season.

Maintain in vineries a perfectly dry atmosphere, and give an abundance of air every fine day. Grapes
should now be highly coloured and perfectly ripe, and can readily be preserved, plump and fine, for a
period of five months, in a dry temperature, with a free circulation of air.

Evergreens of various kinds can now be planted out upon grass lawns; the showery character of the
weather and softened sunshine will be found highly conducive to success, and the growing period of
autumn is yet sufficiently long to allow of the plants thoroughly establishing themselves before winter.
They will thus be ready in spring to start forth into rapid growth, considerably surpassing those the
planting of which has been delayed to the more dormant season o% mid-winter.




