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APRIL.

A serener blue,
With golden light enliven'd, wide inrests
Tbe happy world. Attemper'd sum arise
Sweet-beamed, and shedding oil;throngh lucid clouds
A pleasing calm.-TnoHsolr.

~16 "Weathw-FinaZ S01lIing8of Cabbage, Caul!fl<xoer, 4"c.-Transplallting-Lettuc_EndifJe-CeZery­
Thinn ing out Broccoli-Lift PotatOes-Strawberries-Cmnmence Pruioing Currants and Rtup.
berries-Bulbous F lower R oots-Greenhouse Climbers-Verbena a.kl Geranium Cuttings-TM La'lClf,

APRIL, the th ird month of aut umn, is usual ly one of the most set tled of the .,ear. The days gen erally are
distinguished by beau tiful bright sunshine , hy an almost entire absence of wind, and by a soft balmy stato
of the atmosphero; alt houg h the temperaturo begins sensibly to decline, and tho nights to len~th~ll
considerably, whilst heavy dows and diminished transpiration and evaporation begin to rend er artificial
watering in the open air unn eccssary.

Cooler weather and less acli...o growth has now restri cted th e varieties of ...egetable secds necessary to
be sown this month to final sowings of cabbag es, cauliflowers, savoys, and curl ed greens, to stand tho
wint er in the seed-beds, and afford supplies of each for planting out in spring, to cress and mustard for
late salading, and to a good sowing of spinach for spring gathoring.

Relief, however, from th e duti es of sowing only substitutcs th e obliga tion of renewed cxertion in tho
not less pressing du ties of tran splant ing ; for most of the plan ts sown nbout the cnd of February and firsl;
week in March will now require to be plnnted out so as to afford supplies of vegetables for early spring
usc. Conti nue to transplant lettu ce and endive for winter salading, and tie up the more adv anced crops of
each for blanching ; ear th up growing celery, an d take precautionary measures for th e proteetion of th e late
heads of eauliflowers by bend ing the ir own leaves over th em, for they are very suscept ible of injury
from frost.

Hoe between and earth up adrancing crops of flowering broccoli; and if these, from thei r over
vigorous growth, have become too crowded, the plants of every second row, and each alt ern ate plant in the
remaining row, may, with advantage, be thinned out and planted to the neck in potato or other ground
fro~ which the crops have been removed; for it often happens on rich new grollnd that, unless broccoli
receive a check in autumn from n second transplanting, or by bciug laid over on th eir side, they are liable,
from excessive exnber anee of growth, to pass their proper season of flowering, an d st and over to the second
year. Commencc to lift, dry, and store oarly seed potatoes; and dig, manure, and trench all vacant pieces
of ground, so tha t they may throughout the winter deri...e all the fallowing advantages of frost, sun,
and air.

Where omitted last month , it will still be a good time to plant out lines or beds of strawberries from
the best rooted young runners of thc currcnt season's growth. Twelve inches from plant to plant in tho
row, and not less than twenty-four inches between the rows, aro fair distanees. Much, however, depends .
upon scleeti~g a fruitful sort, for som? of th~ kinds in cultivation arc very unproductive. Unquestionably
the best variety 18 t~e Kean s seedhng, which has fully proved itself an abundant bear er, producing a
pr<?f~slon of fino frui t from the 20th N ovembor un til tho end of J anu ary. The next best sorts are tho
Bri tish Queen and E lton Pi ne. These two lato sorts successively prolong the strawberry season until oth er
small fru its are profuscly ripe .

Budded fru it trees may now be untied ; and, towards tho end of the month, pruning may bo commenced
\lpon curra nt bushes and raspberries which ha...o fully shed thoir Ica...es.

~n flower gard~ning, contin ue th e plan ting of bul bous Hower roots, tho lifting, drying, and storin g or
d~Wia roots, ~he tak lllg up !'D:d.protecti,;,g of geraniums and other tcnder plants unlikcly to ~;~hstand the
W1~ter ; contllluo the subdivlSlon and mcr ease of flower border plants, thus prudently proVIdmg for the
gaIety of the garden during th e coming season.

E vcrg reens of many -:aricties may continue to bo successfully transplanted, settIin~ th o eart h around
tho roots of eaeh plant '!l~h a heavy drenching of water as soon as planted. Budding may still bo por­
formed und er all tho condItIOns u.sually deemed essent ial to success; and this will apply not merely to fruit
trccs, but. to purpl o beech, weepmg ash, rose acacia, scarlet and double-blossomed thorns, as well as many
other chOIce tr ees and shrubs which attain greater perfection and moro luxuriant growth whcn cstablished
on vigoro~s stocks of a kindred chara cter.

Gree~houso cli!"bin.g plant~-Ihe beauty of which ha...e passed awny-may now be trimmed in, and
noatly tramed, so dlsposm~ theIr branches as to make the most efFectivo display of blossoms throughout
~e cou!se of anothe~ season. 'Water may be withheld from their roots , and syringing overhead may now be
diseontmu~d; pormlttc,d thus to rcst from growth for a timo, they will shoot forth in spring with greatly
renewed VIgOur, and nchly ornament the greenhouse with a profusion of handsome bloom throughout tho
whole of the summer.
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I till be planted with. d n other 80n.wooded p ants, may 8 . th
Cuttings or ...~benas e:nd gOr&mumB, anill ~:inY in time to mako good blooming plants durmg 0

dIe certainty of theIr shootmg freely, and s t g

following summer. duri the months of autumn, will presont a much
Grass lawns and walks,frequently ~ownan~i:~~m~~'ftf. because of tho extra care bestowed, and as

=e~~:~s a:u~ ~:~~~~~o:~l:od0~~&~h~o~~i~~~::'~ ~ ~t::f~uf:t~~~}~~i~ fu:lla~~P';'~li':t:~e~~
~onable efforts ought to be spar at seas
of th eso ...ery desirablo ad...antages.

JY-[AY.

Natnre! great parent! whoso unceasinghand
Rolls round the seasous of the changeful yesr.
How mighty how majestic are thy works I
With what e'pleasinlt dread they swell the soul,
That sees astomsh'd1-TnoHsolf.

---. D" S'C -Sowing limited to Mtlstard and
Fi rst Winter Month-Tr.allsplallt ing, pr,tnin7ijl,Manur''t:tt ..~~g'J~'~i~· Tr ees, Forest and Evergrc~n

Cress - Tra nsplant ll,g - Cabbag;? C~ l. ~werj; r R asp berri es Gooseberries, and Currants-Lift
Shru bs-TVinter Prunillg-~spa ler allllllg Ods_ As aI'a u;-Rhtlbard B eds-TrimHerbace~tu
and Store Carrots and p'arsn,ps, .'j·c.-Sef·k~CB e ce Plall[;ng of Bulbous FlOUJer Roots-l'ott.ng
Plants-Protect Geraniums, V""b81lltS, :-J c. La Olllmen
Greenhouse Plants-LCfJellin~ and L aYing r a:~,s~rst mont h of winter, ushers itsel f in, no.t in storms

M AY the counterpa rt of an En~lIsh No...embe ' f ll armth and sun shine of an EnglIsh August .
and t'empests as in E nglaud, but In nil th eleatd'~u~~: do~;; ~ the U:iddle of the month tho days. geno;ally
The nights, it is true? are ofte~ s~arp fn t coards its close that tho first symptoms of approachmg wmte r
arc bright. and beautiful, and It IS on y ow

begin to bo felt. d ations th ough ehiefly those of trans·
Th e month , thorefor~, is 8~il\. highly fav~~Ira~:d \~e~i~o~n f~;e:'od so~ing has now become limited to

planting, prunw!l"'manunng, dlggrng, tre~chi gkee u the su ply of small saladmg . But transp!antmg,
successional sowmgs of musl ard and e1eo% tOf l'ba:es cau!fflowers lettuce, and spinach for sprIngfus~.
although applicable to autumn-sown P an 0 ca . ' rant- R 'Ies pears cherries, and other rUlt
now embraces a wider range, and includes aoosebe':~~8~hC;::bs' i~r;FFs a ~ell esiablished fact in gardening,
tr ees, as well as many so~ts of forest trees ~n ~:~~hedding th~ir leaves at once re-establish themselves, and
th at all sorts of tr ees which ar~ plahted~ i l ei~ summer than spring-planted ones. Whereve~, therefor~,
make much botter growth.dw:ng t e o lowt l fFort should be made to get as much of It done this
frui t and forest tr ee plan tmg IS eontemp a c ,every e

month as possible. . d indicated br; the fallin g loaves of. . t runing has now arnve , as 1 h
The season for commencmg WID er p hi f fi t divest the bush of a suckers, for I eso are

gooseberries and cu,:ants.h In per~rhin~ tm'::~h:s;:ne~~y and vigour of th e bu sh.
generally gross unfruitful 8 oots, w c on y .d h ots ke t at least six

The young wood must be thoro~ghly cleared out frome~~~tet~t~~r::,n~;~e:;a~i~~ cup ; ~his mode. of
inches apart, so that when th o bUs~ IS puflirun~d It shf~dIftr nd air two cssential elements in the productIon
pruning being best adap ted. to admIt a s clOney 0 g a , .

of large, high-flavoured frUlt. , . .' wood th en rcduce tho shoots of the
In prIming raspb erri cs, first di...cst th em t las; r~:rs:r~~u~~~~e;~::';g eane~ to each plant, and th~se m~y

pas t summer to not moro than from three to ...e 0 I fIt tron .... stake or against an espalIer r81I,
be shortencd to ono-fourth thcir length, an~ ~ecure y 10( 0 ~ sand ~urrent~.
which is n securo and excellent modo of trammg both raspb ernes . d d ' d tho

t now be lift ed and stored In ry san , an
Carr ots, parsnips, salsafy, and scorzonera roo s .maYd t oxpose tho greatest extont of surfaea to tho

land on which they woro grown may ~o thrown up ID n gos, 0

beneficial influenco of ram, sun, and aIr. Ii t in -tho
Dress sea-kale beds with a good sprinkling of salt , a~d a eo,:ering o~ stable manure; rs remov g.

decayed leaves, and stirring tho surface of the bed a few mehes In dept . d' th bed
flit I sening tho surface and then ressmg 0

Clear nway also tho ripened haulm 0 asp,,;ragus, brs 00 f thi s ive a hca,ry dressing of salt, and thon
...ith eight or ten inches of fresh scaweed; or, m th e ~ sebnc~ho kJe and asparagus are well known to
onver with six inches of well-rotted stable mtu;ture, ~or 0 sea-
luxuria.te mostly in soils highly impregnated WIth salme substances.


