Rhubarb beds should now be cleaned and heavily manured; for this vegetable, if grown in perfection
requires 2 much more rich and moist soil than is usually allowed to it.

Globe artichokes may now have their decaying stems and leaves cut away, the surface loosened with a
fork, and the ground around strewn with litter, to protect their roots from the injury they are likely to
sustain from the frost.

Herbaceous plants which have done blooming will now require to be trimmed; decaying annuals
removed ; fuchias, geraniums, verbenas, and other similar plants will now require to be protected. The
planting of bulbous roots may be commenced, and the flower borders neatly dug, to give them a freshnes,
of appearance pleasing to the eye, which will in some small degree compensate for the absence of floral
display.

Deciduous trees and shrubs which have fully completed their growth and perfectly matured their young
wood to its extremity, and from which the yellow leaves of autumn are beginning to fall, may now be very
successfully transplanted, for early autumn planting is invariably the most successful; for the descending
sap of trees enables them at once to form new roots, and establish themselves ready to start into a growth

in spring not unfrequently as luxuriant as that which is obtained from trees which have been one whole
season established.

The gaiety of the greenhouse will now be nearly over for the season, most of the old established
geraniums, fuchsias, verbenas, and others of a similar class may now be closely pruned in, and transferred
to smaller pots by having the ball of earth reduced, and their roots reasonably trimmed; a dry atmosphere
may be maintained with a free circulation of air every fine day, and watering at the roots will not now be
required more than once a week ; under this treatment the plants will almost entirely rest from growth for
two months, being thereby better fitted to start into a vigorous growth in spring.

Vineries should have an abundance of air every dry day to thoroughly ripen the young wood of the
vines, and thus fit them for the important operation of careful pruning, for the proper performance of
which see next month.

Grass lawns may now be levelled by lifting and relaying the turf; or new lawns may in this way and at
this season be advantageously formed; for the frequent showers will preserve the colour of the newly
formed sward; and if the turfs closely fitted it will rapidly unite at this season and very soon form a

smooth even sward, requiring one or two close mowings and rollings, which will enable it to preserve a
fresh and agreeable appearance until the recommencement of growth in early spring.

JUNE.
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In Winter, awful Thou ! with clouds and storms
Around Thee thrown, tempest o’er tempest roll'd,
Majestic darkness.—THOMSON,

Winter Weather—Pruning and Transplanting—Apples, Pears, Plums, §e.~Planting of Forest Trees,
Bvergreens, and Ornamental Shrubs, Thorns, Privets, §c.—Native Shrubs—Planting—Onions,
Hschalots, Garlic—Regulation of Bevvis—Manurc—U'uwl-As]zps—RImbarb——Aspamgus Beds, Salt
Dressing—Plant Bulbous Flower Roots, Anemones, Ranunculus, Lily of the Valley, §c~Pruning
Vines—Ornamental Shrubberies—Protection of Choice Plants.

GLooMY days, frequent rains, occasional frosts, and now and then a well-known « southerly buster,” are

significant symptoms of the return of winter. These, however, are quietly borne with, because, when
compared with our recollections of an English winter, the corresponding season here appears of compara-
tively short duration; and, besides, has the redeeming merit of affording an oceasional beautiful day.

Seed sowing is now entirely suspended, but suitable weather will afford opportunities to continue
pruning and transplanting ; for now is the season for pruning all sorts of apples, pears, plums, and other
fruit trees, the young wood of which should be shortened back one-third of its length, and all the weaker
shoots spurred in, removing every branch which either crosses another or seems to interfere with the
symmetrical form of the tree. Excessive pruning, however, which new comers are too apt to indulge in,
ought not to be allowed ; for severe pruning only fills a vigorous tree with a rush of young wood instead of
}:rmlz, thus proving that pre-acquired home ideas of pruning are too often, in New Zealand, very much at
ault.

The transplanting of all sorts of fruit trees may be continued; and the present is also a suitable season

for the planting of all sorts of forest trees, evergreens and ornamental shrubs, and also for thorns, privets,
sweet-briars, and other plants suitable for hedges, as well as such of the native shrubs and trees as are
known to bear removal  These are all best transplanted at this season ; for dull days, a moist atmosphere,
and occasional rains, may be all regarded as circumstances fayourable to successful transplanting.
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. « . Mysterious round! what skill, what force divine
Deep-felt in these appear ! a simple train,

Yet so delightful mixed, with such kind art,

Such beauty and beneficence combined,—THOMSON.

Winter Frosts—Sow Peas and Beans—Cress, Mustard, Radish, and sz'narh-—-Commmgﬂ [I’lant.uycjlﬁr;{_z
Potatoes—Pruning and Transplanting Fruit Trees, Shrubs and Ifed_zc P/a;;s; eds f_”?Pru,:a s
and Asparagas—Remove Sea-lale—Manwre—The Flower Garden—I lant Bu g, «} (»j e
Transplant” Roses—Sow Sweet Peas and Mignionette—F lowering Bu/vbls wn Greenho
Vines to Destroy Insects—~The Care of Shrubs, Lawns, Borders, and Walks.

V'E ¢ in the depth of winter, and must be content with occasional rains, alternating with bright
XL;?E;Z;M by shalxj'p frosts at ni’ght, which usually attain their greatest iutensity betgeerl)_ t]zlelgogl?nll)lclxg
and middle of the month. These, however, are not more severe than the frosts of an <'r1gds o(t" é;llrse’
and are just sufficiently sharp to produce a clear healthy bracing atmosphere. Such l?(;{!, 1etl;; ilFrir
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approaching spring, by commencing to sow peas and beans on all light dry Sa‘l’ll ydsm lsx’ich cil R 2 L
crops of these being by far the most productive, especially when sown on land w
repeated cultivation.




