scheme is found to answer well, and, under the auspices of these bodies, the face of the country is grady,
assuming a change for the better. A rather

constituents. The former had introduced a toll-bar on one of the roads under their control. The j h
tants of the district were violently opposed to this measure, and testified their feelings by small rigts
which the obnoxious obstruction was twice demolished. A steady perseverance in their object, however,

the part of the Board, bore down opposition, and the Papanui toll-bar yet flourishes, a monument f ;
financial genius of the Avon Road Board.

Private enterprise has kept pace with the year. Many very fine places of business have been addeq
the buildings of the capital and country towns. Coming almost under the same denomination are two 1
stone churches in Christchurch. The Wesleyan church is a commodious and handsome structure,
credit to the body for whom it has been erected ; the other, St. John’s, Church of England, is a Very pre
little building, of considerable architectural pretensions, conveniently situated in the eastern centre of |
eity. The experiment of paid sittings is to be tried here for the first time by the Church of England,

is necessary to add that both these buildings received liberal grants from Government towards tl
erection.

The first stone of the foundations of the Cathe
16th December, 1864, the anniversary of the found.
completed under the superintendence of a Resident Architect, brought out from England for that purpos

})ut 1at' present no signs of further progress appear. This is owing to the general complaint—want
unds.

Iral at Christchurch was laid with great solemmity

On Décember 13, 1864, Christchurch was first Ii

ghted with gas, introduced by a private company. ]
use has become very general, and we

believe it is paying in a commercial point of view.

The Volunteer movement has received an extraordinary impetus. This, we believe, has been caused b
Jjudicious action on the part of the Provineial Government and partly by a declaration on the part of t}
General Government of its intention of calling out the Militia. Many who had insuperable objections
being forced into service therefore preferred the alternative, and became enthusiastic volunteers. A con
modious drill-shed has been erected in Christehurch at the expense of the Provincial Government ; suital;
arms have been provided also by them, and prizes have been offered to stimulate their efficiency. Thes
causes combined have produced a result very satisfactory. We are at present possessed of a Volunte
force, respectable in numbers, equipment, and " efficiency, and who seem thoroughly to believe in the impo
tance of the movement. A novel feature in our \'olhntoering has appeared during the past year. Ty
ee miles distant from Christehurch, at which all
resented, and which have been carried out to the

encampments have been formed at Hillsborough, thr
Volunteers of “"'fl

province have been strongly rep
wetion of everybody concerned.

Immigration has not been so brisk as formerly,

credit, and the satis

In view of the slackness of business, the Governmer
exercised a wise discretion in restricting their operations in this department to a very limited number. |
is found also, we imagine, that the time is approaching when this province must become independent
Government aid to swell our population, With the exception of one description of labour, it is a questix
worthy of consideration whether assisted immigration may not now be abandoned altogether. With oc
newly-found Goldfields, and those of our neighbours, it seems certain that our wants will be fully supplie
without directly taxing our resources for that especial purpose. The exception alluded to is that of fema:
domestics. Although, in this respect, the province is becoming in some measure self-productive, the influ
of male population, and their general prosperity, demands a constant supply from without. This has bhee
provided for. An advertisement announces that female domestics, of approved health and character, wil
be provided with free passages from England to Canterbury. For the information of those likely to avi
themselves of this liberality, we may quote the wages obtained here, as published in the colony :—Hous:
maids, £30 to £35 per annum ; cooks, £30 to £45; nursemaids, £25 to £30. Other deseriptions of lahou
are at a corresponding ratio. Married couples (farming) obtain from £60 to £80 per annum, and rations
single men, £50 to £75, with rations ; labourers, without rations, 6s to 8s per diem ; mechanies, from 8s to 1%
per diem. It must, however, be stated that, from various causes, the retail prices of provisions are as h
or perhaps higher, than at any previous time for many years. We quote from published price currents:—
Beef, 8d to 1s; mutton, 7d to 10d; pork, 8d to 9d; veal, 9d; butter (fresh), 1s 4d; milk, 2s per gallon
€ggs, 1s 6d per dozen; bread, 1s 4 Ibs, ; Potatoes, per ewt., bs to 6s. These prices are quoted in December
in winter the dairy produce ranges much higher.

A census of the population in New Zealand, taken at the close of last
for Canterbury :—Males, 18,932 ; females, 13,321 ;
horses, 10,868; cattle, 45,263, There were found to be 842,416 acres of ground fenced, of which 70,000
were under crop. These figures were, of course, before the Goldfield had been populated; and, indeed
everything we have hitherto spoken of relates only to East Canterbury.

In Provincial polities there has not been
approaching election for Superintendent.

year, gives the following result

anything worth noticing, save the excitement caused by the
There are three candidates now canvassing votes for this office-
Mr. Moorhouse, formerly in office, Mr. Travers, and Mr. Lance. The former, from his tried ability and
general popularity, seems the favourite. The same Executive has remained in office the whole of last year,
with the exception of Mr. Rolleston, who, dissatisfied with the railway policy of the Executive, and having

Ban opportunity of transferring
,.replaco

amusing contest took place between one Road Board and t, f :
: x 4 sing his introduction to public notice.
-r‘{th]s being his

ation of the province. The foundations have sinee bes

S mentioned.

total, 82,2563, against 16,040 in 1861. Sheep, 1,667,320,
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his services to the General Government, retired in June;hfl‘ll’e)h;llzii}?ﬁ:;‘
1 as Provincial Secretary by Mr. Edward Jollie, who, like his predecessor, is a youthful politician,
d as Provincial dec y - .

inet el p 30th May to 7th June; the business
o Of" ll}c P;o;vmg‘:ﬁhsgtm\]:ixtlh ‘t‘;{{‘iﬁl‘;‘:mllf}lifu ‘}:\nd Co., )tr'ox' the Sc »}xth@.'ﬂ Railway, in
. lt 101 (:\'ns ‘conccmed. and the passing sufficient supplies to carry un‘th}‘
i ":13;1 which was pos{pnu(‘d till after the rising of the (?vnur;@ Assembly.
. 100 Ilmr‘i-rt}ivré;ﬁ;:xt n{ Mr. Charles Bowen from the Sl)eal\vrsl?'\p“‘z':i‘l 01!;; .\ﬂ”,d}'ll\lf‘\ l:lj\’i
5 P?ﬂﬁwr v m\'(l‘l‘:plplrcnb-f ion. Mr. John Ollivier, another well-known old servant of the province, we
theld with universs & obation. Mr.
mani sly to the vacant chair. : : . mer
de‘:t;'(ll;:Ezr:;lr‘x)lu:xi';e arain in session (end of December, 1865), but the business they are occupied with is

he Goldfield eak more fally of the
to measures conneeted with the Goldfields, that it is necessary to speak more fully of
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80 nearly confined to. :
efore procee her. ]
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Nextent to create any consic I
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iti specially for rpose of festing the
3 i at an expedi vas fitted out specially for the purpose o g
¢ rndle he distriet, that an expedition was : O e

5 C?{m‘iq‘ xingxttll \'t-xt'lcr the discovery of gold in Otago, and at a time when the C 'l';"ll“}l."( %'f-):illril(]ll“[:nd
i 0 e ot reward of £1000 for the discovery of a payable field in this province. The pl.n‘ L ‘tn],wnd A

e fn;'“"\f(l(“(l a sample of gold to C]u‘istchurch‘lsmd to hl-.nc b(mt‘ got fttlt({:(.”}nl.:lu. indce(']y

ume, ¢ @ B ; > . o o Sy ; il : ) 4

ei ras received w eredulity, and the reward was not aws o 3 ¢
Their account was received with ineredulity N
er rove the truth or otherwise of aim.

: ive steps were taken by the Government to prove fay 0 o LU it
pRlactive st 1’3 Sy tLI ugh (‘fznmrbury was so anxious to have a goldfield of her own, yet lh([‘t.[nns
gingular fact tt;d'(’ mt > and by many suceeeding adventurers, were systematically ignored b pl('npl(i ll,l‘.l y;

i is party, ¢ any suceeedr 1 pWers eyl ] B TE o

cut‘\.&atc‘,’(}‘ l]')";li(‘“-:- Iin the possibility of their wishes being realised ; and it must lL,. (,L)l}f\ I\:"‘(l ;‘it‘a‘\Lnt' i;(her

Wou1 IA‘»CL 2t of the West Canterbury Goldfields was agcomphih(‘d by the \e‘?L ""‘mft “‘_i}q A

deveiorz?‘f g Some ‘r-splnn-uiun of this is to be found in the fact that the Wes Coast s

sll.‘socv(l\uf: '11‘1“1:‘»%‘ a terra incognita. Various efforts had l{ccn 11u;ulc.rm "llw pl:u-l, fofn;m:::‘llllllxée}l 'mdlut g
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: Bt okt whiol icati 1d be earried on between the coasts. al ex 8

) ans existed by which communication cou ETI00 0] : he Wost.Cloatit-was bohoved Id

"':i?)l:n(ffm(ix;.\clo\[frﬁr\?hml been made, but this to a very limited extent. The West Coast was believed tc

: 3 :

Ralier sowe
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ious shor B rhours, a region of perpetual storms, shunn
& present a rock-bound and imperious shore, destitute of harbours & pery

iff: y ir summits wi ense forests
mariners, and impenetrable by land; where stupendous chi]ljs, ci'u\\ ncdllo ilfx‘qr bli“‘ﬁn]itx‘:l;‘rlitol:‘ (‘I)que:?o{:.(-lml
S otati was Biy se by fathomless waters, fringed an &n( :

ange vegetation, and washed at their _ba.,L‘ by f: : f 5  3ntatio et

l.;lfo!:x;ttl;?xf(audat m-bulo;xt rivers, over which reigned a solitude fhrll)]w'“[ ux\f}hby \hg_ umxl:(tluw:\i\)?:}l i;:‘i\it?om

nd unknown birds. The ives inhabiling other parts of the island have w and ¢ .

thousand unknown birds. The natives inhal B

i i Joas ceor smons infest its mysterious sol

with the West Coast. According to them, demo Saes e

(alxrc given of a tribe of wild Maoris, \\C',ho_. almost bereft of all rc.sc.nbl.lm?b t{? h‘u{uz.trl ]fi‘l]l]l}cgso.fd]t?lz

out a loathsome existence buried in its recesses. In sl}ort, twelve months ago, \.\‘0‘ E‘“-(t'-‘:nt‘and \\’hnt b

cou1;t1~j' that is now teeming with population, as if it had been thousands of unig; :i. P e

known only served to discourage the peaceful and unambxtxoua tmr}cr, lnccuslou(ie_v c;)wﬁfzm:. [‘(yltnlln‘ercv and

i imate Id Canterbury. is rell to add here, that the large and increasing {

mnial climate of Old Canterbury. It is as wel g re, i/ WAFReaiicl M saang oor ity e

::111.110“-cd the gold discovery has eluded the grasp of Canterbury uuul‘mnvl.\ and -.hqut(;\\ ;:]l(:)lltlz (;f (hi:s

lm;Jd< of immigr:ﬁns who know us ot ;”” for, while the old settlers l\nxrc idly (lx:lj}lj.:xéxlbomlsllvc.s ql-\()uld 5

at over : alli he Government to point out the way 1n which themselves s
r that overland route, and calling on the Go : ) he way 1 whith ! ik

2nrichcd outsiders poured in goods by sea, notwithstanding the bad character of the coast, and comy y
. 2 s Py 5 s PR
shut that market to its legitimate providers.

The first rush took place in January - February to the Gljceus((me Creull{,r or Hu}gﬁ:‘\;fxﬁ\i‘er:ct:
tributary of the Teramakau; the finds there were of sufficient promise to attract ad.l’j.. ge Dlll‘l(\)f < )rci‘:%mw
from the adjacent provinces; and when their researches were rewarded by the s‘covery s gtreauﬁ
metal at the Waimea, Kanieri, Hokitika, Totara, Wanganui, Mikonui, and num‘pe.r.css_ nvm;.:el;b $-pei 1h¢;
the fame of the new diggings produced the usual results, and a ﬂood. of 1:1‘11_11111?1“[11[(1‘)1.] 4 e
other colonies set in, which is still pouring in population with extraordinary uxpuh.;)}.{. - Gl‘(};‘y' e g
further to the north has proved very rich in gold, and it is now known that, from the Rive s , b
Bruce’s Bay, south—an extensive district—is one vast goldfield. : g ; KRS

The quantity of gold exported from its first discovery to t[l)lc ‘ﬂ)th Nov oimbo);, n\:]]fi,otg(; 22;5;;“3&&3&

2750,000. The revenue aceruing from this source is £23,500; the period over 1 ch th o3
‘i/vg c’ight months. The populat,i%n of the goldfields may, in the absence of official 1_0(:}}1nt;,bbaeme‘st;lr‘x;%tﬁ;ls;
80,000, or about the same as the eastern portion of the provinece possesses, and it is probable

months the population will have doubled itself. : iy

As we have before hinted, the importance of the discovery was at first hard to realx;iel. v tl?;li;attei'
the delusive character of similar discoveries in neighbouring provinces, the Government tt,chd 3 s
very much to itself. It is true that, slightly moved by the languid stimulants adminis y




