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scheme is found to answer well, and , under the au spices of these bodies, the face of the country is gradUJ:
assuming a change for the bett er . A rather amu sing cont est took place betw een one Road Board and
const itu ent s. Thc form cr had introduced a toll-bar on one of the roads under their control. The inhq
tants of the district were violently opposed to this measure, and testified their feelings by small riol.!
which the obnoxious obstruction was twice demolished. A steady per severance in their object, howerer'
the part of th e Board , bore down opposition , and th c P apanui toll -bar yct flourishes, a monument or' .
financ ial gcn ius of the Avon Road Board.

Privat e ent erprise has kept pace with the year. ~Iany Ycry fine places of business have been added
the buildings of the capital and country towns. Coming almost under the same denomination arc two D
stone churches in Chr istchurch. The 'lVesl eyan church is a commodious and handsome structure, and
credit to the body for whom it has been erected; th e other, St . John's, Church of England, is a \"ery prt.
little building , of considerable architectural pretensions, conveniently situated in the eastern centre of
city . The expcr iment of paid sitt ings is to be tri ed here for th e first time by th e Church of England.
is ne cessary to add that both th ese buildings received liberal grants from Government towards t
erection.

The first stone of the foundations of th e Cathedra l at Chri stchurch was laid with great solemnity
16th Dc cembcr, 1864, th e anuiversnry of th o foundation of thc province, Thc foundations have since b
complcted und er thc superintcllllcncc of a Resident Architcct, bro ug ht out from En"land for that pur
bu t at pre sent no sig ns of further progress appear. 'I'his is owing to the gcner~1 complaint-wantfunds.

On December 13, 18Gl·, Christchurch was first lightcd with gas, introduced b" a privat e company.
usc has become very gencral, and we believe it is paying in a commercial point of view.

The Yolun tecr movement has received an extraordinary impetu s, This, we believe, has been caused~
judicious action on thc pa rt of the Prov incial Governmonf and partly by a declaration on the par t of til
G~neral Gov~rnment of its intention of calling out the Militia . Many who had insup erable objec tions
bem~ force~ mto service therefore l'referred the alternative, and became ent husiastic ' ·olun teers. A con
modlOus drIll-shed has been crectcd 111 Christchurch at the expensc of the P rovincial GO"cmment; suita
arms hav e ueen provided also by th em, and prizes have been offered to stim ulate their elticienc\". Th
cau ses combincd have produced a rcsult very satisfactory. ' Ve are at preeent poseessed of a VOlunt
force, rcspectabl e in numbers, cquirmont, and efficiency, and who scem thoroughly to believe in the im
tance of the movement . A nove feature in eur volunteering has appeared during the pas t year.
cncampmcnt s ha"e ueen formed at Hillsboroug-h, three miles distant from Chris tch urch, at which all til
Yelunteers of th e province have been strongly represented and which have been carried out to th '
credit , and the satisfaction of everybodJ' concerned. '

I mmig-ralion has not been so brisk as formerly. I n view of the slackne ss of business, the Governm e
exercised a "; se discretion in restricting their operat ions in this departmcnt to a very limited number. I
is found also, we imag ine, that th e time is approaching when this province must ueeome independ ent
Government aid to swell our population, " ·ith the except ion of one descripti on of labour, it is a ~uestiill
worth)' of consideration whethcr assisted immigration may not now be abandoned altogether. " ith 0
newly-found Goldfields, and those of our neighbours, it seems certain that eur wants will be fully sup pli
without directly taxing our resourc es for that especial purposc. The exception alluded to is that of lemu
domestics. Although, in this resp ect, the province is becoming in some measure self-productive, the inJIw
of male ropulation, and their general prosperity, demands a constant supply from without. TIns has boo
provide, for. An advertisement ann ounces that female domestics, of app roved health and cha racte r, \Ii!
be provided with free passage s from Englaud to Canterbul'J, Fo r the in formation of those likely to arlll
themseh'cs of this liuerality, we may quote the wages obtained here, as published in the colony :-llo\l!eo
m aids, £30 to £35 per aun um; cooks, £30 to £1.5; nursemaids, £ 25 to £30. Ot her descriptions of labou:
nre at a "orresponding ratio . Marricd couples (farm ing) ebt ain f"om £GOto £80 pel' annum, and rations;
single men, £50 to £75 , with rations ; labourers, witho ut ra tions , Gsto 8s pe r dIem ; mecha nics, from 8s to 1~
per diem. It mu st, however, be stated that, from various causes , the retail prices of provisions are as hig~
or pcrhaps higher, than at any previous time lor manv years, We qu ote from p ublished price cur rents :­
Beef, 8d to Is; mutton,7d to lOd; pork, 8d to 9d; ;'eal, !ld; bu tt er (fresh), I s 4d; milk ,2s per gallOD;
!'ggs! I s 6d pCI' ~ozcn ; bread, I s 4 Ibs. ; potatoes, per cwt., 6s to Gs. l'hese prices arc qu oted in Decrolbel;
1U wm ter the dmry produce ranges much higher .

A ocnsus of the population in Ncw Zealand, taken at ti,e close of last year, gives th e following resuiU
for Cantc rb ur,v:-Males, 18,032; fema les, 13,321 ; tot al, 32,253, agains t 16,040 in 1861. Sheep, 1,567,320;
horses, lO,8G8 ; cattle, 45,263. There were found to be 342,416 acres of grouud fenced, of which 70,000
were und er crop. These figures were, of course, uefore th e Goldfield had been populated ; and , indeed,
e\"erythin g we have hithe rt o spoken of relates only to E ast Canterbury.

In l 'rovincial polit ics th ere has not been anything worth noticing , save th e excitement caused by tht
approaching elcetio u for Superinte ndent. There are three candidat es now ean\'assing votes for th is office­
Mr, Moorhouse, formerly in office, Mr. l 'ravers, an d Mr. Lance. The former, from his t ried ability and
ge neral populari ty, seems the favour ite. The same Execu tive has remained in office the whole of last ye8!,
with th e excep tion ef Mr. Hollesten, who, dissatisfied with the railway policy ef the Executive, and ha ving
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, , , s to the Gen eral Government, retired in J une. He hl~s ,b~ell
an oppor tunity of ~nsfel'l'1ng hb·s ;tV~~ -ar d J ollie who like his predecessor, is a youthful politi cian,

laced as ProVinCIal Secretary y: - 1", \\ "
l' , hi ntroduetion to public notice. ,

his being is 1 . , n il was held from 30th ~Iay to j th June; th e ,bllsllle,ss
A Special Session o~ t~e P rovincial Cou\V~th Messrs . Holmes and Co., tor the So!' thern Railway, III

nsactcd was the sanehon llll;' of tbe contract ed and the passing suflicieut supplies to carry on the
far as the pa rt payment m I~nd \\a~ ~o~cem t oned till after the rising of th e General Assembly.

Governm ent uu the ordinary sess,on'fw,~e C"I asl~~sD~\\' en from the Speak ersh ip-s-au oJlice which he long
ti the ret irement 0 =1'. iar e ld t f ' I ' nee wast is proper to no lee , J.1 J hn Ollivier another well-known 0 servan 0 rue provi , .held with unive rsal approbation. hr., o ,

d . I to the vacant c air. . "
lecte unan,m~u y . , . ' (end of December, 1 (5), but. th c business th ey arc oecu~led wI.th '~

The Council are aga m m session d ,'th the Goldfields that it is necessary to speak more tall)' ot theo nearlv confined to measures eonn cctc "1 ~ ,

tt b ' , re proceeding further. , , D II • tl
er ero . land has been 10nO' known to be auriferous. The River II cr, Ill, ie

Thc W est Coast of the ~liddle Is ld i id b'?' quantities for some years hut 110t to a su fficient
N I h ven vielded go 111 cousi era uc . ' . I business I ' Irovince of" e sen , as e, J' . flux of 0 ulation. It appears that some parties, ~" lose usmess (I

xtent to create a'.'y considerable mh ~d ot the mouth of the Tcramnkau, were so convinc ed of tl~ e gold­
hem to the coast m. the n~,g,huour 0 , edition was fitt ed out specially for the purpose of festll1g the
caring character ot the distr ict, that an eXP

f ld i Ot and at a time when the Canterbury Govcrmnent
act. Th i,s was shor tly aft~r th e tisc~:eJis~O\~~' ~f a p~~;ble li~ld in th is provi nce. The party.sailed, and,
ere offC<'1l1g. a rewar~ of .clOOO~: ~e of old tl Christchurcb, said to have been got at the phlee '!oh'eady

ulter ~Vll1C tm~e, ,fon ' nrdcd ~ .s p.., d ,,~th incredulity, and the reward was '.'ot a warded to th,elll; 11)(1~~'~,
mentioned. Their account "as reeG' c t to nrove the [ruth or otherwise of their claim. It. IS "
no active steps were tak en by the overnmeu " to have II goldfield of her own , yet the report s
singular fact th~t, though Ct~terbnry,was :~di~~x~d~~nturcrs, were systemat ically ignored; people rel~lly
circulated by ~hls I!art{, an 'lr"t'an~ ~~~fr wishes beimr reali sed; and it mu st be confessed t,lmt t~c hr st
'Would not believe in t ic pose' I ~bo G ldflelds was :ceomplished by the ener;;y and eapllal ot oth~r
dcve~opment of the 'Vest, antf'~rI is 0to bc found in the fact that the "Te:<t Coast was, ucforc th iS
pro\"mccs. Some explan,~lJon ?t t Y ' efforts had been mad e on the pad of Govcrnment to penetrat,e
di. cover,!, almost a l eI'"'' lIl COglll a . . ~rlous d d with emin cntly disast rous results ; and lit last It
thither trom the eastwar~I, so::,e of ":!I~ f ~h~ :~~~~ b~' the water· cour ses of the Hurunui and .Tera1l1a~uu ,
seemed conceded that, ,,:,th t e exeeJ>Ie 0 Id b carr i'd on betweell th e eoasl.s. A supe rficll.1 examma­
n o means existed by whIch eomm'd

ll1cb'~~h~eul a very limitcd extent. The 'lest Coast was believed to
ti on of the country had uean ma e, u lS,O a f h bours a re" ion of perpetual storms, shu nned by
pres,ent a rock:bound an~t';PCl~~':t s~oh:;ed::~~~~d~us cliffs, e.:owncd to th c!r summi,ts wi,th dcnse f~rest8
mar mers, and unpe'.'etra d y h d t th ci base by fllthoml ess waters, frmged an mtenor of sn~:l\\ -clad
of a strange vegetahon, an, was e a , I' • , r db ' k' only by the ,mdisturbed Cries of a
mountains and turbu!ent rl~ers, ov',e~ w~lhhb~~,lgne~ha so It~s ~f ~he ei~land have weird and awful traditions
thousand ~nhownh bl{~S . t'l~e n~tl\~e~~r,li;"mfo0 th~!adcmons infcst its mJster ious solitudes, ~nd vague
connected Wlt te es ons. ," nlm ' b ft f II emblane >to human belllgs. drag
histories arc given of a tribe of wiltl ,~IaorJs, who, ost ere 0 ~on~~ a 0 w~ knew as little of the
out a loathsome exiBtence burlCd ill Its recesses. I n short, t"clvc I d~" '1 ' distant ' and what was
coun try that is now t~eming withh popula:~n, d if it t'~~o~ee~~dl~;lS:~e:s~OI::le:o the fe;ti\" pll'ins and
kn own only served to discourage t e peace an unllll1 I I . 1 ' 1 d ' :n" commerce that
genial climate ef Old C:'lIt~:~urh~ J~J~~;~ell ;~sacl~fhC:~::;1tu:.;em~~c1~n~~s, ~~~le~s.n~w whoJly in t~e
ha fullo~ed t,he gold,~l~eo ~' , t ," ~ g'h} th Id Eettlers were idl'y discussing the merIts of this
hands of lmmlgrants "ho no" us BO, or," 'ee 0 , I ' 'h' el themselves should be
or that o\"erla. '.'d route, ami. eallillgd °bn the Govter;!-3'e~~t ~ POl:~e t~:ltei~a~:~t:rnor th~ coast, and completelyenriched, outSIders poured .m goo s y ~ea, 110 '" lS an mg
.hut that market to its leg 'hmate pronders , .

, F b t th G enstone Creek or Hohonu rl\ 'er, aThe first ru sh took place lU J anuary - e ruary ,0 e ~e I ' n umber ef di Tel'S

t ributary of the Teramak~u ; the finds there w~re of au.mcwn~ ~ro~,~e I~d 'dt~ra~t: ,li;f:very of the pre~rous

~~:I ~~ ~~~a~~flU~~~'i~~~~;'i, ~~kit\~:' *~,~:,e{~~'I~~:~~i,c)Ii~~:'~'i , ~fl<i'u~fb~~C:,i nr~~:~:ssf:~;:a~s~
th e fame of the new diggings producc d the usu~1 res~lts, an ll a , 00. 'd'" j alterl th e coast
other colonies set in, wh ich is st ill pOl1;ri

h
ng in plodPuludh ?tll, 'nth k~,~.~·~\~~fr~~~h~JRivc~ GreI, north, to

fur ther to the nor th has proved very l'Ie lU go , an I IS n?w n ,
Bruce's Day south-all extensive district-is one vast gold/lCld.

, • b ' 187 -60 s valu e abou tl 'he quantity of gold exported from it~ first dise?ve~~ t~ the 30t h l'i,!\"em er, ~s hich~he ~~' '~rt extcndClI
£7 50,000. The re,·enue accruing from tin s source lS£~3,?00; thc per IOd ?Vlffi .v

I
. tU1'llS b~ esti mated at

was eight months, The populati on of the g'oldfields may, m th~, abse nce 0 0 Clad i~ is pr~bable that in six
30 000 or about the same as the eastern port IOn of the provlice po. sesses, an
m~nth~ th e population will have doubled itself. . b

. . f th d' , at first hard to reah se. Warncd yAs we have before hlllted, th e lmpor tan ee 0 e .seovery \\ as, tift th e matter
th e delusl' ,'e char acter of similar discoveries ill neighbouring provl ~lees, th e Governmen e .

I b h I I stimulants administered by th eIrvery much to itself. I t ~ true that, sligh tly move' y t e ang ul'


